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Association Watch

The watch face is the Association logo in true colors with the eagle holding the
Ranger crest, “LRRP/LRP” at the top, “RANGER" across the center, and “OF
THEIR OWN ACCORD” at the bottom. Comes complete with a black leather band.

Check or money order payable to 75th Ranger Regiment Assn. Inc.
VISA/Master Card (Credit card orders under $20 not accepted)

Card number Expiration date

Your name as it appears on card

Signature (required for all credit card purchases)

MAIL CREDIT CARD BILL TO:

MAIL ITEMS TO:

Tel. #:
Send orders to: Association Quartermaster PO Box 233, Lords Hill Springville, NY 14141
Tel. #: 716-496-8803 FAX: 716-496-8803

ltems Size Color Quantity Unit Price Total
Association Challenge Coins: -
Bronze ... — $15.00 —
SHVE. o — $50.00 — —

Association Watch.............cccovvviveiiiviiieeecee, = $25.00 =
Black Reunion T-shirts (limited supply)........ $15.00

(Add $2.00 for XXL) — — —
Polo shirt (embroidered logo)black or red.... $30.00

(Add $2.00 for XXL or XXXL) -— - - —
Sweatshirt (embroidered logo)black or ash... $30.00

(Add $2.00 for XXL or XXXL)
Baseball cap (embroidered logo).................. = $15.00 :
Bumper sticker (vinyl, six colors)................... e $ 1.50 —
Inside window decal (six colors)................... : $ 1.50 -
Lapel pins (Association colors).............c....... — $ 3.00 ==
Table top flags (Association colors).............. R $ 5.00 —
Association flags (2’ x 3’, nylon).........cc........ $50.00
SUB-TOTAL $§
SHIPPING §
TOTAL $
Shipping and Handling—$1.50 - $5.00 = $1.00 $10.01 - $15 = $3.00

$5.01 - $10.00 = $2.00 $15.01 - $20.00 = $4.00 Over $20.00 = $5.00
Shirt sizes: M L XL XXL XXXL
Allow 4 to 6 weeks delivery on all items.




A

-

Exom Tibhe Teg

By Rick Ehrler-
E/50th LRP,
President

At the time | am writing this article,
it is the end of April and | am about to
leave to attend the Best Ranger
Competition at Fort Benning with Terry
Roderick, Roy Boatman, Duke
Dushane, and several other associa-
tion members. We usually don’t have
much membership participation at this
function but we do make good contacts
with other associations, the RTB, and
the Regiment whenever we show the
colors there. We will attempt to set up
an appointment for a sit down meeting
with the powers that be for the time
period of the Rendezvous, June 17-20,
to once again push for the TAB recog-
nition that officers of this association
have been fighting for during the last
nine years or so. We now have some
very able assistance from Robert
Black, mentioned in Terry’s April
newsletter supplement. While we still
have the political door open for a non-
partisan shot at getting the TAB, we
really would prefer that it come from the
Department of the Army as recognition
for our service in combat with the 75th
Inf. Ranger units and their predecessor
LRRP and LRP units.

I just finished reading Rey
Martinez's book “SIX SILENT MEN”
and discovered some more additions
for the KIA file in his story of the early
times of the First Brigade LRRP
detachment of the 101st Airborne
Division. | also received some other
names to add from F/50 and E/20 so
our roster of KIAs is still slowly growing.
| may print the entire list again in the
September newsletter so you all can
have an up to date copy and maybe
spot other omissions.

Steve Crabtree mentioned today
that the donations for the brick project
have slowed down drastically. My unit,
E/50 LRP and E/75 Ranger, has
recently completed its brick purchase
for all of our KIAs and a few other units

_ the past.

are moving in that direction but we still
have about 2/3 of our list to purchase
bricks for. If you have a friend or team-
mate whose name is on the KIA roster,
please consider making a contribution
towards getting his name on a brick at
the Ranger Memorial. Even if you
don't, please send whatever you can to
Steve Crabtree, 2823 E. Norwood St.,
Mesa, AZ 85213. Make checks
payable to Ranger Memorial c/o Steve
Crabtree.

| received several good comments
from people who were able to attend
the special ceremony for Joseph
Fitzgerald, John Jakovac, and Brian
McGar earlier this spring. | wanted to
make the trip to Arlington National
Cemetery for the April 9-10 service but
was not able to go. It is still great to
know that these remaining men from a
team that was wiped out in May of 1867
have returned home to their families
after all of these years.

