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The Special Operations Memorial

'I'M_ us Spnml.l ﬂprr:linns_t.‘nrnm:md Memorial Foundation, Inc., is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating an
everlasting memorial to all special operations personnel of all Services. The concept was a vision of the late Richand Leandsi
who was also the driving force for the Ranger Memorial now in place a1 Fort Benning, Georgia.

In 1995, [.‘hn:l:: Leandri contacted a select few civilians and special operations retirees from the Tampa Bay community,
and formulated his plan. The original concept placed the memorial in the raffic circle immediately 1o the front of the head-
quarters of the U.S. Special Operations Command. This vision was supported by (then) USCINCSOC, General Wayne A.
Downing, ﬂﬂd the Memorial Foundation was born. Within cach Service there are many fine memorials depicting the
courdge, missions, and accomplishments of their members, The special Operations Memorial located at MacDill AFB is the
ﬁl_'st Jmmfnllr?::m'ir:: special operations memorial 1o be placed in the United Stales, A monument long overdue o memori-
alize those quiet professionals ofien unrecognized who have maintained the safety and integrity of our great nation. Dick
Leandri passed away unexpectedly in 1998, On 2 November 1998, at a ceremony wt Headquarters, USSOCOM, General
Peter J. Schoomaker, posthumously awarded the Outstanding Civilian Service Medal to Dick Leandsri,

Major G_cmml Joseph C. Lutz, USA (Re), the first military retiree member of the Foundation passed away in 1999 as
he was serving as the Foundation Chairman. Plagques commemorating Richard Leandri and Major General Joe Lutz are
placed. one on cither side, of the entrance wings of the memorial site.

During the tenure of General Henry H. Shelton, following General Downing as Commander in Chief, USSOCOM, the
location was next planned 10 be immediatel ¥ 10 the fromt of USSOCOM, augmenting the security to the front of the build-
ing. This requirement ccased as USSOCOM, under the command of General Peter J., Schoomaker, became the focus of
much tighter and more stringent physical security measures, in pan due to terronist targeting of United States facilities over-
seas. In order 1o retain accessibility 10 the memorial site, General Schoomaker strongly supported discussions with Brigadier
General Solingen, (then) Base Commander, MacDill AFB.. to place the memorial in its present choice location close by the
primary entrance 1o the USSOCOM complex.

The statwe was unveiled and dedicated during ceremonics hosted by General Schoomaker on 6 April 1999, The statue
is the focal point of the memorial, with surrounding walls designed to accommodate engravings to memorialize past, pres-
ent, and future special operations personnel and organizations.

The first donations came from the Tampa Bay civilian community, a continuing source of revenue. In 1997 the Special
Operations Association (SOA), who had ecarlier considered funding a similar memorial in Washington, DC, elected o join
the Special Operations Memorial Foundation at MacDill AFB. Inspired by Committee Chairman Larry Trimble, SOA col-
lected more donations than any other single organization. The Special Forces Association took up the challenge and became
a co-sponsor in 1998, also boasting a sizcable combined donation 10 the cause. In late 1998 the Foundation welcomed the
UDT/SEAL Association as a co-sponsor, to honor and perpetuate the memory and traditions of their special operators.

Phase | was the installation of the central figure and the placement of the adjacent walls, the next phase will be to expand
the monument with engraving plazas to the left and right. The walls are intended 1o hold concise histories of the generic
special operations forces of all Services. The central, prominent wall holds engravings of those special operations person-
nel awarded the Medal of Honor (and the three Australian posthumous recipients of the Victoria Cross, camed while work-
ing with U.5. Special Forces in the Republic of Vietnam). On either side of the MOH and VC recipicnts are the special oper-
ations personnel killed in action or killed in training since the first modem-day joint special operations mission - the Iran
Hostage Rescue attempt (Operation EAGLE CLAW) in 1980,

We challenge you to keep the Name of freedom buming brightly, by participating in our Engraving Program. Varying
in size, a8 desenbed in the accompanying application, have been requested to honor the memory of fallen or past comrades,
and also keep alive the names of today’s special operators. They have been purchased as farewell gifis for personnel depart-
ing units for reassignment, for prior-Service members, and by individuals adding their own name in support of this worthy
cause. One contnbutor purchased an engraving for cach of his twenty-iwo comrades who lost their lives, or have since
passed on, who served with his Special Forces unit in the Republic of Vietnam.

The Special Operations Memonal currently provides a unique tribute 10 special operations forces as the first and only
joint (all-Service) memorial paying tribute to SOF personnel of all Services. This is made possible only by the voluntary
contributions being made by today’s active force, from their predecessors, relatives of SOF personnel, the civilian commu-
nity, and through their respective special operations fratemal organizations.

We sincerely thank you for your support.
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

e e

Presidential Determination No, 2001-15

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF STATE

SUBJECT: Cooperation by Vietnam in Accounting for United States Prisoners of War and Missing in Action

As provided under section 610 of the Departments of Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary and Other Independent Agencies
Appropeiations Act. 2001, as contained in the Consolidated Appropriations Act for FY 2001, Fublic Law 106-553, 1 hereby deter-
minc, based on all information available to the United States Government, that the Govemnment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
is fully cooperating in good faith with the United States in the following four areas related to achieving the Tullest possible account-
ing for Americans unaccounted for as a result of the Vietnam War:

1) resolving discrepancy cases, live sightings. and ficld actavities:

2) recovering and repatriating American remains;

3) accelerating effons to provide documents that will help lead to the fullest possible acomunting of POWMIASS and,

) providing funther assistance in implementing trilateral investigations with Laos,

I funtber determine that the appropriate laboratories associated with POW/MIA accounting are thoroughly analyzing remains, maten-

al, and other information and Tulfilling their responsibilities as et fonh in subsection (B) of section 610, and information peraimng
to this accounting is being made available to immediate family members in compliance with 50 U.S.C. 435 note.

I have been advised and believe that section 610 12 unconstilutional becamswe it PUrports Lo usg a condition on ApErOPTIainds A% a

means Lo dirsct my execution of responsibilitics that the Constitution commits exclusively to the Presdent. | am provedeng this deter-

mination as a mater of comity, while reserving the position that the condition enacted in section 610 is unconstitutional

In making this determination, | have taken into account all information available to the United States Government as reported to me,

the full range of ongoing accounting activities in Vietnam, including joint and unilateral Victnamicse ¢fforts, and the concrete resulis
wi have attained as a resull,

Finally, in making this determination. I wish to reaffirm my continuing personal commitment 10 the entire POWRMIA community,
especially to the immediate familics, relatives, friends, and supporers of these brave individuals, and 1o reconfinm that the central,
guiding panciple of my Vietnam policy is 1o achieve the fullest possible accounting of our prisoners of war and missing in action,

You are :Illll'rﬂd'iltd and directed 1o fepor this determinaivon io the ﬂ[lim'lrrl'i.;ﬂ;l:' commstiees of the {:‘.ﬁan‘-“ and 1o publish n i the
Federal Register.

GEORGE W, BUSH
CONTACT: White House Press Office, 202-456.258

HJSEI::TUH::[EIIH: This series of anticles entitled "LEGISLATIVE HELP LINE'
your i is akvo meant 1o koep you informed of the ever-changing legis
Tﬁ.llilﬂlnsﬂ Regiment Association is pot allowed

15 meant to be an informative aid in assisting you in protecting
: hang; lative forum that may affect you. There is a caveat here, The
o assist you in this effor. Our Constitution has o stipulation that forbids this, 1 quate: =1

: o - T fore. o0 Ot llﬂmi;ik‘c.lﬂuﬂll!r prohibited from engaging in any
- z political sctivity,” Therefore, no wer, Unit Directior, Advocate or Member may preserst him
self as a representative speaking for or on the bﬂ'n][zlﬂ'ﬂ'ltﬁlh Ranger Regiment Avociation. Now, this does mot prevent you ::‘l.l'ﬂl:"l acting o4

oarself on your own behalf, | guote: = ¢ oo _
. e ' .-..- . e the Association (rom being supportive of U5, policy and objstives
o of the foreroine neahibina co o Pl o=y Cilizen s long as the members do pof relate theie activities 10 the

O

Assciation. Any vidlation of the fo elked il cxult in loss of vested right to membership™ As | 100 i
Fm"ﬂdi!liﬂ‘i‘mr{n foamm i -] F.\_h,lh_ A% ) sasd, thes sedlon 8
A o i i At a1 on your own. Do nod attemnpt 1o act on behalfl of the Asiocistion. Thark voq, Emmett W,

-—'_l

= 10} -
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Maintaining Your Health as You Age

The l:h.r-.'v: principles [o ﬂa}'inl:-. healthy as you age are to (1) adhere 1 living habits that have been proven to help pre-
ity d“.‘”bf:' £} comduct routine screening tests 1o detect discase carly (when they are treatable), and (3) 10 obtain
immunizikions (shotsy that have been proven 1o be effective in preventing disease.,

Many of the recommendations made by U.S, health care providers in support of these three principles are based on
research reviewed by the ULS. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF). a pancl of private sector health experts (15
experts from the specialties of family medicine, pediatrics, intemal medicine, obstetrics and pynecology, preventive
medicine, geriairics, behavioral medicine, and nursing) convened by the Agency for Healtheare Research and Quality
(AHROQ. formerly the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research).

The USPSTE, selected for their expertise in prevention, evidence-based medicine, and primary care, was first con-
vened by the LLS. Public Health Service in 1984 to systematically review the evidence of effectiveness of a wide
range of clinical preventive services, including screening tests, counseling, immunizations, and chemoprophylaxis.
The pioncering effons of the Task Force—to nigorously evalunte clinical research in onder 1o assess the merils of pre-
ventive measures—culminated in the Guide to Clinical Preventive Services which is currently in its second edition.
Thee Task Force, which will serve through 2002, will update the 1995 recommendations and will evaluate evidence on
prevention inerventions nol assessed previously with the goal of releasing a third edition of the Guide to Clinical
Preventive Services by late 2002,

What Can You Do To 5tay Healthy?

Evidence shows that improving personal health habits ofien can prevem some of the leading causes of death in the
United Siates, such as hean disease, cancer, stroke, lung disease, and injury. Eating right, siaying physically active,
and nod smoking are a few examples of good habits that can belp you stay healthy. Weighing too much or too littke
can lead 1o health problems, After age 45, many people gain 100 much weight. You can control your weight by eating
healthy foods and being physically active,

Eat Right

Eating the right foods and the right amounts of foods can help you live a longer, healthier life. Research has proven
that many {llnesses—such as diabetes, heart disease, and high blood pressure—can be prevented or controlled by eat-
ing right. Getting the mutriens you need, such as calgium and iron, and keeping your weight UlNh-'F control can help.
Try to balance the calories you get from food with the calofies you use through physical activity,
Eat a varicty of Toods, especially:

« Vegetables, Choose dark-green leafy and deep-yellow vegetables.

s Fruits, Choose citrus fruits or juices, melons, and bernes,

* Dry beans {such as red beans, navy beans, and soybeans), lemils, chickpeas, and peanuts.

= Whole grains, such as wheat, rice, 0415, com, and barley,

= Whole grain breads and cereals.
Eat foods low in fat, saturated fat, and cholesterol, especially:

= Fish,

* Poultry preparcd without skin; lean meat.

* Low-fan doiry prodocis,

Physical Activity

i ivi ' ix di : i , high bleod pressure, obesity
Rescarch shows that physical activity can help prevent al least six dizenses: r-.-::u‘: dus.::t_-.t 1 b 3
{f;m» weight). diabcITﬁ, osteoporosis, and mental disorders, such :L'j-dcp!'l.'-s!'-mﬂ. Ph:_,-sucal activity also will help you
feel better and stay at a healthy weight. Research suggests that brisk ml:lupg‘ can be just as gml_fa-r}w % 0 Hetivi=
ty such as jogging. Try to do a total of 30 minutes of constant physical activity, such as fast walking, most days of the

wick.

==
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Injury Prevention

Following basic safety rules can prevent many serious injuries. Use smoke detectors in your home. Make sure that
hallways and stairwells are well lit. Remove or repair things that could make you trip, such as loose mugs and cloctri-
cal cords. Put handrails and traction strips on stairways and in bathtubs. Always wear scat belts while in the car,
Never drive afier drinking alcohol. Always wear a safety helmet while riding a motorcycle or bicycle.

Taking Medicines

Getting information about the medicines that you are taking is important for people of all ages. It will help you get
the full benefits from your medicing, It will also help avoid problems such as taking (oo much or too Finle of a med
cine. Taking medicine in the wrong way can make you worse instead of better. Know what your medicine is supposed
to do. what to avoid while taking medicine, and what side effects and interactions 1o expect.

Alcohol and Other Drug Use

Abusing alcohol or using illegal drugs can cause serious medical and personal problems. Alcohol and drug shuse can
bead to metor vehicle and other accidents, depression, and can cause problems with friends, family, and work. Drug
use can cause heart and breathing problems. Alcohol abuse can cause liver and heant problems and throat and mouth
cancer. If you drink alcohol, limit the number of alcoholic drinks—no more than one drink a day for women and two
drinks a day for men. Do not drink alcohol before or while driving a motor vehicle or operating heavy machinery. If
your have concerns about your alcohol or drug use, talk to your doctor. Read the questions below, A “yies” answer Lo
any of the questions may be a waming sign that you have a drinking problem. Talk to your doctor o other health care
provider.

— Have you ever felt that you should cut down on your drinking?

— Have people annoyed you by eriticizing your drinking?

— Have you ever felt bad or guilty about drinking?

— Hawe you ever had a drnk first thing in the I'l!ll.'r:|'|'|il|g Lo steady your nerves o Lo get nid of a h-i'llI-_EU'- o7

Smoking

Research shows that smoking causes more major discases than any other personal habit. Some examples are cancers
of the lung, mouth, bladder, and throat; hean and lung discase; and strokes, If you stop smaking. yvou can help avoad
these diseases. It is never oo laie 1o stop smaking., Half of all people who have ever smoked have quit.
When you are geiting ready to quil:
* Pick a date w quir.
* Begin by not smoking in places where you spend a lot of time, such as at home or in the car,
. Lfﬂ SUpport and encouragement—you may want (o join o quit smoking program.
* Talk with your doctor about using nicotine replacement products such as gum, patch, nasal spray, or inhaler.
Rescarch shows that almost everyone can benefit from using these products,
Once you have quit:
* Dont try even one puff, and try 1o keep vourself away from all cigarenes.
* IF you fail the first time, don’ give up. Keep trying and leam from your experiences, Ask yoursell what helped
of did not help vou in trying 1o quit.
Every time children and others you care about are around cigarciie smoke, they breathe in poisons that can cause
asthma or cancer, Please, don't expose others to secondhand smoke. Ouit for them,

Depression

Everybody fecls "down™ or “hlue" Il.l_lirlHEﬁ. But, if these feelings are very strong or last for most of the day, nearly
¢"ﬂ:l}' dﬂ}'. Ihtj' m:‘}' b': dl]l: AR | I'-l'lﬂilt'_l:iil |“ﬂm {'-:I.”:{I d-EPr'ﬂhS:iﬂn. m gml MEWs IHi :ha. I;rI:Pr'l."Mnlli.llfl Farit] 'h‘_.. '“'il'n-’l
Bast first you have to koo o have it, PED-"I'E iy o :Il'l.'-'-"l.:ﬁ know e 'A'.‘I.I'I'IinE hiﬂ“h’ of d;pn;_g_-;_i:ml Some of these

signs are listed below. If you have four or more, be sure 1o talk 1o i ' hit
: . be s your doctor about depression. If you print out thi
list, place a checkmark next 1o each sign that you have. ; A

J—
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Warning Signs of Depression
Changes in the way you feel:

___ Feeling sad, hopeless, or guilty most of the time,

_ Feeling tired, low energy, or feeling “slowed down,”

~__ Crving alow

__ Having thoughts of suicide or death.
Changes in eating and slecping habits:

_ Sleep problems, enther (oo msch or too lintle,

___ Changes in appetite or weight (up or down),
Changes in your daily living:

_ Laoss of interest and pleasure in dnaly activities,

___ Problems making decisions or thinking clearly.
Treatment
The earlicr you get treatment for depression, the sooner you will begin to feel better. The longer vou wart, the harder
depression is to trear, Depression usually i< treated with medicine, counseling. or medicine combined with counsel-
ing. Medicines tor depression are not addicting or habit forming. They work for people with severe depression and
may be uselul for people with mild to moderate depression, Treatment works gradually over several weeks. If you do
mot start 1o feel better after this time, call your doctor, [t may take some time to find what works best for you.

Ask Your Doctor about Checkups, Tests, and Shots You Need

All of the checkups, tests, and shots covered in this booklet have been proven effective in preventing disease, accord-
ing to seientific evidence.

Teeth and CGums

L

Wisin vour dentist once of Iwice a year for checkups.

Brush after meals with o toothbrush that has soft or mediom bristles.
= Lse toothpasie with Moonde.

* Lise dental Mloss every day.

Eat fewer sweets, especially between meals.

= 3o nol smoke or chew tobseoo proghucts.

Hearing

Hq:.u::ing bt 1% one of e most comimon health ]'Jrll.ltll]ﬂ'lfli‘-- Because it doesn'l cinse |'II:II'I'l and is not vistble, I'Ilﬂ-l'l-'_'l_' P
ple refuse to admit that it exists. Hearing loss increases after the age of 50. How can you tell lf_ﬁ'““ have a hearing
problem? You may have to strain (o hear a normal conversation. Or you may find 3‘"“”“”“_'“"'13 up the volume of
the TV and radio :t.-n loned that others complain. Talk to your doctor or nurse about your hearing. They may suggest a
hearing test. Hearing aids can ofien help you hear better.

Vision

People that are age 45 and older are most affected by vision problems. By #30 63, you shonld sectan ey6 (oztn fox
regular cye exams. Eyeglasses or conact lenses can improve your Vision. Doctors also have n'lh:r methods 1o |mp||"::|'-*¢
your vision and prevent you from losing your sight. After age 435, glnucum_n_btmnm mnmmmra.lun i |f_-.-n.|' T
in life, It is o disesse that can bead to prﬂh'h.‘l‘llh ﬁl‘fil'lﬂ and even I loss of vision. E:I.ll}" H‘I‘.‘alﬂ'h!ﬂl—-'ul'l'll'l_l'l'lﬂ-"ﬂt (111
Surgery, or hoth—acan Fl"L"'ltl'l' of ';Hlﬂ} the H:ri_ws v]jim Fl'q}b':mls ::-I:I.I.I.S:d h_:l' ﬂlﬂm. Yw are: more llkf]-! €4 Eﬂ‘
glascoma, and you should see an eye doctor for a glaucoma fest, if you:

= Have dinbetes.

= Hove a family history of glancom

= Are over age 65,

* Are over age 40 and African American.

T
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Tests To Catch Diseases or Conditions Early

that doctors perform have not been proven effective for healthy, average-risk
g cancer, blood tests oF pltrasound for ovanan cancer, chest x-ray
for bladder cancer, routing hlood tests for anemia, routing unine tests, and routine electro-

¢ heant disease for people without Symptoms. If your dector or health care provider rec-
. eed them. Talk to your doctor or other health profession.

The USPSTF has found that some Bests
persons. These tests inclade the PSA test for prosta
for lung cancer, urine fests
cardiogram or sircss lests fis :
ommends any of these lests, you may want to ask why you n
al about what is right for yos.

Blood Pressurn:

High blood pressure can lead 10 heart discase, stroke, and k'r-.lmI::r disease. It is most COmmoHn i_:n Adrican Amerncans
and people over age 45. Scicntific evidence has shown that eating healthy foods and being active are two ways you
can keep your blood pressune under conirol. Some people pecd o iake medicine 1o keep their bloeod pressure af
healthy levels. If you take medicine, be sure to talk to your doctor about how o take i Do not skip any doses aof

medicing,
Cholesterol

Too much cholesterol, which can clog your blood vessels, is a major cause of heart disease in men and women
Cholesterol levels start 1o increase in middle-aged men, in womin just before menopause, and i people who have
gained weight. The risk of hean discase stans to increase in middle-aged men and women. Research shows that you
can lower your cholesterol level and keep a healthy level by eating the night foods, losing extea weight, amd being
physically active. Your doctor or other health cane provider may suggest you take medicine o lower your cholesterol
Most expens recommend checking your cholesterol every 5 years. Your health care provider may suggest you have i
checked more often, especially if your cholesterol is o high. If you have high cholesterol. alk with your doctor
about a plan for lowerng it

Diabéetes {High Blood Sugar)

Diabetes can lead 1o problems with vision, kidneys, and how well your blood circulates, especially to the bower kegs
and feet. Most people who have diabetes have type 2 diabetes, the kind that tends 1o come in middie age. Finding and
treating diabetes carly can cut your risk for these problems. The chances of gening the most common type of dia-
betes—type 2 diabetes—increase once you reach age 45, Almost 1 in 5 people aged 65-74 has diabetes. You may
need a blood test for diabetes if you have a famiily member with diabetes or are overweight, IF you have diabetes.

miake sure that you schedule regular visits for eye and dental exams, blood pressure and chelesterol checks. blood
sugar (glucose) checks, and yearly flu shots.

Tuberculosis (TB)

E:‘is;ﬂ;;:gmlliuﬂtm “;:E:Umh:d SI:ln[.:.:r., “F'.""'""‘“"'-'" among older people. It is an infection that affects the lungs

easily if caught wlyp‘;ﬁ are ot i infection can be passed from one person to the next. It is treated more

contact with someone who has Tgmm ek font B and may nced a TB test (called a PPD) if you have been in close

Kidney failure, diabetes, HIV . Uﬂ'-‘flnd o "'I_w!a' Africa, Central or South America, or the Pacific Islands, have
IV, or alcoholism, or injected or mow inject illegal drugs.

Colon Cancer

Colon cancer is the second leadi
younger people are. But if cﬂ;:g;;t:: n:lr death from cancer. Older people are more likely to get colon cancet ‘I':‘f
colon cancer. However, many people do on cancer can be treated more easily. Effective tests are available 0

detect colon cancer. The tesis you may MT‘:T: ﬂd*’ﬂ.llmg-c of these tests, Starting at age 50, you should have tests ¥

__-I""'.
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Fecal Occult Blood Test—To test for small amounts of blood in yoar stool {should be done yearly)
Sigmoidoscopy—To look inside the rectum and colon using a small, lighted tube, Your doctor will do this in the

office or clinic. This test should be done once every 5 to 10 years. Tell your doctor if you have had palyps or if you
have family member(s) with cancer. Il 5o, you may need (o be tested more oficn L ¥

Oral Cancer

Oral cancer includes cancers of the lip, tongue, pharynx, and mouth. Most oral cancers occur in people over ape 40
who use tobaces or (leohol, I"‘.;nrl!n: who ane in the sun & 101 also are al risk for cancer of the lip. If you chew or
smoke tobaceo and drnk a lot of alcohol, you may want your dentist 1o examine your mouth for signs of oral cancer
dunng your regular dendal checkup. You may alao necd o see your demist mose often, Scientific evidence shows that

wou can help prevent oral cancer by not smoking and cutting back on the amount of alcohol you drink, If you are out-
doors a lot, vou should e o sunblock on your lips,

Prostute Cancer

Froslale Cancer 15 meosh Comman in men over age 0. in Afncan Amencans. and in men wath a ri'IJ'I'IIE:r' l11:~l:ur3' aof
prostate cancer. Tests such as a rectal exam and PSA (prostate-specific antigen) blood test can help detect prostate
cancer. Based on current research, i1 15 nod vel clear whether these tests save lives, so ask your dogtor for the pros and
cons of fesis for prosiale cancer,

Skin Canoer

Skin cancer is the most common ype of cancer in the United States, Mot skin cancers can be cured, especially if
they are found and treated early, Yoo may medd 1o have WdNLar doclor eximine vour skim if yiou Rinve many moles [I:l.'rgt
freckles) or have been in the sun g ot To prevent skin cancer, limat the amouant of time you spend in the sun andfor
wiear clothing or sun block that protects you from the sun.

Shotz To Prevent Disexses
Influcnien (M) shots

Evervone over nge 65 needs this CVETY YEar, Yot miy meed Tu shods belone e (LR Lt hive |'I-II'I;.'1 hean, or kiﬂfﬂfj’
ilizeae. have dinbetes, have AIDS or are infected vath HIY, have cancer, or are 4 health cane wiorker

Poeumococeal (pneumonia) shot

Evervone necds this once a1 about age 65. If you have discases of the lung, heart, or kidney; diabetes: HIV: of cancer,

il may nosd this shot belone age 5,
Tetanus-diphtheria shot

Evervone necds this every 10 years
Hepatitis B shois

Generally, you should receive hepatitis B shols if ¥OuU OF Your parner have had other T‘i_"-“ Plll':m within the last 6
months, have had a sexually transmitted disease (STD) within the last 6 months, have “?FCN illegal drugs, anc '135
health care worker who 15 oflen c-.j!lﬂﬂ.'d it blood oF blood F‘ﬂﬂhﬁh- had blocd transfusions between 1978 and 1935,

or if vou are traveling outside the United States.

For More Information i izutions listed in this
To learn more about staying healthy and preventing discase, you may want (o contact :]'wﬂfg:mlz.u.l.lf:: in
sechion. You can gt fnee information by '-'-l'.ﬂ'iﬂht- making toll-free telef calls, or by 2 = )

= ]5=
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AlDS
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

CDC National AIDS Hotline: 1-800-342-2437

CDC AIDS Hotline in Spanich: 1-800-344-7432

CDC AIDS Hotline for the Deaf: 1-800-243-7889 (TTY)
CRC National Prevention Information Network:
1-800-458-5231

1-800-243-T012 (TTY)

AW

Alcohael and Dirug Abuse

National Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Dirug Information
Substance Abue and Mental Health Services
Adminisiration

U. 8. Department of Health and Human Servioes
1-B00- T 206686

hitpfsws helth,oryg

Mateonal Instilute on Abcohal Abuse and Alcokolism
(WNIAAAD

Mational Institates of Health

(301) 443-3860

h]!n. !!“.“.“. ni ﬂ;l] n'ih BIE

Alzheimer®s Discase

Alzheimier's Association

| -0 2T 2- 35000

bt ffwwwalz org

Adrheimer’s Disease Edocation and Referral Center
(ADEAR)

National Institwle on Aging, National Indtitutes of Health
1-B-435-4350

Sl L i

Cancer

Cancer Information Service (C15)

Natronal Cancer Institute (NCI)

Mational [nstitutes of Health

1-200-4-CANCER (1=-200-422-621T)
1-300-332-8615 (TTY)

hnptiwowew neinib.goy

Drinbetes

Lower Extremity Amputation Prevention Program (LEAP)
Buresu of Primary Health Care

Health Resources and Services Administration
U5, Depariment of Health and Human Services
1-B00-400. 2742

hepaliwww bphe hrsagovileap

National Institute of Disbetes and Digestive and Kidney
Discases

National Institutes of Health

(300 ) 496-3583

General Health Information

Administration on Aging (AoA)

U. 5. Department of Health and Human Services

(202) 6197501

National Aging Information Center
; gehuml

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
1-800-358-9205

hittpaffwwew ahrg. gov

AARP

1-800-424-3410

1-877-434-7598 (TTY)

healthfindser™

Provides electronic information on a wide varicty of
healih topics. Can direct you o medical pournals and other
publications, clearinghouscs, dalobases, hot lines, medical
research, support groups, erganizations, and libraries,
hitpaliwww healthfinder. gov

National Institute on Aging Information Center

Mattonal Institwies of Health

1-800-222-3335
hinpatfwoaw, nib, govinia.

Mationad Women's Health Information Center
L5, Depariment of Health and Human Services
1 =800 8- i 2

h!;p‘,{&ﬂ'w,-lujumu iy
Hearing

Natvenal Instituie on Deafness and Other Communication

Diseases

National Instituies of Health

1-800- 24 1= 1044

1-B00-241- 1055 (TTY)

Heart, Lung, and Blood Discases

Informmaton Center

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute

Natienal Institutes of Health

1-BiWD-575-9355

hutpuffwww.nhibi.nib,goy

Mental Health

Mational Institute of Mental Health

National Institutes of Health

1-8000-647-2642 (English and Spanish)

|-353'31ﬁ-9-{33 {Information on anxiety disorders)
Swmew, il o

Depression

Drepression Awareness, Recognition, and Treatment

(IVART) Program

National Institute of Mental Health

Mutional Institutes of Health

1-800-421-4211

bitpclfwerw nimb. nih, gov

- 16 -



PATROLLING - SUMMER 2001

Urinary Problems

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) National Institwte of Drabetes and Digestive and Kidney

Office of Conswmer AfTairs Msemzes

1-888-463-6332 Mational Institutes of Health

hupoifwaw, fda gov (301) 4963583

hutpcfwww.fda.govioslolderpersons! hittgedfwww. il nib. gov

Osteoporosis Vision

Outeoporosis and Related Bone Disorders National Eye Instinse

MNational Resource Center National Institutes of Health

Nanonal Institaees of Health (300 ) 4%5-5248

1-800-624- BONE hupeffvwww neinih.goy

(1-800-624-2663)

hipatiovew asted, org The information provided in this article was extrapolated

Stroke from the Intermct citation: Staying Hrm’rfr_r.ﬂr S+, .

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke Agoncy tor H-:a[l'm:l.:r: ARSI SN LITARYy S
S ] MDD, AHRO Pab, No, O0=-0002, Janopary 2000,

National Institutes of Health $ :

(301} 406-575 hitpufwawahng, gov/ppapd S0plus/index. himl

Bt mindsnib.gov Provided by: MAJL Kowtol, Batalion Surgeon,

ArTS Rangers

DISEASE ASSOCIATED WITH EXPOSURE TO CERTAIN
HERBICIDE AGENTS: TYPE 2 DIABETES.......

