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By Terry Rederick ‘
P/75th Ranger
President

ell, the guys who attended
this  year's  Association
Reunion went and did it. They
elected me President for the
next two years. First of all, as President, |
want to say, | did not do ALL of the things
attributed to me over the years? | will give you
a bit of information about my short military
service for anyone interested. This will just go
to show you that anyone who has an interest
and desire to work for everyone can actually
end up in a position to lead an organization
without really trying.

| was assigned to Co. D (LRP) 17th Inf.
out of Jump School in 1968. The LRP
Company came to Ft. Benning from Germany
in 1968 after being reassigned from Frankfurt,
Germany. We later became Co. A
(RANGER) 75th Inf. overnight, by the stroke
of a pen, on 1 February 1969. The result of
this little action is still being felt some 30 years
later and we'll discuss that at another time in
this column.

| went to Vietnam in 1969 and served in
Co. P (RANGER) 75th Inf., assigned to the
1st Bde., 5th Inf. Div. (MECH) in Quang Tri.
Funny thing was, my brother deployed with
the 1st Bde. in July 1968 from Ft. Carson and

was a tank commander in some of the same |

areas where | would visit while there.

I left the Army in 1970 after my tour was
up and just knocked around, trying to stay out
of “major trouble” for the next five years. I'd
start college, go for a week or two, get bored,
and drop out. Had a Iot of lousy jobs and one
day decided to join the Navy and take advan-
tage of their educational programs | had
heard so much about. | enlisted in the Navy
in 1975 and served four years as an Anti-
Submarine Warfare Technician (AVIONICS)
working on the P3-C(U) Orions the Navy
uses for anti-submarine warfare and maritime
patrol. Not exactly what | had been doing
before, but it gave me a chance to learn a
trade | could rely on to make a living. | got out
after four years as Navy life was not for me. |
guess | kept dropping the soap too often!

| had gotten married by that time and
had a young daughter that many of you met
this year at the Reunion. She is not so little
anymore, right Clay! | got divorced in 1982
and have two daughters. Cindy is nearly 21
now, and my youngest, Brandy, is 18 and just
starting college this fall.

| went to work for XEROX Corp. for
about 10 years as a field service rep and quit
them in 1988 and went to work at Kennedy
Space Center, where | am currently

employed as a computer technician in the
Firing Rooms.
I got involved with the Association around |

Me receiving an award from Don Lassen at the
1998 Static Line Award’s Banquet. (Terry
Roderick photo) |

1991 or so. | attended the Ranger
Rendezvous in 1992 and had a great time
seeing some of my old buddies from Vietnam,
and met many other fine folks from the other
units. | didn't know until then that there were
some damn good men in some of the other
LRRP/LRP and Ranger units | never served
in. | thought they all were in Papa Company
in Quang Tr. I've found out since that time
that there are a lot of men who preceded me,
followed me, and others | never served with
who were, and still are, doing the same great
job we did during our tours.

This whole scenario of Ranger
Rendezvous’, 75th Ranger Regiment
Association Reunions, and the two Company
reunions my old unit has had over the years |
has been just great for me personally. The
brotherhood we share with the older Rangers
and the younger guys at these functions is
just incredible to me. | have met more than
one young Ranger who has enabled me to
see myself, somewhat, when | was younger
and really “full of it”. Makes me think that we
weren't so bad after alll

| was “appointed” Unit Director for P/75
out by the pool at the Sheraton one afternoon
in 1994, and | sure didn’t know what | was
going to do. | spent the next two years con- |
tacting guys from my unit, some | didn’t know,
and others | knew very well. | tried to do the
best job | could, and just prior to the Reunion
in Tacoma in 1996, Rick Ehrler asked me to
run for Vice President and assist him over the
next two years. | was honored that Rick
would ask me, and | accepted. The past two
years with Rick have been two of the most
rewarding of my life. Sure, we have had our
share of problems with the newsletter, and
some other minor issues, but a lot got done
over the past two years. The newsletter, the
Memorial bricks at the Ranger Memorial for
our KIAs, the new website, the upgraded
quartermaster services (thanks to the efforts |
of Matt, Allison, Sharon and Roy Barley), and |

our membership rolls are up. We have re-
established working together and we will
work to keep this going in the future. We
have a very nice working relationship with the
other Ranger associations now and that
should continue. We will continue to recruit
new members for the organization, and we
will attempt to focus on the younger genera-
tion of those eligible as they are great in num-
bers, and we expect them to perpetuate this
organization in the future. At some point,
these younger rangers will be getting more
involved in the administrative aspects of the
Association and start moving into the leader-
ship positions. We will also continue to try to
get more of the Vietnam era guys into the
Association in the future. This group will con-
tinue to grow, but not at the same rate, |
wouldn't think. The website is getting a lot of
interest and may turn out to be the best tool
we have to gain new members. We have a lot
of room for growth, and by my being elected
President of this great organization, it just
shows you that anyone of you out there with
the interest and the time can do this also. |
realize the tremendous responsibility | have
accepted and will do my best to carry on the
fine leadership traditions already established.

| know I'm a bit long-winded, so I'm
going to close this for now. I'd be remiss if |
didn’t thank several people for a lot of hard
work over the past two years. Duke
Dushane, my “Ranger Daddy”, for all of his
support over the years and the fantastic job
he did to ensure we had a great time this year
at the Reunion. Larry Rhodes for his infor-
mation, four years as Treasurer, and sense of
humor that some don't always appreciate.
Tom Sove for serving as Secretary for the
past two years. Steve Crabtree for his fantas-
tic job of “ramrodding” the drive to get all of
our KlAs into the Ranger Memoxial. Pete
Neves, the new webmaster, and his buddy
Hank Akins, who have done a great job of
carrying on the work that Dan Pope has done
for the past couple of years or so. Mir and
Roy Boatman for making the effort to record
our history. Boatman for a lot of other stuff
too. The man loves this Association, and if
you don't always agree with him, you have to
respect his love for this Association. Rick
Ehrler has been a wonderful and tolerant
mentor for me over the past couple of years.
It was always nice to say to him, “Rick, you're
the President, so you have to make the call!”
He would always reply, “but your day is com-
ing,” and then laugh. | hope | have not for-
gotten anyone, but if | did, you'll be fine!! I'm
looking forward to working with Dave Weeks,
the new VP, and Jack Warner, the new
Treasurer. Roy and | are familiar with each
other already. Sleep well, brothers, you're in
good hands......