While moving publication of this
newsletter to Gary Linderer’s operation,
we fell about two and a half months
behind schedule but feel we can now
get the newsletter out in early March,
June, September, and December, as in
Gary had to rebuild much
from scratch and has also made many
improvements. We now have the room
to make it interesting but need your let-
ters, stories, and pictures to make this
opportunity a reality. This is not just a
newsletter for Vietnam vets. We also
have unit reps for Grenada, Panama,
Somalia, and about 100 members of
the active duty Regiment. If you guys
want to show the full range of this asso-
ciation, please put the stories together
and submit them to Gary for publica-
tion. We are experimenting with

different ways of mailing out the
newsletter and have noticed that some
copies are very slow in being delivered.
Please bear with us during this transi-
tion period.

Several of the individual units are
having reunions this summer. If you can
make it to yours, be sure to go. Some
men are concerned about attending

their first reunion but | can tell you that
it is almost always a great time visiting
with old friends at these functions and
there are as many funny stories told as
sad ones. If you are in the area of Fort
Benning during June 17-20, be sure to
stop by the Sheraton Airport Hotel and
visit our hospitality room and check out
some of the Rendezvous and Hall of
Fame activity on the Fort.

The Chief of Staff of the Army has
directed that COL - William J.
Leszczynski, Jr. change command with
COL Stanley McChrystal earlier than
expected. This has forced the Ranger
Rendezvous to change from July to
June. Below is a short timeline that
should assist in planning of Ranger
Rendezvous activities. Due to this late
breaking change, some events may
shift slightly.

17JUNE
1600-Abn Assault on Fryar DZ

18 JUNE

0600 Regimental PT on Watson Field

0900-Ranger Stakes/Boxing.on SGM
Field

1300- Ranger Stakes/Boxmg on SGM
Field

1800-TRRA Membership Meetlng

1900-Informal Banquet and Boxing

Finals at the Airfield Hangar -

19 JUNE

1030-Rangers in Action Demo at
Victory Pond-RTB . :

1330-Distinguished Members of the
Regiment Ceremony at Marshall

Auditorium (BLDG 4) _
1600-1800-Hall of Fame Ceremony
at the Ranger Memorial

20 JUNE :

0900-Regimental Change of Command
at York Field

1030-1130-RCO+S Reception

1300-1400 Hall of Fame Unvellmg at
RTB Headquarters- :




P/75th Ranger
Vice B(esident

'm just getting back from the

1997 Best Ranger Competition

at Ft. Benning and rushing to

get my column ready for this
issue of Patrolling. Rick Ehrler, our
“Grand Poobah”, and | arrived
together and linked up with Rangers
Roy Boatman, Patrick Tadina, Noble
Cox, Art Silsby, John Burns and
Duke Dushane. Rick flew down
from Boise, Idaho and we drove up
together. The trip was uneventful
until | let Rick drive from Cussetta
into the Sheraton Hotel parking lot.
At some point, he must have run my
car off the road and knocked the
muffler loose from the header pipe.
We had a great time together and
really enjoyed the competition of the
31 two-man Ranger teams from all
over the world that competed in this
grueling test of Ranger skill, stami-
na, and intestinal fortitude. Two
Rangers from the 101st Airmobile
Assault Division won this year's com-
petition. Ranger Second Lieutenants
Jay Hansen and Christopher
Robishaw outlasted and outscored 30
other teams to win the 15th Annual
David E. Grange, Jr. Best Ranger
Competition, May 2-5. The winners
happened to be the runners-up last
year, and they came back to give it
another shot this year. They nar-
rowly won over some very tough
competition. That goes to show you
the caliber of the teams who com-
pete on this rugged course put
together by the RTB.

Duke Dushane and | were
somewhat humiliated while following
the teams around the “Darby
Queen” Obstacle Course. We were
passed up by a lady carrying a baby
halfway through the course, then
came in behind a female photogra-
pher from the Columbus Ledger. It
was a very humbling experience.

All of us who attended spent a
lot of time eating, drinking Miller
Genuine Draft—the “Official Beer of
the Rangers”—and mixing with
other Rangers and guests. The RTB
once again did an outstanding job
organizing the competition and
hosting those in attendance. “A job

well done” to Colonel Dorian
Anderson and the men from his
command!

