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From The TOC

By Rick Ehrler
E/50th LRP,
President

ell, here it is early May
and time to get my last
article out for the June
newsletter. It has cer-
tainly been a busy and interesting cou-
ple of years as your president. | want
to offer much thanks to a number of

people who have helped get the job |

done. First Terry Roderick has been a
fantastic VP and | know he will be a
great asset to our association as the
next president if you guys vote him in.
Walter Buchanan and Steve Crabtree
have worked tirelessly to help us com-
plete our KIA brick project well ahead
of our best expectations. Duke
Dushane has spent much time at Fort
Benning and in Columbus keeping the
contacts hot and setting up this major
reunion. Even though Roy Boatman
stepped down as secretary in 1996, he
has continued to be an

help Terry and | with background need-
ed to run the Association.
continues to be the Association

Historian and is currently working with |

Cinemir Bahmanyar, a younger Ranger
who served with the Regiment in the
1980s. Mir is working as Roy’s assis-
tant and is mainly in charge of history
on our new web site. For some rea-
son, Roy calls him “goat boy".
have a pair of new web site developers
on line from the post-Vietnam 75th who
are doing wonders to make our site
one of the most attractive and powerful
on the internet. See below for a mes-
sage from Peter Neves and Hank Akins
about the updated web site. They are
working closely with Daniel Pope and
Roy Boatman to capture the spirit of
our old web site and bring it up to 21st
Century standards.
to see these post-Vietnam Rangers
starting to step in and become active
in the Association. We don’t want it to
die off with the last of the Vietnam-era
guys, and Pete, Hank, and Mir are
hopefully just the leading edge of more
participation from the later Ranger
members of this Association. | don’t

want to forget the work of Larry |

Rhodes who gave us much advice
about financial responsibility and who
has always been quick to respond

when we needed information to move |

on. Gary Linderer has spent much

important |
source of information and advice to |

He also |

We |

| am really happy |

time and effort at no cost to us in |

assembling and editing our new format
newsletter, sometimes at the expense
of his other publication Behind The
Lines. We are currently looking into a
new editor/printer deal which may start
with the December issue in hopes of
being able to get out closer to sched-
uled dates. In any case, | wish to
thank Gary for helping to launch our
newsletter to a new level of quality.
Speaking of publishing dates, more
than likely the September issue will not
be out until October because of the
late August reunion. We will want to
include information from the reunion
and columns from the new officers and
unit directors in that issue so just be
aware that issue will be late by choice.
Roy Barley continues to do a fantastic
job with the quartermaster shop. |
thought he was going to retire in
August but recently heard that he
plans to continue as QM for a while
longer. | am sure Terry is happy
because Roy would be a tough act to
follow and he has done so much to pull

the QM shop out of the red after previ-

ous problems and has found us great
sources for new high quality products
at a reasonable price. Finally, | don't
want to forget the great group of unit
directors who have stepped up and

been quite active on the internet and |

with our newsletter unit columns. Tom
Sove took over an incredibly tough job
as secretary and is probably planning
a golfer's holiday after the reunion. |
cannot hassle him too much about that
because | am already planning a trip to
Hawaii for myself after four years as an
Association officer. It takes people
willing to step forward and do the hard
jobs and lend their support to make a
group like ours work well. | have been
fortunate to have had so many during
my tour to walk slack and make this
patrol a success. Please continue to
stand behind the new officers and give
them the support they need for the
future.

| wish to once more thank both
Boeing/McDonnell Douglas Foundation
and the Miller Brewing Co. for all of
their support in helping us to complete
the KIA brick project on the Ranger
Memorial well ahead of any previous
expectations.

In April Terry Roderick, John Burns
and myself attended the 21st Annual
Static Line Airborne Awards Festival in

he does to put these functions togeth-
er year after year and for the invitation
for our Association participation.

In the event some of you may not
have noticed or heard yet, the new
75th  RRA website is wup at:
http://www.75thassoc.org. There are
several areas on the site which have
been developed as a benefit to our
members. If you are the owner or
manager of a small to medium sized
business and are in a position to
directly benefit from increased sales
activities, the association will list your
business in our resources section
under the title “Do business with your
Ranger Buddy”. We also have an area
called “The Combat Zone” which fea-
tures a new story every week. If you
would like to have your business listed,
or have a story to contribute, please
coordinate with Peter Neves, who
developed the site for the organization.
His contact info is listed on the site.

Normally we have a fairly thorough
schedule of events in the newsletter
before the reunion but for some reason
this year event schedules have been
very slow from Benning. Below is a
partial list of events and dates/times,
so just plan to check at the reunion for
more complete and accurate sched-
ules. We will try to keep unit reps
advised of additions and changes
ahead of time so you can have more
advanced warning. If you have not
done so already, be sure to return your
pre-registration form from the March
newsletter to the treasurer so we will
have better ideas of the resources we
need for this reunion.