In Ranger brotherhood,

Terry Roderick
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From the XOSs Bunicer

By Dave Weeks
L/75th Ranger
Vice President

Hi Brothers;

| would like to thank the membership
for voting me in as your new Vice
President. The only thing is that | feel like
I'm night-blasting and don’t know what's
waiting for me down on the DZ.

Gail and | had a great time at the
reunion this year, and as always the
Rangers and Ft. Benning put together a
high speed program for us. First, it was off
to the range where the Rangers had a
vehicle, weapons and commo display set
up for us. There was also an opportunity
for those who wished to fire the M-9 pistol,
or the new version of the CAR-15 to do so.

Frank Johnson, Kenn Miller and |
talked to some of the young Rangers
about their duties and responsibilities. We
were very impressed. Everyone we talked

to could have given a block of instruc- |
| Company Ranger MIA since 1991. Frank

tions on their specialty. They reminded
me of us 28 to 35 years ago. These
young Rangers are definitely “high

speed”. They're good people.

During the reunion, we attended the
Ranger demonstration, the Airborne demo,
the barbecue, the Ranger Regiment open
house, the banquet, and visited Ranger
Joe's (several times). We had a great
time.

| talked to a friend of mine, 1st
Sergeant Bill Bunnell, who is the Top
Sergeant at the LRSU training at the
Ranger School. With his assistance we set
up a surprise for the students. | took Kenn
Miller, Gary Linderer, and Frank Johnson
with me and we had a great question and
answer rap session with the students and
cadre. We had such a good time that what
was supposed to be a 30-40 minute ses-
sion, turned into an hour and 45 minutes.
HOOOAH!

In my opinion, the high point of the
reunion was when Tessa Champion
Gonzalez spoke to the membership about
her upcoming trip to Vietnam in search for
her brother, James Champion, an L

Souza put a motion on the floor to give
Tessa $5,000 from the Association

account to aid in her quest to find her
brother. The vote was taken, and the
donation was approved. We also put out a
donation box at the meeting and at the
banquet and raised nearly another $3,000.
You all made me feel very proud to be one
of the members of this organization. |
believe that it is our responsibility to help in
any way we can to bring our MIAs home.
Rangers lead the way, and we're going to
keep doing it.

The last thing that | would like to say
to the membership is concerning autho-
rization for us to wear the Ranger tab. We
are NOT going to be awarded the tab. The
paperwork has been approved and sent-
forward authorizing a “special” Ranger
scroll for us. | do not know what will be on
the scroll as of yet. So let’s please set this
Ranger tab thing off to the side and get on
with business.

Rangers Lead The Way!

T

Marty Stieglitz, Vice President Boeing/Mesa, and Steve Crabtree, Boeing Engineer and former G/75 Ranger,
shake hands in front of the clock/plague given in appreciation to Boeing by the 75th Ranger Regiment
Association. McDonnell Douglas, and later Boeing, matched over $43,000 raised by Ranger Crabtree for the
purchase of memorial bricks for every LRRP/LRP/Ranger killed in action in Vietnam. The bricks are individu-
ally engraved in granite and make up the Ranger Walk at the Ranger Memorial in Fort Benning, Georgia.
The clock/plaque is now permanently displayed in the main lobby of Boeing's Mesa facility and reads:

“BOEING/McDONNELL DOUGLAS

‘All Gave Some, Some Gave All’
THANK YOU FOR HELPING US REMEMBER THEM
75th RANGER REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

20 AUGUST 1998”

RANGER
MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED!
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By Roy Boatman
74th LRP Ranger
Secretary

W ell, guess I'm back at it for
/ another two years. Guess
this volunteer job is hard to
fill. I'll do my best to see that
|ts done correctly But please remember
that as with most of us, | have a family and
job to do also and the time it takes to do this
job correctly will have to come from my fam-
ily time. 1 tried to step in when the former
secretary (Tom Sove) couldn't make the
reunion due to his daughter needing
surgery, and we all wish her the best.
Received the membership roster from Tom
and have now added the 50 plus new mem-
bers that joined during the reunion and
shortly afterwards. Permanent membership
cards should be on the way to the new
members in a couple of weeks.
There are many people in this associa-
tion that work and do things for us and do
not always get the recognition that they

deserve. Ralph Harter is one of those peo- |
ple. He has been making us the permanent |
plastic membership cards for a few years |

now. Thanks, Ralph!

I'd like to thank the outgoing officers '

who did a great job for the past two years
and welcome the new officers, Terry
Roderick (P/75)—President; Dave Weeks

(L/75)—Vice President; and Jack Warner
(K/75)—Treasurer. | look forward to work-
ing with you as we try to take this associa-
tion into the next century.

Roy and Sharon Barley, the former
quartermaster(s) did a superb job in running
our Quartermaster shop and will be missed,
we are still looking for a replacement for
them. The three members of our Web Site
crew, Pete Neves (2/75), Hank Akins (2/75),
and Mir Bahmanyar (2/75) will continue to
work on our Web site, thanks guys!

Gary Linderer (F/58, L/75), who took
this publication (Patrolling) to a new level of
professionalism has mine and the associa-
tion’s gratitude for all that he has done to
help us. We wish him the best of luck with
BTL (Behind The Lines) and if you like read-
ing stories of Special Operations Forces
from all era, | suggest you subscribe to this
magazine. | will be doing the newsletter for
the next couple of years and only hope that
| can live up to the standard that Gary set.
The only thing that will change from the for-
mat is the “color” cover page. Truthfully, it's
just too expensive to keep doing it without

Boatmans Sitrep T SRR

raising membership dues and we don't |

want to do that.

Speaking of membership dues, please
check the label on this issue of Patrolling, if
it says XXXX-98, then your membership
dues are now payable. We don't want to
lose any of the members but you must be

XXXX-99, or greater in order to receive the
December issue of Patrolling and maintain
your current membership number. If any-
one is currently having financial difficulties
just let me know and we will continue your
membership for the next year, but you have
to let us know.