In my brief supplemental

newsletter to the general member-
ship sent out in April, I mentioned
Ranger Bob Black’s role in getting
the Ranger Tab for the Korean
Rangers. Bob was quick to correct
me, stating that he assisted the 8th
Army Ranger Company in being
awarded the “tab”. The remainder of

the Korean War Ranger companies |

got their “tabs” on their own. Sorry
about the miscue, Ranger Black!
Bob has been very busy lately

working with our former President, |

Roy Barley, preparing a presenta-

tion to be given to MG Carl F. Ernst, |

the Commandant of the U.S. Army
Infantry School and the Ft. Benning
Post Commander. We are still in the
process of setting up a meeting with

MG Ernst to present our case for the |

award of the Ranger Tab to the
LRRPs, LRPs, and Rangers who
served in the Vietnam War. Another
option is for the Army to authorize
the “unauthorized scrolls” that we
wore while serving in our various
units. To this day, the Vietnam era
Lurps and Rangers have no official
recognized insignia. Of course, we
all still wear them, just as proudly
and just as openly as we did in-
country so many years ago. But
those who remained in the Army
quickly discovered that wearing
them stateside as a combat patch

| opened them up for possible disci-

plinary action. Last year at Tacoma,
our Officers and Board of Directors

have authorized Roy Barley to pur-

sue this action via Congress, but

now with the added expertise of |

Ranger Bob Black, we have decided
to attempt once more to push for
authorization through the Army. We
all realize that this effort has been
going on for years, and many of our
brothers are getting tired of it alto-
gether. But we were known for our
perseverance in Vietnam and |
guess that we haven't lost any of it.
As I've said before, some may not
agree with this course of action, but
our membership has shown an over-
whelming affirmation to the pursuit
of this goal, so we will continue try-
ing. We are only seeking equal

treatment already afforded to those
who preceded us as Rangers. |
believe it is a just and noble cause.
It's not just the gold and black tab—
it's the principle. Personally, | have
never looked down my nose at any
Ranger, whether he served in com-
bat or not. The times and circum-
stances dictate who serves in com-
bat. It is seldom a matter of choice.
Anyone who has worn the “scroll” or
the “tab” has put himself in the posi-
tion of being a member of one of the
units we served in. Being a Ranger,
or a Lurp, means being one in your
heart, your mind, and your soul.
This will never change, regardless
of who authorizes what, or who can
wear what. So bear with us, and
support us in our just crusade.
Hopefully, we will have some posi-
tive feedback for you by the next
issue of Patrolling.

Our work on the revisions of the
Constitution and By-laws is still in
progress, and after things slow
down a bit after summer we'll get
more accomplished in this area. We
have a couple of new ideas and will
be presenting them to you as soon
as we can. There has been a lot
going on lately and more to come in
the next couple of months with the
Ranger Rendezvous, Ranger Hall of
Fame, and the various company
reunions planned for the summer.

Congratulations are in order for
two of our members, Rangers Duke
Dushane and Col. John Lawton
(ret.). They have been officially noti-
fied that their nominations to the
Ranger Hall of Fame have been
accepted and they will be inducted
on June 19, 1997. | urge all of you
who are able to try to attend to sup-
port both of these fine Rangers who
will represent our Association.

Ranger Roy Boatman will have
been honored as our “Airborne Man
of the Year” by Static Line publica-
tion by the time you read this, and it
is most richly deserved.

The 75th Ranger Regiment has
contacted me to let us know that
they wish to make Richard Ehrler
and Duke Dushane “Honorary
Members of the Regiment” at cere-
monies to be conducted during the
Ranger Rendezvous. This is some-
thing the Regiment does on it’'s own,
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FROM THE XO's BUNKER

and we are honored to have two
such fine members represent us.
Both are very deserving of the
award.

John Burns is our newest Unit
Director representing the Somalia
era Rangers. He is currently in the
process of relocating to Columbus,
Georgia. If anyone has need to
reach John before he gets settled in,
contact me and I'll be happy to relay

your message. You can also reach
him at his new address posted on
the back cover.

Congratulations are also in
order for one of our newest mem-
bers, Ranger Bobby
Chief” Pyatskowit and his wife,
Katie, on the arrival of their new
daughter, Nicole Dawn. Nicole was
born on May 6, 1997. Bobby is a
former member of B/3/75 and is a

“Sergeant

veteran of Somalia. He separated
from the Regiment last year and is
currently attending school in
Wisconsin, preparing for a career in
law enforcement. He reports that
mother and daughter are both doing
fine—as is the father.
‘Til next time, out here!