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is amending its adjudication regulations concerming presumptive
service connection for certain diseases for which there is no record during service. This amendment is mecessary o
implement a decision of the Secretary of Veteran Affairs under the authority granted by 38 USC 1116 that there is a
positive association between exposure 1o herbicides used in the Republic of Viewam during the Vietnam cra and the
subsequent development of TYPE I DIA BETES. The intended effect of this amendment is 1o establish presumplive
service connection for that condition based on herbicide expasare. Effective date:July 9.2001.

Title 38 USC 1116 requires that a veteran have served “in the Republic of Yietnam”™ 1o be eligible for the pre-
\.uﬂ“‘l{h‘lﬂ of eXpEurg Lo herbicides, We believe tht itis '-'4-'I|1'II1'II-'|HI}' I'!-"'-:I:Fj:lllli-"-l:d that this term includes the inland
waterways,as well. ™

The VA is accepting benefits claims from Vietnam veterans with TYPE 2 DIABETES, although new Il"i-'!l-'-'*
authorizing the benefits won't take effect until 60 days from their May Sth publication in the Federal Register. The
cost of the new benefit over the next 5 years is projected 1o be $3.3 billion dollars, with about 220,000 veterans
receiving benefits. Veterans affected by the new rules will receive prionty for WA health care and, depending on the
severity of their illnesses, disability compensation from $101.00 to $2,107.00,monthly. “The hazards of the battleficld
include more than bullets and shells,” said VA Sec’t Anthony Principi,May 8th."As our understanding of the health %
ricks faced by our military personnel increases, VA will adjust its programs andd hr_m:ﬁ::- to fit the needs of velerans.

Since November, the VA has been notifying veterans who served in KOREA in 1968 or l':'l-Er'Sl, that (1) AG Ei'f!T
ORANGE WAS USED IN KOREA,and (2) that Agent Orange Review {ADR) exams, consultations and counseling
will be fumished ON REQUEST. :

The number of discases recognized by the VA as being associated with AGENT ORANGE has steadaly
increased since the early 1990s. These conditions now are considered service-connecied for all Vietnam velerans:
chloracne (a skin disorder); porphyria cutanea tarda (a liver disorder}; a::ul.t or subacute peripheral neu-
repathry (a nerve disorder), and certain eancers, including non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, soft-tissue urcw:m.
Hodgkin's discase, multiple myeloma, prostate cancer and respiratory cancers including cancers of the lung,
larnyx, trachea and bronchus. .

Submitted by Dan Nate Ranger Advocate & F co. LRP
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Gentlemen: the following article was printed in “STARS & STRIPES", ﬂﬂ.- I"rﬂj- It s the manifestations ['ve

discussed previously that seem to hound T,m;.- of our members, yet are refutted by VA medical expens when we seek

i "t always COME from applesecl.
m‘“ﬁ"lr:d:ﬁﬁ:f;:m ST exposed to l.l:.i;cm n-mng.f during the 'h":..-man.'n War has found po incrense in cancer risk
but possible links to DIABETES AND HEART DISEASE, the Defense Dept. said last month. The latest report in a 20-year
study of veterans of Operation Ranch Hand, which sprayed the defoliant 1o remove tree and brush cover for 1-|'|4: Vietcoag,
also found LIVER and CHOLESTEROL effects, The findings, released 6 Oct. are at odds with previous studies used by the
VA in COMPENSATING VICTIMS of Agent Orange exposure. Currently, the VA reats as u'r'-'icf-u.'-.mzlhﬂ.'!:-;[ 11 illnesses,
nnl:,.' 2 af which-HODGEIN'S diseate and PORPHYRIA CUTANEA TARDA-are mnol I-i.'ll'l'lf1:'= of cancer. The VA's COMpEnsa-
[ n:'pl'ludlnm. are based an recommendanons I,‘;l:..' thi Mational .-"|.1.':'.'ﬂ.||:l|:'|'_'.' of Sciences” Institute of Medicine as mandated I.'-'!I'
a 190] lavw. The next NAS review 1% diee 1 December { 1995 )-bat the deadline [or x1|h|:|lil|!':n:q the Air Foree _1.[u|_l:..- hax
:Lflr'r:anlgr i'l.rm!d. the VA sand, Tn Fact, the VA \FI'I:IL.II;'\H'IJII'H'II'I chad, the agency siall heasa't ween Oee full 5000 PARE repiL.
e e ll'_'rl'l'llt 1o AfTAfgE an il'ldq‘!-t:lhknl reviews sand the VA's Limnda ﬂ'l;l|'.1::.'. "l]l:l\'iq'-lnl:.'._ because of ithe importance of the
study, we're not going o hoald "

The Air Force study found that 24 members of ground crews most exposed 10 Agent Orange have died of HEART
DISEASE, against riormmal t!ﬁ]’hh.'[lfd rate of about 15 deaths for such a Froup. “Even 1!1:-|||._|_th there 1% 0o casce and elfect
esiabliched, the study dioes sugped ome association.” wand Donna Tinsley, spokeswoman for the Air Force SUTEECN ECner-
al’s office. She wad the study found no incneased risk of heart disease or heart atiack among pilots and other Air Foroe per-
wonnel exposed (o smaller amounts of Agent (}I'iIIIHL' than the groand crew veterans. A Defense I},-_-Fq_ state-
maent saed the sty also found BLOOD GLUCDSE LEVELS and INSULIN INCREASED with Agent Ifh‘-_-mt;; dioxin EXpo-
sure in NON-DIABETICS and INSULIN DECREASED in DIABETICS. “A possible association between DIOXIN and
GLUCOSE METABOLISM and INSULIN PRODUCTION is suggested bt remains 1o be proowed,” it said. [1 also saad
SERUM CHOLESTEROL and TRIGLYCERIDES INCREASED with EXPOSURE TO DIOX M, though dioxin has not
been proven to be the cause, It alwo said the study found SMALL LIVER EFFECTS, suggesting the dioxin alone would not
cause LIVER DAMAGE but could increase the risk of DAMAGE WHEN COMBINED with other DAMAGING CONDI-
TIONS SUCH AS HEPATITIS OR ALCOHOL ABUSE. In a sidebar anicle, the AMERICAN LEGION contends that the
Vi wronglully failed to carry oul a congressionally mandated study of the effects of Agent Orange exposure on Yietnam
Vieterans,

As 1 have recommended previously, vecally. IF your doctors are diagnosing you with DIABETES and/or CONGES-
TIVE HEART DISEASE. DO NOT MERELY ACCEPT SAME AS “NEW™. Carry this and ASK if it applies 1o you, Take
along any previous diagnosis’ that contained any relerences 1o ANY pre-existing ftems, such as these mentioned. from earli-
er stages of your POST-VIETNAM health issies that were considenced un-founded at THAT TIME
Submitted by Dan Nate, FOO,

SAN DIEGO RESEARCHERS DEVELOP BLOOD TEST
TO DETECT HEART FAILURE,

EUBMIW!-'J BY Dan :“l‘iltl_‘_Hﬂ_ﬂHcr l."||d-.l|'|,|_-l_.||‘.-| and F oo LRP

The expensive and [illll’-"-'fl:lr'lhulll:ll'lt: tests doctors curmently use o detoct congestive heart failirs may 5000 Ee R I:hi:ﬂg
of the past. Cardiologisis from the VA San Dicgo Healthcare System have developed a quick and simple blood test 1o accu-
ml.l:'l_'r detect heart fatlure in r"l:':'pl".' :.I-'JI|1||:I..‘IJ- [§4] Ill;hp]l_ﬁ! CIRTRENCY TOams ':':'-|"'l.'lii.'|'ll.'ill'l: shommess ‘.:'f breath. The new test is
casy;anyone can do it.said Alan Maisel, MD director of the Coronary Care Unit a1 the San Driego WA "rl».'stiv:-'|l Center and
professor of Medicine at the University of California a1 San Diego. This 1es1 helps save lives in e 'w“h .';llmp‘- of blood,
S S':' m'.:!;r"" in 15 “{Iﬂ“!.':?‘- Maisel T-|:|'I|.'|r|!¢l;] ”H.'w !.Il'lljill.j:'_'\w. ina 'b.|1|.;t_l| published i e Febmuary EESLBE |:||I thie qum;ﬂ ﬂfll’l{'
American College of L'n:rd:ut-uj_.'_}. Researchers say the blood test detects elevated levels of the hormone B-type natriuretic
pepuice, or BNP, which is secreted by heart vemricles when pressure BOCS up, signaling the potential for heart failure. The
test 1s analogous to a white blood cell count; it is mope wocurate that PAP smears for cervical .;1,,,L.,_..,‘ PSA tests for prostate

CRBOCE R0 ItINEOgANE. For breast cancer, with very few false positives, according to Maisel. Until now, no blood test has
been available to diagnose congestive heart failure in urgent-care settin

o, 3 : 5. Patients brought into hospital emergency nooms
expenencing shortness of boeath are ofien required 1o take a series of prodracted tests, incleding a physical exam, X-rays,

steess iests amd an expensive echocardiography tess, which is not readily availoble i
R e R : ¥ available in all hospital emergency rooms. The
BENP test. which was approved for use by the U.S.Food and Drug Adminisiration late last S L-:"-li'."{'l;l o b

seoi fior use with patients in hospital emergency rooms. VA physici ; . ;
ans with congestive heart fallure, physicians annually disgnose approximately 100,000 veter-
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DAY UIRGES END OF DELAY OF VETERANS REGULATIONS.......US Newswire

Washington Feb.T/US Newswire/. The Disabled Vieterans (DAV) applauds the chaimman and ranking Democrat on the House
Veterans” Affairs Committee for urging Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principd to finalize regulations that would provide
ll-'".i'-m": veterans prionty medical care and dizability compensation for certain illnesses presumed connected 1o their military serv-
.

The regulations covering the presumption of service connection for certain veterans with Type 2 diabetes. hepatitis C, and ill-
messes associated with exposure to radiation from musclear weapons have been put on hold pending a review of executive onders
isswed by former President Climon during his last days in office.

“House Veterans” Affairs Commitiee Chairman Chris Smith and the Committee’s Ranking Democrat Lane Evans are to be
commended in calling for swift implememation of regulations to provide needed health case and appeopriate disability compensa-
ton for these veterans” illnesses,” sid DAV Wishington Headquarters Excoutive Director Dasid W, Gorman,

Under one of the stalled Depantment of Veterans Affairs {VA) repulstions, Type 2 diabetes in Vietnam veterans would qualify
as 3 service-connecied disability based on the veteran's pre-sumed exposuse o the herbicide Agent Ovange.

Antaber YA regulation would provide veterans who were exposed fo ionizing radiation the same consideration civilians
regeve ueder e recently amended Radiation Exposure Compensation Act of 1990, Civilians exposed 1o “dowawand” slomic par-
bicles or employed at nuclear facilities carrenily ase eligible for compensation for bone, lung, colon, ovarian, brain and central
perveds system cancers. The same conditions are nol now presumed service-conpecied for veterams eaposed in Japan and at Pacific
and Mevada test sibes,

Also put on hold are regulations to upsdate dhsabality ratings for liver discase associated with Hepatis C infection. Curnent
ratings were sewed M0 vears ago, long before the existence of Hepatitis © was identifiod. Last August the YA propossd revising the
rlangs to reflect cument medical lerminalogy and 1o esiablish onambiguous criteria, Some veternns exposed to nak factors for hep-
alalis Cdul:in,g; ralitary service have difhically proving service conneclion bécause symploms are slow 1o appear and a rehiakle test
for the viras was nol Keatified antl 1992, The delaved regulations would provide a presumiption of service comnestion for velemas
caposed 1o Blood iransfusions and other risk fastions,

The million-member Disabled American Vielerans, a non-profit organization founded in 1920 and chartered by the ULS.
Cnnsrm af 1932, represents 2.3 million disabled veterans. 1t 18 dedicated 1o one single p1.|rp-rl1-l::b'|.l'||l.lil.'|g bedver lives for cur
malron’™s disabled vielerans and e fannhes.

{Submitied by Dan Nae, Fea)

VA CLAIMS-GETTING THROUGH THE DOOR

Most veterans know that if you caught a discase of were injured in the service, you can go o the VA and apply for dusability
compensation. Moss, however, do not understand the process. The VA is a huge organization. [t has billions in it's budget. thou-
sands of employees and hundseds of programs, Yel, as with any bureaucracy, il you understand what's requined. it is casier 1o suc.
oond.
To pet VA disability compensation: YOU mast prove your claim is “well-grounded:” obtain service connection; have your ifis-
case of injury rated for the correct percentage; and get the right” effective date. “Let's talk aboul the '-.:.wrll-_gmmkd claim,

Think of a “well-grounded” claim as the price of admission. It is a “screening” o “gate-keeping”™ device. The ¥ wall do very
litthe for vou until you establish that vour claim is well grounded. That saves them time and money because they doat have to
work on 3 claim that has Bo merit, In other words, (o get through the door, YOU must get the necessary t':-llkﬂ'ﬂ- B, bfﬂ:mﬂ! the
VA provides minimal help, you must establish only that yous claim is “probable”™ or "possible” or “more likely than not. “Claimants
must answer THREE QUESTIONS: Do you have medical evidence of a “current disability?” Did your disability begin or was it
aggravated while you were in the service? Is there a medical conmection between your cument dizabiliny amsd whatever happened o

while in the servace?

3 T!;:c':r:ml:nl' disability requirement is easy. You go to a doctor, maybe even a VA doctor, if you are hun of dont fecl well.
Let's say your left knoe is bothering you. The dogtor says you have arthritis and tom un_nl;pc im that knee, =.l'|d he agrees to give
you a memo 1o thal effect. Proving that the injury occurred of il was aggravated “in-service” may be mon dlﬂ'l-l.'l-t'lll._l':hd ol _11.1.“:
trouble when you stumbled and twisted your left knee while doing PFT? Your knee began L-.'u-_'-:--tll.w you wenl on sichk t.'.a:ll and
got excused from PT for a week (or, more likely, for only one day). That -Ii-.'l; call s.h:ru1_|l b i wiur mcdlfﬂ m which can
supply the second element. There are other ways. Statements from your friends, called . buddy statements”, saying that yoa had an
accident may help. If you were af cenain places at cenain imes,” 1N-SCIVICE INCUITence. may H Pfhlll]_‘?d Pﬂffmpﬂﬂ ir you:
wiene in Victnam and possibly exposed to Agent Orange, the "in service incusmence’ nay be satisfied, Finally, is there a connection
(the medical “mexus™) between your knee injury while in service and your cument problem’?

i s this § 2 ls i possi et kmee problem began of wis aggravated
The easiest way to prove this is 10 see your doctor and ask: “ls it pos: ibbe that my began of was 3
when | twisted my knee in the service? "This may mot be an casy question fior the dootor, but he may sy it is _pmsnbl-: OF Ve
*probable™ that the knee problem you had then caused or coatributed 1o your knee problems now. With that evidence, the VA
should agree that you have a “well grounded claim” ..and you'ne 'mm;h the dboor.™ Are you 'r-mg: frec? H?. It only mecans l]ul_
the VA now has a duty to help you establish service connection. They will get reconds. set up medical examinstions and work with

Yol
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HOW TO CHOOSE A REPRESENTATIVE FOR YOUR VA CLAIM,
and why should a Veterans Service Organization represent me?

Re-printed from Military Order of Purple Heart’s PURPLE HEART MAGAZINE. Vol LXIII, &5
Greg A, Bresser, National Service Direcior

Over the years many people have asked me how they should go about choosing a VETERANS SERVICE
ORGANIZATION to represent them. Rather than just recommend one of our national service officers | recommend
an approach that was osiginated by the MOPH's National Service Officer in Louis-Ville, Kentucky. Do not get me
wrong, | am not selling our NSOs shon, it's just that 1 have faith in the MOPH MNational Service officers

When we are compared 1o other organizations for knowledge, efficiency, expertise, and dedication, most veter-
ans choose us as their represemative. Therefore, [ would highly recommend that you keep
the following guidelines handy. You never know when someone will ask you who would you recommend
as a representative on a VA claim,

HOW TO CHOOSE A REPRESENTATIVE FOR YOUR VA CLAIM

Why should a Veterans Service Organization (VS0) Represent Me?

The VA is required by law 1o have centain evidence in order 1o establish service connection for a dizability.
Cuite often veterans do not understand exactly what the VA is asking for when they receive a VA letter developing
evidence for a claim. Veterans' service organizations (VS0) are familiar with the complex VA law and regulations
and consequently are able to assist the veterans in obtaining the necessary evidence (o substantiate their ¢laims.
Additionally. when claims are not setiled 1o the veteran's satisfaction, the VSO can assist the veteran in the appeal
process. VSO's are panticularly helpful if the veteran has to go in for a personal hearing.

Remember there is an old legal axiom. A lawyer who represents himself has a fool for a client, The same can
be said of a veteran who represents himself in dealing with the Veterans Administration, Vererans are usually 100
emotionally involved in the outcome and lack the mecessiry knowledge and training in dealing with the complexities
of VA law and regulations,

WHICH ORGANIZATION CAN REPRESENT ME?

Any veleran's service organization can represent o veteran for Viterans Service benefits whether of not YO ane a
member. Also, there is no charge for representation. VSO's that assist veterins on Vi claims, cannot requine veter-
ans 1o join their organizations as a prerequisite 10 represent them,

HOW DO 1 GO ABOUT CHOOSING AN ORGANIZATION TO REPRESENT ME?

Make an appoiniment with the twa or three organizitions you have heard can help you. When you go in o alk
to the National Service Officer, give him a brief thumbnail outline of your cluim and ask himvher thoee basic ques-
ticns, listed below., When you get answers you are comfortable with, then you have found YOUIT Mepreseniative,

(1) What approach do you recommend on my ¢laim?

(2} What kind of assistance will your orgamization provide on the prosecution of my claim?

(3) What Kind of success rate have you had with this type of claim?

o o I'mfl Loyt ol P be tumed down by the Board of Veterans Appeals, ¥ou might consider asking if their
m‘g:mr.mln:r_n 18 representing veterans befose the Coun of Veterans Appeal. Not all VS0's provide Court of Appeals
epeesenlatnon.

WHO MAY REPRESENT ME ON MY CLAINM?

The ﬂ-l‘guni?ﬂl_il:ms- that have offices in the same building as the Depantment of Veterans Affairs Regional Office
generally have their phone numbers listed under the VA's heading in the section dedicated 1o govemment offices. You
can find a list of all of the addresses and telephone numbers of the Military Order of the Purple Heart Service

Officers on our World Wide Web site. Just type in the URL: s Purplebeam.org. This will give you the listing of
the Service Officers in your areq. :
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“HOME FREE ?”

Have you heard about the recently enacted Veterans' Claim Assistance Act of 20007 This law is a
major siep rﬂf‘-‘_-'“fdj but ‘-_'“*-‘_h YERCEEIL TINE understand that there are limits in the way the VA is implement-
ing it. The legislation :!_1||11||1:||ed a requirement for a well-grounded claim before the VA has 2 duty 1o
assist you with your claim. THAT is a major step FORWARD. Guidclines issued Dec. 14, 2000, by
Robent Eplay, director of the VA Compensation and Pension Service, provide procedures for the VA 1o fol-
|,

There are positive aspects here. For example, when the VA requests records from a federal depan-
ment or agency, the statute requires “[the VA| to continue attempis to obtain these records until they obtain
them or until it is reasonably certain that the records do not exist, or that further effors by VA to obtain
them would be futile.....They must receive a response from [the person in charge of the records] before
assuming they have met their duty to assist, "However, there is always a “however.” There are some
items of comcemn as well. 15 your cliim was denied as not “well-grounded™, between July 14, 1999, and
Mow. 9, 2000, the VA will re-adjudicae your claim *“as if the denial or dismizsal had not been made.™
GOOD! However: [A] claim will not be re-adjudicated unless a request for re-adjudication is filed by the
claimant.no later than two years from Nov, 9, 2000; “and” the VA is not required 1o initiate a special
review to locate and re-adjudicate claims denied as not well-grounded during this period in the absence of
a timely request by the claimant, ““This second condition 15 very important! The VA agrees they will ne-
open these claims, but only if you bring it 1o their attention before Nov. 9, 2002, Therefore, all veterans
who have had their claims denied because they were not well grounded should find their paperwork and
see what date their claims were denied! If the denial was after July 14, 1999, contact the VA immediately
andd ask them to re-consider it under the Veterans” Claims Assistance Act,

Don't wait....do it now,or you may lose an important opportunity! Once the VA has re-opened your
claim,your file must contain: “Competent medical evidence that the claimant has a current disability, or
competent evidence that the claimant has persistent or recurrent symptoms of disability. The veteran is not
competent to provide this information unless hefshe is a doctor. You can describe symploms, but the veter-
an is not...competent to diagnose his or her own medical condition or to offer a medical opinion...". The
VA will not help you satisfy this requirement. (No change here; this is the same as the first step of the well-
erounded claims test.) “Supporting evidence from service records or other sources that the claimant
suffered an event(s), injury or discase in service that may be associated with the claimant™ current
disability or symptoms of disability.”” “But: the file does not contain™ sulficient medical evidence for
them to make a decision on the claim.” At that point the VA will provide a medical ¢xamination.
Actually, this third provision is understandable because they are rying [0 CONSEIVE SCICE m"*’d"":‘r_” :
resources before ruling on your claim. They can still deny your claim if your file does no ﬂfhﬁlﬁl!l tt-l.“l'mi. |
and 2. Remember that you must still provide competent medical evidence of your current disability. They
won't “assist™ you with that.

The VA will continue to develop their rules, and the courts will review their procedures. But n:'m:?m-
ber, just because VA has a duty to assist does not mean they will do it all for you. You must be an e
participant and follow up on your claim. If you neglect this duty,your claim may be denied and you won't
understand why.

Submined by Dan Nate, Ranger Advocate,and F cu.LF_.F
Reference materials from John E.Howell Stars and Stripes
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WHY ARE OUR CLAIMS TAKING SO LONG?

Submitied by Dan Nate, Ranger Advocate

Most veterans with pending VA claims have noticed that rating decisions and other documents are tak-
ing longer and longer to come from VA offices. As with any workload problem, there is no single answer,
But many of the VA's current problems can be traced 1o the Veterans Claim Assistance Act (VCAA).
Statistics and comments from VA friends indicate that a large number of cases are being sent back to the
regional offices for re-adjudication based on the enhanced “duty to assist” from the VCAA. While this
new law was a great step forward and long overdue, here is a noticeable catch-up effect in the VA system.
While it 15 understood that new people have been hired in some VA offices, veterans should be be prepared
for delays. It takes time to train new people and to re-adjudicate claims, New claims are coming in, and
the pressure is on! [ am not an apologist for the VA, but | am a realist. Many of these cases require time
for more development work. If the law had not been changed, many of those cases would have been
denied, and those veterans would have been out of luck. With the change in the law, veterans now will
have a much better chance of having their claims service-connected. The price we will all have to pay is
delay. There are several ways to help the VA help you.

If you are submitting 2 new claim, submit it as soon as possible so that you can take advantage of an
“early effective date.” You may get a handsome “past-due benefits award” when your ¢laim is finally
approved. There are documents you must file when you open a claim. If you don’t have them available,
file your claim anyway and then forward these items as soon as you can. You need a doctor’s statement or
other evidence that you have a “current disability,” plus your DD-214 or other document that verifies your
military service. You may also have documents such as medical records showing when or how your dis-
ability was incurred. Get these items together and send them in “all at once™ If you send them one at a
time, you will get letters from the VA asking for more evidence. Each time they write to you, your file
goes back on the shelfl and must take its tum when vour reply arrives. To speed things up, reduce the need
for the VA 10 write o you. If you have a claim pending, the same advice applies. Cut down on the num-
ber of times the VA has to write you for information, Try 1o gather everything they might want into one
package and send it 1o them.

If you are seriously ill (life-threatening) or in serious financial difficulty (verge of bankruptey), you
can ask the VA o “advance your case on the docker.” This means your case jumps the queue and goes
ahead of others who do not have your problems, This is a tough standard 10 meet, and you must prove Yol
are seriously ill or in financial trouble: but if you convince the VA they should move your case forward, it
can save you a lot of time. Afier all, for a person seriously il or facing bankruptcy, time is your problem
and the WA should be sensitive 1o that,

Be sure 1o keep good records. The VA does make mistakies. They may ask for a decument or for med-
1cal records that you have already sent them, or they will decide that there was no evidence that you
incurred your disability while in the service. That is when good record keeping pays off. You can save lots
of time and anguish if you can pick the documents you need out of your file and send them in. [ recom-
mend that you keep a complete file of everything related to your claim. If you are lucky. you will never
need that file, but the day may come when you will wish you had those documents. This file is a “lime-
saver” because you don’t have 1o go back to the doctor for a copy of his statement. or search files for the
same records. Good record-keeping makes good sense,

Finally, if you can, be patiemt! ‘We all hope the VA will not take too long to process claims. but we
should do what we can o help them. The VA em ployees don’t enjoy being behind, so it is 1o everyone's
advantage to “work together,”

By: Dan Nate
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BUT FOR THESE VILE GUNS

- By Kenn Miller '--, 23 2

If a Ranger’s accomplishments in civilian life qualified hi . k. R
Ogbum I (1911-98) woukd be s shoo-in. Oghurn was i advemtore o st oo Ranies Hall of Fme
American raitroads, a diplomat, and a soldier who served a5 an enlisted mju;ﬂwﬂm and oficer. D e 1
served as a comma platoon leader and intelligence officer with the $307th Composite Unit, Memillls Marauders, in Burma, a

postwar book, THE MARAUDERS, was a bestseller that was made into a popular movie, and is still considered a classic of military
writing. But for all his many and varied accomplishments, Ogbarm will probably be best remembered as a literary scholar. For |
almost four hundred years, there have been questions and doubts bt the authorship of the Shakespeare poems and plays. There is
almost no credible evidence that William Shaksper (one of the six spellings on his six surviving signatures) really wrote anything
except s own name--—and that very poorly. Increasingly, Edward DicVere (1550-1604), the 17th Earl of Oxford, is recognized as
the real author. Charlton Ogbum's book on DeVere's anthorship, THE MYSTERIOUS WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, is the landmark
work on the subject. Among the many things cited as evidence of DeVere's authorship is the fact that along with no known school-
ing. William Shaksper had no known military experience, while DeVere served his queen in combat as both an anmy and 4 navy
officer. DeVene's broad and deep military experience is reflected in the Shakespeare plays. The following rant, from Heary IV, Parr
Ore-—in which a fellow nicknamed “Hotspar” is talking 1o King Henry IV after o battle in which he served Hl;ﬂ.l'j*. and h:Fw: his

own rebellion against the king---came to mind during the recent fuss ahout over the sct
squad on 25 February, 1969, r the actions of former Senator Bob Kerrey's SEAL

{From HENEY 1V, Pant One, Scene 33

HOTSPUR: | remember, when the fight was done,
When | was dry with rage and extreme toll,
Breathless and fainy, leaning upon my swond,
Came there a cortam ond, neat and rimby dress'd,
Fresh as a bridegroom; and his chin mew reapd
Show'd like a stulbble land at hasvest home.
He was perfuneed like a milliper,
And twist his Ninger and his thumb he held
A pouneet box, which ever and anon
He gave his nose, and ook’ away againg
Wha therewith angry, when it next came there,
Tasirs 18 1m =nafE; and st8ll he smal'd and alk'd;
And as the soldiers bore dead badics h}'_
He call'd them uninught knaves, unmaneerdy,
T bBring 2 slovenly unhandsome comse
Betwixt the wind and his nobility.
With many holiday and Indy terms
He questioned me, amongst the rest demanded
My prisoners in your Majesty’s behalf,
I then, all smarting with my wounds being cald,
T b 500 pestined wiith o popingay,
Chat of my griel and my impatiznce
Answerd neglectingly, | Kmow m0d what-
He should, or ke should not; for he made me mad
To see him shime 3o brisk, and smell 5o sweet,
And talk so like o waiting gentlewoman
OFf guns and drums and wounds- God save the mark!-
And telling me the sovereignest thing on carth
Was parmacity for pn inwind broise;
And that it was great pity, s0 it was,
This villanous salipetre should be digg'd Vialome]
Ot of the bowels of the harmless exrth, o T
Which many a good tall fellow had destroyd
So cowardly; and bat for these vile “guns,
He would himsell have been a soldier,

You can see that the author knew what he was talking about, and that things haven't changed all ths

Ogbunm understood pectey well just who did write the Shakespeare pocms and piays. I
= . 1 ; L J e e e i
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CK BERET OBITUARY

] _ﬁii_:ignﬂmmmmﬁ:nlmrwmy. Some are calling it Black Toesday, [
and professionally, I'm glad the first reporter who called me for an interview did not quete me on exactly what | had said,

. .m’ﬁjrﬁ"hbuhiuiﬂlﬂﬂi we had 1o fight. [t may have seemed to many an impossible fight and one that we would pot

win, But it was a fight we were required to fight. We were out gunned and out manned from the onset but we were destined by a
greater creed ﬁﬁhﬁiulﬁh fight. From start to finish there were nay sayers and opponents on both sides. We started with nothing
and were fragmented. Eventually we attained focus and direction. Forces started to rally and an offensive was mounted. Momentum
built like a tidal wave and we tumed fragmentation into & multi-pronged attack. We finally had our adversary's back against the wall
and were waiting for a well-deserved victory. Suddenly, we were out mancuvered and victory was pulled from our grasps. It honesly
woukdn't be on the Book of the Month Club list and I doubt that you would ever get an actor worthwhile to play any of the roles. But
it wak 2 very imense and interesting time for all involved. It was an experience worth remembering, | think. There were high spots
and a few times we drug bottom but throughout we maintained our honor and integrity. We fought a good fight and should be proud
of what we accomplished. Despite loosing the black beret we did win some very substantial concessions,

To begin with, the CSA was not going 1o allow the Rangers 1o go to another color. In his desire to have an Army of ONE, there
was no pace in it for other colors, T fear that the Maroon and Green would have been in his sights nexl. He was going 1o make them
stay in black like the rest of the Army. Granted, the Rangers would have still been in black but so would every Tom, Dick and Harry
in the Army. Mothing would have set the Rangers apart from the rest of the Army to make them feel special. [ think that over fime
that would have eventually demoralized the Rangers even further, Our efforts forced him to concede to let the Rangers go 1oa Tan
Bered. | feel that we can say that if the black beret is dishonored now, it will not have been done during our watch,

Second, we united the Ranger community like it had never been united before. All the Ranger Associations united together for
the first time. Rangers of all eras had formed up as one. What was so especially prabilying was the suppon we received from our fel-
low Gireen Berets'. The entire Special Forces Association was the fisst one to stand shoulder 1o shoulder with us, Many af ot all of
the Airborne Associations 1ok a stand with us. We had the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and many other groups
on our side. This unity in brotherhood continues and remains that way toulay.