A few of the Unit Directors/Board of
Directors have changed. The members
appoint the Board of Directors who they
represent and they are the ones who truly
deserve most of the credit for the success
that we have enjoyed over the years. They
are the ones who represent you on all mat-
ters concerning the way the association is
run and who should stay in contact with you.
The four elected officers cannot possibly
stay in contact with the 1000 or so members
except through the newsletter. The unit
directors are who write your unit column
each quarter and whom you should ask why
if there is no column in an issue. | look for-
ward to working with all the unit directors
and if | can help you in any way, please let
me know. A unit director's mailing will be
sent out to all the officers in a couple of
weeks to let you know of policies and pro-
cedures of the current regime.

Get those membership dues in to the
treasurer ASAP.

Roy Boatman

address:

Terry Roderick

6940 Bright Ave.

Cocoa, FL 32927
(407)631-1144
Internet—rgrrock @ palmnet.net

Terry B. Roderick
President

QUARTERMASTER NOTICE

The Association Quartermaster Store is currently undergoing some modifications and new management. For
those of you who have ordered merchandise since the reunion and not received it yet, please bear with us and
allow us some time to reorganize. If for some reason you feel we may have lost or misplaced your order, let
me know and I'll try to get you an answer. We will fill the orders and get back up to speed as soon as passible,
and we ask that you allow us a bit of extra time to do so. If you have something that might be time sensitive,
please contact me and | will try to expedite your order, if possible. We apologize for any inconvenience
incurred. In the meantime, until the situation is rectified please send your orders to me at the following

Some items and sizes will be unavailable for a short period of time due to reunion sales. If you need to blame
someone for this inconvenience, I'll take it.




By Gary Linderer
F/58th (LRP), L/75th Ranger
Editor

I entlemen, as most of you prob-
_ably already know, Ranger Roy
. Boatman is back in the saddle

= as Secretary of our Association,
and it's time for me to step down as the
editor of Patrolling and turn the job back
over to him. It's been a very fulfilling and
rewarding experience for me, and an
honor and privilege to be able to contribute
to the development of our publication.
Hopefully, I've left it in a little better shape
than | found it.

| must also apologize to you for not
being able to get the magazine out on
time. We've had our share of production
problems going to this new format.
Honestly, | doubt if they've yet been recti-

fied, but at least we seem to be moving in |
the right direction. Just make certain that |
in the future, if you want to submit any type |

of article, item or letter, get your material in

to the editor by the deadline—especially |
you unit directors. That's the best thing |
that each of you can do to get this publica- |

tion out on time.
I've always believed that the
Association’s primary mission was twofold:

to provide the membership an annual
reunion and to put out a functional
newsletter to enable us to keep in touch
with each other and be informed of current
events. Afterall, that's what we pay our
dues for. It seems to me that the
Association is now fulfilling that mission.

| especially wish to thank our past offi-
cers—Rick Ehrler, Terry Roderick, Tom
Sove, and Larry Rhodes—for all the coop-
eration they provided helping me to
expand the publication. They met all the
deadlines, provided a lot of material, and
absorbed much of the flack that was aimed
my way. Believe me, they were worth a
hell of a lot more than we were paying
them. Thanks, guys, for everything!

| also want to thank Kenn Miller
(1/101, F/588. L/75) and Kregg Jorgenson

| right to be a brother. I'd walk his slack any-

(H/75) for their assistance and support. |

Together we made a good team.

| want to personally thank Steve
Crabtree for taking on and completing the
“Big Mission"—raising the money for
bricks for our KIAs. Most of us have no
concept of the magnitude of logistics
involved in what Steve just accomplished.
| know, because he used to call once a
month just to “vent” on me. But | paid him
back by using him as a “dart board” for my
own petty frustrations. All kidding aside,
it's the “second” time Steve has earned the

time. So, if you haven't personally thanked
him for what he’s done, do it now. He's
made it possible for each of us to honor
and immortalize our fallen brothers.

As always, | enjoyed seeing a lot of
old friends and comrades down at the
Ranger Rendezvous at Ft. Benning, and
hopefully made a few new ones. It never
fails to astound me just how blessed we
are to be a part of this communiity of war-
riors—both past and present. What a
great honor and privilege it is to call myself
one of you! Camaraderie and brother-
hood—yesterday, today, and tomorrow—is
what we're all about. Without it, we're
nothing but a bunch of old guys, driving a
long way each year just to drink “free”
beer, march out of step, and flex what's left
of our warrior muscles in front of a bunch
of young men who are better trained and in
better shape than we ever were. However,
we still have something left. We have
those “memories"—those wonderful mem-
ories! Yes, we've been there, seen that,
and done that, and by God, that is worth
something! So to all of you old Lurps
(even the ones who call themselves
“Rangers”) and to you Regimental
Rangers, it's time for me to check off the
net. Mission accomplished.

Linderer, Out!

QUESTION: Name This Country:

Let’'s see how good you are at current affairs. Read the statistics below and tell me what
global super power this describes:

-709,000 regular service soldiers

-293,000 reserve troops

-Eight standing army divisions

-20 air force and navy wings with 2,000 combat aircraft

-232 strategic bombers

-13 ballistic missile submarines with 3,114 nuclear warheads on 232 missiles
-500 ICBM'’s with 1,950 warheads

-Four aircraft carriers

-121 surface combat ships and submarines
Plus all the airfields, support bases, shipyards and logistical assets to sustain these forces.

ANSWER: The United States of America. These are the U.S. military forces and facilities
that have DISAPPEARED since President Bill Clinton took office. Consider the implications.




OPEN LETTER TO THE MEMBERSHIP

Dear Rangers;

It is with deep gratitude that | am writing to thank you for inviting me to the Reunion. This experience will be
with me forever. | met the greatest group of men that | have ever had the opportunity to meet. It was truly an honor
for me to meet all of you and to be considered part of “the family”. WOW! And | must not fail to mention Linda Cox
and Linda Walker—you ladies are the best!

It makes me very proud to know that my brother, James A. Champion, is one of you. My heart was so moved to
see how you Rangers regard my brother. | know now that Jimmy is truly your brother as well. | wish that | had
known about ya'll sooner.