The 75th Ranger Regiment
Assouatlon Welcomes Miller Genuine
Draft Beer

The 75th Ranger Regiment Association is proud to welcome the Miller Genuine Draft brand
manager, his staff, and product, into an alliance with our Association. The Miller Genuine
Draft folks have made us the most generous offer to be the “Official Beer of the Rangers”.
They have generously promised to provide their product for our enjoyment and consumption
at all future Association musters. We wholeheartedly welcome their participation and deeply
appreciate their generosity. Being Rangers and Lurps, we take our beer drinking seriously,
and at times have been known to consume copious quantities at one setting. Since we have
always looked out for our Ranger brothers currently defending our nation’s honor, this ample
supply of premium beer will guarantee that we will not thirst while sharing lessons learned
with our younger brothers.

Miller Genuine Draft has also offered to provide our Association with 144 golf shirts display-
ing our Ranger logo and theirs (a marriage made in heaven, no doubt!) to help raise funds to
defray some of the administrative expenses incurred in running our organization. These will
be made available to the general membership at a date to be announced, and at a reason-
able price. In exchange for a full page color ad in each issue of Patrolling they have also
offered to pick up the additional expense incurred in providing full color on the four cover
pages. Our publication will now be even more attractlve and professional looking than:
before.

In return for Miller Genuine Draft's magnammous donation, we have decided to offer them
the back cover of our magazine Patrolling, in order to extol the virtues of their product and let
all know of our alliance with them. Honorary memberships will be extended to the brand
manager and a couple of his associates to show our gratitude. We welcome them aboard
and look forward to their attendance at our Association functions. Rangers and Millers
Genuine Draft Lead the Wayl : '
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Sove’s Sitrep |

By Tom Sove
K/75th Ranger
Secretary

Wy favorite subject is mail-
| ing labels. We intentional-
~ ly screwed up the last
: 1 effort just so | could have
somethlng to write about. But Linderer
said | can’t do that anymore, so here’s
the real story on your mailing labels.
They're current as of 1 June 1997; that
is, as current as the information I've
received from various sources: e-malil,
direct mail, Treasurer reports, etc.
This time the labels will have your
name on the top line, and your mem-
bership status on the second line. The
first three digits are reserved for your
membership number. If you are an
honorary or complimentary member,
three “0”s will show up there. The next
two digit code signifies the date to
which you are paid up to, or a special
designation that indicates you do not
have to pay because you are a Life or
Honorary member. Here are a few
examples:

) A “-95" means you haven't
paid anything since 1995! You're
delinquent. Pay up now, and don't
argue about it.

*  A"97" means you are paid up
to the end of June, 1997, and you
should pay your next annual dues now
for the July 1997 to June 1998 period.

* A"-08", %997 etc. means you
are paid up until June of that respec-
tive year. Nothing is due from you until
that year.

* An*“LM’"means you are a paid
up Life Member and owe nothing.

i An “-HM"” means you are an
Honorary Member, which indicates
your dues are gratuitous. We have
very few of those.

The problem we ran into last issue
came from sending the mailing label
data base via floppy disk to our print-
er. They said that they would be able
to extract everything exactly as we had
it, but it didn't work out that way. So
this time I'm doing the labels by hand.
Please do not bother anyone else with
any questions or complaints about
your labels. Contact me direcily.

It seems that e-mail has become
our association's communication
media of choice, especially among the
officers and other active folk. | have
been having nothing but problems with
my provider the past year and have
been AWOL from the net on numerous
occasions. The result has been a little
frustrating. My solution is to get a new
provider, and that will be consummat-
ed on 1 June. As a result of my prob-
lems | have also become a little suspi-
cious of the reliability of e-mail, and
urge anyone who can't get through to
me to please pick up the phone and
call me. My home number is
(209)575-2758, and work is (209)579-
0914. I'm well known at both places,
and messages left will get to me.

The “Phony of the Month” award |

goes to an inquiry from someone who
was looking for background informa-
tion on a Ranger who served in
Vietnam with the 2nd Battalion of the
75th Ranger Regiment in 1970. They
just keep on coming!.

The status of our Association |

q

appears to be quite healthy, but it
could get better with your direct action.
For those of you who have made
address changes and have notified
me directly, thank you very much. |
have processed over a hundred new
members in the past nine months,
which includes “rejoiners” from the
past and newly located veterans.
Something most encouraging is the
flow of new members from the Ranger
Regiment. Remember, these are the
guys who are going to carry on and
keep this association alive. But, there
are still hundreds of old Lurp's out
there who either don't know we exist,
or need the prodding to join up. If you
know someone in either category, it's
your duty to encourage membership in
our organization. If you can’t do it, ask
someone else to help. If your Unit
Director won't, or can't, spend any
time in this endeavor, think about get-
ting your guys to appoint someone
who can. Strength comes from num-
bers and activity. We need your help.