And lasdy, alnsost the entire nation has beand about pot ofly the black berer, but who we were and are Many in cur great aabon
saw first hand what Rangers can and do accomplish on a daily basis. There is no doubt that our cou nley knows meofe about who
Rangers are and from hence they came.

Why black in the first place yois ;k? The CSA and his SMA are both armsor, There had always been o rumning kattle with armos
forces and others over whom had womn the Back beret here or there at this time or that tmse, S0 many finle groups of wnits fose up
and treed 10 get on the bandwagen during this cpisade. They wanted it so bad that thew stoopad 1o dishonorable acts and under handed
tactics. Wiell bet them have it Now we don’t have o bear their CIYing cfap any more. No one in the US forces past or present has
cver wom the Tan Beret. From information provided to me. the only ones worldwide who have ever worm the Tan Beret are the
Australian, New Zealand and Eritish Special Air Service (SA%). Those are goodd puys to keep company with. They have a fine repu-
Ldrom,

1 always try to find a sliver of good even in the worst of times o here's my oplinustic outlook on this issue. 1 project thar the
Rangers will last for o 1000 yvears or more, O, so we wasted 50 years on the black beret. Better than wasting 500 years, As [ see it,
from this day forward and the next 950 years or more we will make the Tan Beret betier than the black beret ever thought of standing
for. Perhaps the Tan Beret should have been considered in licu of the Black when 3 beret was (s selected duri ng the Korean War era
or at the start up of the current day Regiment. General Shinseki has an armor background and armor units® worldwide wear the black
beret. There are several images I see constantly on news events that 11l us this is fact, Remember General Moatgomery, of the
Einitish forces during WW I, wearing a black beret? Look ot [raq’s Republican Guards, they wear black berets,

Shortly after I was informed that we had Jost the fight for the black beres, | had a meeting with Col. P K. Keen, Commander of
the Ranger Regiment and his Regimental Sergeant Major. We discussed many of the chronological events surrounding the entire beret
issuc. | admire the man for the decision he had to make. It was nod an easy ofic and there were not any real viable oplions made avail-
abie to him. I will say that he was working off of a larger map sheet than the rest of us had, Tt was ot this pint im time that the only
logical solution was to support the Regiment in going 1o the Tan Beret. Col. Keen had already talked to the presadent of the Ranger
Battalions of WW II, Bing Evans before 1 had asrived. When he finished talking 10 me, he was going to call the Korean War Ranger
president, Minor Kelso. Col, Keen was atternpting (o beal the wounds in the Ranger Associations. | admire him for this effort. It was
not & required effort but one be felt obligated 1o perform out of respect. One of his ideas that | thought was an effon in muintaining
the unity within the Ranger community we had established was to include the Asseciations in the beret donning ceremony that the
Eln;ﬂﬁvpmm was going 10 exccute. His plan was (o beret the presidents himself. | agreed with his offer and accepbed as president
of this Association. m;m:rmnmmm else has 1o participate in this ceremony or accept the Tan Beret as our headgear. The
choice is yours. If you would like to participatc then contact me by any means and provide me with your beret size. The ceremony

mm@yh-ﬂtﬁmﬂﬂ@nhirbuuummnym:dungcnfmm:ﬂmmwuu?mkﬁﬂdinimmufhﬂmwm

Mn-l‘dn writing, ihmﬂumm.miflruhaut berel issue is alive or dead. There are still lingering side affects Springing up

e 10 remember

. o
|

L
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Fﬁ?‘@'ﬁ?ﬂ Way. Emmctt W. Hiltibrand
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WHAT THEY CARRIED
They camied P-38 can openers and heat 1abs, watches and dog tags, insect repellent, gum, cigarettes, Zippo lighters, salt tablets, com-

press b-i].'l'H.l-i]Si.'-S.l ponchos, Kool-Aid, 1wao or three canteens of water, iodine tablets, sterno, LERREP- rations, and C-rations stuffed in
socks. The carried standard fatigues, jungle boots, bush hats, Nk jackets and steel pots,

e WL Sy S S g
—

They camried the M- 16 xscault I‘iﬂ::. They carried trip flares and Claymore mines, M-60 machine guns, the M-T70 grenade launcher,
M-14'%, EAH-L?‘;. Stoners, Sw-.-dm:h K's, 66mm Laws, shotguns, 45 caliber pistols, silencers, the sound of bullets, rockets, and chop-
pers, and sometimes the sound of silence. They carried C-4 plastic explosives, an assortment of hand grenndes, PRC-25 radios,

knives nnri_m:-ch:ms.. Some camied napalm, CBU's and large bombs: some risked their lives 1o rescue others, Some escaped the fear,
but dealt with the death and damage. Some made very hard decisions, and some just tried 1o survive.

T_'h.:}- fan'iu:-:l_mnl.ﬂria._rl:.‘.h:-nmry. ri_ng\mrnm and leaches. They carricd the land itself as it hardened on their boots. They carried s1a-
GOnEry, me'llﬁ.ﬁﬁdlpll.‘lm'u of their loved ones - real and imagined, They camied bove for people in the real world and fove for ope
ancther, And sometimes they dispuised that love: "Don'i mean nothin'!™ They carricd memories,

For the most part, they camied themaglves with poise and a kind of dignity. Now and then, there weere times when panic set in, and
people squealed - or wanted to, but couldn's; when they twitched and made moaning sounds and covered their heads and said "Dear

God” and hugged the carth and fired their weapons blindly and eringed and begged for the noise to stop and went wild and made stu-
pid promises to themselves and God and their parents, hoping not to die,

They carmied the traditions of the United States military, and memorics and images of those who served before them. They carried
griet, terror, longing and their reputations. They camied the soldier’s greatest fear: the embarmssment of dishonor. They crawled into
wnnels, walked point, and advanced under fire, 50 a5 not to die of embarrassment. They were afraid of dying, but oo afraid 1o show
it. They camied the emotional baggage of men and women who might dic at any moment. They camied the weight of the world.

THEY CARRIED EACH OTHER

Author Unknown

I Ty

INTENTIONALLY DISFUNCTIONAL?

Pl Ty e e
-

I came across these 10 items while | was reading Demeter’s Manual of Parliamentary Law. 1 thought they were funny a1 first but
after reading them again, | noticed some resemblance 1o things 1'd seen happening in our Association, 1've applied them to myself
for your viewing interest. When your done, how about taking the test yoursell.

Ten ways o wreck an Organization:

1) Dot come to the meeting.

2) If you do come, come late,

3) I the weather does not suit you, don't think of coming.

4) If you attend the meeting. find fault with the officers and the other members.

%) Never accept an office, s it is easier 10 criticize than 1o do things.

6) Feel hurt if you ane not appointed on a commitiee, but if you are, do not atiend the commities mectings.

73 If asked by the Chair 1o give your opinion on some matter, tell him you have nothing to say; after the  meeting tell every-
by heow thimgs sheould be donpe.

&) Do pothing more than is absolutcly necessary, but when members roll up their sleeves and willingly and unselfishly use their
ability 1o help the organization. say that the unit is run by a clique.

9)  Hold back your dues as long as possible, or don't pay them at all.

10) Don't bother about getting new members; et someone clse do it.

Must times these things don’t happen intentionally but sometimes they do happen none the less.

S8
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1) Rather it is by an accident that you couldn’t come to a reunion and participate or something came up at the last miu_mtc_
Accidents happen. It has happened 1o me before. My worse one was finding out the meeting happened and my mind was
st to a different date time group.

2) Never came late to a reunion myself but left a linde early once. [ also had a friend who came out by military hop (space
available) and was routed all over the country before he could get close endugh 1o rent a car and just drive the rest of the
way in. It wasn't his fault. He tried. Got there just as we were leaving.

31 1 don’t believe weather has ever been used as a valid reason for not coming to a reunion or not. | guess | could see this as
an excuse if we scheduled a reunion in Savannah right as a hurricane was in bound. Actually, that might be fun.

4)  Been there and done that. 1 bet most of us have. But I did it to their face and not behind their backs. Now don't gel this
confused with having a private discussion with friends 1o determine how you feel about a topic. But later, [ had either said
the same conversation with the individual involved.

3) I've seen overly qualified people tam down an office and regretied that they did it 1 have also seen unqualified people
accept an office who had no idea what in the world they were doing. Remember what they use to drilled into your head
about volunteering? After 10 months in this office, I'm wondering what was in my mind when [ velunteered,

6) There were times that I wanted to get assigned to a commiltee or group but missed out. Best guess was that | wasn't good
encugh or they had oo many good people on it already.

7} Boy, am | guilty here. 1 have 10 work on this one. Won't even give you any excuses as why I did this once but I'm guilty.

8) 'This is the one I've seen most often in our Association. A lot of it has stopped thank goodness, IF allowed to continee, it
would sclf-destroct us,

9} Low on funds or complete lack there of is not a reason. Contact your Unit Director, We have provisions in our Constitution
for this problem. Now, my sometimers kicks in and 1 torget or [ could swom to death tha [ paid that bill. But guess what.
I didn’t. Does this sound familiar?

10y ™ot guilty on this one conceming the Association. Gu:’lt}- CONCEmIng going out and rallying suppon for a political figure
and then he didn't win. Guilty there. Thought we had it in the bag, Sure proved me wrong. Had to live with that mistake
fior four yvears, which tumed into eight.

Emmett W. Hiltibrand, President, 75th Ranger Regiment Associition

' MARCH TO WASHINGTON

David W, Miclsen
14 May 01
Black Beret Road March

I have said this many times over, and it bears repeating: | was truly blessed in being able to march from Columbus 1o DC for the
Black Beret. When I first heard about it on the Ranger listserver | subseribe to, I gt prenty fired up. It had been a while since I'd
felt that fired up.

I had started road marching on my own about six weeks before | heard about the 750 mile walk for the beret. 1'd had back sur-
gery about a year prior, and was ready 1o get in shape. 1 would go out a1 night in the snow and walk six or eight miles with a light
ruck in the Virginia countryside, iaking it casy, Then | heard about the march, | kept thinking *“this guy can’t do this alene™. | pic-
tured him walking alone and camping alone, and 1 said, no way. We don’t do things alone. The problem was, [ had just registered
for the spring term at George Mason University, | had just urned Junior. | thought I might walk the start and finish, then that | might

walk every weekend, driving back for school_then | prayed. talked 1o my wife, and decided to g0 the distance- taking the semester
off,

| thought the walk would be harder than it was. Yes. there were times when | was just sick of it- remember feeling angry on
read marches? There was plenty of that, But [ was truly just so elated 1o be able 1o do samethin g for the Black Beret. It is <o frus-
trating 1o have 1o sit ot home and watch politicians destroy our history, our lincage. and sometimes our Rangers. So it feli really
good 1o be able 1o walk, walk hard and fast, and with a purpose. | walked it one day at a time.

_ lewas just like a field mission: look forward to sleep and chow, hope it doesn’t rain, walk all day and into the night. [ really
tried 1o start as early as possible most days, but almost incvitably some form of media would slow us down. There were two cell
phones in the RV that rang constantly - TV, radio and newspapers. | couldn’t stand those things by the end of the march,
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Low points were my pain pliteaus at days six and twelve, [ had a toe just Blow up, lost a nail and it w i

hips hurt extremely bad too, | hn:.l never experienced that. They felt like emply b{fl.llﬂ' chirns Ming,ﬁﬁ;ﬂ:smfﬁﬁdﬁu:ﬂ
joined me. You km:lw“ when you've had enough, and then something happens to motivate you? Bill's wife Penny and Ranger H
Egelston “'I':'ﬂ. "Bene” F company LRP. met us in North Caroling. We barbecued and ate together while working on media wﬁujr
and at that point | can say the end was in sight. Also high on the list of fond memories were those beautiful erisp Georgia m:mmgs

I remember one moming walking north up an empty four lane highway, in cow pasture la isteni
¥ nd, and | li:
headphones, as happy as humanly possible. e was listemng to John Coltrane on

Every day this thing would happen- a spiritual boost. ‘The people in Georgia were amazing, it really astounded me. Somewhere
between Columbus and Macon, a guy named Marvin Liule met up with us. As we walked past his humble cstate h¢ stooed on the
porch staring with his many kids: or. he may have been one of the kids, I don't know. When he realized we were the guys in the
paper. he came running across his yard in bare feet to meet us. He just had the biggest smile [ had ever seen. He pulled out his wal-

bet to donate and found it empty- his smile disappeared. We gave him a few dollars and asked him 1o buy ice cream for the kids. He
promised he would, as well as pray for us, as he walked away backwards smiling and waving.

We had Johnny Bums {Somalia vet), Jason Denny and 1, Bill Round and Steve Simonetti and my old team leader, SFC Robert
Rummells, all in the BV in DC. We parked at the base of the Lincoln Mermorial and just claimed Ill'l:a;l patrol base as ours. Paul
Heckzon, Colomado road marcher, met g with us. That was o crazy week, and another story, However. the seven of us w:JEing ina
wedge weaning starched uniforms, spit-shined boots and black berets was a sight to see. | was blessed and honored to be the poini-
man of that wedge, and we assaulied Capitol Hill,

WHAT HAPPENED TO CHU LAI?

S A ]

By: John Fritzinger
i i o el s T

It was Sunday, March 14, 1999, As | arose that moming, | only inlerested in going back to Nam, bul who would be will-
wenl through my usual routine of lighting a ciganette: getting ing to do it my way, which would be very unconventional.
a cup of coffee and retrieving \he newspaper from my front
fawn, Everyvone dissects a newspaper dilferently and 1 usual- Michael Chu from Howaii and Dave Swires from Nebmska
Iy check the Business section it Melro second, dational said yes. When they said yes, the seads of an idea began to
third, Sports fourth, and never bother with the other sections, ferminate in my mind: to pat this tnp together and rediscover
However, woday would be an exception. For some odd reason, a land and her people whom we had left 30 years ago. As for
the wravel section was being advertised on the from section of my unconventional way of doing things, it's very simple; on
the paper and [ kept inding it while selectively going through our retum trip o Vietnam, let’s just get there and then decide
my newspaper dissection ritual. what we're poang to do and hosy we ape gokng (0 do .
Of course, you can imagine what hesdlined the travel section; It was both a scary and challenging way of doing things, but
it wias none other than Vietnum, bt this was nol your usual this way we were free 1o come and go, a5 we desired. All the
sy ﬂ'.’l'.'i”ﬂd- |_r,;|'\'c'||:|su.: ;-|l'||;.|.|||[ 1~l|.|¢'| (FR8L] h_lr somne  author ln'i'{!:l .il:::ﬂ‘-l'l{ifﬁ ard toue Sroaps 1odd me we 'I-\-"'I.ﬂd- have \.'I:'I'_:p'
unknown to me, It was quite the opposite. The four page in- difficult ime of it especially with three former LERFS trav-
depth article was wntien and expenenced by a fellow joumnal- eling around the country so freely. We'l see?

ist and friend of mine, Jim Vimey. :
So tickels were purchased, passports were updated with visa

Jim had been to Vietnam in 93 and again in 98, In 1998, he andd o date of July 15, 1999 was our ETA in Vietnam. As many
had waveled exicnsively in the Da Nang, Chu Lai, asd My Lui of you know, Murphy's Law went into effect about a week
areas of what | used to know as southem | Corps. For the first after Chu, Swires and myself finalized our trip itinerary. Chu
five months of my tour, | was with the Duc Pho LERP platoon was called back to Seoul, Korea on business and would miss
and knew the area well, | was transfermed 1o Chu Lad in March the first six days of cur U"I[:I. So, as Fate would have i, because
1968 and finished oul my tour there. of time and Might in country, Swines and [ were forced 10 do
[a Nang and Chu Lai without Chu. Michael, you don't know
Afier reading his article and late that day, speaking with him what you miceed,
by phone, my aspirations of retuming to Vietnam were rekin- : i g
died. | made some phone calls to travel agencies and tour Swires and | spent the first three days of our trip in Saigon typ-
groups that specialize in taking trips to Vietnam, but none of ical tourist traps and making plans for our joumey to Da Nang.
them had the itinerary 1 had in mind. We decided to stay in Da Mang our first day there and try (o
obtain transportation 1o Chu Lai, Duc Pho, and My Lai on the
8o 1 called several fellow LRRF's 1o see who would be not second and third.

S




PATROLLING - SUMMER 2001

So it was off 10 Da Nang and things went as planned or we
thought it did. After checking into the Furama Hotel and
Rezon on China Beach, we decided to wander around the
deserted Vietnamese beach area and grab a beer. We found
this one establishment and the bartender was the singular
human being in the place, We each ondered Tiger beer and
before we finished them, there were 3 Victnamese in the
Joint, wanting to know all about us and if we were Americans,

W told them that we were Amernicans and smiles abounded
everywhere om the premises. | bought a round of drinks for
everyone and the pany began,

Soon a middle-aged woman named kan appeared and she
spoke excellent English. She offered to be our wour guide with
transportation for a price, naurally. Swires was always better
than I at cutting deals and [ told him to handle everything.

The pext day. it was off to Chu Lai, Duc Pho, and My Lai at
T:00am. | realizediabout a half-hour imto the wip that it was
going to be a very long day. The driver was only going aboui
30 to 35 miles per hour and that wasn't going to geeit. [ 1old
Ean, our guide and interpreter 1o ask the driver 1o go faster
because cars and tour buses were passing us. She did.

Wereached Chu Lai only o find our presence not welcome
and: were not allowed down the beach road 1o our old LRRP
headquaniers.  This was very disappointing for Swires and
myself. We didn't waste any time and were on our way to Due
Pho for | had wanted 1o see what remained of L.Z. Bronco and
Father Bich. He was a catholic priest who befriended LRRPs
at Duc Phoin 1968 and 1969. He also ran an orphanage, which
we adoptedd. And Roth, Thomas, Thiele, and Franklin, team-
mates of mine during that era, all wanted to know if 1 could
find him daring my retumn trip.

Alffter about three more grueling hours in the car, we reached
DueEho. Quite simply, we found ope old woman that remem-
bered. him and told us he was transferred 10 Cam Ranh Bay
about 1974, the VC destroyed the orphanage and L.Z. Bronco
was dismantled. With my mission completed in Duc Pho, it
I'w::;l'l‘u. My Lai with a stop in Quang Nhai for a very late
u

['{P?" entering the village of My Lai, there was some quy
killing a dog with a shovel on the side of the road. How apgao-
priate. Swines turmed to me and said, “There's dinner!™

As we pulled into the parking lot of the My Lai Mcemorial
Park, I was amazed at what | saw. Huge statwes and tomb-
stones wene scatted around the area where certain events took
place on that dark March day in 1968, The entire site was
enclosed by fence and an admission fee of two US dollars was

(CONTINUED)

IH_:'

J LAI

collected upon entering. The entire site of the actual massacre
't very large and we traversed it in about a half-hour.

U[hchl‘l Icu\'ing, we siumbled onto an indoor museum that had
even more painful memorabilia to look at. It was in the muse-
um where | had my most unsettling experience. Having gone
almost all the way through the place, [ ran smack dab into Ron
Hidenhour's pecture on the wall,

As many of you know, Ron exposed the My Lai Mossacre and
only recently died of a heart anack in May 1998, Ron was a
true frnend and always sought the ruth. As [ tomed 1o walk
away from his picture, [ glanced to the other side of the room
and sow Lom, our ;!iri-:lr. .H!hl'r:illé:. [ kmow wh}' she wis :-r:.-inl:r..
bait [ still had 1o ask her if she was all rght. [ felt just awful!

On the way back to our car, Lan thanked me for my Kindness
amd tobd mie that she had heard about the massacre bat hogd po
ibea it was to the magnitude of what she had just experienced.

It was getting late and we were a long way from Da Nang so
we staned heading back. Al the way back, all 1 could think
about was all of our missed opportunities. trying o do too
much in one day and not getting 1o see in Chu Lai what we
reilly camse for,

It was about 5:00 a.m. and 1 couldn't sleep. 1 decided to go out
i Ching Beach for o walk and mayhe come back and iy o get
1o sleep later. First light was just beginning to peck out of the
South China Sca. It was a very calm and windless moming,
buit I started hearing the lively laughter of children playing in
the ocean and on the beach.

My ears were surely plaving tricks on me because the only
fools up at that hour wene my insomnia and 1, 1 reached the
end of the walkway from the hotel to the beach and to my sur-
prise; there must have been five hundred children on the
bezach, '[‘Im;.- Weng xu:]:rivingl_\ meatyrnl, |;|;|_rt;|_ki_|'|3 I SWi=
:|'|i|11:. woccer, of karmte. | was in (oqal amarement. bl nol sur-
prised. These people make every waking hour of the day be
productive for them.

| was very restless and was fecling guilty about not seeing
more of Chu Lai and my old headquarters or the mountain
ranges that | used to patrol. So | wemt (0 breakfast, then a
swim in the South China Sea, then a walk down Ching Beach
and nothing seemed to repress my feelings.

Later that day, Swires and | went to the Kim Do Restaurant in
Da Mmgm!d I'told him about my feelings and that 1 might hire
another taxi to ke us (o Chu Lai, He said he was game,

We found the same taxi driver waiting for us outside the Kim
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WHAT HAPPENED
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Bar_: J _n;-l_m Fri

o and he said e could get us 1o Chu Lai in one hour, [ old
him that was total insanity, because Chu Lad is 108 kilomseters
pavny arsd Hil.:,ll'l.'n.'.'ljr lisa h':""""“!" travieled iwo lane moad clut-
tered with bicveles, motoreycles, cars, busses, and water buf-
fabp imffic. not 10 méntion pedestrian movement and con-
-..'||'I,I|,'[il|'-ll

However, we like pushing the envelope and said, "Let’s do g™
Soooff we go and about 10 minutes into our thp, 1 realized |
had a death wish. Manio Andretti hasd nothing on our driver,
Jon, He drove like the wind with an attitude. He was con-
stantly weaving in and out of ongoing and head on iraffic and
speeding up and slowing down 10 get back in our lane 5o we
could avoid any and all types of collisions,

Al one poant, we even passed 3 Bed Cross ambulance with jis
siren anad light going. 1 kept lighting cigarettes thinking this
minght Bemy Iast. Fimadly, after an hour and fificen minues, we
were m Chu Lan, Jon deove us around what was once one of
the baggest airbases and division headquamers in Vietnan dar-
i the war

We drove for miles amd found eventhing hod been mzed. The
place was barren and desolate. Anything and everything ihat
hiad anythang 1o do with the Amencan presence during the war
wits gone, | wis awestnuck and specchless for this place al one
e, were home 10 the Amencal Davision, two Marnine Air

Wings, several helicopter companies, numerous Army
surgical and M.AS.H. hospitals, dozens of enginecring and
transportation outfits, and a whole host of SUPPOTt groups.

As | gazed over this vast razed area woward the cloud covered
mountain range, | wondered what type of labor accomplished
this and to what end. 1 could only speculate that it was re-sdu-
cation labor,  After the fall of Saigon in 1975, the Nonh
Vietnamese who had been trying 1o re-unify the country since
1954 hadd to re-educate the people of South Vietnam according
1o their communist doctrine and beliefs 'm sure it was a diffi-
cult time for many in the South, especially if you wene
wealthy, politically involved, or well educated,

As we proceeded down the road 1o the beach anea, the same
guards who gave us the same line once again stopped us: we
couldn’t go any further. So | said | know another way and then
we were met with much more stem resistance and sobdiers
with AK-4Ts. It was definitely one of those experiences that
brought us 1o our senses and we decided 1o let well enough
alone. We had seen enough,

So it was back 1o Da Nang, for the next day we were going
back to Saigon. Our driver asked if he could drive a linle
slower on the way back to Da Nang and in unison we shouted,
“YES!"

GLENN ENGLISH, JR. HEHpﬁm

Llenn English, Jr. Memorial
May 1%, 2001
Allosona, Pennsylvania

| think that you have to be in a small town to really see America as it really is. On Armed Forces Day 2001, in the City
of Altooni, Pennsylvania, members of the 173rd Airbome Brigade Association, the Jayhawk (VII Corps) LRRPS and the
75th Ranger Regiment Association dedicated the former headstone of Glenn English, Jr., MOH to his et at ,
Veterans” Square in downtown Altoona, Joe Chetwyn and Kirk Gibson, former Jayhawk LRRPS, were instrumental in

making this possible. (Se¢e companion article, following).

Altoona went all out for the Armed Forces Day weekend, This is where a 250° traveling version of the Vietnam Wm
Memorial Wall found a permanent home. It is installed in much the same way the original in Washington, DC, and .
located in front of the VA Hospital in Altoona. There were events, choral groups, color guards, hﬂ-ﬂF"Fﬂ'ﬁ and memorial
ceremonies for participants and casualties of all wars. There was also a static display of a Medivac _h’-'“WP"ﬂ- two Eﬂh‘“‘
Gunships, a Blackhawk and two Huey slicks. Along with a heavy equipment display by a local National Guard Engineer
Unit, these events provided opportunities for people to talk to the soldiers who operated the equipment and aireraft, and
to see the things their tax dollars purchase, close up and personal.

John Chester
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Omnce the black beret issue remember and memonialize
had :drul-:;i. Iil;mlgh'l. life o bosses then fo honor their
would stow down and things g miothers and wi i
would get back o normal. B'}' Emmett Hiltibrand i, that m‘:;;d::p m
Whatever is normal now — SR—— mothers or wives will not
days. Instead, other “impor- want to dredge up the past

tant” issues have replaced that time consuming venture and there
is no sight of any reprieve in the near fure. We spend some
time tending to the wounded that were lefi on that field of batle
because of the beret issee and tried to regroup our forces in an
effort 1o get on with our lives and move forward. As of this
writing. I'm still in the process of writing letiers of Appreciation
for those who arose to the occasion and excelled to meet the
challenge in true fashion.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP - In an effort to reward probably the
most deserving veteran of the black beret issue, 1 placed David
Niclsen at the top of my list. | pondered for days on what we
could say or give to this man who gave so much of himself and
his ume. What do vou give a man who walks some 700 miles?
A new st of feet was one of my initial ideas or maybe a good
comforable pair of shoes. Perhaps a lifetime membership to a
foot massage center. Hmmm, Lifetime Membership. Now
there's an idea. 5o I got on the phone and called each and every
one of the Unit Directors and asked for their input. Granted, 1
can give away a Lifetime Membership, for exceptional service
to the Asseciation, on my own as president, but having it come
from 4 unanimous consent of the entire leadership would be
even betier, Personally, | feel that a1 the cost of 5250 (o the
Association, that more than one person should be involved in
that decision making process, Withowt question, every one of
vour Unit Directors was in agreement. | notified Ron Edwards
to record it as such and send it out 1o him immediately, | called
Dravid mysell and informed him of our best effort to show him
our appreciation for his sacnfices. | think wathout a doabt that
this was one of the most well deserved Lifetime Memberships
that have ever been awarded. David was delighted by our gra-
cious offer and this Association will benefit for life from has
futune contributions.