I am continuing in my efforts to prepare an intense search for Jimmy. All is going well. It looks like the trip will
take place in November. There are no words to express the gratitude that | feel towards the Rangers and the
tremendous support that | received. | could have never prepared myself enough for such an incredible show of sup-
port from all of you. This support that | received at the Reunion has fueled my fire even more. It is a great feeling!
The Rangers are making this dream of finding my brother and bringing him home a reality. | personally received in
my hands contributions totaling $1,154.00 (this does not include what was collected at the front table). One man,
who obviously chose not to be recognized, handed me five one hundred dollar bills! Isn’t that incredible? Everyone
gave so generously and with all their hearts. For this | will be eternally grateful. | thank all of you from the bottom of
my heart!

This money is being deposited into the James A. Champion Foundation, Inc., and will be used for the most
important endeavor of my life—to bring Jimmy home! What money is left over after this mission is completed will go
to an organization that the Foundation shall select. | personally would like to see it go to the Ranger Association.
We will need it to throw one heck of a homecoming party!

I ask for your continual prayer support. Prayer moves mountains and there are some mighty big ones that need
moving. Together we can make it happen. | know that God is with us. (On a personal note: Don Harris, you are in
my prayers.)

My brothers, | thank you and love you guys. “Rangers Lead The Way”. Hooah!

Sincerely,
Tessa Champion Gonzalez

Here is my address, telephone and e-mail for anyone who wishes to stay in touch:
404 Del Mar Ct.

Brownsville, TX 78520

(956)504-0037

tcgonzalez @aol.com

ATTENTION

Seeking information to help locate the families of LRRPs, LRPs, Rangers, Ranger Advisers
killed in combat since 1966. If you have old orders with SSNs, addresses at the time of death,
or anything to give us a strarting place, contact us. We've honored our war dead by purchasing
bricks at the Ranger Memorial in their behalf. Now we should let their loved ones know they
have been so honored. Looking for volunteers to help get the job done, especially from the
wives. We're not finished yet!

Contact: Linda Cox
111 Smokey Rock Rd
Bailey, CO 80421
(303)838-4403




Vietnamese Rangers and U.S.
Advisors Reunion at Dahl Onega

Bj' Michael Martin

hroughout the war in Southeast

Asia Vietnamese Ranger (Biet

Dong Quan—BDQ) units con-

sistently demonstrated a high
level of combat effectiveness.
organized in 1960 to resist invasion by the
Army of North Vietnam and the Viet Cong,
South Vietnamese Rangers set the stan-
dard for valor on the field of battle. From
the very start U.S. Rangers were assigned
to Vietnamese Ranger units to serve as
advisors. As a result of their shared expe-
riences, a strong bond of friendship and
camaraderie was forged that is still shared
by them today.

On Saturday, May 16, 1998, a group
of more than 100 Rangers and Advisors
came together at the Mountain Ranger
Camp, Dahlonega, Georgia to re-establish
those old bonds of friendship and cama-
raderie. Lieutenant Colonel Alfred
Dochnal, Commander of the 5th Ranger
Training Battalion, extended a generous
welcome to these veterans. Throughout
the day veteran Rangers were treated to a
series of equipment displays and tactical
demonstrations by members of the
Mountain Ranger Camp cadre. A common
remark among the guests was their favor-
able impression of technical improvements
and new techniques that have recently
been developed. Examples included
mountain climbing techniques and the use

of modern technology to enhance war- |

fighting capabilities.

Following the dinner meal, the combat
veterans attended an informal gathering at
the camp’s NCO Club. The program
opened with the posting of the colors, fol-
lowed by a memorial reading and invoca-
tion to honor our fallen comrades. Our
host, LTC Dochnal delivered the keynote
address discussing his own experiences
as the operations officer for Joint Task
Force Full Accountability, whose mission
was to locate and recover the remains of
American personnel lost in Southeast
Asia.

tion, Major General Do ke Giai, the last
commander of Vietnamese Ranger
Forces, was introduced as the honored
speaker. For more than seventeen years
General Giai was held prisoner by the
communist regime. His presentation hon-
ored the many sacrifices by the
Vietnamese Rangers and Ranger Advisors
who struggled and died for freedom.

Initially |

Following LTC Dochnal's presenta- |

Mike Martin and BDQ veterans. (Mike Martin photo)

Following his moving remarks, General
Giai presented a plaque to LTC Dochnal
for display at the Mountain Ranger Camp.

Colonel Ngo Minh Hong, Commander
of 5th Vietnamese Ranger Group, and cur-

rent president of the Vietnamese Ranger |
Association of the USA, entertained the

gathering with a rendition of a song written
to honor the Rangers who had sacrificed
so much in the defense of freedom in
Vietnam.

Closing remarks ended the evening's |

proceedings. The organizers, Mike Martin,
Jim Waters and Bobby Jackson expressed
their appreciation for the outstanding sup-
port by the staff of the Mountain Ranger
Camp and for the participation of the many

Vietnamese Rangers, Ranger Advisors,
and family members who attended.

The event was a resounding success.
Everyone had a great time and agreed to
meet again in Washington, D.C. over
Veteran's Day, November 11 in the year
2000. That date will also mark the 40th
anniversary of the organization of the BDQ.
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or those of you who were able to
make the reunion this year, | will
try to highlight some of the activ-

ities for you.
We had several members show up
early for some activities Ranger Jay
Hickey had planned for Tuesday, August

18th. These activities included jumping |
out of an airplane with a piece of cloth on |

you back. Repeat performance for many,
first time for some! These guys met up
early Tuesday morning and moved to the
airport at Tuskegee, Alabama for a day of
ground school (a refresher course for
some) and some static line jumping, civil-
ian style. | was not there personally and
don't have any numbers available, but
understand they had a great time. Some
went back the following Saturday to do it
again. I'm told that Jay hosted everyone at
his home for a steak cookout afterwards,
and everyone had a great time. Those
who participated were provided with some
mementos of the occasion. I'm told they
would do it again in a heartbeat.