We have a great thing going here.
I'm reminded just how fulfilling this
Association is each time | talk with one
of you about something, and especial-
ly at the reunions where | see faces
full of anxieties and worries dissipate
into complete relaxation after just a
few hours of comradeship. It is our
duty to share this with those who are
us. RECRUIT!

NOTICE: WAR STORIES WANTED!

Author Gary Linderer, 101st Airborne Division Lurp/Ranger is currently looking for Vietnam era LRRP - LRP -
Ranger mission stories for a new book titled Phantom Warriors—Lurp/Rangers of the Vietham War, coming out in
early 1998 under a Random House label. Stories must be factual, substantiated and detailed. Linderer wishes
to recognize all Lurp/Rangers by including a chapter on each of the 37 LRRP-LRP-Ranger units that served in
Vietnam theater, in addition to chapters on the BDQ and B-36 Lurps. Time is of the essence! Don't delay.
Contact Gary Linderer for more information and an interview:

201 N. Adams
Festus, MO 63028
(314)937-7204

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO GET SOME LONG DESERVED RECOGNITION FOR YOUR UNIT!!!
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Commo Check

By Gary Linderer__
F/58th (LRP], L/75th Ranger
Editor

e “shake down” cruise is
over, and if we were being
graded by anybody but you
guys we'd probably be out of

a job already. Our first effort at putting
out a new Patrolling had more screw
ups than a cherry team led by a shiny
new shake ‘n’ bake fresh from the
States. God, we sure don't work
under pressure like we used to! For
those of you who picked up on the

cation—that was a real boner on my
part. And for those of you who were
offended by my offhand remarks about
some rear echelon O-6 getting people

war in the Ambush! - L Co/75th Inf.
Rangers in Action article—well, Christ,
do you really think that never hap-
pened? If you subscribe to that theo-

conflict than the rest of us.

But that's really not the issue here.
The 75th Ranger Regiment Association
is our association, founded by us to fos-
ter and promote the friendships and
bonds we forged serving together as
Lurps and Rangers during the past thir-
ty years or so. We have a proud and

dates the founding of our country. It's
a heritage that we have sustained with
our blood and the blood of fallen broth-
ers, a heritage we currently foster and
promote with our continued cama-
raderie. Our independence, our esprit,
our loyalty, and...yes, even our arro-
gance is what makes us Rangers in
the first place. This is our publication,
and it should be available for any
member in good standing to speak his
mind, albeit without spite for spite’s
sake alone. As your editor it is my mis-
sion to insure that the publication’s
staff provides our membership with an
open forum, timely communication,
entertainment, and general informa-
tion. To accomplish this mission we
need your support, your input, your
feedback and vyour participation.
Pressure your unit reps to submit a
column each issue, so that you can
stay on top of what's happening. If
they don't want to do their jobs, ask
them to step down and turn it over to

“old” address on the association appli- |

killed because of his misplaced lust for

ry you must have been in a different |

illustrious heritage to uphold that pre- |

someone who will. Keep in mind,
many of our unit reps took the job
because no one else wanted it. By
now we've matured enough as an
association that we ought to be able to
find someone who “wants” to do the
job. We all know the importance of
“good commo”. Without it, it's tough to
function—-and even tougher to ask for
help.

I'd like to invite any of you who feel
the need to get something off your
chest, share your thoughts, tell a war
story (only if it's true), or even if you
just want to make an ass out of your-
self, put it on paper and send it in. Let
us know what you're doing, how life is
treating you, or what you've accom-
plished. Here's an example for you:

Steve Mead, D/75th, | Field Force,
called to say that he and his 12 year
old son Jed are leaving June 5th for

Hanoi. After three weeks in country, |

the two Kentuckians are heading to
Hong Kong to be on hand for the Red

Chinese takeover in July. Steve said

that they’re expecting such a crowd
that his hotel room in Hong Kong for
five nights set him back over $2,200
US—-a final lesson in pure capitalism.
Have a great trip, Steve.

That was a real tough one, wasn't
it? Drop us a line. Give us your coor-
dinates and call signs, and maybe we
can hook up some of you guys who
share an AO. What's wrong with a
Lurp/Ranger beer party, barbeque,
fishing trip, or a ball game? You don’t
have to be from the same unit or the
same generation to be friends, you
know!