GOLD STAR MOTHERS - | was also thinking of Mrs,
Sandee Rouse who also gave the beret issue so much of her tme
and effort. [ had begun to think along the same lines for her
award as | had for David Nielsen. But somewhere along that
path, my thought process kept taking me to the "Gold Star
Mother® title she carries. | thought many times of young James
Markwell, ber son who was Killed in Panama. [ thought of him
and his mother Sandee and | thought of our many other fellow
comrades who had fallen over time and their mothers. Then this
bright light came on, and my wife said, “Get up you lazy bum®,
No. but a light did come on in the old brain housing group, hon-
estly. 1 thought, why don’t we honor all of our fallen comrades®
mothers? They are after all, *Gold Star Mothers' 100, 5ol
asked the Unit Directors about this also. They were all for it.
What 1 didn't know was that there are "Gobd Star Wives', also.
Of course we will have to ratify this “Gold Star” class of mem-
bership at the next General Membership Meeting for it to be
official. 1 asked each Unit Director to find their units "Gold Star
Mothers” and "Gold Star Wives” and ask them if they would like
1o be a part of us, | cannot think of a better way for us o

because they may have already come 1o terms with their bosses,
They may have finally obtained closure with their loss and want
nothing mose than to be lelt alone, Our hearts and prayers will
still go out 1o them, But for those whe still keep the candles
bumning and prayers of remembrance going then we may be of
service (o them and they tous. | had a unanimous agrecment
from all Unit Directors to offier them a Life Membership in their
sons of hushand's nume. Ron Edwards will print ol a special
Life Membership Certificate and send it 1o me for signature. |
will have it matied and feamed then send it o the Unit Director
for lam 1o present o the mather or wife, | would hope that the
units would invite their "Gold Star Mothers” or "Gold Star
Wives' to our future reunions. The units can help defray the
costs of ravel and lodging and the Association can pay for their
banquet dinner. During the ceremonies we can identify and rec-
opnize each and every one of them. What better tnbute could
wie pay them then to show then our love? We cannot neplace
their loss but a mother could go away from a reunion with 30
more sons, I've asked Sapdee Rouse if she would help get
things started for the *Gold Star Mothers' within our Association
and have offered her a section of the Patrolling magasine 1o
write artcles on this isspe,

PATROLLING MAGAZINE - | am very pleased ot the size
and content of our last printing of the Patrolling Magazine.
Almost every unit contributed to it [t was such 2 sucoess that
we ran out of copics almost immediately. For that issue, | had
asked the Secretaries of the Regiment and Battalions to write
aticles. 1've asked COL. PK. Keen, the out going Regimental
Commander, to submit an anticle for this issue. It is my intent (o
solicit anicles from different arcas on a regular basis, 1f you
have any suggestions on improvement, please send them (o your
Unit Director, the Association Secretary, the Patrolling Magazine
Editor or myself. If you would like to submit an intercsting ani-
cle, then please do so. Submil it o your Unit Director and he
will send it on in. The development of the Patrolling Magarine
into a first class publication was one of my goals while in office.
So far it has exceeded all of my expectations and desires, mainly
because I"ve stayed out of it and left it to better men than 1. All
credit goes to Ron Edwards and John Chester for the outstanding
magazine we have today. [ can tell you one thing sbout the
Behind the scenes publication of this magazine that many do not
ever consider. About the time that you are getting this issoe,
they are working on putting together the next issue. Itis a
thankless and vicious cyele that never seems 1o end. My hopes
are that the magazine will continue to grow and evolve just as
our Association 15 doing.

MEMBERSHIP - Membership was another one of my goals
for improvement while in office. Membership Lo me is not
about having numbers or increasing income for the Association.
My mativation is more deeply seated than that. | am frustrated
that we have fellow veterans, particularly from the Vietnam era,
that are dying from service connected illnesses and they don't
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GLENN ENGLISH, JR. MEMORIAL (coxrmueo)

By Joe Chetwyn

During the summer of 1999, [ was working in Baltimore, MD? on the restoration of the U.S.S. Constellation, and T was
staying at the house of John Fisher, a fellow former member of VII LRRP CO (ABN). It was natural that a lot of our
conversations revolved around our fellow Lurps and where they might be some thirty five or so years removed from our
days in Nellingen, Germany.

John and I began to compile a list of names as we recalled them, and between us we amassed maybe fifty or 20 names,
some complete, some not, some only nicknames.  'We even had a small core of known addresses for the handful with
whom we had had some contact over the years,

When I retumed home to Massachusens, 1 located a few pieces of Army memorabilia and found a folder of old medical
records and orders which contained names in abundance, along with their ranks and serial numbers. Surprisingly. there
was a long-forgotien typed list of some fifty or so names and full or partial addresses, which [ had compiled a few years
after I got out of the Army in 1964, 1 took that list and started con firming by telephone and mail the validity of the
names. numbers and addresses. It was remarkably fruitful, somewhat encouraging and very disappointing at the same
time, in the final ally.

Among these names was Glenn English. 1 had an address and telephone number in Pennsylvania. When I called the
number, it was an entirely different family at the other end. Apologizing 1o them, they nevertheless were kind enough to
get their telephone book out and gave me all the local listings for the name English. None was listed under Glenn, how-
¢ver. Thinking that there may be family in the area who would know him and his whereabouts, I began calling the num-
bers.  After several negative replies, [ tried the last number.

The young man [ talked to said "No”, he did not know of a Glen English. I thanked him, and was in the process of
hanging up when he interrupted me to say that his uncle was in the next room, and that ke was back form California, and
perhaps he would know about Glenn.  In my mind, I thought, "Sure, why not, what's to lose?  So, 1 talked to the uncle
who said, "Sure, [ knew Glenn English"! He went on to say than they had grown up ogether as children, and that Glenn
had even lived with his family for several vears. | was stunned. [ had finally found a link to Glenn English, 1 asked
him where Glenn was living and how I could get a hold of him to invite him to our upcoming reunion.  He answered
that Glenn was "in Washington DC - on The Wall", having died in Viet Nam.

[ asked if Glenn had any family in the arca - a widow, children, parents, siblings. He was very vague and a bit hesitant,
but offered that Glenn's sister lived near him in California, but that she was not well and was very much affected by
Glenn's death.  As for other family, he gave me Glenn's daughter's name and his brother's name. I thanked him for his
generosity and gave him my name and address, should any of the family be interested in contacting me. | certainly did
nod want to intrude on their privacy.

I next went to my compuier and the web-site for the Wall and located Glenn H. English, Ir. and leamed the sad particu-
lars of his death in Viet Nam. 1 was stunned to learn that he had been awarded the Medal of Honor, posthumounsly, |
quickly grabbed the telephone, called information and got the number for the Medal of Honor Society in Maryland, who
confirmed the facts and were kind enough to send w0 me a copy of his citation and other general information which they
had on file. Among those pages were the names of Glenn's two daughters, his widow, his parents and his place of burial
at Fort Bragg, NC.

1 |I:H:n called SMG David Clark (RET), our 1SGT from the VII LRRP CO {ABN) who now lives in Fayeteville. He was
quite surprised 1o learmn about all this, and gave me the telephone number of the Main Post Cemetery, which | immediate-
ly called. T finally reached Mr. John B. Calton, Cemetery Director, and inguired about the location of Glenn's grave,

e
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which he was only 1o happy to share. | asked
him if, 10 his knowledge, the gravesite ever
received visitors, Mowers, wreath, ¢te.  He
replied that he did not believe that anyone ever
comes to the grave, and added that Glenn 15 the
only Medal of Honor recipient there,  He later
|'.|.;||;;;1|'|-.|:-|.| that all the headstones were scheduled
to be replaced, including Glenn's.  That begged ¥
the question, "What do you do with the old =t
stones™™  Mr. Calton replied, “We break them."

My mind was racing, so [ asked, "Could the old
headsiones ever be given 1o a Vieterans organi-
Falion or approprate agency that would erect it
in a dignified and henorable place and manner?”
Mr, Calton thought that this might be possible.
and I told lim | would get back w nm.

Remembering that Glenn was bom in Altoona,
PA. I called the city hall there and spoke with

Ms Linda Rickens, the City Clerk.  After 1alk-
ing with her about the availability of the head-
stone and the sigmlicance of Glenn's heroasm,

shie immediately put mee an touch wath George
Montgomery, who 15 president of a local veter-
ans’ association, Firebase Eagle. They, Ms.
Rickens had told me, were responsible for pur-
chasing and instilling the scale replica of the
“Traveling Wall™ Vigt Nam veterans’ memorial
wall, on the grounds of the Van Zandt VA hospi-
tal in Alwona,  After talking with George, he The 250° replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Altoona, Pennsylvania.
fel that they could muster the Forces necessary

to provide a dignified and honorable place for Glenn's headstone 10 be installed. 1 called back to Mr, Calton and
informed him about all this, and we began to make plans o secure the headstone at the end of March, when the new one
wis to be delivered. and bring it 1w Altwona for cleaning and repainting 1o prepare it for presentation on May 19, Armed

Forces Day, at a veterans’ memonal plaza in Altoona

Anvong the velerans' organizations paricipating in this “mussion”, dlong with ourselves of VI LERP OO { ARM) il.lllit E.'Ird‘
Base Eagle would be the 173d Airbome Brigade (Association), with whom Glenn served in Viet Nam at the ume ol his
death.

All was now in place for a simple, coordinated and dignifeed and honorable plan 10 secure, transport, refurbish and install
the headstone of Glenn Harry English, Jr., MOH in the place of his birth, Altoona, PA.

| was getting ready o head out of town on another project and would be away from home and convenienl CoOMmImunica-
tion with all parties involved. In my stead, 1 asked Kirk Gibson to monitor the situation and keep everybody informed
when necessary and appnsed of any changes or developments that might crop up. Otherwise, all should Bo off !-n‘lr.:-u-ll'lly
and in an orderly fashion. Enter, Kirk.
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By Kirk Gibson

I was only too happy to serve as the communications center,  After all, how hard could that be?  Joe had the project on
auto-pilot, and May 19 was a long time off.

March came and went without further communication. But about mid-April, I started to wonder if the new headstone
had arrived. 1 established contact with Mr. Calton, and was told that it had not, but not to worry. It had been ordered in
November, so was due any day now. Forgive me. but I am a bit of a skeptic.  As no specific date could be established, 1
started 1o worry. May 19 was no longer a long way off.

Meanwhile, other things were happening. Jim Haynes, president of the 173d chapter in Columbus, OH had made
arrangements 1o drive to Fort Bragg 1o secure the headstone and bring it north. We planned 1o meet somewhere in west-
em Pennsylvania, where I would take it and transfer it to Altoona. Good plan. Piece of cake!

The 173d Glenn English Chapter, in Philadelphia, was similarly busy locating Glenn's daughter in eastern Pennsylvania,
his brother and his foster parents, to invite them to the ceremonics. Firebase Eagle was preparing an agenda, having
worked through the morass of rules and regulations of city politics, velerans' prioritics, and the other scheduled cerc-
monies in Altoona over the weekend,

[ 'was starting to feel the weight of others’ expectations, so 1 started to call Mr. Calton with some regularity. Each time, |
learned that the office in Washington, which handles the purchasing and pricrity of headstone replacement, was offering

little help.  After all, they had thousands of stones to replace nationwide, and really did not seem interested in our situa-

ton.

In late-April, I called Mr. Calton again. By now, he knew my voice well. He promised 1o call Washington and set an
answer, and told me to call him back in an hour. | suspect that he, 1o, was starting to feel the sense of panic that [ was
trying 1o suppress. When I called back, he sounded somber, and my heart sank when he said that it was unlikely that the
stone would be in on time. Therefore, the old one would be unavailable. He learned that it had not even been ordered
from the manufacturer.

Being the designated communicator meant that 1 had to deliver all the news, good or bad, so | staned communicating this
information. 1 could sense the disappointment. 1 got the dimensions and specifications of the headstone from the kind
folks at the nearby Fort Indiantown Gap cemetery, and started 1o plan a wooden replica, which could be a temporary but
poor substitute, We discussed the possibility of a brass plate. We discussed the possibility of no ceremony at all, perhaps
rescheduled for another date, but these all seemed 1o be the elements of a failed mission. So I wried another actic - call
Washington and kick butt! Sure,

Calling Washington was a study in frustration. A frer reaching several layers of bureaucracy and explaining the mission,
I'was finally told that "It couldn’t be done”™. That was the wrong answer. | started a new plan,

I discussed my p!lafl with Mr. Calvon, and be said he would stand by — and wished me good luck. [ also called Dave
Clark, and asked him to do a liule recon a1 Fi. Bragg in case we necded some sudden assistance.

I'm not gr?mrnllg.r_ one ko go to the top, but in some cases, why not? So I called the Washington office of the Ninth
Cnpgm&smnu! District, which represents Altoona.  Unfortunatel ¥, they were fresh out of congressmen, due to the resig-
nation of the incumbent. The election was on May 15! No time. But they asked me 1o write a letter of explanation,

Wwhich tumed out to be more of a desperate plea, [ fear. 1 also called my Senators’ offices and left long detailed tales of
woe.  And Mr. Calton was becoming an irritant in Washington, as well. 1t was now April 26,

- 32 .
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~ GLENN ENGLISH, JR. MEMORIAL (coxmmueo,

S S R e

I let things lie for a few days 10 let things bubble up a bit. But during the first week of May, I couldn't stand the silence
any longer, so [ called Mr. Calton, to see if he could see what, if anything, was going on. His response, "Call back in an

hour.” I'd heard that one before, but I had no option. 1 called back. ~You won't believe it”, said he, “The stone is on a
ten-day rush order!” he blurted out. A little over two weeks to go.  "No sweat”, thought 1.

Ten days of anticipation is both exciting and excruciatingly long. Ask any child in mid-December.  But on May 11, 1
started calling. No news! Believe me, no news is NOT good news. "But Monday, for sure”, we thought.

Jim Haynes was calling daily from Ohio. His availability was waning, as he had 1o go 1o Michigan on other Association
business. | can only imagine that Fire Base Eagle was thinking that we LRRPs must be crazy (actually, we just may
be!), and the folks in Philadelphia, who had done so much, had 10 be down.

I had to drive to Roanoke, VA on business on Wednesday, May 16, through Thursday. While driving down, [ called M.
Calton, who reported that he was expecting a shipment of stones imminently. "Call back in an hour.” Again. And |
did. “There was only one stone on the truck”, Mr. Calton said in a somber tone. "BUT IT WAS THE RIGHT ONE!" 1
nearly drove off the road. 1 called Jim Haynes and told him to hit the road, | could meet him on Thursday on my way
back. But his driver could not go.  'We were sunk. So close but yet so far.

My meetings on Thursday ended a bat earlier than expected. The mission was again clear. FL Bragg was only a couple
of hundred miles south, and I was off in a flash, arriving in time o meet Mr. Calton and throw the 240-pound stone into
the back seat, somehow. 1 was on the way home in a matter of five minutes, but there was one last element of the mis-

sion thene.

I called Dave Clark, who said he would meet me.  Being involved most of his career in Special Ops, Dave sensed the
dedication of a lot of people in this venture, and wanted to say his thoughts to me. | asked him what he remembered
about Glenn English that I could report to his family, and he told me about a quiet young man, always clean-cut and well
prepared.  No nonsense, but thorough, take charge and professional.  "Not a bad legacy”, thought L.

By one a.m, on Friday I was home. In mid-afternoon, Joe Chetwyn and Theo Knaak, another VII LRRF (ABN) com-
rade, had arrived at my house in Harrisburg, PA.  When | dragged myself home from work that evening. we scrubbed
the stone and placed it under an American flag for its inp to Altoona the next Moming.

Bob Griffin, another of our Lurps, had driven to Altoona, and on a warm Saturday moming, the four of us carried the
flag-draped stone to the plaza, where a wonderful ceremony took place. Glenn's daughter, Dawn, was there with her
hushand and three sons, as was his brother and foster parents. It was finally Glenn's day in Altoona, and we were proud
and honored 1o be a part of i,

Mission accomplished. 1 will never know which event or combination of events changed the course of t_his effort, but |
thank everyone who touched it. Mr. Calton, the people of Veterans Affairs in Washington, the Congressional and Senate
offices, and the Good Lord watching over Glenn H. English, Jr.

Funny how sometimes things can “go off smoothly and in an orderly fashion.”

T
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This shat was takien of the 151 plateon of ATS

- D/17 LRP - ¥ CORPS LRRP
Unit Director - Tom Brizending

1 Ft Hond, The Platosn Sergeant on the 1<t

is Freddy (The Flash) Dash, Unit Director Tom Brizendine is hobding the guldeon, Alan
Camphell i Jth from the lefl in the middle row, Arthure “Rob™ RBoberson i Sth feom the

lefft, front row.

Another LRRP from the Benning era of
the Company has surfaced and joined
the 75th Rgr Rgmi Assn. He is Noah
Halfacre who was 2nd Platson Leader
in the second half of 1965,

Many thanks 1o Ron Alexander for
posting me one of his company crests,
I' had my graphics antist make up a
company cnest last year, which is avail-
able in .jpg format for those of you on
the net. Will send on request. Let me
know on

bobmurphy 2 compuserve com

Ron was in the Company in Germany
where he was in Commo and qualified
as a radio technician. He ket the
radios working.

Ron has sirong memorics of the long
range CW ANSTRC-77. “1 still have a
scar on a finger from that 300W single
power Wb, | think [ only did tha
once, The RF bumed right through my
finger? Those lead-acid batterics were a
pain in the ass and hard on fatigues,
The worst thing about the TRCs was
the leaking batterics and the seals that
didn’s.

“I remember tuming them in when we

eft Germany, 1 can still see them in my
mind sitting on the Moor of the conimo

shack, Mo one in their fohn nind
wiould throw them away, but knowing
the waste in the military, [ wouldn't be
surprased if that’s the way they weil,
They were easy to work on a5 they
folded apen, modules, and only one
tube, | bt little trouble with the radios,

The PRC-255, R-390', 1 only remen-

Ber e Eranmsmiier nﬁ'ding wiork,

“We did work hasd at gelting ready 1o
beave. [ urned in all the mdios except
PRC-255. When we got 1o Benning,
that’s all we had. We were the ghost
wmit. “Ciet lost,” was the onder of ihe
akay For the last six months | was in,
The unit guarded Lt,. Cawley of My
Lai fame when he went o and from

court, There wis -:H'I.|:|' 1 feld Lrip fior
thee 17tk 1 Mow, of 8%, We went 1o the
edge of the Okeelinokee Swamp in 5.
Creorgin for 4 doys,

T

Former C.0. Norm Carlion stopped in
ol Lee F:tr!r:."'- |'|-|_-|.'i: near Fr Hl,'l'll'l!ﬂl:
on Apnl 26tk 1o carch up o old tames
amdl visit the Ranger Memorial. They
had not secn each other since 1965,

As for early history of 1he company,
ez Farley and Ray Cardinal armived a
the Wilidflecken barracks from the
Sdh ABG LEP patsol in Maing on 14
Amgust 1961, ESGT Mamines, 556G
Kimdoll, and 21T Robert O, Murphy
wigre already there. Lee says they did
almest nothing for ot least & momh,
"Training did noa E‘h;;;i.n arttl we had 30
or 40 people in the Company. We did
lots of dranking and 1 found time to
Prisicas st iof mny s :|.|'||1Ei~..';uli-:'-|:|.

E

The Company often Jurnped witly sisser
Crorman 1 Korps LRERPS,
Ii‘tnhp:ﬂlkﬂrl'lr!:l.lip:' A0 wath unfore-
seen pesults for some LRERPs back in
18904 which, of course, was only 20
vears after the Nommandy Invasion
booted the Nazis out of France.

Morm Carlton tells what happened. The
Cermmn wings we wiere awirded
Iooked like the World War 11
Wehrmacht emblem with the swastiko
removed, When [ went 1o Caen, France
for the coordination meeting just prioe
o the company™s glorous appearance
at the 2Mh Anniversary of the D-Day
Invasion , like an idiot | wore the
newly eamed German Wings, The
French Military reminded me of the
similarity, and the French civilians in
the Hotel and restaurant would not
have anything to do with me. 1 quickly
camie 0 my senses and removed ihe

.24 .



PATROLLING - SUMMER 2001

Bl Maxwell exits CHM, shydiving shag
by Chet Smith, Chet Smith, Bill
Maxwell, Bruce Warmaoth, Lee Farley
and Tom Sullivan were into skyvdiving
big tinve in the mid-6ds ot Gibhs
Easerne. This shot was taken by Chet
Semith with a helmet mounted camera
apd shows Bill Maxwell exiting & CH34
in 1965,

wings from my uaiform. | was then
weltamed into the fald, and 1-:1_1:_1':'1::;]
my brief stay in Momandy,

Sorry 1o hear about the necent death of
Chet Smiths youngest brother Robert.
Our condolences to Chel and his fumi-

Iy.

LR L]

Retired Lt Col Ed Mitchell, formerly of
Wil Comps sent an anicle with a para-
graph aboul modem commo gear for
SOCOM. 1 thought it might be of inter-
&8 10 neddders wha have been following
the story on the Company’s ANTRC-
T7s.

“SOCOM, anxious 1o reduce the num-
ber of differen radios that have 10 be
carried by its commandos, has been
instnumental in forcing the develop-
ment of lighter-weight radios that oper-
e across two of more different bands.
In December 1999, it selected
Raytheon's PSC-5 (V) Shadowfire as
its Multi- Band Muli-Mission Radio,
MBMMR will operate acrods both the
VHE and UHF bands, even providing

UHF satellite communications links.

It will replace up to nine different
radios and encryption devices curremly
in wse, The Raytheon radio was com-
pleting Qualification Operational Test
& Evaluation at year's end and was
slated for a production decision last
manth. Schulte said SOCOM plans to
buy S50 rastios that will all be deliv-
ered by September 2001.

This yamn comes from Alan Campbell
who served in B-2/75 after ATS was
wonnl up.

"When 1 joined A Company Rangers at
Fr. Hood 1n 73, most of the men were
a combat vets, Many, including CPT
Nodan, the CO, had a tour with LREPs
or 5F in Vietnam. | was a PFC fresh
oul of AIT and ju|11|;| schoo] and cager
1o bearn what they had to seach, but on
iy first FTX, | learned 2 trick from a
West Poant cadet that even they didn't
]iln:nl.'.

“Since | was the new guy, | carnied the
rzdio for my PL. Tom Barendine, We
hud o couple West Padnt Cadets
assigned 1o cach platoon. We staned
the exercise with squad sized patrols,
and then linked up for platoon maneu-
vers after a couple days. One of the
cadets was squared away, but the olther
wias a pain in the oss, YWe spent several
hours leoking for him one day, and
when we found him, he told us that we
wene the ones who had been lost,

"For the conclusion of the FTX. the
platogmns linked wp or @ company
aszaul on an objective, As we
approached the objective we were spod-
ted by a LOH. We tried 1o lose him by
moving down into some brush, but he
staved with us, dropping red smoke
u;ln:mg oiir column, Oe of the caldels
wis beside himself, be fired off a mag-
arine of blanks af the LOH hovenng
aver us, but the helicopter wouldn't
play dead. Before long, the cobras
started making gun runs on s, As were

getting on line for our final assault
cobra made another pass a8 us from the
rear. As he passed overhead, | heard the
distinctive sound of a star clusser being
fired and saw a irail of white smoke in
hat pursuit of the cobra.

J coubdn see the impact bocanse my
wiew was blocked by trees, but the raf-
fic on the radio left no doubt that the
star cluster had scored a hitz "Wha
fired that star cluster, we've got an air-
craft down on the objective.” As we
came out of the trees [ could see one
extremely pissed off aviator climbing
oul of a smoke filled cockpit. The
whole exercise fell apart at that point
as we stodnd aroand and watched the
aviator flail his arms snd seream at the
our CO,

“Of course, afier CPT MNolan 100k his
ass chewing, he came looking for the
mmian wha fired the star cluster. | don't
remember whether we gladiy gave the
cadet up, or he confessed. It was guite
a spectacle, but we never tried it again,
i takes too long o pay for a cobra,

Thes column was pui together ai the
last minute due 1o a computer crazh
and work pressures, We will iy 1o get
maore info about EV151 and IVIT st Fr
Benning and the intersction between
the companics there for the next issue,

We are looking for photos of the
Company barrscks ot Wildflecken and
Drake-Edwards Kaserne,

Anyone with any news for the next
issue of Patrolling should e-mail me o

potamerphy d 8 compusenye. com of
snail mail it to Bob Murphy, PO Box
111, Camphells Creek, Victoria, ALS-
TRALIA 3451,

Unit Direcior Tom Brizendine's contact
details are at the front of this magarine.

= e
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- ¢/58 LRP - VIl CORPS LRRP
Unit Director - Stanley Harrell

o

s e, e 1 gt

Tth CORPS LERRFP Co. (Memories)
Exequicl B. Evaro

113 Swkes Forest Dinve

King, MN.C. 27021

{ Please rote, sorme of the dares and evenrs sray nor be exacrly correct, close iy forty years fave gone &y and s is de bese tvar 1
recollect.. May God Bless all of your)

Looking back to late November of 1961, Lee Bamacks, Mainz, Germany, (by the way, do you all remember Deo’s Bar?)
Anyway, | was on KP duty that day at the 505th Batalion Mess Hall. It was fate November of 1961, and | was up 10 my cars in pots
and pans. It was a bad day o be on KR (ANY DAY WAS A BAD DAY TO BE ON KP). Why was this a particular bad day?
Because recruiters were on hand at the local theater looking for volunteers for a new unit called the 7th Corps Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrol Company, and | “Zeke™ had been waiting for this day; this made it a bad day 1o be on KP.

After asking the Mess Sergeant for a few minutes of time so that 1 could run to the theater and sign the register, 1 received
ancther disappointment. The Mess Sergeant reminded me that [ was on KPP, (As if [ didn’t know) and that under no uncertain terms
was [ to go anvwhere, Knowing that this was the only opportunity available, and being in a slight military hind, | decided thar [ was
geing 10 go to the theater come rain, hell or hot water, The Battalion Commander had said that all those who wish 1o join the new
unit should be given the opportunity, so after finishing the pots and pans. [ walked out the back deor and headed straight 1o the the-
ater, where | was told to sign a register and sign some papers. Needless to say. | caught hell from the mess sergeant who threaened
o separate my head from my shoolders amd called me all kinds of nice words, (He did werm me in for being absent from duty).,

About seven days later, a whole bunch of
called Nellingen. If my memory serves me
Gonzalez, Muanez, English, and James
recall comectly, | think we amived in
the company arca, 15t Sgt Flyan and Major

briefing. and met Capt Garbers and Capt Hunt,
cers. | was assigned to a patrol in the 2nd pla-

and my patrol lender was SFC Egeiston. [ was
raised in the cotton ficlds of Wesy Texas,

tulas are, but Mosse Code, | never heasd of it
FFC Ghini. These two guys were from

Team scouts.

SFC Egelston greeted us and told us to
that there was 1o be a PT formation bright and
and t-shirts and to get a good night's rest. We
drunk as a skunk. About five 0" clock next
getting us up and cleaning up the patrol room.

us found ourselves in a train bound for a place
right. Brewer, Kmxner, Sheidemantel, Ray
Beccher, were all in the near by cabins. 171
Nellingen on December the 2151, Arriving at
Maltese were waiting on us, We were given a
I think they were the 53 and 5=2 staff offi-
e, T Piatoon Sergeant was SFC House
ter b o Morse Code Radio Operator. [ was
where you know what railesnakes and taran-
Amyway, | was introduced wo PFC Pacho and
Albania via New York. They wene to be the

make ourselves at home. He also reminded us
carly next meming, combat bools, trodsers
didn’t see him again till about midnight,
maorming, he is up, dressed. and ready o go,
When we fell out for reveille, SFC Brown had

the first platoon, House, the second platoon, and | think that “Pappy” Thomas had the third plaoon. | den’t remember who had the
E-:nmrrp_ﬂ Platoon, but I think it might have been a SFC nicknamed “Gran my”, First Sergeant Flyan received the report, was posted
1::_-,' Major .'_H:Ih:m:, and off we go on this early moming run. colder than the dickens, One hour later, we were sl on the double
me, no bag deal, surcly he is going to e around pretty soon. Two hours later, we were still on the double time and heading up to
the next village. Three hours later we were still on the double time and heading for the next hill, Gnally we tumed around and head-
ed in the direction of Nellingen Kasern, what a welcome sight. Surely, everyone in this run had this unit in their heart, beeause |
don’t recall any onc falling out of the run. (Thereafter, running around the hom was kid's work.} L ;

At this point different names come 1o mind. Major Maltese was promoted to LTC, and CAPT Hunt to Major. LTC Maltese and
First Sergr:anll Flynn derosed, Major Hunt 1ook over the company, and First Sergeant Amett came into the picture. Country G.ri s
Bob Scarcy, f.!utricx ﬁ!lr:n. and Brewer were patrol leaders. If 1 am not mistaken, | think it was Allen who designed the *EYES '
BEHIND THE LINES' Crest. 1 don’t remember which patrol “Theo Knaak™ was in, | do remember Altierri being one of '-Lhr: patrol
h:::rlm and &0 was Johann Hansen, Roland Fravier was another sqund leader. (Hey, Roland, do you remember the box full of -
ﬁl:n CI,E."I.I\:_II:EE \;‘G gave you?) Barr, ml.':.wu:_.r. Earley, Tom Lake, I don't remember what their Jjobs were. 1 do remember Attaway
i 2&' T;: :: '::.lu:“ :um]:!mu.ﬂ:!‘.‘i- whenever we jumped the Beaver or the L-20. [ remember 3 SGT Bates receiving a direct commission

Running around post and demeaning the local legs didn’t go over wo well with the local brothers in arms, SFC House w;
ambushed one weekend and beaten up by a group of legs using 2x4s as weapons. Thereafter we had [-.1 e ﬂ;m.. careful m a% r::-: o
be caught with our pants down, One Saturday night a call came in for help. Kraxner and Anderson had been ambushed at the B-29

ToE
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Bar, right next to post. Myself and Roland Smith arrived at the scene, Kraxner was pickin amming i
the cars, Anderson was hooking against two guys, had one on the floor stomping himpﬂd :? I:jtpudﬂuhnﬁrti\ﬂihﬂ Rﬂmﬁm
had .aln.-gdy. put the lights out on one puy, (Roland Smith packed a2 mean willop on either hand). One of the '1|:gs“.pu.ll.': out a blade
and is :a_ncl'-clng Kraxner, suddenly a brick comes out of nowhere and takes the guy cut. By this time, we are summounded by MPs with
M-14 rifles and fixed bayonets,end of story), Frank Kraxner was from Hungary and one of the nicest guys [ ever met. He also was
IH'E nl::larl'.::l::ﬂ vl =h-|:| r-trn;fgcslt ‘1;11}' I ever met. In a work-out one time, [ saw him bench pressed 545 Ibs without even aiuh-m:'ng
rank left us, exactly when, | don't re ji 1 - i isit wi ;

i dn'ving}hi.-: Fd mllﬁn::_:hc; but he joined the 10th SF Group at Bad Tolz. He did come by and visit with us a cou-

During this time SFC Egeiston derosed and a SFC Jack Luce came in and 100k over the patrol. It would be 38 years before [
would make contact with Pappy Egeiston again, what a guy, I never once saw this soldier get shook up about any thing. In the sum-
mer of 1963, a young SFC by the name of David L. Clark came into the company and took over our platoon. In the fall of that year,
158G Amett got killed in a jeep accident outside of Nellingen. David L. Clark took over as first Sergeant and was subsequently x
Promoled to 158G E-8. Jack Luce moved up 1o plateon sergeant and | moved up to Patrol Leader. (1 had graduated from the Tth
Army NCO Academy and [ thought 1 was hot stuff. (PS. I didn’t know dickens),

| think that it was in the fall of this year that we received the bad news on Jack Luce. While resupplving the patrols in the fiald,

:: ijj;:d. the jeep he was driving, (trailer jackknifed), and lost his life. We felt like we had lost a portion of our souls when we
Ardd 1has.