Tuesday evening found more and
more of the reunion attendees showing up,
and many old friendships were re-estab-
lished. Registration began on Wednesday
and more and more people began to trick-
le in. Wednesday, the 75th Ranger
Regiment hosted rangers and their fami-
lies from all the associations for the day.
We started out at one of the firing ranges.
It wasn't anything like Tacoma, but every-
one seemed to enjoy it.

There were a number of static dis-
plays, and the Rangers who manned them
were very informative and spent a lot of
time answering questions and demonstrat-
ing their equipment. We moved from there
to the mess hall for a meal provided by the
Regiment. The chow was excellent, and
many of us were surprised not only by the
quality, but the quantity of food offered. It
is not the same as we remembered.
Today's Rangers are well fed and they
know it! Thanks to Association member
Ranger Frank Scarcello and the men who
work with him for the outstanding grub.
They also handled the wonderful cookout
Thursday night at Lawson Field. Simply
outstanding work!

The 75th Ranger Regiment opened
up their living areas to us during the open
house that afternoon. The rest of the day
was spent registering new arrivals. The
hospitality room was groovin' thanks to
G/75's “Jammin’ Jarhead” Rick Collier who
provided music for us during the reunion.
Rick did a hell of a job.

Thursday was a big day for everyone.
We began with a 0700 Memorial Service
at the Ranger Memorial to honor our fallen
brothers. The names of over 400 LRRP,
LRP, and Rangers were read by unit. The
weather was beautiful, and the timing was
just right for the service. The sun crept up
over the horizon and cast a golden hue on
the walkway, making the setting just per-
fect. We had a very nice turnout for the
service. It was attended by members of all
the other Ranger associations and a large
number of active duty personnel.
Representatives of Boeing and Miller
Brewing Company, the two major sponsors
who made it happen, were on hand. We
would like to thank all of those who gave
their time and effort to make this event a
success, especially Steve “Crabs”
Crabtree (G/75) and Walter Buchanan
(A/75 and C/75). It could not have gone
any better. I'm sure our fallen brothers
were proud of the way we honored them. It
was a simple service packed with emotion.
We received many compliments from
Rangers of all eras for the classy way this
was done. Thanks to all who participated.

Later in the day, Arthur Silsby, was
made a Distinguished Member of the
Regiment during ceremonies held at the
Infantry School. The Regiment tried to
honor individuals for various reasons each
year, and it is a real honor to be recog-
nized. These individuals are selected by
the Regiment, without any input from us.
Congratulations, Art!l Art is also very
involved in the USARA, and is a valuable
asset to both organizations.

Thursday afternoon the annual
Ranger Hall of Fame ceremonies were
held and the largest contingent of Vietnam
era LRRPs, LRPs and Rangers we've ever
assembled for this event marched en
masse to the Ranger Memorial. We were
joined by MG David Grange, who is cur-
rently the CO of the 1st Infantry Division in
Germany. General Grange served as a
platoon leader in L/75 during the Vietnam
war, and is a past commander of the
Regiment. Our past President, Richard
Ehrler, was our nominee this year for the
Ranger Hall of Fame. He did us proud, as
usual. He is very deserving for member-
ship in this select group of men and will
represent us well, as have the others who
have been chosen over the years.

There were several film crews in the
AQ this year filming us and our activities
for various reasons. | know they got some
good footage. CBS News was in town to
do a story on WWII Rangers in conjunction

with the release of the movie Saving
Private Ryan, and it was great to see the
WWII Rangers getting some of the public-
ity they deserved. Since | knew some of
them, we invited them to join us at the
hangar at Lawson Field afterwards for the
cookout sponsored by the Regiment.
They really enjoyed themselves. The
story ran about a week later on the CBS
Evening News with Dan Rather, and was
well received by the WWII Rangers.

Miller Genuine Draft, “The Official
Beer of the 75th Ranger Regiment
Association”, provided 40 kegs of beer for
the cookout. The only negative was that
we weren't able to polish them off. | think
we only killed 36 or 37 of them. It wasn't
for lack of effort. What's wrong with us?
This social affair is a highlight of each
reunion, and gives us a chance to make
new friends and mingle with the warriors
who now serve in the Regiment. Most of
us found our way back to our hotels after-
wards, and to my knowledge there were
no negative incidents reported.

Friday morning, the Rangers In
Action demonstration was presented at
Victory Pond, and was one of the best
ever. We were really worried that this
event would not take place this year, but
thanks to the new RTB CO, Col. Frank
Helmick, and the men of the RTB, things
happened. It is always one of the high-
lights for “first timers”. It's a fast moving,
rockin’ and rollin’ demonstration of the
skills taught at Ranger School.

Friday afternoon, the Airborne
Department provided a thorough demon-
stration of the skills taught at their school.
LTC Brian Stephenson and his men did an
outstanding job, and we thank them for
taking the time and making the effort for
us.

The rest of Friday was pretty much
“free time”, and many of the members

| were able to hold smaller, mini-reunions

over dinner and that sort of thing. Of
course, the hospitality room was open and
most eventually ended up there. The new
rage among the younger Rangers (and
some of us older Rangers, too) is the *keg
stand”. Sometime, try drinking a Miller
Genuine Draft while standing on your
head and you'll get the gist of this remark-
able feat. My 20 year old daughter, Cindy,
attended this year's Rendezvous with me

| and she informed me that she is deter-

mined to do a “keg stand” at Savannah in
2000. She tells me she is going to start
practicing now. We hadn't even gotten out
of Columbus on the way home, before she
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was making plans to join us next time we
gather, along with some of her girlfriends.
Practice, guys. We don't want to be shown
up by a bunch of young girls.

Saturday, we held our meeting mem-
bership and elected the new officers. We
also presented a number of awards to indi-
viduals who have helped the Association
over the past couple of years. We how a
big thanks to Duke Dushane for spending
many, many hours coordinating the hotels,
buses, and all the other details for the
reunion. That's what made the gathering a
success. Until you get involved in this just
once, you don't have any idea the amount
of time, work and frustration it takes.
Thank you, Duke!