How about some photographs
from the old days? Send them in
complete with captions and we'll run

AR
S"‘ ASS wﬂgs

| progress.

them. You old Nam vets, show your
buddies and our younger Ranger
brothers from Grenada, Panama, Irag
and Somalia just what studs we
were—-you know, back when we were
in shape, and were young and pretty.
You young guys—-well, okay, go
ahead and show us that you're still
studs! We can't help it we're old.

We can really make Patrolling
something special, but you've got to
pitch in and do your part. We've got 32
pages to fill each and every issue, and
the three of us can't fill them without
your help. Besides, in spite of all our
combat experience, Miller, Jorgenson
and | will be out of personal war sto-
ries in 30 or 40 issues. And if we can’t
get any from you guys, we'll have to
start making them up—-or, heaven for-
bid, we might even have to start run-
ning some Navy SEAL stories!

One final thought! I'd like to chal-
lenge each and every one of you to go
out and recruit a new member by the
end of the summer. Growth brings
We've lost a lot of past
members for a number of reasons,
and we need to get them back again.
Our association is in the best shape
financially and physically that it's been
in a long time. But too many of our lost
brothers are unaware of this. Since
they're not receiving Patrolling they’re
not going to find out what they're miss-
ing by not belonging, unless you tell
them. Sponser them it that's what it
takes. It's only twenty bucks. Get it
done.

Well, that's Commo Check for this
time. Hope you're reading me Lima
Charlie. Linderer, Out!

RANGER JEWELRY

: OF DISTINCTION

“Specializing in Military Jewelry”

Custom jewelry in gold and silver, Ranger Tab/School pen-

dent or pins, custom work a specialty, if you can imagine i,
| can make it! For further information:

P.O. Box 320534 ¢ Tampa, Florida 33679 ° 1-800-739-0671

Ten percent of all profits donated to the
75th Ranger Regiment Memorial Brick Fund




By Smokey Wells

recently went down to
Panama to visit my Ranger
buddy SFC Rick Merritt of
B/3/75 (Just Cause and
Somalia). He’s stationed at Ft.
Sherman for a year as a senior

Smokey Does Panama

Infantry Training NCO. His room-

mate is SFC Dave Wilson, also
from B/3/75 and one of the heroes
of the battle in Somalia.

| arrived at the beginning of
the dry season so the weather
was near perfect. Let me say that
Ft. Sherman is the most beautiful
military installation I've ever seen.

Since | was there to see what Rick |
was doing | stayed busy attending

land mine warfare, booby trap,
and infantry training classes. |
even dressed up in BDU’'s and
cammy paint. It sure brought back
some old memories! There was
even an infantry company from the
82nd Airborne Division there.
They allowed me to helo-cast from
a Chinook into Gatun Lake with
them.

There was a field dedication
ceremony scheduled on January
14 to honor Major Dick Meadows.

Gen. Wayne Downing was there to |

give the dedication speech. As it
turned out, the ceremony was
postponed until the 21st and BG

Wagner ended up making the |

speech.

| met with Gen. Downing at the
Tarpon Club dinner house at
Gatun Lake near the dam. We had
a nice talk during which he
enlightened me on some of the
history of the Canal and the sur-
rounding area. Gen. Downing is a
very brilliant man.
back to his quarters and wished
him well on his trip (I don’t think
he will ever retire.).

Well, my three weeks had
come and gone. It seemed as
though | couldn’t get out of

Panama as there was always
something else to do. Rangers
Rick Merritt, Dave Wilson, Wilfred

| drove him |

L to R—Smokey Wells, 1SGT Mike Stangle, SFC Dave Wilson on MK-4 during subma-
rine escort duty at Gatun locks at the entrance to the Panama Canal. Note the S.S.
Grayling in the background. (Author’s photo)

Gienger and | went to Rio Hato
where B/3/75 jumped in during
Just Cause and captured the air-
field. Rick related all that hap-
pened that night and pointed out
the spots where the firefights took
place.

We went into Noriega's home |
It's a beautiful 3- |

on the beach.
story house, but everything is

outlets were hanging out of the

| walls. You could see bullet holes
in the walls of the 2nd floor bed- |

room where shots were fired up
from the courtyard below.

When we checked back in at
Ft. Sherman General Wagner sug-
gested that | be picked up by an
MK-4 gunboat early the next
morning. | told him “okay” and
asked if | could take along my
Ranger buddies.

The next morning was like a
movie. Under cover of darkness

| things got interesting.
gone, looted. Even the electrical |

and surfaced right in front of us.
Suddenly it hit me what we were
out there for. We were to escort
the U.S. Navy submarine S.S.
Grayling through the Panama
Canal.