The Quartermaster shop will prob-
ably be set up on the 5th floor of the
Sheraton in one of our meeting rooms
in order to allow credit card processing
and this room will probably also be
used for picking up your registration
packets and reunion shirts. Times for
the QM store and checking in for regis-
tration packets will be posted in the
hospitality room.

Please note that Tuesday, August
18 and Wednesday, August 19 have no
scheduled events yet but there might
be an open firing range time and some
other Benning functions scheduled for
these days. We are working with the
Regiment and the RTB to fill in these

. dates. We do know that only 3rd Batt

Atlanta where Terry was named our |

“Airborne Man of the Year” for 1998. |
wish to thank Don Lassen for the work

will be present for this rendezvous.
The hospitality room will be open from
1500 to 2400 hours on the main floor
of the Sheraton and we will probably
schedule some registration and QM




store time on these days.

Thursday, August 20, will start with
an early morning memorial ceremony,
probably sometime between 0700 and
0900 hours at the Ranger Memorial to
denote the completion of the KIA brick
project. We plan to read off all names
from the KIA list for Vietnam, Grenada,
Panama, and Somalia LRRP/Rangers
killed in action. Later that day will be
the distinguished member of the
Regiment function at 1300 hours, and
the Hall of Fame installation at 1600
hours. At 1800 hours will be a meal
out in the riggers building near Lawson
Field where we intend to share some
of our free beer with the active duty
Rangers. That night, because of a
prescheduled event in the main floor
hospitality room, our hospitality room
will be up on the second floor in the
Georgia and Alabama rooms and open
until midnight.

Friday, August 21 will be the RTB
change of command. Normally this is
preceded by the Rangers in Action
demo, but this year they may not have
one. We shall see, as | am told there
is a graduation “happening” around
this time and they usually have one for
that ceremony anyway. | understand
that there may also be some kind of
golf tournament that afternoon, but
more later. There will probably be a
directors meeting in the 5th floor meet-
ing room during the afternoon. Several
units are planning a unit night out on
Friday night. Our hospitality room will
be back on the main floor Friday and
on its regular schedule.

Saturday, August 22 will be our
business meeting on the main floor of
the Sheraton at 0900 hours. Here we
deal with Association business and
elect new officers. Several members
are working to set up a PTSD informa-
tion meeting for men and families from
1300-1500 hours in that same room.
At 1800-1900 hours will be the cocktail
hour at the Iron Works followed by the
banguet until 0100 hours on Sunday.

Sunday, August 23, will be time to
take aspirin and say your good-byes
until the next one.
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By Terry B. Roderick
P/75th Ranger
Vice, Presidant

ne of the nice things about
being an officer in
Association is that it gives me

a forum to pass along my |

thoughts and comments. I've been send-
ing out entirely too many cards of condo-
lence the past 2-3 months and it saddens
me to pass along the news of another fine
friend of all Rangers. Mr. Richard A. “Dick”
Leandri died at St. Francis Hospital in
Columbus, GA on 5 May 1998. Dick was
the founder of the current Best Ranger
Competition held annually at Ft. Benning.

Dick was present at this year's annual |

competition when he was hospitalized and
passed away while there. The space allot-
ted to me will in no way be sufficient to list
his many contributions to the Ranger
Community and I'm sorry | don’t have the
chance to acquaint you all, who did not

was an inaugural member of the first group
of inductees to the Ranger Hall of Fame in
1992 as an Honorary Ranger.
speaks for itself. We will all miss him
greatly. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to his wife Frances, and their family.

I'll spend just a few moments to bring
you all up to date on the elusive “historical’
award of the Ranger Tab to our members
who served in Vietnam. After the presen-
tation by Ranger Robert Black in
December, 1997, we were told we would
have an answer by January 1998. It is
May 7th today, and we have nothing to
report. Latest news is that the recommen-
dation by the Board assembled to make a
recommendation to the Commandant of
the USAIS, General Ernst, has made its
recommendation and this has been
passed along to General Ernst for his final

decision. Right now we are in the prover- |

bial “holding pattern” on this issue. Itis a
situation we have become accustomed to
over the past ten years. Not much has
changed over the years. | personally do
not hold out much optimism concerning
this issue. For the last time, | would like to
clarify some misconceptions that seem to
be running amok in the Ranger
Community. The Vietnam era LRRPs,

That |

this |

LRPs, and Rangers are not looking for ?