Tessa Champion Gonzalez attended
as our guest this year, along with several
members of her family. Tessa’s brother,
James Champion—L/75, was MIA in
1971, and is the only “official” MIA from
any of our units still on that status. There
is another LRP, Ken Lancaster of E/50 9th
Division, whose body was never recovered
after he hell from a helicopter during
Recondo School training. There may be
others, but these are the only ones I'm
aware of. Tessa was invited to speak at
the membership meeting. We took up a
collection to help offset some of the
expenses she will incur this year as she
heads for Vietnam to try to find her broth-
er, or some sort of closure for her family.
The Association also made a $5,000 con-
tribution to the cause. We wish Tessa suc-
cess in her endeavor. Many of our mem-
bers and guests also contributed addition-
al money at the banquet Saturday night.
We hope this will help her with the tremen-
dous financial burden such a mission will
cost. She is a lovely lady, and we were
honored to have her at our reunion. |
understand she enjoyed meeting her
brother's friends and peers, and came
away very impressed by the caliber of men
she met.

The new officers elected to serve for
the next two years are: President—Terry
Roderick P/75; Vice President—Dave
Weeks L/75; Secretary—Roy Boatman
N/75; Treasurer—Jack Werner K/75. A
special thanks to Rick Ehrler, Tom Sove
and Larry Rhodes for the job they did for
us over the past two years. It seems like |
was the only one not smart enough to
move on! Deja vul

A special thanks to Roy, Sharon,
Allison, and Matt Barley for their time and
hard work over the past two years running
the Quartermaster store for us. This is a
voluntary position and is done on their
time. It is a thankless job in many ways.
They have taken our Quartermaster activ-
ities to a new level for us, and will be a very
tough act to follow. The new products and

services they provided to all of us were just
outstanding, and we hope to continue this
in the future.

Our Veteran's Advocate, Speedy

| Gonzales, and two of the young Rangers

from the Austin, Texas area he has
befriended, were involved in a serious traf-
fic accident on the way to the airport, and
never made it to the reunion. All of them

are lucky to be alive. Speedy tells me we |

can’t get rid of him that easily. He is heal-
ing as we speak. The other two Rangers
(don't have their names) escaped with

their lives and are also healing. The driver |

of the other vehicle died in the accident.
Jim Savage and Speedy had invited Mrs.
Patience Mason, a noted PTSD authority,
to come and speak to our members and
their families concerning this illness. We
thank her for taking her time to do this for

| us.

Saturday evening, we held our ban-
quet at the Iron Works in Columbus and
had over 400 attendees. We had a number
of Rangers from the other associations join
us, along with the 75th Regiment
Commanding Officer, Colonel Stanley
McChrystal, and several other active duty
Rangers. Indeed, we had a fine group
assembled for this event. Our guest
speaker, Mark Bowden, did an outstanding
job and everyone seemed to come away
impressed with his presentation. The
Somalia Rangers in attendance were rec-
ognized during the banquet, and several of
them were visibly moved by the rousing
reception they were given. The 5th
anniversary of their battle on October 3-4,
1993, is coming up and our thoughts will
be with the brave warriors who carried on
so well the tradition passed along to them
by the LRRPs, LRPs and Rangers who
preceded them.

Alan Campbell of A/75 won the hunt- |

ing trip to Alaska, which was the most cov-
eted prize at the various drawings this
year. We look forward to his AAR. Along
with the trip, he won a beautiful Randall
knife, which would have been a fine prize
by itself. Talked to Riley Morton (E/58
K/75) the other day, he told me that he and
Jim Venable (F/58) would like to donate a
similar Alaska hunt at the next reunion,
provided Alan enjoys himself and provides
positive feedback. This is just one example
of members giving to the Association. We
all appreciate the generosity of all those

| who donated gifts to be auctioned or raf-

fled off. A “special” thanks to Smokey
Wells (C/75) who spent 3-4 weeks prior to
the reunion in Columbus visiting friends

and procuring meals, gifts, and other neat |

items from local businesses to be given
away or won. All in all, everyone had a
great time at the banquet. The food was
great and the company even better.

After the banquet, the hospitality room
was open again thanks to the efforts of
Linda Cox, who took the bull by the horns
and had the hotel management open it up
for us again.

Sunday morning, most of us began to
prepare to find our ways home, say our
good-bys, and begin to get ready for
Savannah in 2000. It was especially heart-
ening to see so many of the Rangers who
served in Somalia getting involved in the
Association activities this year, and there
were many of them who came back to the
Ft. Benning area this year for the very first
time since they left the service. Several of
our younger brothers who served in the
Regiment since it was reformed in 1974,
joined the Association during the reunion
and | suspect we will see more join in the
future. In addition, we had the largest
attendance this year we have ever had,
and | can only see the Association growing
more over the next two years. More and
more of the younger guys are beginning to
get involved. They see that we have a
quality organization that is constantly mov-
ing forward. The hard work of many, espe-
cially Pete Neves and Hank Akins, who
handle our website now, is making it easi-
er for eligible people to join our
Association. Our website is getting better
and better every month.

That pretty much wraps up the activi-
ties for the week. We look forward to even
more of you attending in 2000. | would be
remiss not to mention the many wives, girl-
friends, and families of our members who
support us. They are a wonderful group. |
am sure | missed some things, but this is
the best | can do for now. Our Association
is very healthy, and is growing and gaining
strength every day. It is due to the work of
many. Please do your part by recruiting
and educating your brothers who are eligi-
ble for membership. Don't be afraid to ask
them to join us. One of our biggest prob-
lems is keeping the members we already
have current. Every year we do what we
can to keep from losing dues paying mem-
bers. This year we have an unusually
large list of members who have yet to pay
their dues. If your name's on this list,
please get your dues in or contact us if you
need support. We're not putting the list out
to embarrass, only to let you know if
you've paid or not. Sometimes it just takes
a little jogging of the old memory banks. It
takes a lot of time and money to contact
everyone individually. Please help us out
here.

In brotherhood,

Terry Roderick
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Jon Ellis in Vietnam (Courtesy of Jon Ellis)

Jon Ellis at the Traveling Wall (Courtesy of
Jon Ellis)

Fellow LRPs and Rangers;

This was a down day for me, but
my issue of Patrolling, June 1998
came and | was back in my world—
made my day. | was reading Gary
Linderer's Commo Check. Couldn’t
understand why no one sends in any-
thing. Well, Hell, | never do either.
This mag should be the size of the
Indianapolis phone book. | never
wrote but a few letters from ‘Nam, but
you know, “no news is good news.”
Wrong! | look forward to this mag
and reading about you all. | read it
cover to cover and feel as if | know a
lot of you through it. | for one don’t
want a fucking post card sent to me.
So here goes if they print it.