We took the Grayling through
each of the locks until she got
inside the canal. That's when
| got to
take my party aboard the sub.
The crew is composed of highly

| trained and skilled technicians.

we left the lagoon at Ft. Sherman |

on one of a pair a small gunboats.
Everyone was heavily armed. At

the break of dawn a large shape |

rose up from the ocean depths

They gave us the grand tour of the
boat. We ate in the galley, did the
periscope thing (just like in the
movies), and shot water “slugs”
from the torpedo tubes. | never
realized just how intricate and
downright massive a nuclear sub
is. What a boat! | want one.
Well, the crew chief finally told

. us we would have to reboard the

MK-4. But when | took a final look
up at the conning tower and saw
“Old Glory” waving so majestical-
ly, | couldn’t resist asking the chief
if 1 could ride up there. He quick-
ly told me “no way.” | begged him
to ask the Captain for permission.
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Smokey Does Panama

When he finally relented and did
so, the Captain looked down and
said, “Smokey, come on up." He
didn't have to ask me twice.

We docked at Rodman Naval
Base at 1530 hours, where Gen.
Wagner kindly provided us with
transportation back to Ft.
Sherman. All of us were over-
whelmed by the experience. All

the money in the world couldn't |
have bought us a trip like that one. |

Like me, Mike and Dave had never |

been through the Canal. It had
been our lucky day. | want to say,
“Thanks again, General Wagner.”

| had been in Panama six
weeks and two days, during which
| had met some of the finest hard-
charging military personnel | had
seen in a long time, but when
you're dealing with SOCOM you
know vyou're dealing with
America’s finest.

Col. Harrison, CSM Tudor,
Maj. Doug Smith, 1SGT Frank

Flores, SFC Frank O’Connell, |
Gen. Wagner, Gen. Downing, God |

bless you all for your service to
our country, and thank you for an
unforgettable experience. It put a
smile in my heart and brought
back a lot of memories of times
gone by. It also gave me new
memories of new friends and a lot
of very special people.

i

T TR

L to R—1SGT Mike Stangle and Smokey Wells on the deck of the nuclear sub §.S.
Grayling at the Mira Flora locks in the Panama Canal. (Author's photo)




Three More LURPS Come Home!

By Dan Pope

Dateline: February 1997

“Private First Class Joseph
Edward Fitzgerald of Northbridge,
Massachusetts, carried as Missing
in Action by the US Army since his
3d Bde, 25th ID Task Force Oregon
Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol
was annihilated northeast of Ha
Thanh Special Forces Camp (Quang

Ngai province, RVN) on 31 May, -

1967, has been positively identified

by the US Army’s Central
Identification Laboratory, and his
remains as well as those of his two
teammates John Jakovac and Brian
McGar have been released to their
next of kin for burial.”

Disclaimer:

Although great effort was
expended in obtaining the facts con-
tained herein, there are still many
ambiguities due to lack of official
documentation and conflicting opin-
ion. The enclosed data is as close to
the truth as is ascertainable at this
time.

The personal opinions contained
in these articles are those of the

Webmaster.

A Word of Thanks:

My sincerest thanks to Ms. Lynn
O'Shea of the National Alliance of
Families for providing background,
information and editing assistance
for this report.

We would like to express our |

gratitude to the Worcester,
Massachusetts Telegram & Gazette
for giving us permission to use
excerpts from their March 13th arti-
cle.

Board of Inquiry Report

Name:
Fitzgerald

Rank/Branch: E3/US Army

Unit: LRRP, 3rd Brigade, 25th
lInfantry Division (See note in text)

Date of Birth: 25 November
1948 (St. Johnsbury, VT)

Joseph

Edward |

Firing squad from the Old Guard at Ft. Meyers “stand to” prior to the burial ceremony. (Steve
Crahtree photo)

Home City of Record:
Northbridge, MA

Loss Date: 31 May 1967

Country of Loss: South Vietnam |

Loss Coordinates: 145215N
1085242E (BS718450)

Status (in 1973): Missing in
Action

Category: 2

Acft/Vehicle/Ground: Ground

Other Personnel In Incident:
Brian K. McGar; John A. Jakovac
(both missing)

Name: John Andrew Jakovac

Rank/Branch: E5/US Army

Unit: HHC, 3rd Brigade Task
Force, 25th Infantry Division (See
note in text)

Date of Birth:
(Ontanogan, MI)