“something for nothing”. Despite some of
the negative correspondence that has
been published in our newsletter by mem-
bers and others, a “historical award” does
not qualify our active duty members, and
others who might be eligible, to wear the
black and gold Ranger Tab. Most would
not wear it anyway, whether they are civil-
jians now or not. We are all proud of the

scrolls we wore in combat, and we don’t
need the Ranger Tab to verify or enhance
our service to our country. Much like the

| WWII Rangers, Merrill’s Marauders, and

the 8th Army Ranger Company, we stand
on our own accomplishments. The “histor-
ical award” would just make sure that we
have the place we earned in Ranger histo-
ry “officially” documented. Personally,

anyone who has a problem with that needs ‘

his head examined, in my mind. In addi-
tion to the Vietnam era LRRP/LRPs and
Rangers, the 29th Ranger Battalion which
fought on the same beaches at Normandy

| as the 2nd and 5th Ranger Battalions in

WWII, are in the same boat. We are the
only Ranger-type units in history who do
not have a distinctive, “officially” recog-
nized Ranger, or like, insignia, that reflects
our service in these special units. The fact
that the Vietnam War was the longest in
our nation’s history is an added factor that
should be in our favor. | welcome any

' comments or need for further clarification
know him, with this extraordinary man. He |

on this issue. Enough on that....

With the upcoming elections for the
next set of officers to guide this organiza-
tion into the year 2000, | will use this forum
to announce my plans to run for the office
of President of this great Association. |

' have asked my friend and former team

leader from P/75th, George “Dave” Gates
to run for Vice President of the
Association, and he has graciously accept-

ed. | ask that any of the current member- |

ship who plan to endorse me for the office
of President, to please consider Dave
Gates for the next Vice President. | do not
want to dictate who else serves, but it's
always nice to have a friend to work with
as we conduct the Association business if
elected by the membership. Dave retired
in 1997 as a CSM after 30 years in the
Army, and his last duty was as the CSM of
the 1st Infantry Division in Germany. His
credentials are impeccable and | urge you
to support him. It is also my understand-
ing that Ranger Roy Boatman is planning
to run for Secretary of the Association also,
and | urge you to support him. Candidates
for Treasurer have not yet been forthcom-
ing, but Larry Rhodes has stated on sever-
al occasions that he will not continue in
this capacity after four years of service.
He has done an outstanding job and under
some difficult circumstances at times. |f
you see him at the Reunion, please take a
moment to thank him for a fine job.

In addition to Larry Rhodes, Richard
Ehrler, Tom Sove, Roy Barley and family,
Dan Pope, Speedy Gonzales, and Duke
Dushane are very deserving of thanks

| from us all for their unselfish and generous
| giving of their time, money, and efforts

. over the past two years.

Others we all

need to thank are Steve “Crabs” Crabtree
and Walter Buchanan for their outstanding
contributions to all of us for the past couple
of years. Steve, for getting all of the
Memorial Bricks in place for our KIAs and
coordinating the project, and Walter for
arranging funding for the Bricks and secur-
ing the sponsorship of Miller Genuine Draft
(the Official Beer of the 75th Ranger
Regiment) during this same period.
Members of the Boeing (formerly
McDonnell-Douglas Corporation) and
Miller Genuine Draft families will be in
attendance during our Reunion/Ranger
Rendezvous in August, so if you get a
chance, please let these folks know how
much we appreciate their generosity and
assistance in helping us to honor our fallen
brothers. It would have taken much longer
to do this without their generous contribu-
tions to this worthwhile project. We look
forward to continued associations with
these groups in the future.

In closing, many thanks to all of you
who have furnished my family and myself
with words of encouragement, condo-
lence, and kindness, with the passing of
my mother and the recent “mild heart
attack” | experienced in April. | assure you
that | was humbled and pleasantly sur-
prised by the volume of cards, phone calls,
and messages | received during these dif-
ficult times. | will never forget it and hope
you all are spared these unfortunate expe-
riences for as long as possible. I've spo-
ken to our Banquet guest speaker, Mark
Bowden, via e-mail a few times since he
graciously accepted the offer to be our
guest speaker at the Banquet on August
22nd, and he is looking forward to it. |
anticipate he will be an unforgettable expe-
rience for you all. Start making your plans
now to attend the Reunion and honor our
brothers in August. I'm figuring on this
Reunion being one of the best ever. We
are working hard to try to keep everyone
busy and out of trouble during the few
days we will have together. | feel good,
pretty, and ready to go for the next two
years....if elected....

Rangers Lead The Way!l!

Out here....

Terry Roderick

a4
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By Tom Sove
K/75th Ranger
Secretary

ell, here it is, my last col-
umn as Secretary of our |
Association. By the end
of August we'll have a
whole new slate of officers, and | wish
nothing but continued success for
whomever fills the roles. This marks the
end of eight years of service for me, and
it comes at the right time, as my busi-
ness is demanding more and more of
my time and attention. The high paint of
the job was the chance to get to know so
many of our members. We really are a
homogeneous group. The low points |
were marked by the times deadlines had
to be met, which conflicted with my per-
sonal life. All in all, the low points
weren't that low. The question now is
what is in store for the Association in the
future.