Ranger tab issue—let the REMFs
wear the “school” sign. My scroll
means more than a tab to me.
Anyone can get a tab. | see the
scroll, I know we been there.

| belong to a motorcycle club,
Vietnam Vets M.C.-IND 1V, and travel
20,000 miles a years on my Harley.
Will be in Georgia with fellow Ranger
Doug Hagan in August and have met
a few Bro’s in other states who are
bikers and Association members (still

| | leading the wild life). It's my out.

Well, I'm done. The smoke has set-
tled and I'm going for a putt. More
next issue if able to think.

Yours in Brohood,

Rev Dog a.k.a. Jon C. Ellis

Co D, 151st LRP/Ranger 68/69

Real Rangers Wear the Scroll

Dear Jon;

God, | never thought I'd be writ-
ing anyone a “Dear Jon” letter!

You should write more often. You
manage to say a hell of a lot in a few
brief paragraphs. Thanks for the
effort and the challenge. Maybe it'll
get some of our members off their

duffs.
Dear Larry;

G.L.

| can never remember whether |
have paid dues or not; when they
expire, to whom should they go., etc.
(early Alzheimers, | am certain). To
simplify my life | am sending you a
check for my Life Membership. Sign
me up as a “Lifer”.

The magazine gets better with
every issue. Keep up the good work.

Cordially,

Larry Nichols

Dear Larry;

Dues are due every year in June.
If you can’t remember if you paid
them, pay them some more—we can
always use the money! We welcome
your life membership, it also simpli-
fies the Treasurer’s job. Got you cov-

ered.

Fellow Lurps and Rangers;

| suspect that for most of us the
trip home from this year's Ranger
Rendezvous at Fort Benning was a
little like a trip back to Vietnam from
R&R. Most of us were exhausted
from lack of sleep and from having
too much fun, and just like returning
from an R&R back to the war, return-
ing home to our normal lives was
probably a little depressing, or at
least a little sad. In my experience,
at least, that's how it always was
coming back from R&R, and how it
always is coming home from a
reunion. You wish the fun could go
on forever—but the real world won’t
allow it.

| had a great time at Ft. Benning
this year, but in some ways, this was
a rather depressing reunion. The
most depressing thing about it proba-
bly can’t be avoided. We are getting
older, and too many of us are in bad
health. A World War Two and Korean
War Ranger veteran | met at the
Ranger Memorial—a man in his early
eighties—told me that his generation
had stopped aging to let our genera-
tion (the Vietnam generation) catch
up to them. He himself looked like he
could still run most of us into the
ground, but | couldn’t help noticing
how fewer the World War Two and
Korean War veterans seemed to be
at this Rendezvous compared to
1992's Rendezvous at Ft. Benning.
But it isn't just our seniors who are
getting old and passing off this mortal
coil, it's our own generation, too. It
was a shock of reality to meet almost
as many young 3rd Battalion Rangers
whose grandfathers had served in
Vietnam as it was to meet those
whose fathers had served. Time
moves on, but it is sad sometimes.

It was sad to hear the names of
our Ranger dead read off at the dedi-
cation of the bricks at the Memorial—
sad, but fitting and proper. It was
sad—and shouldn'’t strike anyone
with an historical memory as fitting or
proper—to see the words of
Creighton Abrams engraved on stone
at the memorial, threatening the
Rangers with disbanding should they
recruit “brigands” and “outlaws”. That
cigar-chomping leg, Tanker Joe
Abrams, never did have a high opin-
ion or our sort, and it isn't entirely

C.LR.
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reason he approved the formation of
the modern day Ranger battalions
was that he envisioned them as con-
ventional shock troops, and saw the
formation of the Ranger Regiment as
a convenient method with which to
reign in the most exuberant of
Airborne spirits and bring them to
heel. Creighton Abrams is not the
founding father of the Rangers. He
was—and probably still is, in spirit at
least—distrustful of and resentiully
suspicious of the type of soldier who
volunteers for extreme duty where
individual initiative, dash, and military
skill are more important than the
weight of massed iron and ordnance.
It was also sad to see that the
names of two of the Rangers who
died from my company were mis-
spelled on the memorial bricks we
bought for them when the Memorial
was being built. However, I've been
assured that this will be corrected.
But since I'm already getting neg-
ative, I've got to say that the reunion
shirts this time were a downright dis-
grace. When you go to a reunion
and pay your money for a shirt as
part of the registration fee, you at
least expect to get a damn shirt.
Well, | didn't get mine! And maybe |
shouldn’t want it. What's this “MGD

unreasonable to suspect that the only |

the official beer of the 75th Ranger
Association” crap? “MGD” is Miller
Genuine Draft, and there was plenty
of it flowing from the kegs at the
reunion. | was under the impression
that Miller Brewing (no relation to this
Miller) was a friendly corporate entity.
Sure, | knew they were getting some
cheap PR, hooking up with us. And
sure, | knew of Miller Brewing'’s “free”
beer, the generous memorial dona-

. tions, and picking up the color costs

| in each issue of Patrolling. But turn-

ing us into advertising clowns without
a decent reunion shirt for forty kegs
of MGD? | say that was some over-
priced beer, and I'm glad | bought my
share of drinks at the hotel bar. Our
association officers should have
pushed a harder bargain, or turned
down the beer.

| also wish that the association
officers had had the command pres-
ence and political good sense not to
start quibbling over how to structure
the association’s generous donation
to the sister of James Champion—
L/75 MIA—for her upcoming trip to
Vietnam. They should have just let
the assembled membership vote on it
while our blood was up for a little
generosity. Since our treasurer had
already announced that we could

- afford the gift, | don’t think the associ-
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countries add $24.00 (sent air mail)

ation officers really meant to quibble

| and come off like naysayers and

politicians. | suspect they were just
fishing for membership advice on how
to structure the grant. But it didn’t
come off that way—and besides, the
structuring was their job as associa-
tion officers, not ours as hot-blooded
members, who just wanted to do

. something for Champion’s family,

even if we might have thought her trip
to Vietnam is likely to be a horrible

. disappointment. We're a contentious

and argumentative lot, but we always
were. Let's get over this argument,
recognize that we're on the same
side, and wish Jim Champion’s sister
the best.