(Stery o be continued on a later date and different articles written on different individisals)

A TRIBUTE TO "COUNTRY"

L B

W:L L Corpd LERE Cof v
INGEH , GEEMANT

LLibrd ® Aoum TEY ™ A4 irana

e &, 1§38 = Fas 251943

The bugler stands on a dodans hill,
He blowos @ mourful sownd:

It%s TAPS for Welliam K. "Country™ Grimes,

It can be keard ol arowmd:

Tonday we say o fomd fareswell,
But only to the man;

For his memory will live eternally,
As only a legend ean;

He started very early,
Living the soldier’s Tife;
He foughi for America,
Enadvering fardship, dionger, and stefe;

Mt hie mever onee complained,
Abranr ithiivgs that ought fo be;
Eoen tn ki final days, .
His courage one comld tee;

"-I".'urmrrlp" Kl ﬂﬁ.l-ﬁll'lﬁlll.'l".

And helped us through rough Hmes;
B spe much l!:ir il we are,

To Welliam K. “Cownrry™ Cerimes:

Hany called him a quiet man,
Hur & srong man all would say;

Yes, ke had the strengih of Sampeon,

T s osen soay;

He gave us courage when Toe needed it
He never showed any fear;

He spocd lke o sodid rock,
Even when death lrked negrs

8o each of us s betrer today,
Becauwse we knew thiz many
He made us all prowd,
Y our service fo this land;

Yes, he's made his lase jiump,
Ard he's marched hix Lot oule:
But the mention of his name,
Always brings a smile;

Hecanse we e him oll arownd ws,
Hiz names engroved om the wall;
In our hearts and our minds,
He'll always be 1O feet rall;

Each of us should trly hope,
That one day others sl say;

When my son grows o be a man,
He'll be like “Couniry™ one day,

by Gen. Willinm Boykin US4
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I first met Command Sergeant Major Grimes when he was Sergeant Major of the Special Forces School
under the late Col. Charlie Beckwith. Then, when Beckwith formed the Delta Force in late 1977, he
selected “Country™ to be the first CSM of the unit. He remained the Sergeant Major throughout the
formative years of Delia, including the ill-fated Iran raid, serving as the CSM for about five years. i
was during that time that CSM Grimes showed himself to be the rock solid foundation on which that
elite unit was, is, and always will be built. 1 have often been asked to describe the Delta Foree, and |
can think of no better description than to call it the finest collection of Non-commissioned Officers ever
assembled. From the time CSM Grimes assumed the duty as CSM until his departure, he set the exam-
ple for all of us, both commissioned and enlisted. It was not required that Sergeant Major Grimes
undergo the rigorously demanding Delta selection course, but he did so nevertheless, one of the two old-
est men 1o ever successfully complete it. There are many ways to describe him, | suppose: quiet, com-
petent. steady, level-headed, courageous—just about any soldierly superlative you can think of would
deseribe him. But he will always best be described, in my mind, as the Rock Solid Foundation on which
the Delta Force was, is now, and always will be built.

LTC (ret) Lewis H. Burmuss
Former Deputy Commander
Dela Force

As a member of both a Reconnaissance Team and a Hatchet Force Company with SOG in 1970-71, 1
had the great pleasure of serving with “Country™ Grimes. He was a soldier’s soldier, highly profession-
al, intelligent, and above all, extremely concemed about the welfare of his fellow SOG members.

As a “Covey Rider”, he was entrusted with the lives of hundreds of SOG men. “Country” was without
parallel in directing air strikes and coordinating Air Force and Army aircraft in the insertion and extrac-
tion of teams under extreme duress.

Without a doubt, there are many of us who owe our lives 1o “Country™. His name will live forever in
the annals of Special Forces,

Rich Ryan

H!gh!y respected by his SOG comrades, “Country” Grimes served two wurs in SOG. first in recon and
with a "_H:IIE_!l'I-IH Force™ raider platoon, (1967), then as a Covey Rider, (1970) flying with U.5. Air Force
FACs dumlﬂmg air strikes for SOG teams, and extracting them by helicopter, During his first tour, he led
a platoon in Laos that captured one of the largest caches of the war, some 250 tons of rice, enough to
feed an entire NVA division for six weeks. While flying with the Air Force on his second tour, he dircct-
ed |h:r_1.|mnd5 of air strikes, incleding those that enabled the extraction of a company-size SOG raiding
force in Sd;ﬂemh:!.r 1970 — Operation Tailwind, made famous in 1998 when CNN and Time Magazine
falsely claimed this mission had employed nerve gas. Actually, this operation was one of SOG" s most

successful, inflicting very heavy losses on an enem i i i
¥ caught by surprise, and capluring the .
tant documents ever o come out of Laos, R P Coton ot

John L. Plaster
Iron River, W1
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Unit Director - Worth Bolton
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Mo Submission
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RANGER N

D/75
Unit Director - John Kingeter

By Tom Delancy

My how time flics! Seems like just yesterday | was penning our article for the Spring issue of Patrolling Magazine, Now I'm in
the “Double Time" mode trying to catch up. Sounds like the story of my life sometimes but working under pressure is what keeps the
“old ticker” in tune. You know the drill, “Hop and Pop!™ Since our last mission brief, *Sitreps™ have started to flow timely back to
the TOC providing the needed information to sustain our patrol members, Hopefully, I'll get organized one of these days. To continue
with our theme, “The Phoenix™, the high ground necds 1o be covered rapidly. The “LL", mail and c-

mail are operational medians of commo that work A] RBﬁRH E swiftly when converging on one target of oppory-

RALY.

As promised the journey begins for D75 at ils’
on this one and by fo means do 1 have the complete
however I'll “Dop Lep™ al one point to pay homage
based on some “Sitreps™ from our guys on the
they may reside.

The time frame is at the end of March 1970,

down procedures. By the aftermoon of 4 April 1970,

deactivated on 10 April 1970. Now that [ look back
Where did we all go? [ suspect just aboul every-
nies, and back 1o the “The World™, via the

| can account for three of our teams via Special

roods, the deactivation. | had to do a linke research
picture. 'l stay on azimuth for the nkost part,

10 a D75 Ranger who gave all. This article will be
ground in the boonies pulling the patrols whenever

/75 ceased operations and commenced stand-
D75 was reduced to zero strength and officially
on the whole process things sune went down [ast.
where, in-country line units, sister Ranger conipa-

Onders Number 93 dated 3 April 1970. Team 25

(Bruce Dembaoski, John Donahue, Terry Ellenburg, Gary Graham, and Jordan Jeffcoat), Team 35 (Tom Delancy. I{cm:mh Dern, William
Fitzgerald, and Richard Nelson) and Team 37 (Stanley Moore, william Stevenson, Michael Mendell, and Nathan Smith) went to L/75.

Not everyone on these orders made it 1o LTS5 though. I'll cover that ground
that’s the way it should be. We reported to L/75 on or about 6 April and

OREntaton.

in the next issue. The plate is full this time around, but
continued our patrolling missions after some wraining and AQ
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even know it. Dan Nate has been doing a fantastic job of inform-
ing our members of health mh‘rmnﬂmum:.rrru:.rhnwlau
result of their service. For those who receive the magazine and
take the time to read it and apply the precautions that Dan sug-
gests, then perhaps that may make a difference in their lives,
hopefully. a significant difference that may save their lives. But
it's the guys out there that are not getting the magazine and are
mot being informed that gets me. They doa't even keow they re
sick or dying or in many instances, what 10 do about it. Many
realize that something is happening inside them but just haven't
linked the service and their sickness together. This should not be
just an important issue 1o me bl to each and every one of you.
For every single member of our Association, he has 4 or § close
friends who are not members, 1t is those guys we must reach out
to and help. The Association dues just went up from 320 10 325
this June. 10's not the money. For that matter, the cost of dues
just fairly well covers the cost of printing and mailing of the
Patrolling Magarine 4 times a year. The magazine itself is worth
the ducs amount for the enbertainment and information value
alone. Membership also goes beyond that into comrade and
friendship that reunions provide, As 1've sasd before we can unile
and siand oW Of W Can remain isolated and be alone
when we dic later. | am open to suggestions from every one as to
how 1o improve memberchip and help our friends
BYLAWS = My third poal as president of this AssoCiation was o
rewrite the cument Constitution and Bylaws and two Amendments
into one singhe easy 10 read document. This caused me 1o do a b
of reading about Parliamentary Law, which is some really dry
stuff, Stuff wain't my first choice of words but Ron won't allow
me 10 use coborful adjectives, 1 first solicited representation from
all the units, In almost every case your Unit Director is on the
commattee. | also included the Past Presidents in this endeavor
because they have s0 much institutional knowledge. 1've sent
them all the necessary working papers and we have begun work-
ing on these recommended changes, Onoe we are finished, we
will publish a “Special Edition” of the Patrolling Magazine devot-
ed entirely to this topic. You will be presented with the curremt
Constitution & Bylaws and also our proposed changes. In this
“Spocial lssue” will be each of the proposed changes and a come-
sponding ballot for you to cast your vote on, [ not miss the
Oppostunity 1o speak in your own behall in this matter, This will
all be voted on during the next General Membership Meeting
the 2002 Reunion.
WEB STTE AND QUARTERMASTER - This also was one of
the recent topics of discussion | had with the Unit Directors. We
were having more problems in this area than [ felt were neces-
Eary. I“mmm‘l‘hlﬁﬂ WMM]EW]MluM\-EW
whe runs the Association web site and the Association
Quartermaster store as the same person. Administratively, | could
have replaced the web master on my own. Again, | wanted input
from the Unit Diroctors on this issse. 1 received unanimous
POTT I my request to accomplish the above. As of this publica-
tion we will have 2 pew web site and the information i contained

control as an Association and it will require active input from all
of the leadership to maintain it. We will have a web site that
will get the attention that we as an Association need. Our
Association is growing fast and evolving constantly and we need
an Internct vehicle that responds to the ever-changing demands
of the Association. Additionally, as of this writing we have dis-
associated ourselves from the curment quastermaster, Whether of
not we have another quartermaster o peovide a link for that
service is nod known al this time,

UNIT DIRECTORS = | mentioned earlier that | had contacted
cach and every Unit Director by phone about several topics that

1 wanted their input on. This was one of the most rewarding
venures I've undertaken in a long time. 1 had some truly out-
standing conversations with these guys. 1am not a ong-man
band, Ido not have all the answers. | can’t do this by myself. |
have without a doubt the best Unit Dinectors any President has
ever had. For onc thing, one way or another, | am in e-mail con-
tact with every one of them. Communications is the key o sug-
cess and their input represents your wishes. 1 got a lot of good
ideas from the Unit Directors when 1 talked with them. 1 feel
very fortunate to have their guidance and support. They ane your
link 1o the Association and you noed and should demand that the
link works in both directions. You, as unit members did a good
Job in selecting vour Unit Directors and | thank vou,

HEALTH AND WELLNESS = Dan Nate i doing o fantastic
Job in resecarching and presenting information 1o the membership
0N SO Very sensitive subjects. Your bealth and welfare zre the
corper stone 1o this Association existence. Without you guys we
are nod an Association.  Dan can and wall present you with the
essential information to help yoursell but it s you, the reader,
and the veteran that has 1o take the next step. | beseech cach and
every one of you to schedule an annual physical as soon as pans-
sible. Additionally, if you observe anything out of the ordinary
in your physical condition, then contact your doctor immediate-
ly. If something is out of the ordinary, you most ¢catch it in the
early stages and treat it before it goes oo far or gets out of con-
trol. I'm still not clear as to why, 30 vears after the fact; our
guys are coming down with HEP C and Diabeies, Boh of these
are pedential killers if left unattended and untreated. Both of
these 1l identified, can be treated and beave the person with a
good quality of life. This docsn’t even cover some of the side
affects that arc now being discovered about Agent Orange. 1I'm
sure there is still moge to come and after listening to Dan | know
there will be more.

REUNION 2002 - The dates are not locked in concrete yet for
the 2002 reunion. 1 can only project that it might and hopefully
occur in the July time frame. [ will push for this time frame
because I feel it is the best time for many of you to break free
from your jobs and attend. Once | have something firm, 1 will
It you know. Also, once they announce the dates, | will hold
them to it | suggest we make an early decision 1o lock in dates
and hold 1o this even if the active guys decide to change them
later. This last minute change in dates happened once before and
caused a ot of problems. Granted it is nice 1o wasch all the
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I find it quite appropriate and honored to initiate a “Dog Leg”™ from azimuth at this point to honor a fellow D75 Ranger who was
Killed In Action on 22 May 1970. While on patrol with TL Bruce Demboski’s team, John Donahue was killed serving with L/75.
That's 31 years ago this month. In your own way please find a special place in your heant to remember and honor the memory of John
Donahue, one of our fellow DV7S Rangers. First Sergeant Roben (Bob) Gilben conducted the roll call for John Donahue’s memorial
service at 1830 hrs on 25 May 1970, His TL Bruce Demboski conducted the eulogy.

Richard (“Bear”) Papp mailed me a poem written by someone he knows and 1 would like to share it with you guys as a son of trib-
ule to the memory of John,

Reflections from the Wall

Written in tribute to the men and women who served during the Vietnam era and their reflection from the wall,

Beneath a wall of somow
There, gathering in the rain
Lei's of fMlowered garlands lie
Whispening every name

They called it, “peace with honor'*
The bombing and the stall

A game of chess and checkers

A victory for the fall

The French could not contain it
So now we'd give it a iry
There was no will to win it

in ficlds where we would die

Among the casts of gallaniry
Of which there is no claim
The bitter taste of victory
thi sixty thodsand <lain

Brave hearts, ye sons and daughters
For yours is aod the shame

Where stands a wall of sorrow

a wailing wall of pain

Why, “those are our reflections”
the limes we use (o shane

When we were young and foolish
the times before the stare

Listen to the silence

mo sormow shall wie bear

Our souls were purged in fire
o guilt and o despair

We fought for love of country
Feross o distant sen

Left our homes and loved ones
so others would be free

And as we stand here solemnly
with tears and fervemt prayver
To wash away the memories
the fear, the silent tare

“welcome home”, ye sons and daughters
our torch is passed to thee

To light the path you travel on

in this land of Liberty!

penned by J. Schwenderman

S1aff Sergeant John T. Donahue
Company L (Airborne), T5th Rangers
Killed Im Action
22 May 1970
Republic of Vieinam
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Back on azimuth guys. no talking. got some Sitreps to share from the TOC. “Bear™ if you're getting tired walking point I'll walk
some, take slack for me. Thanks for the poem! Here's what's happening! John Kingeter, D75 UD is off 1o Germany from 8-24 May
for R&R. Just because the cat’s away docsn’t mean the mice can play! The word is stanting to circulate, DI75 is up and running, don't
rest on your laurels. Many more “clicks”™ o “"Hump™ DTS Rangers. Keep it rucked up, stay tight, Ranger file!

Talked with Rusty Hawk up in Washington State, he dodged the bullet when they had their canthquake a few months ago. He's
still working through the computer thing. Rusty, “sld dogs" can learn new tricks! Besides, | believe your wife's in charge amd she
only lets you think you're “the man®., Good talking 1o you all again, wanna trade phone bills, ha, ha!

Richard (“Bear”) Papp is still going strong in Texas. “Bear” hosted the 2nd mini Reunion and deer hunt at his spread in Oakwood,
Texas. Fellow rangers that showed up were Rusty Hawk, Jerry Greene, Norwin Gaby, Ronnie Wiee (1015t Abn) and his good friend
Kenny McCracken, “Bear’s™ report confirmed six deer were KIA. The weather was a linde rainy: all had a good time, and especially
enjoyable were the fireside chats reminiscing about ofd times, Brothers in arms at its best! Oh, by the way the hunt occumed in
Jaruary. Jet lag must have caught us here!

Received an e-mail from Krazykevin, Tango 272 (Kevin Curran) 2nd platoen. [ don’t know where he is located. ['m confident
he'll stay in touch and contribute 1o the IVT5 effont by sharing his memories with us. Kevin served with IVIS1, IV75, and EF75,
Francis (Frank) Hall has just jumped on-board a5 a new member and Kevin is trying 10 establish a commo check wath his old team-
mate, Hopefully the info provided to him enabled a suecessiul link-up with Frank. Stay in touch brother.

More commio checks are in. Good thing we'ne all using the same CEOT and checking in ot irvegular intervals, my "LL" has been
busy. Talked with Jim Macchia since last issue. Jim's up in Mew Jersey, he's definitely got the “Jersey™ accent. He humped the “hog™
in teams 34 and 36, another “Bailey’s Bastard™ (3rd platoon nickname taken from our platoon sergeant). He's ready 1o “rock and roll™
with Sitreps to keep DV75 on a roll. Jim mailed me a copy of “INary @f An Airborne Ranger”, by Frank Johnson a former L75
ranger. Thanks Jim! | haven't had time to start reading it yet. It's on my list of high priorities. Good talking with you, I'll stay in
touch.

Managed 1o get a commo check with Steve Meade up in Kentucky. Steve’s managing (o stay busy. I'm surc he’ll be snail mailing
mie his Sitreps for incorporation into future issues of Patrolling Magazine. Brother were on a roll!

That's a rap guys! 1've missed getting around to everybody and [ apologize, One percent of something is better than one hundred
percent of nothing! Hey Frenchy, sorry [ haven't called ya this go around, You're first on my list. Ull call shonly. Keep “Bear™
straight!

Oh, I almost forgot! Keep up the good work guys, Network with INT5 members wherever they may be. Snail mail, e-mnil._ll:‘lhh
phone, and yes we can accept carrier pigeons if they are house wrained. Send in the Sitreps, let’s bring all we can into the fold, this is
about us. Don't forgel your duts! The treasurer doesn't accept Military Payment Certificares (MPC's), aka “Funny Me=="" 10 the
best of my knowledge. Ya gotta use the “Green Back! There's been a slight increase in dues, five dollars more (S25 total). One less
six pack!

Send your Sitreps to:

Unit Director, DTS

John J. Kingeter Tom Delaney

526 Lavina Drive 2628 Edmaonton Road

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 Fayetteville, NC 28304

FH: 717-T66-1484 PH: 910-485-520M)
c-mail: del t&msn.com

=il =
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'E/75 - E/50 LRP - 9TH DIV LRRP
Unit Director - Robert Copeland

By Bob Copeland

Greetings 1o all Unit Members and their families!

Here we are again and spring has sprung. The next big
event on the calendar is the Company Reunion in
Washington and 1 hope all of you who can get away will
be joining us. Ken Mullinax and Greg Whitson are busy
getting everything in place to make this reunion a menmdo-
rable one.  Is been 31 vears since the company left
Vietnam in October 1970 and retumned to the world so let's
all get out and celebrate and renew old friendships! Come
alone or with the family and have some fun! Don’t forget
1o send the $25.00 registration fee 10 Ken Mullinax, at PO,
Box 87, Glenoma. Wash, 98336-0087 (that is 525.00 per
unit member which includes your family at no additional
cost). The Banquet fee will be separate from the regisira-
tion fee and is 325,00 per person attending the Bangue.
Hope 1o se¢ vou all there!!  See the
Reunion section for details,

On the subject of Michael Dewain
McDaniel the Imposter and Wannabee |
have forwarded my report to the appropri-
ate authorities for their anention and
action! The person who identified him-
self 1o be Michael Dewain McDaniel SSN
496-44-9527, D.O.B. 1943-07-19, U.S,
Army, Deceased 1997-10-24 is in reality
Michael D. McDaniel SSN 417-82-4183,
D.OB. 1961-01-23 with a Texas State
Prisoner Identification No. of TDC
633953, Eastham Unit, Lovelady, Tx.
75851-0016. 1 have confirmed the death
of the real Michael Dewain McDanicl $5N 496-44-9527
with the Veterans Affairs, who issue benefits 1o his Spouse,
whao they have confirmed as such and with the Social
Security Death Index System.  The deceased person was
in fact an Army Veteran. The imposter used his DID214
and 201 Records under the deceased SSN and altered
[.0.B. 10 make application o the 75th Ranger Regiment
Assoc. Inc. for membership.  On the original application,
which I have been sent, it shows the name Michael
Dewain McDaniel, Eastham Unit PO Box 16, Lovelady,
Texas, T5851-0016. He also lists under new Members
Unit Info Co A 2ND BN 75th Inf (Ranger) March 1st 1982
0 Aug. 5 1982 as well as E Co 75th Inf (Ranger),
February 1970 10 October 1970 (stand down).  Under
Occupation-Unemployed Antist.  Under comments and
questions he stated he had lost his DD214 but was includ-

ing service records and was having his DD214 reissued.
The imposter corresponded with mysclf and numerous
other members of the LRRFLRPRANGER community
and requested info on securing documents from the per-
sonnel office in MO.  This individual sent me copics of a
D214 and 201 file records ete., with a returm sddress of
the one on his application, as well as the Prisoner TDC
655953, which | was later able to identify him with, in the
Eastham Unit, of the Texas State Prison System.  This
TDC Number identified him as one Michael McDaniel
D.0LB. 23 Jan, 1961 and S3SN 417-82-4183, an imposter.
(confirmed by Eastham Unit, Texas Stawe Prison).  To date
the imposter still claims to be the deceased Michael
Dewain MeDanicl.  One of this imposters many claims
was that he served on Teams 2-2 and 1-4 with E Co, 751th
Inf Ranger(Abn) BVN, TAN A from Feb-Oct. 1970, As |
served on both teams as a weam member and assistant
Team Leader on 2-2 and as an ATL and
TL on 1-4 during this time frame and do
not recall a Michael McDaniel as being
on either team or in the company.  Stew
Koontz TL 2-2 and Terry Leishman TL 1-
4, who both were my Team Leaders do
not recall a Michael McDaniel, Frank
Hood who was my ATL on 1-4 and ook
over the team from me as TL 1-4 did not
recall a Michael McDaniel, No Michael
MecDaniel was listed on the July 1970 E
Company roster.  The Recondo Number
listed on the DD214 sent to me by the
imposter was issued (o a Sgt in the 25th
Inf Diiv. As a result of the imposters claim
10 have been a member of our company 1 conducted an
mvestigation which lead to the aforementioned revelations
as to the true identity of the imposter.  As | previously
mentioned all information relating to the imposter has
been tumed over 1o the appropriate authorities for their
action.

I'am looking forward to seeing vou all at the Reunion
and trust you will have a safe and uneventful trip o
Washington in July. Al the best 10 you and yours and
have a great day! Hooaah! RANGERS/LRP/LRRPS
LEAD THE WAY!!!! DON'T FORGET TO BRING
YOUR BERET AND ALBUM!!!!

Bob Copeland
Unit Director

S 47
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F/75-F/50 LRP-25TH DIVLRRP  0iin
T e — U'-"j'.'- m_“':tﬂr - Joe Little ,#’

Joseph C, Little, UD

10129 W, highland Ave 4038 Elm Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85037 Woodbury Hieghts, N1 08097
Ph. # 623-877-3197 Pl # B56-348-9174

Mr. Norton Singman of Hopewell VA, passed away on
42596 of nawral causes. He served with us in 68-69. Rest
in Peace

Hi Everyone: Greetings from Joe, Dan and Fred. [ would
like to start oot with a few words about our unit, T recall
speaking with some of the original members from LRRF 25th
ID. Most of those that 1 spoke with were before my becoming
a member of the association. The type work [ do is dealing
with veterans 50 1 meet many vels. [ did notice the pride and
camaraderic they shared with having o be the ones that stan-
ed our unit. After a couple of emails with Captain Mark
Ponrillo (LERFP 1, as his men refer wo him, and very deserv-
ing of the title), I began to reflect on some
of the positive things these men accom-
plished. They pioneered a unit no one had
any idea if it would work. Set up mission
tactics they hoped would benefil the team's
soccess and made modifications when nec-
essary. Those of us that followed had a lin-
age an image 1o carry forward. Those men
of 50th LEEP 25th 1D showed that it would
and did work and they passed down to those
that followed that zame belief and cama-
raderie we share today. 1 Thank You for
showing those of us that followed how 1o be
a LRRPF, Lrp and FfCo 75th Ranger, some-
thing we are all proud of to this day.

Well, there is another subject I would like to bring up and
that is our get-together. Curremtly Dennie Callahan of Odessa,
Texas is setting us up for a rafting trip on the Rio Grande for
Aug 11-14 I could be off a day, but Dennie is planning a four
day trip for our unit. The only expense will be your trans-
portation 1o Texas. Rafis and food is taken care of for mem-
bers and family. Dennie well tell you it is some of the most

-

Cramiel Mate, Al UV Advocare

Fred B. Stuckey, Secretany/Treasune
PO, Box 150644

Longview, TX 75615

Ph. #903-643-2478

Ipioo@sydcom, et

beautiful countryside you will experience in a long time. So
plan on bringing something 1o sleep on under the stars and a
be rexdy for a great nme.  Please contact Dennie Callahan
Callahan®@cs.com. Joo Linle, joelittle (2 gwest,net or Daniel
Mate, dannale LS home,com for mone informaten and 1o let
us know who is showing up 0 we can plan logistics and food
and number of rafis needed. [ would also like o add that
David Regenthal had this idea and spoke to me about it with
us doing the Colorado River except I did not have the right
contacts. Thanks David, for a great idea and for Dennie, for
helping implement this worthwhile revmion for FiCo. mem-
bers and family from all eras.

Association has asked me 1o remind
yvou of membership dues and that Patrolling
Magazine hos a vear date on address label,
when your membership expires, if vours is
due, please get that into Ron Edwards

Juligron @hellsouth.net his mailing address

i% in Pawrolling Magazine.

We are also trying 1o complete an
update of addresses and try (o get a
newslelter out at least twice a year, What
we need is some inpul For it

I would like 1o thank those who
have given me some guidance in this
endeavor as your unit director from past
directors and some good friends. 1 welcome all input for the
beniefin of our unil,

Strength and Honor
ELTW
Joseph C. Litde UD.

“T Told You to Get Them Not Shoot Them™

It wis one of those days in June or July hot and long: waiting for the chopper (o pick you up and insert you for another
mission. We were using _ Cav. Centaur for our ships for a long time and Division made a change for us to work with

Diamond Head. Team 2-7 Sgt. Stone, TL, Sgt Hicks, ATL, Spec 4 Paul Wright, F:nim. David Regenthal, Joe Lill](: and Ted
iller, rear security. The team was ready for some time for early moming insertion. That had tumned to someume in the after-
noon, so we waited on the Cu Chi chopper pad, making small talk about how it would be neat if it started snowing now, you
mow one of those philosophical type conversations that we happen to get into irying nol to think about what lies ahcad.