There are questions about who
should be the focus of our efforts. The |
Association was founded by Vietnam
LRRPs, mostly for themselves, but with
an eye on immortality we immediately
aligned ourselves with our successors,

the modern day 75th Ranger Regiment.
Some say we have not done all we can
to find our Vietnam LRRP brothers and
bring them into the fold. Plus, the mod-
ern day Rangers have shown us what
they think of us by their arbitrary denial
of the Ranger tab. And yet, the Ranger
Regiment has been most accommodat-
ing to us as hosts of our reunions, and
the boys in the batts would sorely miss
the chance to rub elbows with their
ancestors. Besides, they are still our
successors, in so may ways.

There are questions about this
newsletter and its future. The cost
should not be an issue, we can afford it.
Since going to this format it has always
been “late” by one month: the
September issue came in October,
December in January, etc. Well, there
are reasons, of course, but have you
noticed that they still arrived at the same
three month interval as before, and the
product was so much better? In fact,
this has spawned new problems,
because we now have a format that can
accommodate personal stories, there

have been complaints when submitted |

articles were not selected for publica-
tion. What kinds of problems are we
willing to tolerate, and for what kind of
product?

There are questions regarding who
should run the Association. Should new
officers be elected every two years and
be allowed to manage our affairs, or
should their terms be lengthened, or
should we just appoint presidents and
secretaries for life? And who should be
allowed to run; only those who live
close by Ft. Benning and/or the wealthy,
or should we allow the Association to
supplement travel expenses for all offi-
cers, regardless of their state of resi-
dence or financial status? Do you real-
ly think this was settled at the last
reunion?

If, in fact, these are real issues fac-
ing us right now, we are lucky, because
we have a general membership meeting
coming up in a few months. It will be
held Saturday, August 22, 1998 during
our national reunion in Columbus, GA.
It is during these meetings that we, as
an association, can decide on these
issues, and bring up any other matters
that are important or relevant. This is an
opportunity to participate and vote. This
is not exactly like the Vietnam days,
where you didn’t have to like the dance,
but you did have to show up. But for the
welfare of our organization, it should be.

TUESDAY, 18 AUGUST:

WEDNESDAY, 19 AUGUST:

(Riggers Bldg. at Lawson Field)

1400—7? Regimental Sitrep, Final Layout for Ranger 0900-1000
Rendezvous ‘98 1100-7
1500—2400 Hospitality Room ?—?
7—? Pre-registration and Quartermaster hours to be
announced 27
Gi—]

FRIDAY, 21 AUGUST:

REUNION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (Tentative)

RTB Change of Command Ceremony
Tentative Golf Tournament (may be a closed tournament)
Tentative Riverboat cruise for LRRP/Ranger wives

(and non-tab Navy SEALs)

Tentative Fishing Tournament (bring your own C-4)
Airborne School Demo—34 ft. Towers

Assn. Business Meeting (All paid members—

Main Hospitality Room-Sheraton)

PTSD Meeting (Members and wives—

Main Hospitality Room-Sheraton)

Bus loading for trip to Iron Works

Cocktail hour (Banquet ticket holders only—Iron Works)
Banquet, speakers, award presentations—

(Ticket holders only—Iron Works)

1000-1230  Weapons shoot/equipment display (location t.b.a.) SATURDAY, 22 AUGUST:
1230-1330  Chow (location t.b.a.) 0900-1200

1330-1600 Regimental Open House

1330-1600  Hall of Fame and Distinguished Member rehearsal 1300-1500
THURSDAY, 20 AUGUST: 1700-1730

0600-0615 Bus loading for Memorial Ceremony (Sheraton) 1800-1900

0700-0830 Ranger Memorial KIA Ceremony (Ranger Memorial) 1900-0100

1330-1430  Distinguished Member of the Regiment Inductions

1500-1530 Form up for parade (Ranger Memorial)

1600-1800 Parade and Hall of Fame Inductions (Ranger Memorial)  SUNDAY, 23 AUGUST:
1800-? Buffet w/40 kegs of FREE Millers Genuine Draft Check out & Departure

*All times and locations are subject to adjustment. Final schedules will be included in registration packets.
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By C. Larry Rhodes

75TH RANGER REGIMENT ASSN INC
Balance Sheet Compariscn
As of April 30, 1998

L3

Api 30, ‘98 Apr 36, ‘97
ASSETS
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
CHECKING 108265 555054
Totat Checking/Savings 1.082.85 5.560.54
Accounts Reccivabic
Recveivables Tt 4117
Total Acccunts Receivable 777 M A7
Other Current Assets
SALES INVENTORY 11 07367 267442
D LIFE FUNDS 1-—12/08/88 305057 254088
CD LIFE FUNDS 2--04/24/93 £,354 51 €028.70
CD LIFE FUNDS 3-12i07 158 417694 3586754
CD UIFE FUNDS 4-07/02/88 315894 300000
CD LIFE FUNDS 5-04/28/88% 8.877.87 8,221.62
CD REG FUNDS Z—-0B/07/98 53330 L0480/
Undeposited Funds 130.00 G.00
Total Other Current Ascets 42 18620 07423
Tota! Current Asgels i‘!f’b?_'.!d ;44':}-!:94
TOTAL ASSETS 42 25108 44 $95.94
LIABILITIES & EGUITY
Liabiiities
Current Liabilities
Credit Cards
vicA Tie7 s87
Total Credit Carde 7787 TH A7
Toiai Gurrent Liabiifties T7A7 TRAT7
Toial Liabiiilies 77 BT TS R7
Equity
Earnings 3B AR 0 347332 43
Nct Income 2052 471.49
Cpen Bal Equily 1033883 885513
Total Equity 43,1832 4462007
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 43,261.08 44 5%6.94
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“rofit and Loss Fiscai
July 1997 through Aprii 199