Home City of Record: Detroit,

10 April 1947

- M

Loss Date: 31 May 1967

Country of Loss: South Vietnam |

Loss Coordinates: 145215N
1085242E (BS718450)
Status (in 1973): Missing in

Action
Category: 2
Acft/Vehicle/Ground: Ground
Other Personnel In Incident:
Joseph E. Fitzgerald; Brian K.
McGar (both missing)

Name: Brian Kent McGar

Rank/Branch: E-3/US Army

Unit: LRRP, 3rd Brigade, 25th
Infantry Division (See note in test)

Date of Birth: 17 August 1947
(Turlock, CA)

Home City of Record: Ceres,
CA

Loss Date: 31 May 1967

Status (in 1973): Missing in
Action
Category: 2

Acft/Vehicle/Ground: Ground

Other Personnel In Incident:
Joseph E. Fitzgerald; John A.
Jakovac (both missing)

Synopsis

On May 31, 1967, PFC Brian K.




Three More Lurps Come Home!

Military pallbearers carry the casket to the gravesite. (Steve Crabtree photo)

McGar, PFC Joseph E. Fitzgerald; |
Sgt. John A. Jakovac; Cpl. Charles |

G. Rogerson, and SP4 Carl D.
Flower were members of a Long
Range Reconnaissance Patrol
(LRRP) deployed in Quang Ngai
Province, South Vietnam. The LRRP
unit was inserted to move to the
base of Hill 310 and to check out an
area along a hedge row where sev-
eral Viet Cong had been seen and
fired upon by gunships earlier that
day. Then, at night, the patrol was to
move to the top of Hill 310 to estab-
lish an observation point.

Early that afternoon, a report
was received that the patrol had

established a position and reported |

everything was normal. At 2030
hours, the patrol reported that they
were going to proceed to the top of
the hill to establish the observation
point as briefed. Radio contact with
the patrol was lost after that, as the

patrol failed to make a scheduled
| three therefore, must have been

report at 2145 hours.

On the morning of June 1,
search elements began sweeping
the area. During the search, bodies
of Rogerson and Flower were dis-
covered in fresh graves. The search
element also found an expended
AK-47, 5.56 and 7.62 millimeter
brass as well as hand grenade frag-
ments. Blood trails were discovered

leading from the area. Searches
conducted from June 2 through July
12 proved unsuccessful.

NOTE:

In April 1967 elements of the
196th Infantry Brigade, the 1st
Brigade, 101st Airborne Division,
and the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division were selected to form a
provisional division-sized unit called
Task Force OREGON and then
moved to the | Corps Tactical Zone

where it operated in Quang Ngai |

and the southern part of Quang Tin
Provinces. When OREGON was
replaced by 23rd Division (AMERI-
CAL) on 25 September 1967 only
the 196th remained in its descen-
dant division. The other units were
returned.

While US Army records place
Fitzgerald, Jakovac and McGar in
the 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry
Division, this unit was operating in
the other end of the country. The

among the element chosen to com-
prise Task Force OREGON.

NOTE:

This is believed to be the Board
of Inquiry Report. It is believed
there is no After Action Report on
the incident due to the fact there
was no surviving team member to
make one. A Board of Inquiry

Report would have been held to
determine status of the men, after
the incident.

The Teams Fate
According to Recent
Reporis

According to an article published
on March 13, 1997 by the Worcester,
Massachusetts Telegram & Gazette,
a home town newspaper in
Fitzgerald’s area,

“Army field reports following the
squad’s disappearance have led
Army investigators to reconstruct
what they believe to be an accurate
portrait of Fitzgerald's last day of
life.”

In the article written by George B.
Griffin, himself a Vietnam veteran, Mr.
Griffin says that according to the recon-
struction,

“The helicopter and the insertion of
the five men had been spotted by the
enemy. As Fitzgerald's patrol was work-
ing its way toward the ridge, Viet Cong
and NVA regulars were taking positions
on the high ground. When the
Americans were within range, about 50
yards away, the Vietnamese opened
fire”

The Search

The article continues to say that,

“The hard packed ground below the
ridge was littered with rifle shell casings
and other debris of war. The firefight
had been brief, but intense. Nearby, the
searchers found a shallow grave with
two of the American bodies. They had
been stripped of their gear and
weapons before being hastily buried”

NOTE:

The two bodies were identified as
Cpl. Charles G. Rogerson and SP4 Carl
D. Flower.

“Trails of blood led away from the
firefight scene, leading the search team
to conclude that the three other mem-
bers of the LRRPs, including Fitzgerald,
were taken away by the Vietnamese.”

“But the team ended the search
without finding their common grave.”

The Final Identification

In 1994 the remains excavated
from the potato field were shipped to
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