Our mission as usual for a light team, to recon an area in the Iron Triangle (not & nice place) and if opportunity came up,

> a capture. Finally our ship comes in and we are whisked away not as smooth as Centaur, bul just the same we gain altitude

R
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which [ always liked the best especially during extraction ume. As we fly o our inmni?la point, [ could feel my mouth form-
ing & cotton ball that absorbed all the moisture from my throat and mouth. The crew 4_.'h|¢_|' Laps S_gt- Stunl.'.l |||:.rI:::|:|-1.|th Turned
to sand. As we lock and loaded. the ship stanted it's decent. The pilot flew low and pitching in different directions then a sud-
den dip and rock forward, we were off in the middle of eight-foot high elephant grass, Sgt. Stone wld us 1o roll down our
sheeves as | found out that stff 15 sharp: mosquitoes loved open cuts. After Stone made his checks on the radio and looked
over the map, we staned to head out. After about ten or fifteen minutes we came 1o a sudden stop, Paul found some pits with
pungec-sticks, he was a damn good point man and loved it, [ was also thankful he was our point man. After that linle detour,
we ended up next to “Highway 1.” which [ did not know was there because of the elephant grass, hell we could not see each
other more than two feet or less away, Well we are taking a short break and we were spread apart while Stone talked on the
radio. | just st back against my rucksack and 1 looked up and there were three V.C. looking at me, but the one still had his
SRS on his shoulder. 1 looked at Stonc and stuttered “goo-goo-gook-gooks™ Stone said “get them™ so 1 let loose with one mag-
azine after another maybe firing 8-12 shots per magazine from three magazines. [ was afraid of my bolt locking forward if the
magazine was emptied and scared at the same time. [ was wondering why no one ¢lse was shooting. Apparently I was in
everyone else’s line of fire, David wanted me to move so he could get a shot in and Ted had no idea what was going on,
because he was rear security and was far from the team. When | stopped shooting 1 looked at the tape, that once covered my
barrel smoking and melting down the barrel. Stone looks a1 me and said *1 told you 1o get them not shoot them™, 1 said “Oh”
he also asked why 1 did not shoot my full magazine: I had no answer just adrenaline pumping. I was going out onto the road
and he asked me what I was going 1o do, as he called for the gun ships. I responded that | wanted the SKS off the one V.C. his
saddles were heels up on the other side of the road. 1 thought 1 missed him, after action report stated three Kills. Well, [ was
going out on the road and by this time, the rest of the eam came up on line near the road. [ looked both directions and sud-
denly started 10 hear voices coming from my left, the road had a curve that went around a small hill, 1 looked back at Stone
while he was on the radio talking to Diamond Head and started to stutter again: Now Sgt. Stone is African American and when
he saw my face and my trying 1o say mo-mor-more gooks he started 1o tum white. Sgt. Stone only had a couple of weeks lefi
in-country and this fairly new guy was not making life to easy for him or $gt Hicks, both being very short. Stone asked how
miany. | could tell he did not like my answer when 1 said 40 maybe 50, At the same moment when 1 said that, we all took up
positions and were ready for action,

The gun ship came on station and the NVA and V.C. were right in front of us., Well, the gunship started to buzz the road
and some female V.C. carrying a Chi COM machine gun velled out some orders and everyone cleared the road and sat on both
sides majority next 1o us. The female walked right up to Paul, he was on top of a termite mound, and almost sat in his lap. We
had gooks within arms reach all over the place. You could hear pins pulled and selectors going to rock and roll while the
cnemy gol off the road to avoid being spoited by the gunship, We all sat motionless ready to pass out from not breathing, lis-
tening to the squelch break on the radio from ihe pilet trying to call Sgi. Stone and he could not answer. It seemed like an
etemity listening to my heanbeat the gunship buzzing the read, and I was hoping that no one moved so the pilot would not
open up on them, taking us out as well. The ship having no success mising us on the radio and not seeing anything finally
cleared the area. The female yelled out some orders and everyone got up and started o walk away. The last three stared at me
and one started 1o take his AK 47 off his shoulder and then paused and walked away. | sont of got a rush when they walked
away and not really knowing if they saw us and i they did ot see us: | guess that is what you would call being a LRRP
meant o me.

The team leader was on the rmdio ASAP and they decided 10 send a reactionary force out for us. The Wolfhounds from
Eﬁlt_l Division came out and they were frightening with all the noise they made. They made there sweep and found the three
bodies and some wnnels, but no sign of the large enemy force except footprints. The footprinis are the only thing I believe
that made the company commander with the line unit believe us,

F":'F.mﬂ".'f years, | have wondered why they never heard me shoot or the last few NVA never attempted 1o take us out, After
talking with David the only thing we could figure was that the small hill deflected the sound of my Car 15 and the closeness
of the gunship maybe made them think the gunship did the damage. In addition with the cover we had it was possible they did
not see us or they did not want to take a chance that there were more of us hiding in the grass,

After thought is that if I would have tried 1o capture them, we would have been in some deep stull. In addition, we would
have been in deep sl if it were not for the gunship making some covering noise. | made the mistake of shooling the point
element of a company. Someone was looking over us, it could of wmed out very ugly, but something tells me we still had the
drop on them even with six against 43 1 believe that was the count: their backs were against us and they would have been in a
cross fire. Twandd say it was a lucky day we did not have to test all our abilities,

Joseph C. Linle F/Co 5(th LRRP 25th ID
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G/75 - E/51 LRP - 196TH LRRP
Unit Director - Steve Crabtree

Darmstadt Germany with E 5151 Rangers LRS

The heritage and tradition of the U, 8. Army Rangers
(Long Range Patrol) is alive and well in an elite group of
young men know as Company E 51st Infantry. A young st
Lieutenant mel our plane by the name of David Painter
and his beautiful and charming wife Cory. The nickname
of L.T. quickly attached and he procecded to ke charge
of our transportation and housing requirements, Lt Painter
is 151 platoon leader and we had two of his people as our
constanl escorts and devvers, LT, insored that we had
everything we needed 1o make our visit one of the most
memorable cvents i owr lives.,

Upon arriving at the company area just outside of
Darmstadt, and just down the road from our hotel, 1 could-
n't help but get a nostalgic twinge when 1 saw the Co. E
31st Infaniry Long Range Patrol blue and white scroll
above the door of company headquaners.
Captain John Scott Nelson who enthusi-
astically welcomed us to Germany met
us. We were told that we would be going
to the field with the men of his command
for the various ¢vents, which make up
the Pruden Competition. We sat inon a
briefing session with the other company
officers and semior NCOs, An equipment
check came next and each item carried
by these soldiers was displayed with an
explanation of how each picce func-
tioned. The sophistication and complexi-
ty of several picces of equipment, espe-

;HRBORNE

cially their various radios and encryption devices was
remarkable. My mouth began to water when I saw the
night vision scopes cach man carried, The jungle would
have been ours for the asking if we had any of these
devices on our feams,

We spent a great deal of time talking and inmeracting
with the men of Echo Company. We ate in their mess hall
and enjoyed their youthful enthusiasm. They treated us
like royalty. We accompanied them to the Odenwald Forest
for might navigation exercises, All members of our party
including the ladies feasted on MRE's, They tasted better
then LURP ratons as far as [ was concerned. But the indi-
vidual packets were oo heavy to be taken to the field with
out stripping them of unneeded iems. Danny, Frank and 1
hid an opponunity to sit down with these guys and we
tald how LEREP missions were pulled in the Nam. Several
came up to us later and said how much they admired what
wie did in MNam and how they wanted (o
follow in our footsteps, A full dress mili-
tary ball aboard a ship that smled up the
Rhinc topped off the week. Ranger units
from the past, including those from
MNam, and present were honored and
toasted. Danny and Larry Pruden made
sure that Bob Pruden was the focal point
of the celebration. Danny did a great job
in showing the human and funny side of
Bob and Larry told what it was like
growing up with his brother.

1 can honestly say that [ have
never been treated better then we were by Cantsin Melson
and the officers and men of his command. If any members
of the Association have an opporiunity of going 1o
Germany 1o meet these fine young men, | would highly
recommend that they do so.

We can rest comfortably knowing that the dedication,

enthusiasm, heritage and traditions of the U.S. Army
Rangers (Long Range Patrol) are in good hands.

Tom & Sharon Robison
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Mo Submiassion

1775 - F/52 LRP - 15T DIV LRRP

Unit Director - Roger Anderson

Mo Submission

K/75-E/58 LRP - 4TH DIV LRRP

Unit Director - Bob Stack

FROM THE UNIT MRECTOR

Quarterly greetings to my fellow
LERP's & Rangers:

First of all. my apologics for not
submitting my last quarterly publica-
tion for the Spring 2001 issue of

Patrolling, so here is my summer edi-

tron: 1 hope that this finds all of vou

and yours well and moving along the
path of life without too many obsta-

¢les in your path,

Apparently there was an off year
“mini-reunion” questionnaine sent out
by Jack Wemer, a former 4th 1.1,
LERFP who is the current 75th RRA
Treasurer. This questionnaine asked
you to make a choice of either Reno,
Nevada or St Louis, Missouri as the
location for a mini reunion and, as 1
was ot informed of this letter going

oul prior tomy receipt of it in the
manl T was, b0 say the beast, some-
wihin surpnised about receiving it. To
achd more surprise here, | was

evenmore confused when [ recently
got & Reunion Registration Form

with Wayne Mitsch's return address
on 1t and instructions 1o send him a
S10 "drink & snack” fee for this
event which is planned for Seplember
14 through September 17 in S
Louis, MO, especially in light of the
Fact that | have been diligently organ-
i2ing o “mint-reunion” in Reno, MY
between Thursday, September 20th,
2000 and Sunday, September 23,
2000 a John Ascuaga’s Nugget in
Sparks, NV! You all will be receiving
a letter in the mail about this “West
of the Rockics™ Reunion in the very
near future, so stay tuncd! There is
ABSOLUTELY NO REASON
WHATSOEVER THAT THERE
CANT BE TWO MINI-REUNIONS
GOING ON WITHIN A FEW DAYS
OF EACH OTHER IN DIFFERENT
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.
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there are no exclusions whatsoever of any former

Tam looking forward to secing all those bad asses

he 2nd Brigade LRRPs from “The Oasis™ in the time

L'was there in 1968 and, YES, this means you guys

ent yel members of the 75th RRA but who are in

b "W‘ilh those who are!!!!

ene is currently a great publication out about the his-
v o of the 4ih LD, called "Utah Beach 1o Pleiku® which

] s stonies from 325 WWII soldiers, 25 Cold War sol-

id 1204 Viemnam troops and information on purchas-

book can be had by contacting Gerry W, Howard at

3.2911 or at ghbamal@aol.com. He can also give

the poop about the dedication of the 4ih 1.D.

nent at Arlington National Cemetery on July 5, 2001,

it which appears 1o be a real upscale ceremony filled

de events. There is also a 4th L.D. Muscum at F.

TX and, for $45.00, you can have your fairly lengthy

iessage engraved on a 8.257 x 5.57 brick on the Veterans

/alk M The POC is Elaine Wells, Treasurer, 1503.A

o Cﬂuﬂ Clebume, TX, 76031, 817.645.5913,

- For those of you with the bug 10
’tufaruﬂ‘t:mllc lands (yeah, 1 kmow, wie've already
done that), Milspec Travel group is organizing a
Highlands tour from November 13th through
ber 23rd, 2001. If at all interested, their address is
B 340. Flourtown, PA, 1903 1--340, 215.2458.2572,

@30l com. The History Channel is currently (mid
X ]_]n sl'mvnng an absolutely great series entitled
| Ops and this show has 4 parts entitled "Silent
: LRRPs", "Recondo School™, "Mike Force™ and
ion Desert Storm®. Although [ just heard about this
from five differcnt friends [ haven't seen it yet but am
forward to 1L, as there 15 an interview in it with
we all might recognize. That's about all for now,

d girls, and I'm still begging for any storics, anec-
&5, LRRP pictures, copies of orders, whatever from any
dlall of you which I might use in future publications. As
¥et, | haven't received squal so, get it together troops and
e some, O.K? [ would also like any suggestions you
ight have about ANYTHING which pertains 1o us from
tVietnam days, or carrently with K/75 Rangers, your
nt status (family, kids, big house, need some help but
proad 1o ask, ete.)
L think my next publication will partially deal with the
ans Administration, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
 and similar issues. 1 LOOK FORWARD TO SEE-
i ALL OF YOU IN RENO, NV THE WEEK OF SEP-
MBER 20-23, 2001 FOR WHAT WILL BE AN OUT-
ANDING EVENT WITH PLENTY OF SIDE TRIPS
ENTERTAINMENT, GAMBLING, SHOWS, A
[, ETC. SO CHECK YOUR MAIL S00N!!!

S h LD

Finally, it appears as if this veteran was walking down a
California beach one afternoon deep in thought when he
stumbles across and old lamp laying in the sand. He picked
it up and, all of a sudden, ot popped a Genie. The Genic
says to him, "0.K., so you released me from this lamp,
yadda, yadda, yadda, but this is the fourth time this week
this has happened and I'm getting a liule sick and tired of
these wishes. 5o you can forget about three, buster, you only
get one wish! The man, who was taken aback by this, then
thought about it for awhile and said to the Genie, "You
know, I've always wamed to go 1o Hawaii, but I'm too
scared to fly there and | also get very scasick, so a ship is
oul, toe, Could you build me a bridge 1o Hawaii so | can
drive there? The Genie laughed at him and replied, "Do
you have any idea of just how impossible the Togistics of
that would be? How would the suppons ever reach the bot-
tom of the Pacific Ocean, do vou know how much concrete,
steel, cement and asphalt that would take? Mo, I'm not
going 1o do that, so think of anotherwish.”

The man thought about it again and then said (o the
Genie, "0.K., I've been married and divorced four times, all
my wives have said that

I'm insensitive and don’t care and [ really wish that 1
could understand women, 1o know what they're thinking
when they give me the silent treatment, 1o know why they
ery, (o really know what they want when they say ‘nothing’,
why they love (0 go shopping all the time, things like
that......" The Genie then looked at the man and replied,
“Do you want that bridge 1o Hawaii 1o be two lanes or
four?”

Out here, RLTW, Sua Sponte (Of Their Own Accord)
and.... see va in Beno, Bob Stack, K75 Unit Director

4TH DIVISION LERPS/RANGFRS
REUNION
SEPTEMBER 14 = 17, 2001
St. Louis, Missouri
Days Inn Convention Center
1133 Washington Street
314-231-4070
Rooms - $59.00 Double Occupancy
Reservation Deadline; August 14, 2001
This will be an informal gathering in order o minimize
cosl. Come and visit with old comrades, Please il out the
registration form & return to Roger Crunk.
Plenty to see & do in St Louis:
Cardinals baseball  Riverboat crulse  Casinos & Dining
Gateway Arch  Meramec Caverns
MORE INFORMATION
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Roger Crunk
1159 - 19 Road
Fruita, CO 81521
Phone 970-858-4579

ricrunk & aol.com

A reunion survey card was retummcd by Wanda Ingersen
of Springficld, MO. It reads---

" I'm somry (o notify you of the death of my Brother,
Bill Estill, 5t. Joseph, MO on Feb. Sth 2001 from lung can-
cer. He thoroughly enjoyed his association with your organ-
ization.”

Wanda, as onc of our Brothers his friendship, his wit
and unrelenting humar will be missed a1 our next gathenngs.
As with all our Brothers who have gone before, he will not
be forgotten. R. Crunk

John asked me 1o write something for this issue but 'm
not sure 1 can do this but here gocs,

There 15 s0 much that | have wanied 1o put on paper
during the Inst thiny vears, The memories come fast and
furious and it's difficult 1o <low down and put them to pen.

[ should really speak of business first, Several of us
have talked about a mini-reunion for several years so 1
decided to run with it. You should have reccived a flyer or
e-mail regarding that by now. The task of putting together a
dth Div. mailing list has be¢n in progress for several weeks

now and % by no means complete. At present there are 230
names on the database, T know there should be twice that
many. There are still 50 many out there who would benefit
from mecting with or corresponding with old friends; been
there, done that, I voure looking for someone let me know
and [ can check 1 ng;u'lul_ riy s, If in's jlnl! a last name or
nick name we can still put them in the database and hope-
fully fill in the blanks laer.

As a resull of the canvas regarding a reunion, we
received a cand from Bill Estill’s sister telling of his death
from lung cancer in February. [ knew Bill was sick the last
tirme we met at Fr. Benning bat he didn®n 1alk about it, That
dry wit and relentless humor were as strong as ever. Wish |
could have @lked with him about it bt i s ever thus, we
miss 50 many opporiunities. [ miss you Bill! - Guys, if you
knowy of one of our Brothers who needs a il for whatever
reason, give them a call just to say hi, it means more than
vou might think.

[ den’i think 1" tell any storees, 'l never, make John's
deadline, Come 1o 51 Lowis if you can make it, we'll
remember and toast these who can’t be there, Bring your
slides. pictures, or anything ¢lse you want to share. You
have plenty of time 0 praclice Your war sionics.

MNote: Dispegard the Days Inn 800 number and call the
mdel direcily to make vour reservations. Be sure 1o men-
tion then at's for BKACo, reunion,

Roger Crunk

L/75-F/58 LRP - 1/1015T LRRP
Unit Director - Randall White

Up here in Michigan, we say we have 8 months of
winter and four months of poor snowmobiling, but these
four months are beautiful. This article should catch you in
the middle of all your faverite summer
activities, please have a safe one.

The past winter brought our community
a host of new issues, the major onc being
the “Battle for the Black Beret™. As | write
this, the topic is still being fought and a
clear oulcome is yet to be decided. Suppon
for House Resolution 1770 is being sought
which would limit the issue of Army berets
o Airborne, Special Forces and Rangers.
Please write or call you local representatives
for their support, and look for more infor-
mation in this issue. For those of us in e-
mail contact, timely distribution of the laest
news such as the Beret fight is an everyday
occurrence. For those of you not yet on line, you don't
know what you're missing. | urge anyone who gets this

issue of Patrolling to contact me if you have an e-mail
address. 11 you don't have a home computer or acoess to
one at work, you're simply being left out of the loop if |
don't have your ¢-mail address. Gentlemen,
computers are here 1o stay, and it's the
fastest and best way 1o stay current on the
latest Association and 1005t news, or visit
the L Company and 75th Association web
sites. You'll discover many old friends in
our mailing group who'd love to say hi and
see how you've been. At this time we have
87 members on the group e-mail list, and
messages come and go oul o everyone
everyday. Some of us have made contact
with people we haven't talked 1o in 30
years. At the L company web site, you can
look at hundreds of photos, read our histo-
ry, visit our fallen comrades and find links
to all the 101t Aviation web sites and more. If you don't
have a computer, and still have kids at home, have them
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:';_H You how to use a one before they leave. I they've all
pwn out of the nest, take a couple classes 1o get up 1o
L or have a friend get you started. It's not that hard 1o
gam a few new tricks,...even at our age,

~Another item that your unit directors and officers are
ROIKing on is a revision of the current 75th Constitution
nd B_'f Laws. Mainly this consist of clearing up a few

dy wordings, spelling errors and combining it into one
sy 1o read and understand document, All members of the
of directors are on line and involved in the process,
and nothing will be changed without our approval and
your vote on those changes at the next general membership
mecting next year at Ft. Benning. That's right, only another
'-:,;--- 10 our next reunion, $o start planning o be there now,
5 stationed at Benning for 4 months and haven’t been
since. I'm looking forward 1o a trip down memory
e and a chance to visit all the sites to se¢ both on and
off post. Talk about it is already picking up and it looks to
'_ a great gathering of what are now middle age
ERRP/Rangers who have somewhat mellowed with age,
Be there if you can at all means, and we'll keep you posted
swhen more details are available.
Emmett Hiltabrand has indicated he'd like w locae all
of our "Gold Star™ mothers and wives for inclusion into
the 75th Association. Some will be found, some will have
died and others will never be found, but it's well worth an
elfort 1o offer them the option of membership. I'm sure that
some of them will not want to be bothered, and have put
the memaories of their lost loved ones to rest, while others
will be eager 1o learn more about their son's or hushands
service and meet people who knew them in Nam. This will
be a daunting task and any help you guys can lend would
I- greatly appreciated. If you live in the home town of one
of our KIAs, please take a moment to check the phone
. VAL, VFW or American Legion and e if their
latives are still living in that area, and send me their con-
fact information. Also, most Cities oF counties have memo-
§ to their war dead, and there's usually someond from
||. arca who's familiar with the names on those memori-
als. and the histories of those names. See if you can locate
individuals and ask for their help.
Wannabees. Seems like there's a bunch of people liv-
in fantasy worlds who claim to have been members of
of our units. Most unit directors have had 1o deal with
e or more of these individuals at one time or another,
and it's an unpleasant task. Some of them have never even
been in the military, some might have been in the service
i one time or another, and some are Vietnam Veterans,
While it's easy to disprove and blow off the first two
groups of people, the Vietnam Vets who claim to be eligi-
ble for membership are a harder group to address. Many of

|_, :

L
"
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them served in Brigade or Battalion recon outfits, and are
confused as to why they can't be give membership, and
offended when told they don't qualify. None of us wants 1o
downplay anyone participation in the Vietnam War, or
make them feel their service doesn't deserve recognition or
respect, but we do have requirements for full membership.
Part of the C&BL changes we're working on will address
these classes of membership and their requirements, and
attempt to clanify them. Another solution to the problem is
for cach unit to build a complete list of everyone who was
accepted into one of our units, I'm not talking about guys
who did one or two missions and then left voluntarily, did-
nL it inor was assigned (o do a specific one or two mis-
sion job. But I do mean anyone who pulled mission as a
regular member of one of our outfits and was sccepted. If
the guy was wounded on his first or second mission and
went home, we want him too, The best way 10 build this
list of former members is to send me copies of your onders
or any awards during your time with the unit. [ have about
300 pages of personnel orders, awards orders and company
rosters, bul there are many names missing. If you don't
have copics of your military records, you can get them for
free from the National Personnel Records Center, 9700
Page Avenue St Lovis, Missouri 63132-5100. Write them
and request Form SF180, or visit their web site at
huprifewnwnara.goviregionalfstlouis.himl and print out a
copy. [See what you guys without a computer ang miss-
ing?] They're slow 1o respond, but they do eventually get it
done, and you'll have a set of records w keep. Then, please
make copies of anything during your time with the
LRRP/Rangers and send them to me for the list. If you
can't make copies, send the onginals and I'll copy and
return them, We hope 1o build a complete list of everyvone
who ever served in the unit. Over the years simialar
requests have gone out and you've responded very well,
but many of the copies have been lost with time. With a
computer, we can safely store all information for posterity.

Well I sign off for now and hope I've brought every-
one up 1o speed on the latest news. This is your association
and it can only be helped to grow and improved with your
support. If you know of a patroller who isn't a member
urge him to hook up with us and come home 1o the afo.

Now, when things slow down again, Il write up
another mission story, REW

e-mail: ranwhite®jamadots.com  phone: 906 387-2318
L Company web site: huptfiwww.geocities.com/bemrich?
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activities that they put on for us but many of you have 1o place
your vacation time in to your employers carly and they are not
receptacle 10 changing them later. If we have 1o miss some
extra-cumcular activities that the active side of the house has 1o
put on, then so be it. The main thing is that all you guys get
together and see cach other at a reunion.

RANGER HALL OF FAME - [ have just auended a Ranger
Hall OF Fame selection Committee meeting last week. We
selected the inductees for the next Ranger Hall OF Fame, Our
Associntion only submined one nominee and fortunately he was
selected. We are capable of submitting up to three nominees
each session. The preparation of the submission packets is not a
function [ do. It is a wnit function. There afe 23 units in this
Association and we only subminted one man. | have recently
sent cach Unit Director a sample packet of a submission along
with the RHOF Bylaws covering submissions. Hopefully, next
year we can have a better represemtative showing from our
Association, There ane many deserving individuals out there
who should be submitnted but have not boen. 1 would hate o see
a lesser deserving individual inducted becanse he was the only
chobce available presented belfore the Board, Please contact
your Unit Director and recommend an individual from vour wn
who deservies 1o be honored. 11 is a lengthy process of gathenng
the proper paper work w0 include in the submission packet, So,
ped started now and please do not be Iate, Our Associmtion can
oaly submit three cach selection period. Therefore, we will not
b able 1o submit all that will be twrned in, It will not be hased
off of a first come first submitted basis, It will be based of the
strength of the submission packet that | receive from the umit. |
will select the three that T feel have the best effort in winning

selection before the Board, 1 will carry the remaining packets 1o
ihe Board of Dircciors mecting &1 our next rewnion and our
Officers and Unit Directors will select the next two years nomi-
nees then and there. 1 feel this is the only (uir and convenient
way. Don't be left out in the min by nol submitting.

BEANGER MEMORIAL FOUNDATION — [ have also recent-
ly attended a Ranger Memonial Foundation meeting last week.
There are plenty of bricks sill available for purchase. 1 hope
the BMF was able o place an ad in this issue. Please see
Ranger Memonial Foundation scholarships below,
SCHOLARSHIFS - The Banger Memaonial Foundation has set
up a Scholarship Fund for several segments of the Ranger com-
manity. One of the things [ made sure of was that all members
of our Association were qualified o be eligible for this offer.
That includes the LERF, LEP and Ranger eras. The scholarship
ks for 5500 for each applicant. There is a procedure that each
applicant mast follow 1o apply for the scholarship, This infor-
mation can be obtained on line at the Ranger Memorial
Foundation web site. Just type it in and when the site comes
up, you can find out the full information, Fill it out and send it
in for your wife or children. This might oot pay for the full
tuition bat it will help in buying books and defraying some
costs, Gentlemen, it i3 an offer that is out there and it 15 aval-
able to you and it is not being used. This year only seven appli-
cations came in and all seven were approved. Information con-
ceming this offer was contained in the last issue of the
Patrolling Magaine, Please take advantage of this offer.

Emmert W, Hiltibrand
Strength and Honor

MEMBERS OF THE 75TH RRA

e l---;l

Members of the 75th RRA,

By unanimous decision of the President and all 23 Unit
Directors of the association, the 75th Ranger Regiment
Association has asked Mr, Peter Neves o step down from the
association webmaster duties, and wm over all association
property, website materials, and moncy owed.

As of press time, he has refused 1o do 5o, and instead pulled
the site off the internet, leaving only a link to his Quarter
Minster Store.

As of press time, Mr. Neves still owes the 751h Associaion
approximately $2,500 from the original inventory urmed over
to him several years ago. He also owes an undetermined
amount on royvalties for selling items with the 75th
Association logo. He has repeatedly refused to open his
books for an audit to determine the proper amount.

Further, there have been several complainis lodged by mem-

bers against Mr. Neves for merchandise that was purchased,
but never delivered. If anyone has ordered merchandise, and
has not received it, please contact the 75th Ranger Regiment
Azsociation at the following address:

John Chester
3208 Rueckert Ave.
Raltimore, MD 212 14-2919

We will keep the membership advised of the status of the
debt and menchandise issues in each issue of Patrolling
Magazine until the matters are fully resolved. :

As of this time, the 75th Ranger Regiment Associalion 15 nid
associated with, or is it endorsing Mr. Neves' websites or
Quarter Master store in any way, shape or form.

A new website is under development, and will be posted at
hitpztiwww. T5thrma.org/ shortly.

Signed,

Emmett Hiltibsand, President
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Unit Director - Jack Fuche

by Steve Houghton and Jack Fuche

I just finished watching the History Channel special
Where has the time gone!  Emmett just keeps on Macv Recondo School. It bought back a lot of
“hounding” us for the next issue article. What a pain memories. You guys who didn’t get to sce it the first
in the a...! He must have been a sergeant, but then time or don’t have cable access can always get the
sowas I He's doing a good job, keeping this unit video tape through the History Channel site, or pay
ship shape. Thanks for the boot job, We'll get our attention and catch it the next ume around. By the
article in. way, “thanks” Emmett for the heads up on the spe-

cials. It is nice to get a linde recognition. It may have
I talked with Jack Fuche last night. He says we necd been a serewed up war, with the politics and all, but
to remind some of you that your dues are .........well ke the program smd the other night, “the Lrrps won
due! their pant” of it.  Bob Smalickas said about the

History Channel programs, * [ thought it did us jus-
| just got off the phone with Dave Wollenbarger. He tice”™. He went on 1o say, “how could we expect oth-
said to say “Hi" to everybody. He said they are hay- ers 1o believe what we did, they always thought | was
ing a hot spring, been 80's since March, afier a hard exaggerating. Heck, | didn't believe what we did!
winter. Mot much happening with Dave. [ keep nag- The show helped.”™ 1 have to say it did Bob, My
ging him about sending me his “story™ to daughter told me Saturday May 12th that

post on our web site. All you guys who = LREORN: — she was proud of me, and never knew
served with the T1StLRP & M Co. 75th,  EEWNELES SRy P really understood just what | did over
should write your story 1o post on our  SENE" s, there™ 1t felt preny good to hear her
web site. You send it . 'l post it? 1 say that, I must admit.

want o thank Rick Del prince and Bob
Smalinckas for wrniting their storics.
Thanks Bob 100 for the photos of Lt
White and 1st Sgt. Overpeck, and others,
You guys are a part of history. I you
don’t believe me....just watch the History
Channel. They had a good special on us
Lrrps this last Tue. night, and tonight
May 1(th, they have one on Macy
Recondo School. There are not that

Well I have been wanting on an
overnight package from Jack for the last
three days. Nothing yet, so [ guess the
Army must have aken over the postal
system! SNAFU. Sorry Jack, | can’t
wail any longer. Emmett will have our
combined a-- if [ don't get this in.

I screwed up this ime not gelting a

many of us Lrrps. Write down your his- phote in for the unit article. 1 have
torical memories boys, and let me post them. Send taken @ mew job and have been way 1o busy. [ prom-
‘em snail mail or e-mail. {¢scon® pathwayner.com) 15¢ a photo next time. [ have over 100 photos sent 1o
or Steve Houghton 6300 Lake Rd. Sixlakes M me from the 67-68 period of the unit from Rick Del
48886 It will be my honor to post your story. Prince and Bob Smalinckas on a CD. 1 just need

. some info about them o post, get the hint fellas?
[ put our web site together, and of course | recall

thing_.:: from MY experience. The site leans heavy to The Beret issue still keeps simmening away. | sure

my time as far as stories and photos goes. You guys hope the “new” Army feels proud with their

send me your photos and your stories and they will go “Chinese” made Berets. [ guess there is some ques-

on the site. Some have done that, and its a beter site tion about getting them on time. Maybe the Chinese

for it. Thanks Rick Del Prince and Bob Smalinckas could fly the first batch over here for delivery 1o

for you stories, and Larry Hall, Bob Sampson, and General “feel good about yourself” or what ever his

Dave ‘n‘-’nll’-:nburggr for the photos. Now send in the name is, on that Navy plane they still have! Hope -

stonies.  For owr site and this magazine 1oo. there ain't to much blood on them form the slave labor
camps. Whoops, sorry, | "1 resis !