Ordinary ihcome/Expense
Income
ALL DUES
FUNDS
ITEMS SOLD
MISCELLANEOUS
REUNION

Total income

Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD

Tutal COGS

Gross Profit

Expence
ASSOCIATION SPONSERED EXP
OPERATIONS
REUNION EXP

Total Expence
Net Ordinary income

Net income

q

75TH RANGER REGIMENT ASSN INC

AW & od

Juii '97 - Api ‘98

16.081.00
1,327.00
1253104
179272
130.00

31,861.76

e

988494

$.884.94

21.976.82

3.334.70
1745256
2.181.08

25,968 .34

-3.981.52

-3,891.52
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Commo Check

By Gary Linderer 7
F/58th (LRP), L/75th Ranger
Editor

ell, once again we find
ourselves getting “short”
(for Kenn Miller this has
an entirely different mean-
ing). The 1998 Ranger Rendezvous is
just around the corner, and if you
haven't made up your mind to attend
you're a bloody REMF. This is the one
that counts. If you've managed to find
excuses over the years for not attend-
ing, NONE will be accepted this time.
We're honoring all of our LRRP/Ranger
KIAs at Benning in August, and you
need to be there to pay your final
respects and help us to dedicate these
individual monuments to their memo-
ries. This is the final “amen” to all those
years of silent prayers for comrades
long departed. Join us.

Question: What's the rarest crea-
ture in the world?

Answer: A Ranger with ball-point.

Damn, when are you guys going to
start submitting things, items, articles,
letters, jokes, photos, memos, worn out
tattoos, skin tags, planters warts, rogue
eyebrow hairs—ANYTHING—to this
publication?
enough items of suitable literary worth
to inform, educate and entertain you
each issue. Patrolling is YOUR publi-
cation. YOU need to connect the dots
and fill in the blanks so that we can jus-
tify the costs for the 32 pages of blank
paper we buy for each issue. You're not
sworn to secrecy anymore, and damn
few of you are still in the “net”, so get off
your butts and start submitting some
material for general consumption or you

It's a bitch trying to find |

guys are going to start getting Patrolling |

printed on the back side of a post card.

I'd like to take this opportunity to
congratulate our outgoing Association
officers for an outstanding hitch at the
helm. With a membership number of -58-
I've been around long enough to remem-

ber when the ink was still wet on our |

charter (and most of us still had hair).
This is one of the finest batch of profes-
sionals we've had. | know there are
always a few things that seem to go
wrong (blame Murphy), but perfection
exists only in a vacuum. Progress pro-

duces bugs, but it also produces
improvement. No one ever got any-
where remaining at “parade rest’.

We've come a long way in the last two

years. We've added new units to our
list of eligibility, we've improved the
quality of our newsletter, we've
improved our commissary selection,
we've grown in numbers and life mem-
berships, and under the leadership of
Ranger Steve Crabtree we've done the
impossible in purchasing the memorial
bricks to honor our war dead in perpe-
tuity. This will be a difficult feat to
repeat or surpass by our incoming offi-
cers. They will need our support to do
s0. So, for all of the membership let me
thank President Rick Ehrler, Vice
President Terry Roderick, Treasurer
Larry Rhodes, and Secretary Tom Sove
for their outstanding leadership and a
job well done.

Food For Thought! It's become
pretty obvious that a number of our unit
directors are dropping the ball when it
comes to getting their columns in for
Patrolling, staying touch with their unit
membership, and recruiting new mem-
bers into the Association. Now I'm not
suggesting Article 15s are in store or
anything, there’s a reason for the prob-
lem. If there’s any blame to be cast it
should be cast on all of us. Most of
these guys took the unenviable job of
unit director years ago for one of two
reasons. 1) No one else would take
the job. 2) They weren't at the busi-
ness meeting when they were nominat-
ed and voted on (the fickle price of
absenteeism). Well we have a chance
to redress the problem this year and at
the same time get these poor suckers
off the hot seat. The job of unit director
is just as important to our Association
as the job of President, Vice President,
Treasurer, and Secretary. The unit
director is a “senator” who represents a
specific group of members and gives
them a voice in Association affairs,

other than the voice they have during
the biannual general membership meet-
ing. They are our liaison with the
Association and our agent in our deal-
ing with the organization. Therefore,
the job of unit director must be given all
the care and consideration we give
toward the selection of the officers of
the Association. I'm encouraging those
of you who honestly want to perform the
tasks of unit director to volunteer your-
selves to your individual members for
selection. And those of you who are
current unit directors who do not have
the time or the inclination to do the job,
please step down and let someone
have it who does. We are only as
strong as our weakest link. It's time to
strengthen the chain.