So, it will be Savannah in 20007
This will be the first Ranger
Rendezvous hosted by the 1st
Ranger Battalion, and it ought to be

| fun. If | have my “MGD....official beer”

shirt by then, I'll make a point of
wearing it—the advertisement hidden
behind a suitable LRRP/Ranger
patch.

Kenn Miller

1/101 LRRP, F/58 LRP, L/75
Ranger
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ROOM 316

By Jim Winters

Dear LRRPs and Rangers:

I'm not a member of your organiza-
tions, but it sounds like a damn fine outfit.
Sounds like you have a lot of fun at those
Ranger auctions, too. What I'm doing is
returning a key that Captain Gary Bjork let
me use. It's the key to Room 316 in the
Bangkok Hotel, the one the took home
from last year's auction. | don't know how
much he paid for it, but it was worth every
penny. Anyway, | thought you might want
to put it up for this year's auction in
Nashville.

| guess | ought to explain all this.
What happened is that Captain Bjork said
that because he was married, he couldn't
avail himself of certain services likely to
come with the key. So he said | could use
it instead since | was going to be stopping
for a day in Bangkok on my way to
Malaysia where my company's laying
some pipeline.

Anyway, | phone the hotel and tell
them when I'm coming in and that | have
the key to 316. The desk clerk doesn’t
speak English very well, but he says he
understands. Says the room will be ready,
“sanuk....sabai.”

A week later, I'm there. The plane is
coming down through the clouds, and | can
see the sprawling gray city, mostly huts
and small buildings kind of nestled in the
loop of a wide brown river. It takes about
an hour for the bus to get to the hotel. The
streets are crowded.

The hotel is nice but not very impres-
sive....rather dark. | sign in at the desk.
The clerk is friendly. | tell him | have only
one bag and can take it up myself,

The elevator creaks as it moves slow-
ly up there levels, the doors open with a
clatter. | walk down a corridor lined with
heavy doors until | reach the one with
brass numbers I'm looking for. | hesitate
for a moment, then slip the key into the
lock. It's 5:20 in the evening.

The room is softly lit by the glow of an
oil lamp sitting on a table near the wall
under the window. The air is heavy with
the rich aroma of incense—sandalwood |
think—filling my nostrils, and then my
lungs with a sensuous warmth. A large
four-poster bed, draped with a light veil,
sits at one side of the room, piled high with
pillows.

The back of a large leather chair is

towards me. Then it turns slowly, and she
smiles as she stands up and comes to me,
carrying two slender glasses. “Shaken,
not stirred,” she says softly, kissing me on

the cheek and handing me one of the

glasses.

She is beautiful....tall. | think perhaps
Chinese. Her hair is bound on top of her
head, intensely black, glistening in the
lamplight. Later, she will let it down....a
shining, tumbling cascade falling down
around her shoulders almost to the small
of her back.

A light rain begins to patter against the
window now. It's September, the monsoon
season, growing chilly. She lights a fire in
the fireplace as | sit down on a pile of pil-
lows on the floor and finish what will be the
first of several martinis. She has a very
nice figure, long legs. She is wearing
loose black silk trousers that rustles when
she moves.

“My name is Selena,” she says. She
sits before me a low table covered with small
wooden bowls, filled with a wonderful
assortment of delicacies...shredded crab-
meat and pork, duckling, slivers of sweet-
dried beef, glazed banana wafers, coconut
custard, mangos, “Samuk...sabai,” she
says, smiling.

| ask her what the words mean.

“Sanuk means something is very
enjoyable, very much fun.”

Her deep almond eyes crinkle at the

| corners when she smiles.

“Sabai means comfortable, relaxing,
warm. Together, these words mean it is
the best it can possibly be, very good
being”

The rest of the evening is indeed,
“sanuk, sabai....silken sheets and her
silken body—-ah, but Rangers, | leave the
rest to your imagination.

The next morning we decide to visit a
temple....my plane doesn't leave until 4:00
pm. The road is filled with cars and ox
carts and bicycles and people, so we
decide to take a motorized canoe up one
of the klongs or canals.

Giant banyan trees lean out over the

| water. The huge boulders lining the banks

of the klong are covered with moss.
We pull up beside a floating cookshop

and have eggs and seaweed wafers for |

breakfast, then continue up the klong.
After awhile, Selena steers the canoe
toward the bank. We tie up at the roots of
a giant mango tree, half in the water, and
she leads the way through the trees

toward a special little temple she wants
me to see.

At first | hear only faint tinkling
sounds, but now | see the temple through
a break in the trees, and | realize what |
hear are hundreds of little wind chimes
hung around the temple and in the trees.

As we enter the clearing, clouds
begin to roll in, covering the sun. And then
the rain is coming down and we're running
for the temple.

We slide open a paneled door and
slip inside, closing it softly behind us.
Dozens of candles fill the room with a
warm, pleasant glow. At the far end of the
rooms sits a giant golden Buddha.

“This is the temple of the monks who
live deeper in the forest” she whispers.
Her white silk blouse is wet from the rain
and clings tightly to her body. She press-
es against me and puts her arms around
my neck. Her body is hard, warm. We
make love on the floor.

Later that afternoon, | say good-by to
Selena one last time before | leave for the
airport. She is standing in the window.

“Will you leave now, too?” | ask.

“No,” she says. “This is my place, |
will always be here for the LRRPs and
Rangers.” She crosses the room to the
table beside me and picks up the key.
She places it in my hand, gentling folding
my fingers around it. “You don't under-
stand yet, do you?”

She is cocking her head slightly to
one side, smiling, “You see, | own this
hotel.”

.....| feel a great loneliness as | stand
in the airport, watching the rain come
down against the window, waiting for my
plane to arrive. And | know I'll never for-
get Selena and Room 316. An hey,
Rangers, thanks for the experience—I
owe you big time.

Reprinted with permission from the
Americal LRRP/Ranger publication—SUA
SPONTE.
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