I heard from Tom Blue.....some of you guys know Snmlzbcrdy rzl‘l'l?:q:u:r! T}rbeuiﬂtjn:t :l;;: ::;:hm-

him? He is looking for Russell Wiggins.......I don’t

know him either. I you know his whereabouts, send Eeep think: ion! '
k E s INg reunion! ;
it to- me, I'll get it to Tom. 5::;1.!: 2 oot
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W th a deep sense of regret tha 1
those of you who don't already
of the passing of Phil Kossa.

Fhil took his own life on March 9,

20 ], He was fighting a losing battle

with Hepatitus C and from what [ am
ol was fading fast.

Letter to Phil's Widow

The following is a letter which I sent
0 Linda Kossa on behalf of all of you,

219 Frontier Road
Perkasie, PA 18944
2152499171

March 14, 2001

Dear Linda,

In this time of your profound loss,
'I that I can write can do jus-
o how badly 1 feel for you and Phil's
family and friends. On behalf of all
the former members of the 173nd
ERRF, T4th LEP and November
Company Rangers, 1 wish 1o express
our sincere condolences.

& Of all the side effects of the
ivietnam War, Hepatinus C seems to be
ke most insidious. In July of 1969 a
broby trap detonated in the An Lo
alley. Phil caught the worst of that
plast. Phil did not die that day but the

Wents of that day may have killed him
just the same. [ belicve that he is as
a fallen hero as the ones who did

';-:-|]|-| |

Phil is now in a place where there
0o pain and there is no sorrow. My
i5 that you can find some
ation in that fact. If there is
g [ can do for you, please do
e 1o call me.

With sincere regands,

Diave Goween
Linit Director

"N/75- 74TH LRP - 173RD LRRP

lJn_il Director - Dave Gowen

[T e,
=

Linda Kossa sent me this brief
summmary of Phil's life,

Phillip was born in Beeville, TX
to Edwin and Velma Kossa, the
youngest of 4 children, He anended
St. Jaseph Catholic School and gradu-
med from A.C. Jones High School, He
joined the Army on his 18th birthday
in 1967 and was assigned to Viet Nam
in February of 1968 where he served
until July, 1969 with the 74th Long
Range Reconnaissance Patrol
(LERF's) and later the 173rd Abn
Long Range Paol (LRP's) Ranger
Regimem f November Company. In

July of 1969, while with the Nov, Co,
he was seriously wounded in the An
Lo Valley when he stepped on a fand
mine, He received the Bronee Star
with Valor Device, the Bepublic of
Viet Mam Campaign Medal and the
Wiet Mam Gallantry Cross Unit
Citation among others during his 16
months of service there, 1 was dunng
this injury that he received numersus
blood transfusions which would later
cause his infection with Hepatitis C.
Alter this injury he was told he would
never walk again and was honorably
dizcharged from the Army. He would
not only walk again but became an
avid hiker and backpacker with the
Appalachion Trail Club and ran the
Peachtree Marathon in Atlanta in 1994,

During his time out of the Army
he owned and operated an air condi-
tioning business, taught school in
Florida and served in the Florida
National Guard. He also was a certi-
fied SCUBA diver and had black belt
in karate, He rejoined the Army and in
1980 was the honor graduate of the
Officer Candidate School. Throughout
his military carcer he excelled at being
a soldier. He graduated from Advance
Officer School and Command and
General Staff College and obtained his
B.A, Degree in Business
Administration,

In 19940, while stationed in
Grermany with the Ist Armouwr
Division, he was deployved 1o Saudia
Arabia and Desert Storm, He served
in Kuwait and Iraq also and received
his second Bronze Star. In 1995, he
was assigned 1o Fi. Bragg., N.C. whene
he resumed parateooper training and
trained for the Best Ranger Contest but
did not ge to participate in this elite
Ranger competition due 1o the Haiti
Crisis where he was the mobilization
officer for all the reserves activated for
that mission. During his tenure a8 Fr
Bragg he received the Meritorious
Service Medal. He also obiained his
Masters Degree in Computer Systems
Management. He was promoted to
Major and transferred to the $8th RSC
in Minnesota and then back to FL
Bragg with Special Operations
Command where he remained until his
death. He was promoted 1o LTC on
Mlorch 9, 2001,

Phillip was the consummate sol-
dier. He once todd me that he had
fought for great gencrals and great
armigs in another life. | told him if he
came back again, be sure he was on
our side. Phill loved his country above
all else and only knew the life of a s0l-
dier. He was looking forward to our
life 1ogether and being part of a close
knit family like I am blessed 1o have,
We were married in March, 2000,
when his illness became so critical that
time became a great factor, He told
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me once that [ was strong enough o be
a Rangers wife- 1 did not know how
strodg 1 would need to be,

Phil is survived by his daughter.
Mirzi, a granddaughter, Harley: his
mother, sisters, Helen and Judy, and
brother, Ray. Phil was diagnosed with
Hepatitis C in mid 1999 and sull car-
ricd wounds both mental and physical
from that long ago war. These are 1w
quotes from his buddies: "Phil did not
die that day (July, '69) but events of
that day may have killed him just the
same. | believe that he is ax much a
fallen hero as the ones who did not
return”, and "My wife does nod under-
stand why [ am erying. she will, when
I tell her another Ranger has fallen and
anodher name i not on the Wall.”

Thank vou all for your suppori
and love today in honoring this man
who gave so much and asked so litle,
It i= only through love that we heal and
go on with life, 1 know he is watching
and has joined an even greater Army
and is with his "Great Eanger.”

Linda Petius Anderson Kossa

Interment

Phil was interred at Arlington
National Cemetery on March 19,
Members of our Company who atiend-
ed were Dick James, John Lawion,
Roy Boatman, Pete Lynch, Tom
Eckhoff, Fletcher Ruckman and Pai
Tadina.

The ceremony was conducted by
the 3rd Infantry Divisions, Obd Guard.
It was complete with six horses dimiw-
ing o chisson, a baml, color guard and
honor guand.,

Rov Boatman delivered a stimng
culogy. To paraphrase Roy he said
that

Lindta knew Phil ax a Hushand
Hiz Mother Enew him as 0 Son
Hiz Sixters knew him as o Brother
His Daughter knew him as a Father
Bur for 33 vears Koy knew
him 34 a Warrtor
And that is how he shall be
remembered by the men
wha served with him.

Roy then placed his Black Beret
in the crypt on top of the um where it
will remain.

Since Phil's death | have received
£320 in donations 10 our Special Fund
in his name. Linda wrote that in many
ways we were as much Phil's family as
his blood relatives wene,

Philadelphia Viet Nam War
Memorial

On May 5th, a dedicilion was
held by the Philadelphia Chapter of the
Society of the 173rd Airborne Brignde.
The ceremony paid homage (o the 26
Philadelphia residents who were killed
in action with the brigade.

Four velerans of gur company
were in attendance, They were Pat
Tadina, Fletcher Ruckman, Delono
Stones and myself, Pa Tadina was the
featured speaker for the event.

Tad played a tape which wis
recarded in our T.OUC, The tape was
of radio trnsmissions between A co.
24503, the Buuallion Commander, (the
Brigade Commander and various air-
croft. O that day in the Dak To area,
A MED3 came in contact with an NYA
Regiment. A portion of the company
was cut off and annihilated resulting in
76 KIA. The wounded among those
troopers who were cut off were sys-
tematically executed where they lay.
Surprisingly though they were then
covered up by the NVA in a somewhat
CANE MEHGET.

Once Air and Artillery assets had
dnven the WVA off, Tading's Team was
inserted behind them. His team fol-
howred them for 72 hours, back 1o
Cambadia, calling in Airstrikes the
whaole way. The final airstrike was by
B-52%. The Team capiured a
Seargeant Major from the NVA
Regiment. He was asked why his
troops treated the bodies with some
care. Tad's voice broke as e related
the soldier’s answer. He said because
we are as professional as you. It was
oul of respect for the way those men
conducted themselves against our

overwhelming force,

Even somcone as hard core as Tad
is moved by the gallaniry that young
sobdiers seem to be capable of,

Afier the ceremony the four of us
hiad Dunch with abowt 20017 30d
Troopers, Hopefully we have picked
up a new member a8 STOmes was given
an application. 1t was good seeing
Tadina and though 1 hate to admit i,
Ruckman again,

Jump School Graduation

1 anended my nephew’s Jump
School Graduation on Apnl 27th at
Fon Benpning. | was sccompanied by
my uncle, 11th Airbome- 1946, and my
son, Charlie Bankel spent the day
with us and acted as our unofficial
guide, | was sorry 1o miss Dave
Cummings and Sam Schiro. The
Army sent them w a conference in
Ilinois.

At ihe 250" Towers, [ watched a
lot of guys do the same kind of PLFs
that | used o . Feet, ass and head.
Why i= it that those T-105 are always
going backwards when vou hit?

One thing is a little different from
our time. Apparently if you're female
and a licwenant, you don’t have 1o
complete the mens o graduate. That
same mile doesn't apply 10 enlisted
males or females. 1 guess General
Shinseki hasn't quite completed his
changes for the Feel Good Army.
Here's a suggestion - why not just
make the girls jump rope 1o graduate,

Just a little waming to anyone
planning to amtend a friend or relatives
Jump School Graduation, [ waveled
1000 miles to Fort Benning to find out
that | was not eligible to participate in
the Pinning Ceremony. Only grand-
parents, parents and siblings who were
airbome qualified are allowed.

CGeneral Shinseki should check
this out right away. Eventually some-
one’s Don't ask, Don't Tell Partner is
geing to be offended by this rule.
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O/75 - 7T8TH LRP
Unit Director - Rickey Hogg

Rangers Make History
it-Company O (Arctic Rangers) 75th Infantry-Alaska
ﬂp:ratlﬂn Name-Ace Band Polar Cap

‘Location-The Polar Ice Cap 120 miles nonh of Pr. Barrow
on the Beaufort Sea

" Time-March 4, 1971

Mission-Training-to prepare a small force 1o serve in
search, rescue, first aid, and recovery actions in conjunc-
tion with any flight emergency occurring along trans-polar
airline routes.

Equipment-Full combat gear including snowshoes

Special Equipment-25 fiberglass sleds loaded with stoves,
tents, and rations.

Insertion Method-Parschute from 1250 fi,
on 1o soft carpet of snow

Weather-minus 35 degrees with winds a1 6
knots, and visibility at 15 miles,

Al (500 hrs. On March 4, 1971 three C-
130 aircraft loaded with 124 Airbomne
Rangers, lead by Major George A. Ferguson,
left Elmendorf Air Force Base in route to a
drop zone about 120 miles north of Pt
Barrow on the Beaufon Sca and inside the
Arctic Circle. The mission had been sched-
uled for March 3 but temperatunes ranging
down 10 55 degrees below zero and winds 10
1o 15 miles per hour caused military officials
10 delay the operation. Another C-130 had
left Elmendorf AFB at 0800 hrs loaded with the equipment
that the men would use while on this mission.

Arctic Rangers - Lt. W.T. Anton - Alaska - Dec. 1970

The Rangers parachuted on to the drop zone shortly
after 1200 hrs. And began 1o set up a base camp and estab-
lished patrols o the simulated site of a downed aireraft,
Adter spending the night on the ice cap the men wene
picked up by Army and Air Force Helicopiers and trans-
pored back to M. Barrow. They then boarded C- 130 air-
craft and flown back o Elmendord AFRE.

~ There are 16 commarcial airline flights over the polar
e cap on a daly basis from Alaska 1o Europe. It was
deemed necessany o have a small foree ready to render
AsSISEANCe in case there was an emergency occu rring along
thiesse routes.

This was the first mass paratroop in history onio the
A e pack. For the Bangers, i was o “milssion sccoms
plished.”

Thanks 10 Larry Lee, who was a partici-
pant in the Arctic paratroop, for supplying
several newspaper articles and pictures of
ihe operation. The pietures are black and
white and didn’t come out very well so |
couldn’t use them, [ will be submitting
more information about the Arctic Rangers
in the near futwre,

The O Co, web site 15 up and running and
youl can log on too at
www ol Sthrangercom I'm sull working on
it and making changes. If anyone spots a
mistake or wants (o make suggestions then
please do 50,

I have noticed my computer address list
has really grown i the last 12 months. That
means more and more of us are slaying
contact with one another. Please don™ forget 10 rénew your
membership and remember our sick and disabled Later,
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Written by Terry B. Roderick

Anticipation is building for the 4th Papa Company
Ecunion to be held in Biloxi, Mississippi and the surrounding
ACHn July, I'l] be astending that one with Rick Ehrler { past
Grand Poobah of the 75th RRA.... 1996-98) who is flying in
from Boise, Idaho 1o Orlando, Florida and he and 1 will drive
e Biloxi from here. When we leave there, we ane driving (o
Buoise where Rick will My ( ke has non refundable tickets
and it will give him a break from me) o Tacoma for the
E/50th LEPS EfT5th reunion there, 1'm going to dnve from
Baoise and poin the EF75th guyvs and see of they will Ter me
hang out with them for 2 few days. [ have a few frends in
ithe Seattle prea and will visin the Beckwith's and the
MeDuoffy's, who live in the area. Since I'm taking my H-D
with me, 1 may go back through Sturgis, 5.1 for the rally
there August 6-12 on my way back o Florida, 1 suggest tha
any of you oul there who see a unit having 4
reunion in vour ACQ check with them and see if
you can attend and get 1o know some of the
others who were as craey as you were back in
the 60's and carly 705, How else could they
have gotten ws 10 go 1o some of the places
where they sent us ¥7 1 personally have been
10 many other unit reunions and have always
had a good time and camie away with a few
meore friends and places to flop when in their
AQ's, Talked o Mike Rossi this AM. He

tells me he had the S.W.A.T. team in his yard
the other night. His neighbor pissed him off {
some sor of animal dog vrs cat thing) and he
discharged a weapon in the air theee times (o
show his displeasure before doing anything
drastic he tells me.  Garry Norton is busy with
his photography business, etc. He said he recently won some
sort of International award for his photography endeavors.
He's quite good and also has a school yearbook business thit
keeps him jumping this time of the year. 1 was up in the
Smokics in April doing some motoring about and visited with
Eddie “Huardcore™ Johnston. Kinen, Mick, and Mason in
Janesville, VA, Seems like Nick and Mason were just little
whippersnappers not oo long ago, bt they are growing into
fine young men. I know they are proud of those boys and |
wish they were my own. They're that good. Many of you
have already met them. [ also spent some time with my good
friend from the 4th Division LRP's, James Testenman of
Muarion, VA, The Johnston's are planning to be in Biloxi as
are Steve Printz and Gerald Comelius I'm told, Mot sure
who all else will be there, but | can see that with Steve
Printz, Hardcore, and [ there, it will be ententaining cnough
for me, I'm anxious to see my old wammates again. Steve
was an AQ from the 54 Arty( 151 Bde., 5th Inf. Div. (Mech)
who came to Pf75th with another “leg” FO ( Ronald
Muchlhauser. .. deceased) 1o assist our teams with artillery

- 79TH LRP

SR

support and placement in 1969, They both ended up joining
the company and served extensions in addition to their regu-
lar tours in the Company. Both were outstanding “field sol-
diers” and were welcome additions to our group. Sieve
Printz caught 50 much hell from us that he eventually went 1o
Jump School after he left Vicinam and Pf75th.  He's the first
guy I mwef §n thie COMmpany when | amved and has o :-i-pl.'c"l:ﬂ
spot in my heart. Serving on the same team with him was
my good fortune, Jim Femiano, who was also on this same
team ( TAY 1-5) in &69-T0, has been in toach amd be i alive
and well in Peoria, IL. We're hoping Jim will join us in
Biloxi, Hope you had a nice Mother's Day Mom ! {aka
Muarton Dushane......... she and Duke sdogied me “condi-
tionally™ after my Mom and Dad died a few years back. Yes,
there are strings attached 1)

Please be sure to maoke your reservalions for the reanion
ASAP Jerry Yonko and Mitch Brown will need the informa-
faon {0 assist them in making plans for our
reunion, Terry Bishop and Dave
A o pnsn wr mnsms e haven't heard from
you guys in a while. Just as much my probe-
lem o= yours, | need to find Gregg “Sped”™
Goin, Anvone help me out 777 Riley, 1 hear
you and Spud stay in tooch, 1'mirving o get
James Schooley's (KIA.. ... 1971} sister and
family in touch with some of vou who knew
him personally. 1 had already pissed the NYA
ofl and left by that Gme......eenenenre &0
YES. we { myself and athers who left before
it was completely over) did leave you guys a
hell of a mess o clear up and some pissed off
soldiers on the other side, | recently sent a
check (536.00) for some paperwork (o the
Matenal Archives has that may or may not be
rebevant to us. | ordered this sff and will sce if any of it
may be of interest to anyone. They said 6-8 weeks and it's
been about o month as of this writing { May 1dth, 2001).

Let’s get off our Duffs and get registened for the reunion,
We god a late slant getting the information out, so get in touch
with your close buddies and get them headed that way, If
you've never attended one, you'll be glad you did,

Julyl2-14......... e A BEACH ODDESSY™
Biloxi, Mississippi
Contact:
KAY COUCH.... BRYAN TOURS....... 1-200-647-5206 or

JERRY andfor MARIE YONKO......._.(601)-992-6822 914
Riverchase Dr., Brandon, MS 39047
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REUNION FOR
D-151 LRP RANGER
AUGUST 10, 11 & 12, 2001

It is most important that you make
Amang nts o attend the =151
Reunion immediately.

;'P- ATION: CAMP ATTERBURY.
near Edinburgh Indiana On South 1 65
‘and US 46, 30 minutes south of

I.' i .ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂp'l:l“.'i-

FRIDAY AUG 10 - Golf outing at
12:00, point of contact Tom Blandford
Friday afternoon and evening;
Hospitality a1 King Hall

[ 317-846-6374)

SATURDAY AUG 11 - 1515t Infantry

LRS demonstration, equipment dis-

play, dedication of Sgt. Smith drop
rone, PTSD seminar. Association busi-

€3S meeting.

Dinner speakers: Emment Hiltibrand of

the 75th Ranger Association and Jim

Paiches™ Watson of SEAL fame and

Ranger Class 7 1964,

SUNDAY AUG 12 -- Tour of Indiana
Mational Guard Museum

Make your vacation plans now to
‘attend the reunion. Get in touch with
the Point of Contact, Gary Porter to
receive a registration. He's at 765-
T47-0584. Address is 6121 South
Cowan Rd., Muncic In 47302, email

F
aa R LG M s g, o

A couple of the helicopter pilots of the
“Annic Fannies™ will anend. It will

be interesting to hear what they “real-
Iy thought about us. | only remember
that I hated them when they dropped
us off in the jungle but loved them
When they came (0 retrieve us. [ also
hated those wide tums they made
2,000 feet up and 1 felt my butt sliding
out the door.

Other news
A group of us met at the gravesite of
Rober Smith KIA on the anniversary

—
B

Tret W

" D/151LRP/RANGER

Unit Diren:tur = Tom Blandford

of his death, April 12, 1969, this time
without the CBS cameras filming us,
As always. it was a heart wgging
expenience, Pappy Hayes said aloud
the names of our fllen comrades:
both those killed in Nam and those
whe have died since. The list grows
cach year, Every time we have these
coremonies the uncasy feelings get
stronger. Also attending were Doug
Hagan, Jon Ellis, Damell Holder, Phil
Cravens, Gary Porter, Chuck Eads,
Terry & Yavenne MacDonald,
Forunately we wem back 1o Terry
MuacDonald’s pole barn for some
RER. I'm telling you guys, it is
worthwhile to attend these cere-
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mionics! et in touch with Pappy so
you can attend the next time. Pappy
@ 317 377-9200. He'd like to hear
from you. By the time this issue is
ouil we willl have had Pappy’s birthaday
party, he'll be 74 on May 14 (He can
still drop and do 10}

I received the following note from a
muan | mel recently in my office. He
noticed 1 have a picture of The Wall
behind me. His brother™s name is on
The Wall. | hope you can appreciate
his thoughts about us.

Diear Tom,

Back 31 vears ago when my brother
was killed in Viemeam, [ was 13 and
ot of tonuch with the reality of the
warld as it was. Young men like ny

brother and yonrself went off o a war
that was complex and complicated.
Many (all) of the soldiers had inner
furmoll, ax did the fatlers and moth-
ers, of e righitess and justice of the
CANSe,

The more | have read about that con-
Sict the movee | have come o iinder-
stind

e eanrage and commitment iueck a
fask required. In the face of so much
turmoil back fome our soldiers (you)
gave the supreme sacrifice in energy,
finte, Blood, swear and tears. [ have
mrissed my brother for all these many
vears, more lately than ever before,
But § have always been prowd of him
and fiy sacrifice and the sacrifice of
his conmracdes,

Thongh you never met him, thank you
Sor serving with kim, He served dur-
fng the seame vear as vou, striving for
the same cause. I and onr country are
indebted to vou for what vou endured
Jor s,

You and [ may never meet again nor
have arother comcersation, el [ wan-
ed veur to know that | appreciated
swltad vou fave dore for nie as a@ citr-
zen of this couwntry and a comrade of
iy brotlier:

Tours truly, Phil Lambeny

==

Memories.

Do any of you ever think back to your
thoughts while on guard at night in the
jungle? Do you remember what it was
like 1o be awakened for your tum?
How hard it was to wake up. The
triple canopy would allow only a faint
meoonlight through the trecs and brush,
I would see what could possibly be the
silhowette of a man that 1 would walch
for several minoies, praying that is
wasn't. How long did it 1ake o be
able to distinguish sounds? There was
that “focus of hearing™ to decide
whether the sound was an animal or 4
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man, of the termites. | remember

hearing the termites, they had a soft
crunching sound when they were
close. Then in the moming finding
the underside of the ruck (your “pil-
low™") covered with their din nest, just
inches from your head. Then there
were those nights during the rainy sea-
soq, but 1 seem to have removed from
my memory how uncomforiable that

 Director - Tom Blandford

NGER (CONTINUED)

PR

was, | hated the burden of knowing
the lives of my teammates depended
on my being alert. Do you remember
what a relief it was for your tum at
guand o end, 5o you could force your-
self 10 go back 1o sleep?

Did vou think, like 1 did, “what am |
doing here™?

If you are inferested i wnting an firti-
che for our space here, et me know, |
would appreciate some of you con-
tributing stones,

Are you compuler connected? Go o
www. geocities comd L5 lrnger.

SEE YOU AT THE EEUNION

F/51 LRP
Unit Director - Russell Dillon

I was going through a trunk in the
attic when | came across an old HUR-
RICANE magazine from 1l FIELD
FORCE that has an anicle in it about
Fi51 LRFs. The article was writien
by 5P4 Paul Temple, and is ttled "On
patrol with F Co., 51st Infantry”™, Here
it ES 00 1S entingty.

The Long RBange Patrol (LEP)
{eam gathered in the briefing tent the
night before its ambash mission to go
aver the location of the ambuash site,
raddio frequencics and amillery supporn.
A specialist checked out the team's
equipment and supplics and a helicop-
ter palot pointed out LZ's on the bricf-
ing map and detailed insertion proce-
dure, The patrol leader presented his
plan and asked questions.  After dis-
cussion, the men returned 1o their bil-
lets for fimal prepasations,

Preparations fior a routine patmol?
Mo, bocause LRP teams stay oul for as
long as six days, operating in contested
and enemy controlled areas, Although
they have suppont of the most maodern
army i the world Behind them, mem-
bers of the LRP are in a real sense
alone all the tme they sre out.

Twelve men a “heavy” team, were
on this patrod.  Six-man teams, used
for reconnaissance, svoid contact, The
heavy team secks it, attempling to kill
the enemy in his own territory.  The
team is equipped with enough automat-
ic weapons and ¢claymore mines to

engage and maul a large enemy force
in 4 devastaing ambush,

Members of the team work togeth-
ef, complementing cach other's actions,
But each man is also an individual and
his unigqueness is reflected in his gear.
Exch pack is different, according o the
habits omd physigue of its owaer,

Some cam members prefer the issue
nucksack and frame, while others cut
down the frame and mount the sack

higher than usual, Some use claymone
bags tied together and (o the pack
frame with quick release knots,

Dihers use canvas rucksacks
“serounged” from ARYN sources.
While the cquipment carmied is uni-
form, the maneer in which it is packed
vanes as much as the necksacks them-

selvies,

The object in packing 15 to plice
the weight as close as possible o the
boddy and make it comfiertable. with mo
sharp profrusions nlo the weiner's
back. The equipment is arranged in
order of prionty, Armament, of course,
1% the most accessibie.

At D6 the next moming the tcam
angse, camouflaged them selves and
had breakfast, The choppers- two
shicks and & light fire team escort-
mavied the team o the L2

The first chopper came in and s
passengers made a quick sprnt to the
tree line.  The secomd came in and
there wis another sprint.  The team
drew mo fire; it was a “clean” inserlion,
Then the team wated for an hour for
the Forward Air Observer (FACH 1o
come overhead and establish contact.

The team assumed its order of
march and moved out through heavy
bamboo and undergrowth. Progress
was show, with frequent stops 1o check
pasition with the FAO by mirror and
radio signals and listen for the cnemy.
The dry season had made the under-
brush and bamboo brittle and absolue
stlence was impossible.  But davlight
sounds, restling leaves and broken
twigs. don't carry like coughs, clanking
of metal or voices, There were no
UNMECESSArY sciimds,

After three hours, the team had not
reached the ambush site and the FAD
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decided 1o establish a perimeter
all clearing near a stream.

ter and patrol members, soaked with
cal sprawled in the grass among the
et A few manutes Buter a WO was
spolied down stream filling a water

|- pa » e was less than 35 meters away.

e point man from the LRP climbed a
msp-mll'hcmm:.rmdnwnsmll
campfire and poncho spread for a sun-
. Headquaners decided 1o keep
|'I| pun:ul in the clearing to ambush the
WC when he retumed for water and
wound him, if possible to take prisoner,
The wait, the greatest part of a
ILRP, began.  Twelve people huddled
an A smiall circle, not communicating,
rming cither (o leep, introspection or
"8 microscopic examination of the tiny
v iverse around them, There were
shoppers of different hues, red ants
hting black ants and sounds from

ds and cricketls,

As darkness settled, each man
‘cleared the area his body covered of

=
4

Fi51st LRP

GREETING:

] mines were el around the perime-

Unit Columnist: Bill “Teacup’ Houser
TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS,

anything that might make noize as he
slept. At dusk, when the jungle
slipped into night, sounds became dis-
tinct, Men tghtened ot cach one, then
relaxed as an insect noise or wind in
the trees was recognized, Much later,
something unnatural moved in the
brush not far away. It was impossible
ter tell how far away- darkness had
removed all size from the tiny clearing.
Then Nashlights shone through the
trecs and seven VO moved through one
el of the clearing, silhouctted by
Mares in the distance, The team held
its breath, but the VIO passed and
rersoved the possibility of o firefight
and a termfying night extraction.

LEFs have found that firefights at
night ane unsatisfactory unless the team
i= in position for an ambush,

The night settled again, left to the
inseets, the brecze and the birds, The
team pulled guard in shifis, waiting for
dawn when the VIO are likely 10 attack.
Dawn passed with no attack. The
team lay in the clearing all day and into
the next night, The stillness was bro-

. gl

ken by small arms fire close 10 the
team position and gun ships sent death
through the trees and anillery moaned
ovierhemds,

Headquarters, over the radio,
announced that another LRP team had
made contact and been extracted. The
patrol would be picked up early in the
moming because infaniry was going 1o
swsep the area.

There are two wiays 10 move in the
Jungle, quickly or quietly. The LRP
used the same LE for extraction as they
had for insertion but, while it took
three hours to reach the clearing, it
foak 12 minutes i relum,

The extraction was uneventiul bat
all members of the patrol scemed dis-
appointed that there had been no con-
tact and no opportunity to take a pris-
oner,  There was no disappointment
about returning to showers and hot
micaks,

Russ Dillon = Unit Darector FAS1 LEP
Commo

Served™ is steadily gaining in sales. 1 bought the book when it
first came gut | was impressed with the rewrite and especially
the segment on what happened after Don DEROS'd the hard
way. Even the 199th LIB Nam Vets are interested in it in that
we were OPCON w them on many 0ocasions nod [0 mention

Al the request of Russ Dillon ["ve been asked 1o do this col-
umn again. What you have here is what I've got 1o pass out,
Nimiated as it is.

- Well, for Gene and Ted up there in AK, we now have a new
LIS pn:udeu: Fortunately we still have the same First Sergeant,
*Psycho” visited the Boss and said he's doing well, Simone is
going to visit him on 18 May and per her E-mail she intends 1o
get him out of Fayettenam for a while and take him to the beach.
sure wish I was going on that trip! ! (Hi Boss!)

. By the way, ‘Psycho® will be atiending the NY “Palice
odres” i June. Per his E-mail of today he was hit 3 times with
& stun gun while in training for this event, He said he liked it?

He did say thm!!!!

. This in from Maureen Lovick: “Let the LEP Rangers know
hey can purchase the series Spec Ops without the commercial
iierruptions. [t comes in a nice serics of three tapes housed in a
reautiful gold case for 39.99. It can be found at this web
I-IIi r![l I-I I | : ._]. :

'J'u.l crrAme L) |
=il IduulgﬂmchmChmmtmlwmm:hhm
-1 ﬂusmld-dn: but I hear it"s focused on the 10151

LA P o] e i1

l'rn extremely proud for us all that Don Hall’s rewrite of *1

their Reaction Forces who bailed us out. There seems o be some
confusion about how 10 onder this book about us so I'll st the
record straight now, Trafford Publishing, 1-888-232-4444, For
-l:mnpu.!l:ﬂjnﬂ:- Sales @ Trafford Com. The documentary film
abowt ug, “Silent Victory™ won a *Bronze” out of 11,000 entrants
af the “Telly Awnnds™ festival thas year.