See you guys at the rally point in
August!

Linderer, out!

RANGER JEWELRY
OF DISTINCTION

Custom jewelry in gold and silver, Ranger Tab/School

pendant or pins, custom work a specialty, if you can
imagine it, | can make it! For further information:
P.O. Box 320534 - Tampa, Florida 33679 - 1-800-739-0671

Ten percent of all profits donated to the
75th Ranger Regiment Memorial Brick Fund




ACHTUNG!

Alles LRRPen, LRPen, Rangersturmgehisten

Es das time unse again, schweinhunt. If der label on der Patrolling
magunzine ist mit der number -98-, du haf to send der Association
Phundgrabben tventy (20) Deutchmarks IMMEDIAATELY if not zooner
or ve vill cut off your membershipt und both legs mit der rusty K-bar.
Vaiting es verboten. If du es vealthy und haf more money den du
know vat to do, gif us dat alzo. Ve vill put it to gut use for das komer-
aden who es unser der luchen.

(translation) =

ATTENTION

All LRRPs, LRPs, Rangers

If there’s a -98- or smaller number on your Patrolling magazine mail-
ing label, then your dues are due, fool. Get a check, money order,
cash or MPC to the Association Treasurer ASAP or run the risk of
being disenfranchised by the Association and all your bro dogs. Still
only $20. If you can afford it send a little extra for a brother down on
his luck.




CARLOS E. LEGOAS—A Ranger retires

By Smokey Wells
recently received an invitation from
Marine General Charles Wilhelm
(CINC—Southem Command) to attend
the retirement ceremony of a dear friend,

Command Sergeant Major Carlos E. Legoas.
Carlos is one of us, having served during

the Vietnam war in the 173rd Airbomne Brigade

and in C Company Rangers, IFFV. | can still
remember the first time we met in Phan Thiet

(I Corps) in 1969. We both looked like hell at

the time (you old LRPs remember that in-

country “look” you got after humping the bush
for a few months!)

CSM O. R. (Hobo) Hoggard (Ret.) from
C Company, 75th IFFV hosted me while |
attended the ceremony. We had a wonderful
four days visiing and remembering times
gone by when we were young and daring
(blink your eyes and you're 20 again).

Carlos had a lot of expertise that he
shared with a number of Central and South
American countries. Not only was he a great
soldier, but in his role as the CSM at the
School of the Americas and being from Peru
he contributed some real mainstream influ-
ence to the development of friendly military
establishments in both Central and South
America, anchoring their partnership with the
U.S. military community He has eamed the
respect of his peers both in the U.S. and in the
military establishments of its allies.

It was to be a bittersweet day for me. |
was sad to seem him retire after 30 years, but
happy for him to move on with his life. My
friend Carlos is not a sitter. He will remain
involved with fostering relationships and pro-
moting joint cooperation between our military
and its allies in the Westem Hemisphere.
Carlos has not changed since his first day in
the military, and 30 years later he is still the
same caring, loving family man and loyal sol-
dier and hero. He is a talented man of vision
and strength surrounded by his wonderful
family of five sons and beautiful wife Deylnira.

The ceremony was excellent in every
respect and protocol was at its best. The
commanding general took the mike and
spoke from the heart about Carlos as a friend
and a professional soldier, listing his many
accomplishments and achievements. ltwas a
very impressive speech, by a very fine and
intelligent man with a knack for touching the
heart with his sincerity. | later told him that he
was very fortunate to be surrounded by all of
us Rangers—(ha ha).

When Carlos gave his own speech, he
introduced Hobo and | to everyone. It was a
grand speech and very touching to the heart
when he gave his final farewell. | know he will
miss his military career.

L.io R. Smokey Wells, Gen. R. Wagner, CSM Jesse Laye, 0.R. Hoggard (Courtesy of

Smokey Wells

e

Gen. Charles E. Wilhelm—CINC, Rear Admiral Walter F. Doran—DCINC, CSM Carlos E.
Legoas (Courtesy of Smokey Wells)

As a young man who joined the Army in |

Miami, Florida in 1968, | wasn't surprised to
find out that he was retuming to Miami to

retire. His life has come full circle. Few of us |

are able to experience such a rewarding and
waorthwhile career and still be able to hang up
our hat on the same tree where we started
from.

As to be expected, | ran into an all too
familiar face and a friend in the form of Gen.
Bob Wagner, SOC South Commander. He's

a pillar in the SOCOM community and man-
ages to be everywhere at once. Gen.
Wagner is a hardcore Ranger who lead the
2nd Ranger Battalion into Panama during
Operation JUST CAUSE. He truly is a hero,
a Ranger’s Ranger, and a great friend to the
LRPs and Rangers of the Vietnam era.

God Bless all of you.

Smokey Wells

C/75




Being A LRP

By Cleetis Bleeker, D/151 Ranger

iving on the jungle floor, dark- |

ness creeping towards the five |

men waiting in ambush. The |

quiet of a few hours ago is bro-
ken by the cacophony of Vietnam's
nature.

Loud, harsh squawks of birds never
seen, the repetitious wailing of the “fuck
you” lizards! Some on our team say if |
she wails in echoes of three we'll make
contact with the enemy.

On my plastic mat, gazing into the |
canopy of blackened branches, listen-
ing to what must be thousands of the
night's voices. Monkeys thrashing
through the tops of giant mahoganies or |
whatever else grows in ‘Nam. | hear
the insects below the mat; they sound
like tiny hushed breaths. Mosquitoes |
buzzing in our ears, the sweet sting and
odor of the repellent on our bodies.

| begin to think of home, Mom, Dad,
uncles, aunts and cousins. What are |
they doing tonight. | used to sit on the
floor by the couch and read The Green |
Berets by Robin Moore. The popular
song of the same name always brought ‘
chills to my spine. Now | am in ‘Nam—
why? | even volunteered. Why was |
“playing the game” with them. What
if...what if | just jumped up right now
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Go nuts on

and started screaming?
them! Surely they would send me back
home, or....to a mental hospital! | real-
ly could get out of it if | wanted to. |
don’t have to play. | wonder.

| fantasize about Chevy's running
at the drag strips back in Indy; about

chicks—blondes, brunettes. | wonder
how many of my classmates are over
here somewhere. How many will go
back to the World in one piece? Will |
make it? | wonder.

I know I'll continue to play their
games. Their macho bullshit appeals to
me. The M-16 across my chest makes
me bad. The Airborne Ranger tabs on
my uniform gets to my ego. | want to
belong to the “guys” club. Those crazy
long range patrol guys.

All of this builds me up and tears me
down again.

Smelling like an animal.

Looking like an animal after a patrol.
Getting drunk after a mission.

Feeling the power and adrenalin of
going out and coming back in again.
What is violence?

Violence is a look.

Violence is a feeling.

Violence is an emotion.

Violence is action and inaction.

Violence is human.

Violence is inevitable.

POWER! For the ‘Nam vet it is everything.
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Power is in carrying a hundred pound
rucksack.

Power is the revving of the chopper’s tur-
bine engine.

Power is in laying with a prostitute.
Power is the firing off of thousands of
rounds of ammo.

Power is in not saying you're sorry.
Power is in the smell of gunpowder blaz-
ing in your nostrils, smokegrenades, the
rain that soaks and chills you to the bone,
the smells of the uprooted fresh earth after
a B-52 raid.

Power is in the sweeps for enemy bodies,
finding their personal things, patches of
blood and hair stuck to the long green
grass.

Power is in the debriefing.

Power is in the beer and whiskey that tries
to burn out the memories.

Power is in the drugs you take to escape
back into the world as it was before ‘Nam.
Power is what you want it to be.

Power will control you.
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Reflections

By_ ih;mas R. Bl_fmd;ord
Sergeant D/151 Ranger

n April 13, 1969, while

serving with Company D

(Ranger), 151st Infantry, |

went on a long range patrol
mission with my team.
Binh Duong Province in the Republic
of Vietnam. | was the radio operator
with an MOS of 11F4P and the rank of
Specialist Fourth Class. My team
leader was Sergeant James Bohanon.
Others in the team were Specialist
Fourth Class Al Duncan, Specialist
Fourth Class Kirk Jacobson, and
Specialist Fourth Class Dave
Drysdale. There was another Ranger
whose name | don’t recall.

We were dropped off the heli-
copter and moved quickly from the
landing zone into the tall brush. We
were only 15 to 20 meters from the LZ
when the point man spotted an enemy
bunker constructed of dirt and thatch.
We stopped immediately and then
spotted more bunkers farther back and
to the right of the first one. Sergeant
Bohanon moved forward with me cov-
ering him to take photographs of the
bunker. Our tail man, Specialist Fourth
Class Duncan then told us he heard
movement behind us where we had
just come through the brush.

We could not move back to the LZ
because our exit was now blocked.
We could not go forward because of
the bunkers to our front. The team
quickly formed into a semi-circle
defense perimeter with the left side
facing the bunkers and the right side
facing the direction of the movement
coming up from behind us. | was
inside the semi-circle with the radio
and began calling the mission com-
mander in the C&C helicopter to report
that we had found bunkers and had
enemy activity around us. We could
not cover our position with claymore
mines which put us in a very weak
defense posture. We were in thick, tall
grass and bushes, with no large trees
to use as cover.

We could tell that the enemy was
beginning to move toward us, so we
opened fire with our M-16s, the M-60
and hand grenades. We immediately
began receiving small arms fire and
automatic weapons fire from our right
front and left front. | called for Cobra

We were in

Spec Four Tom Blandford at work on patrol.
(Courtesy of author)

helicopter gunship support, which was
the normal procedure in this situation.
We usually had a pair of Cobras on
station to come to our assistance, but
this time only one was available.
Other teams from the company had
just been inserted and were also in
contact.

What impressed me the most dur-
ing the firefight was seeing a small
branch with a few leaves falling right in
front of me. We were receiving small
arms fire at the time and | knew the
twig had been shot off the branch
above me. | knew the bullet that hit
the limb couldn’t have missed me by
much. The seriousness of our situa-
tion suddenly hit me really hard. On
your way out on a mission in the heli-
copter you always wonder about your
odds of surviving the mission. You try
to believe the odds are in your favor,
considering the circumstances. When
| saw the twig fall and knew how weak
our position was with no cover, no
claymores, and against superior
enemy forces, | thought our odds had
just fallen through the floor. | felt our
chances of survival were rapidly slip-
ping away. | had to do something to
make it out of there.

| knew | had to stay in control and

focus hard on what had to be done. |
had to communicate with the gunship,
watch for enemy fire and listen to my
teammates reporting what they were
seeing. | watched for targets and
determined from those around me
where other targets were, then |
directed the gunship in for the Kill.

' When you’re firing a weapon during a

firefight, you feel somewhat in control
of things. It's when you have to stop
to reload that you feel the most vul-
nerable. My job was to direct the gun-
ship on the enemy and to communi-
cate with our C&C, and to fire my
weapon as little as possible. It both-
ered me that all the while | was direct-
ing gun runs to our front, | knew there
was that movement we initially heard
from behind. We all had to direct our
attention and gunfire toward the front
while still keeping a check on our rear.
I would occasionally fire my M-16
towards the rear to discourage the
enemy although | never had a target.

It was difficult to see through most
of the tall grass and scrub brush, but |
knew there was a tree line on the
other side of the bunkers. | had to
constantly move from my position to
the left of our semi-circle and then
back to the right again to observe the
gun runs and adjust targeting on the
enemy positions. | had to be sure the
gunship was shifting his runs to cover
a wide area all across our front. The
first enemy bunker was only about 15
meters in front of us and the tree line
was less than 25 meters away. Since
the gun runs were hitting so close, |
was forced to tell my teammates when
to get down, yet | had to stay up to
observe its accuracy.

| could hear the communications
between the gunship and the control
ship confirming enemy Kkills. It felt
good to know we were now on the
offensive and our situation was begin-
ning to improve. It was always a relief
to have those Cobra gunships begin-
ning their runs. The had tremendous
armament and could really hit a target
hard. But it was more frightening this
time since there was only a single
gunship flying our support. It seemed
like a long time between gun runs.

It was soon time to make plans for
our extraction. | heard the concern in
the voices of the gunship pilot and the
pilot of the exfiltration ship. They said

| it would be a very “hot” extraction.




Reflections

After a patrol. L. to R. unknown, John Maglinger, Jerry Crawford, Jim Bohanon, Tom Blandford. (Courtesy of author)

The pickup had to be coordinated with
our arrival at the LZ. The Cobra gun-
ship had to be in position to cover the
extraction, and the slick had to be on
the landing zone just as we got there.
It had to all happen in a brief few sec-
onds if it was to work. And we had to
get to the landing zone through the
same area we had heard the initial
movement. We didn't know who or
what would be waiting for us on the
way back.

We continued firing as we moved
toward the landing zone. | heard the
mission commander order the gunship
pilot to use fleshette rockets to cover
our movement. These were rarely
used because they destroyed such a
wide area and their kill zone was so
difficult to control. There was always

the danger that the steel darts would
hit us or the extraction helicopter. |
shouted to my teammates to explain
what we were up against.

We had to wait a couple of min- ‘
utes at the landing zone. That was a
terrifying moment because we all had
to stay close together, with no cover.
We were very vulnerable. The VC
were still close. If they knew that we ‘
were waiting to be picked up they
could watch for the aircraft to come
into range then shoot at both it and us
at the same time.

It was hard to turn my back on the ‘
bunkers. This was the worst time for
me, thinking | would get shot in the
back. Sergeant Bohanon ordered us
to put on our gas masks, then we
threw out CS grenades to confuse the

enemy.

The pickup helicopter came in with
both doorgunners firing continually,
even while we climbed aboard and the
aircraft took off. The four of us sitting
on the outboard sides of the helicopter
began firing as we lifted out of the LZ.

During the flight back to base the
only thing there was to think about was
the next mission we would be going
out on in a couple of days.

After our extraction, Air Force
fighter/bombers flew airstrikes against
the bunker complex. They reported
secondary explosions. The resulting
fire burned for two weeks.
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