Choek "Priest” Luczynski's son Mart has carmed his “blood
wings' and is participating in the “pre-Ranger program at
Benning. "Priest” and “Teacup® ane very prowd of this young
man, as ['m sure we all are. Gentle winds and soft landings to
Man Luczynski, “Continue Mission® Man!

I"'m soary 1o report that ot this time [ have no Class A infor-
mation on the reunion that is 1o be held in Las Vegas sometime
in October of this year. 1 do not know who the man on the

is in Vegas. For those of you who keep asking me,
mIM\*mlnc]u:umhﬂwwmﬂpMI&ﬂﬂpﬂ
repel Viegas without a "plan’ and time is growing short for that
kind of a plan!

Bill *Teacup” Houser

6100 5. Madison, Hinsdale IL 60521
(630) 323-0031

E-Mail = Teakupl 7@ a0l com
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HOQ/75TH RANGER REGT
Unit Director - Vacant

—
- —

COL KEEN

Fellow Rangers, Emmett asked that [ submit an anti-
cle to the Patrolling Magazine. So with the deadline
facing me, 1 wanted 1o make sure [ honored his
request with the primary purpose to say thanks for all
that our veterans have done and continue 1o do for
our Rangers. First, to serve as the 11th Colonel of the
Regiment has been not only an honor but also, more
importantly, it has been a privilege 1o be able 1o serve
along side the best warmiors in our Army. General
Abrams’ charter has been and continues to be ful-
filled --- These warriors are recogmized wherever
they go as the best light infantry n the
world and “Lead The Way™ way in
everything they do. Our Rangers contin-
ue to “Lead The Way™ in our Army, par-
ticularly in maintaining a high state of
combat readiness: ready to deploy any-
where in the world, no-notice, and
defeat our nation's enemies. Below are
Just a few of the magor operations and
training exercises Rangers have execut-
¢d over the last year: RRD Team 2 con-
ducted combat Reconnaissance and
Surveillance missions in Kosovo for 4
months (Dee 00 — April 01). With this
operation. RRD wrote another chapier in
Ranger history as it was the first such combat opera-
non by a RRD Team. It was also the I:nng-r::-;[ deploy-
ment to a combat zone for Rangers since the reacti-
vation of 1st Ranger Batalion in 1974, Deployments
for Training to the following OCONUS locations:
Ecuador, Korea, Kuwait, Jordan, Canada, Balikatan,
Thailand, and France. Four Emergency Deployment
Readiness Exercises to locations such as Fi,
Campbell, KY; Fi. Pickeut, VA and Camp Blanding,
FL. Four Ranger Battalion Airfield Seizure mult-lat-
eral exercises and four Ranger Battalion Air Assault
Live-Fire Exercises where each Ranger Company
executed both day and night live-fire air assaull raids.
Three Joint Readiness Exercises where the readiness
of Ranger units was validated on key go-to-war mis-
sion tasks. Today as [ write this note we have
Rangers training in Balikatan; Thailand; France; Fi.
Knox, KY: Ft. Lewis, WA; and Fi. Benning, GA, on

individual and collective skills that will ensure
Rangers stay combat ready. Over the last eight
months, while our Rangers have continued to conduct
operations and training around the world, the Ranger
community and our Army have been dealing with the
announcement that the Army will adopt the Black
Beret as it standard headgear on 14 June, 2001. As a
result of the Army’s decision to adopt the Black
Beret, [ announced on 16 March, that the 75th
Ranger Regiment would transition to the Ranger Tan
Beret. This will occur on 26 July, as pan of the
Regimental Change-of-Command ceremonics.
Additionally, | have requested that the President of
cach of the Ranger Associations take part in a veteran
Tan Beret ceremony on 26 July, 1600
Hrs, at the Ranger Memorial. This is
the beginning of a new ¢ra in Ranger
History, an era that will be symbolized
by the Ranger Tan Beret. The Black
Beret has served as the most visible
symbol of Rangers in the 20th Century;
it will always have a special place in
Ranger history. Like the Black Beret,
the Ranger Tan Beret will be the most
visible symbol of Rangers in the 21st
Century. It acknowledges that Rangers
are distinct within our Army and are
expected 1o “Lead The Way.” The pur-
pose of the Ranger veteran Tan Beret ceremony, on
26 July, is to acknowledge the unity among the
Ranger community and the fact that the Ranger Tan
Beret will serve as a symbol of that unity between
Rangers of the past, present, and future. Please join
the Ranger Regiment during this year's Ranger
Rendezvous as we honor the past and pave the way
for Rangers to continue 10 “Lead The Way™ for our
Army in the 21st Century. [ wish 1o thank all mem-
bers of the T5th Ranger Regiment Association for
their service o our nation and support you continue
to provide 1o today’s Rangers. RLTW! Keen, 11th
Colenel of the Regiment,

-5
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James P. Kinney

Greeting s fellow Rangers. A few things to repont this

. First, congratulations go out to Ranger David Neilsen
accomplishing what he set out to do, road marching all

y from FL. Benning to Washington DC to get the mes-
t for the Black Beret. Ranger Neilsen has been

e & life membership in our association for his effons.
Ne thank all those who contributed in suppont of this mis-

L Next, we send out big Hooaahh, 1o CSM (Retired)

1 E. Purdy who was nominated and clected into the
Hall of Fame. CSM Purdy was my Platoon Sgt. in

e Co. back in 1980, He came 10 us from Charlie’s

5. If memory serves me comecily, at that point in his
the Purd had 14 years in the Army, 12 of which were

ger units and 2 in SFOD. He was an original. | met

h Ranger Purdy again in 1984 when I attended the
paster course al FL Benning, He was then 156G of
STH. CSM Purdy completed a 27-year career in the
my and retired in 1993, He is cumrently in the Middle
Ea8t training Airbome and Ranger troops,

4 al projects are in the works, There is a committes
ing on updating and reviewing the associations

ution and by-laws. Once this is completed, the mem-
hip will be advised of the proposed changes and will get
ote on them as an associstion. More information will be
ed in upcoming P‘:Im![ing articles. Another project we
Lo get started on is the Gold Star Mothers. Any Ranper
| our unit that was KIAS will have the honor of having
‘Mothers inducted into the association 55 an associate

y This is our small way of hononng their sacnfice,

d 10 show the families that we as an association of Rangers
not forgotien their fallen Ranger. [ fully support this
avorand need your help, We need 1o somehow contact
families of the Rangers who were KIA'd in the various
aflicts, missions and wars that our unit has participated in.
Anyone who has such information please forward it 1o me.

" 1ST BN, 75TH RANGER REG
lJmt Dimlu: James Kinney

L_:-.—uu—.ﬁ"lh—l—.

1st Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment
By CPT Kenneth J. Burgess

- The following are some of 15t Banalion's recent activities. Rangers have continued to display their mental toughness in a
mber of grucling physical competitions. A total of eight (8) Rangers from the 15t BN competed in the Best Ranger
sompetition held the weekend of April 27th a1 Fi. Benning, GA. Three teams consisting of 1/75 Rangers finished in the top

& They were: 4th Place, SGT Kevin McGurk who competed with SGT Waeechter from REGT; Tth Place, SGT Louis

s who competed with SGT Jeremy Waechter from REGT; 10th Place, SGT Brandon Millard and SPC Jonathon

¥. On April 1, 2001 we had a team of Rangers finish first in the “heavy” category (35 Ib. Rucksack) at the 12th
‘Bataan Memorial Death March held a1 White Sands, New Mexico. The march consisted of 26.2 miles through hilly,

y, desert terrain. The team consisted of $SG John Pugh, SGT Louis Sisneros, SGT Kevin McGurk, and SGT Brad

rd. The team finished 18 minutes ahead of the 8 time champion team from England.

Any Ranger, who would like o be on a committes 1o work
on this project, please contact me as well.

There was an inquiry some time back on what happened
to the photos that were taken last reunion at the Ranger Ball,
I have been informed that the photos are at the 1/75th §-5.
The telephone number there is (912) 352-5077. The former
5-5, Capt. Pearson informed us that the photos that had no
address were placed in the 5-5 office. If an address is pro-
vided, they will gladly mail them out. If for any reason any-
one has a problem receiving the photos, let me know. 1 can
check on this when [ visit Savannah for the June 7th Ranger
Ball, hosted by the 1/75th at the Savannah Civie Center.
Also on June 6th there will be a Banner Day ot Daffin Park in
Savannah,

I plan on leaving as Unit Director effective at our nexi
reunion. | wanted 1o give plenty of notice 10 you and o
allow time for a replacement. Any Ranger in good standing
wilh the association can be a Unit Director from that unit.
The responsibilities of Unit Director are: 2 member of the
board of directors, panicipates in decisions of the association,
mainains communication with association officers, writes
unit article for the Patrolling magazine, responds to informa. b
tion and inquirics related to the association 1w present and
prospective members, assigned to commiltees when needed
by the dssociation, maintains communication with unit memn-
bers. and a host of other tasks, all a1 no expense 1o the associ-
ation, Any Rangers interested please notify me at my ¢-mail
or telephone listed on ihe association offices’s List in the
Patrolling magaxine. Lastly, | want 1o welcome Capl.
kenneth J. Burgess as the new 1/75th 5-5. As a unit director
it 15 the Bn. 5-5 who we have regular contact with reganding
17 5th affnirs and activities, 1 look forward to working
together with Capt. Burgess and wish him all the success in
his mew assignment. BRLTW,

James B Kinney
IF75TH Unit Director
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We are requesting your assistance in the following matter, If you have had dealings with our former quartermaster, ordered items, or
had any dealings in which any of the following occumed, please notify the editor. My e-mail, home address and telephone number
are o the front of the magazine.

1. Ordered items and found that the eredit card charge was more than it should have been.
2. Retumed items because they wene the wrong sine, color, etc. & did nol receive a replacement or refund.

3. Oxdered items that were charged 1o a credit cand or paid for by check, which subsequently was cashed, and the items
were not received,

If any of the above happencd o vou, of something ¢lse mol coversd above, thal had a negative affect, please el me know.

John Chester

I"'_' " VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

L — By Jim McLaughlin

Hello All,

Due to personal problems | missed the last issue but I'm BACK and ready to zo to work. (Emmelt are you listen-
ipg} In the last issue they printed the picture of my family and 1. 1 thought that | would give vou a little more informa-
ton about them.  When 1 was assigned to the 75th Regiment in 1988, my oldest son was already in 3rd Baualion.
Shortly thereafter my other son Jason was assigned 1o the Ist Battalion. With me being the OPS SGM. both my boys
caught hell. Fortunately for me they were gone when we went to Panama, because worrying about two sons jumping in
would have been a bit much. My daughter was a butter bar Military Police Platoon Leader in the Gulf War assigned to
guard onc of the POW compounds. OFf course the sons and [ stayed home, but if we didn't hear it when she got home to
tell us how she upheld the family name. TYPICAL OFFICER. But it was then and even now that they continee 1o
make me very proud of them.

1 would I'tli:el o tell you a liule story about a young soldier that was in L Co. 75th in Vietnam during the time I was
there. The first time I noticed him he was sitting on the steps holdin £ a letter from home and crying. He looked like ﬁ:
was about 15 yrs -nld._ I sat down and asked him what the problem was, The kid handed me his letter and [ read it
The letter was from his parents. They had disowned him because he jeined the army and volunteered for "-'ir:lrhnm : I
::;1::} 1:;::; :'1;1 TJLLE :.rni- 31‘1:' a.nd in a combat company and his parents told him this, 1 did not really kn-m:; 1.1.'1:|nt o

g I did notice was that the bright life that S0eina S EVES W . /
Witk r:ln::.s:ld I’mnll the: company for falling asleep while on watch in i‘;f:ﬁcld. nit:l;ﬂhl:—:;ﬁ:ny:: ;:gsm .;.::::““;‘T::I fli}g |
heard of this soldier is that he was sent 1o a line company in the 101st. In 1974 I ran into Ron Edwards at F; B:nnii:g

Iuncimdai.rji;dnu:;lt .mr.mm:::ﬂm inhlzig I_:ll:rs. I wmed around and went in.  On the wall with his picture was his cita-

of youth. His name was FnuJ:E :tl :::nﬂ;:rl i nnl;im"”m?‘"?d the young kid sitting on the steps crying.  What a waste
g . enico but those :

was given - “Sniffles”. See you next time. R Lra-éﬁmﬂml. “C;; I.wnuld remember him better by the code name be

T



PATROLLING - SUMMER 2001

Change of Command- CPT John M. Paganini took command of C Co. from CPT Michail 5. Heurter on April 1%th.

- ] T ——

Change of Responsibility- 15G. Damrin J. Bohn took over as 15G A Co. from 158G Bradley K. Meyers on April 13th.

Training- A Co participated in the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference (JCOC) at Fr. Bragg, NC from 19-24 April. They
conducted a combined arms LFX for diplomats, politicians, ¢tc to educate civilians on our capabilitics. They then remained at
Fr. Bragg until May 3rd for marksmanship training. 7-11 May was RSOV (Ranger Special Operations Vehicle) Gunnery at Ft.
Stewart where they refined their mounted battle drills and maintained their proficiency on the ME-19 and .50 Caliber.

B Co has remained busy throughout April and May with a Machine Gun Baule Rautle, CQB. AMT and Demo training.
From 7-11 May they conducted a Machine Gun Support by Fire, LFX.

C Co sent its 3rd Plt to Ecuador for Jungle Training from April 23 10 May 4. The rest of the company conducted marks-

manship training at Fr. Picke, VA,

HHC sent its combined Sniper Platoon 1o the French Mountain Warfare School followed by participation in the Normandy

Celebration from May 19 10 June 8.

Upcoming Evenis- The Baualion is conducting a Mass Tactical Airbome Assault during the Hunter Army Airfield Open
House on May 26 a1 1300, This is an event open to the public. June 6 is our Semi-annual Banner Day being held at Dailin
Park. Savannah. Come cheer for your favorite company! June Tth is 1st Baualion's Annual Ranger Ball being held a the
Savannah Civic Center in the heart of the historical district. It should be quite the gala event for active and retired Rangers
alike!

Rangers Lead the Way!

CFT Kenneth J. Burgess
S3=5, I7T5h REGT

2ND BN, 75TH RANGER RECT
: _l.inil Director - Rich Hecht :

I'm taking a little break from writing a long unit director
article 1o spend some time with my family, My wife Cindy
and [ had our second child, Alison, on Apnl 27th. He joins
our twosyear-old son Justin and 7-yvear-old chocolae Lab,
Darby. (The dog gets mad when | don’t include him.) In
preparation for this, 1 asked some of our members (o send me
some of their HOOAH storics for your enjoyment. This is a
feature that I would like 1o inclode in future issues of
Patrolling. You can write about whatever you would like 1o,
some of it can even be true! Send it 1o me and 1 will include
it in future issues, A few other things need 10 be addressed
before the entertainment, first, if you have email, write to
Ranger Ken Kovae and ask to be added to our 275 email
update list. He needs your full name and that you want on the
fist. kkovac@ aol.com. Next, is membership. You will be
reading this in about June or so and membership is due.
Association membership runs summer 1o summer and we
can’t carry you on the roster if you don’t pay up. You ane the
life blood of this organization and for every few new guys
that join a couple don’t renew or forget to let us know when
they move and we lose comact. We simply can't exist that
way. AND GET YOUR BUDDIES TO JOIN TOO! It's only

323 a year and 15 the best way o keep informed on the hap-
penings in the manger community.

EXTENDED FTX

I remember when a grennde was “lost” during field exer-
ciseflive fire training. | was pretty darn new to the unit ot the
time. And it was a bad time not 10 be "iabbed”. When the
NCOs were counting up all of the ammo and grenades they
thought that ene was missing. From that point on we were
held oot in the field until the grenade was found.

During that two or three weeks it got very monotonous,
Theere was not a lot to do. The NCOs tried 1o keep us busy
with training but soon they got weary of being held out in the
field as much as anyone else. One of the members of our pla-
toon decided that we would improvise and play some hase-
ball. After all we were locked out in the field during the play-
offs and World Series. So someone came up with a tape ball
that we used as the baseball. A 2x4 was made into a
makeshill bat with the help of a K-Bar knife. It was all fun
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.'-_“::_'I. the ball as he was eating chow. Needless to say [ did a
lot of pushups.

y Being the ETO I was able 1o listen 1o some of the World
Series on the PRC-77. It wasn't great as far as receplion but 1
was a big baseball fan 50 it was better than nothing.

- When the Baitalion Commander made s road march in
for a Bartalion level meeting we were quite upset. The whole
E- mpany looked pretty ragged and weary when we showed
iirt,'.' and tired afier two weeks in the field with no show-

. Everyone did it without a question. Then we were grant-
d'a four hour block 1o shower and shave in the barracks.
And then we marched right back out to the range.

-

E Though it was quite a pain in the butt being out there in

he field with lintle to do I remember it fondly now. 1 don't

ik I will ever experience something like that again. Tha
gre pnf,;uys stuck it out together, passed the time and got

-"' ong amazingly well. I could not imagine being locked out

n lh'; field with all of the officers in my precinet without

s and fights many times a day. It just puts in per-

. w“wuucbnnd.ﬁlhm“hmdmﬂangemlhm no one

e but people in those types of units make.

NEWBIE

* In September of 1978 1 stood at the assembly area of
friar Drop zone and was awarded my Jump Wings, [t was a
nesday morming. The pride we all felt, then the hand

g5, then the Black Hats yelling at us 1o board the cattle
1o our company areas. Back 1o the cables, We had
mpleted a course few would have. We were Airbome!
areal now [ have my wings. I'm somebody. Wrong, 1 get
tlected for chute shakeout detail. So much for feeling spe-

A few days later I'm given my orders to repont to FL

fis Washington, the 59-something replacement detach-
-"*i m on my way. I arrive at SeaTac in my class A's, new

pit ] jump boots, and less than Hooah gamrison cap,

el bag in tow. I board the bus 1o FL. Lewis. At the

ment Detachment I'm given bedding and a place 1o

bk-as well as a load of paperwork and instructions. All the
amared al the total lack of yelling and being told what

‘ actually just spoke in normal tones. Still not

nd games until 1 hit my squad leader in the back of the head

sure of what 1'd volunteered I'r.rr | kept my mouth shut and
did as was told, not mentioning where | was o go nexl. Here
| met Chuck Soileaw. (sormy about the spelling) He also was
10 g0 to 2d Bart., he informed me. I remember seeing him in
our jump school class, We only speculated as to the training
we were about to start. Our guesses were quickly quelled by
the vast knowledge of the permanent party and other legs at
the 59 something ch-l:m‘:mcnl Detachment. Over the next
few days we were in this leg land limbe, they tried 1o fill our
heads will all kinds of wild stories of the training we were
about te embark on. Yea Right! The uninformed speaking of
the unknown, But we soon found out. A few days later, a5 we
sat around the area, out names are called and we meet with
some SGT wearing o Black Beret and slash pocket cammies.
Highly starched 1 might add. At this point [ still had no clue
that the Berets or for that matter, cammies were 1o be part of
our uniform. He informs us to prep to move out. We grab our
gear and follow this SGT out 1o a vehicle and load up. Not so
bad [ think. We soon pull up 10 the battalion anca.... It's very
quiet. Doesn't seem 1o be anyone around, We get shuffled up
to PAC and immediately the yelling stans by some PAC Spec
4. The papers flying. copics of orders all over the place, now
go sit by tha desk. [ go through vet another mound of paper-
work. Soon more Rangers appear and haul us off 1o tour new
companies. Al a double-time across the quad of course,

Al the barracks a sign "Charlie Company 2d Bn (Ranger)
75th Inf™ "on a tall log built entry (o the barracks. As we
approach, | notice the black and yellow painted rocks and the
pull-up bars next 1o the sidewalk. I knew what the bars are
for, but the rocks? (Later I'd find out) We enter the orderly
room and are wld 1o sit. [ remember being greeted by 1 SGT
Denovan. Seems to be and OK guy, [ figure. All the time
standing at parade rest, mind you. We are asked our MOS's,
and in turn, [ inform the 1 SGT that P'm a 13E! A hush falls
over the room, a 13 what? Well, U'm wold, "we don't have any
arty here, but we do have the next best thing tae »u: ' Cool,
great, the 90, what's a 207 In doe tme 'l find out, God [ hate
it when they say that! Youll be on Chester Hill's gun team!
Like I had a choice. Soileau is an 11 C, no problemo, he goes
1o the mortars.

On to the platoon area. We haul or gear back across the
qund, over (o a building that has a sign that reads “Sth
Aviation” Hmm, oh well, in we go, and up the stairs, Charlie
Company is empty. I'm told this was my room. Soilean goes
somewhere else. The rooms are not really clean but a far ery
from spit shined, With no one there 1o tell me what 1o do, |
wail, and wait. Hours later, SGT Little is hollering up and
down the halls. 1 had just become a “volunteer™. SGT Little
has me get whatever gear [ could muster and we head 1o the
arms roons. He drows an M-14, [ a 16, He finds another "vol-
unteer™ and we load into a vehicle. I's dark by the time we
arrive al our destination. 1 find that we are a1 one end of an

AT
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SGT Littke plants the one troop at this end of the bridge and
he and T cross o the other side. He positions me under some
brush and says he's goin® huntin! for Chaslie Co. I strain (o
sec anything. my ears hearing every critter on Fr. Lewis,
Later | hear SGT Lintle retum, He then has me follow him.
As we jog down a dirt road. we are met by a flash and a
boom! Sticks. twigs, rocks and pebbles engulf us inflicting
pain. Through the ringing in my cars | hear muffled laughter
from the direction of the blast. Linle is screaming ol some-
body named Coward or Hill as he fires his M= 14 into the
ireeline and the offending pipe humpers. 1 had just been
introduced to the 90. Later, or earlier the next day, we retum
1o the company area, clean and tum in our weapons, A day
later | met my mew platoon and gun feam.

After a week or 30 after a visit 1o CIF and Ranger 1ssue,
[ was told 10 report to RIP. Ah ves, Ranger Indoctrination
Program. In our OD issue fatigues and patrol caps, we report-
ed o our instructors over al the PT pit in front of Alpha
Company ready for inspection, There was about twenty or so
of us in the class, Compass, Ranger Handbook, note pad and
pen. Push-ups were, of course, the order of the day for every
and any infraction. As we assumed the “front leaning rest
position”, a window of A Co. slowly opens. Cut pop three

e P —
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(CONTINUED)

heads with, of all things, Mickey Mouse ears on, one sporing
a trumpel. TA, DA, DA, DAT ... TA, DAURRIIII-

Our RIP instroctors, doing all they can to keep from
Inuf_hing_ comtinue their verbal abaoe at ue, This 1s more of
what [ expected, Every morning at first formation of BIF, we
were grecied by those three and their trumpet, Back then RIP
was only a week long and was held in the Battalion area. We
were taught all the history, customs and courtesics of our
Banger Baitalion, as well as basic patrolling, aniforms and
equipment, classroom and ficld instruction, and all the
harassment one could It into one wieck. | wonl say it was
very difficult vet we did loose a few RIFics, bul it's one of
those memaries 11 cherish for as long as 1 five

I mever did gel o know who the three H'_'.n;_.:n:r'-\. (o A
Co, that greeted us every mormung, but I'd like (o thank them
where ever they arg, these twenly of 50 years later

Jelt Pribyl
Co. C 275
1978 19380

3RD BN, 75TH RANGER REGT
Unit Director - Peter Squeglia

Hello 1o everyone! | know it has been awhile since we
have had an anticle updating our training and other cvents
that have gone on in the battalion. | will cover what has gone
on within the battalion since the beginning of the year and
hopefully that will get everyone current on the status of 3d
Ranger Battalion.

The battalion took leave late this past vear becanse we
were the Ranger Ready Force over the Christmas and New
Year's holidays. The battalion did ot take leave until the
middie of January,

In the first part of the year, three companies changed
commanders. Prior (o everyone signing out on leave, MAJ
William Butler relinquished command of Alpha Company to
CPT Matt Seifert, who came over from HHC afier being the
54 and will join 15G Kevin Martin. After block leave, MAJ
Steve Gilland relingquished command of Brave Company 1o
CFT Dan Wilson who was previously the $3 Air. CPT Wilson
will join 15G Hu Rhodes on the command team, Following
right after Bravo Company. MAJ Mike Foster relinguished
command of Charlie Company 10 CPT Shawn Daniel who

was the Training Officer. He is joining with 158G Frank Coke.
HHC ix comprised of CPT Chris Stone and 185G John Bumns,

In March, the battalion deploved 1o Fort Picken, Virginia
amd got to enjoy some northem weather, Throughout the
operation, each company panicipated in airborne operations,
a5 well as a MOUT attack, and platoon live fire raids. Alpha
Company seemed to have drawn the shoet end of the straw, as
anytime the weather seemed to turn for the worse, they hap-
pened to be out in the field. Some say the cold weather and
ran makes you wugher, | am sure Alpha Company could
have come up with other ways of getting tough. It did how-
ever turn out t0 be a great training event for the Rangers and
prepared them for the upcoming trining cycle that would be
one continuous event after another.

Two weeks back from the deployment to Fort Pickett and
the Rangers were back 1o doing what they do best, irining
for combat operations. For two weeks the Companics frmned
up for the Fixed Wing (FW) and Rotary Wing (RW) Bilateral
Training Exercises by following a training path that allowed
cach company to validate their Standing Operating
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I"n]lcﬂlldl"::'.i (SOPs) and battle drills. They then immediately
;ump-:d right into the FW missions with two Airficld
Seirures. It was a great training event as the banalion had
m:!u:hnum of Abrams Tanks and Bradley Fighting Vehicles.
This gave many of the Rangers the opportunity to work with
some of the Army’s conventional forces—something they do
not usually get to do. The banalion also conducted Non-

Combatant Evacuation Operations (NEO) as a part of the
training event.

Three days afier finishing up FW wraining. the battalion
participated in a RW exercise. During this training event,
cach company participated in a company air assault live fire
raid and a company MOUT air assault attack with the acsis-
tance of the United Sates Army and Air Force Special
Operations Aviators. During the live fire raid, many new
Rangers experienced for the first time the firepower available
to the Rangers as many of battalion's fire support assets came
to join in the training. For the live fire portion of the exer-
crsg, the Rangers attacked a fonified compound, which had
tanghe foot, concertina wire, and a chain link fence surround-
ing a trench line with bunkers and buildings on it. During the

or - Peter Squeglia

e P W —
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MOUT attack. the Rangers got a different look as they went
against an enemy in an urban environment which was com-
plimented with about thinty 16 forty civilians on the batile-
field (COBs). This demonstrates the wide spectrom in which
the Rangers can operate.

A few weeks after completion of Rotary Wing Bilateral
training, the batalion will participate in a Joint training exer-
cise with sister units in order to further validate the combat
capability of the unit. When the battalion returns, Rangers

will get a well deserved break by going on block leave, but
not before the battalion change of command.

On 27 June 2001, LTC James C. Nixon will relinduish
command of 3d Baualion to LTC Stefan J, Banach who will

have completed command of 3-15th Infantry (Mechanized) at
Fort Stewan, Georgia.

I hope this brings everyone up to speed. We would like
to thank all the Veteran™s for their continued suppont. Enjoy
the summer. Rangers Lead the Way!

LRRP DETACHMENT-3RD ID
Unit Director - Michael M;Eliumck

Jed 1D LERP Detachment
By Mike McClintock,
Unit Director

This past week as | sat waiching
the History Channel’s presentation
of Special Operations “LERPS™ and
“Recondo School,” 1 reflected back
on what it was that made LRRPs
special people. and how after all
these years there is still a strong
bond of brotherhood among all of
the LRRP, LRP and Ranger units of
the past 50 or more years, | was

Rep. Bob Kemrey's Navy SEAL team
at Thanh Phong. No one but those
who wiere there will ever know what
actually happened at Thanh Phong,
but the media used this as an excuse
o resurrect the bogeyman of “LU.S.

il . Eeliam

Victnam amounts 1o nothing more
than a clear bias against those who
servied in Vietnam, and the ULS. mil-

ilary in general,

Let me tell you why [ feel this
wav. | was bom in the middle of
World War I1. and [ grew up believ-
ing that the good mav === 5 wore
white hats and the bad guys always
wore black hats (cowboy hats, not
berets). | was almost seven years
old when the Korean War started
and among my carlicsl memones ang
pictures of dead Gls lying frozen in

proud to see the accomplishments of
the Vietnam LRRP/LRP/Ranger
unils presented in a positive light
when s0 much of what we see in the
media today is short-sighted, biased
and, more often than not, outright
propagandistic.

~ Acase in point is the commo-
Bon over the purported actions of

—

atrocities in Vietnam,” including My
Lai (again). This is a tired old theme
that that is dragged out from ume to
time by leflist activists to maintain
the myth of Vietnam as an immoral
war, and to justify their lack of par-
ticipation therein, But to my mind,
the constant rehashing of these inci-
dents without placing them in the
context of the overall situation in

a roadside ditch with their hands tied
behind their backs with commo
wire. They had been captured and
executed by the North Korcans/Red
Chinese. Pretty powerful stuff for a
seven year-old, but as | got older |
read about WWII and the Battle of
the Bulge. At a place called
Malmedy the Germans executed
captured Gls in a similar manner.

- —_—
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My point is that unless you have
studied history, and not the kind of
history that they teach in school
today, you would not know of these
events and the media®s penrayval of
Thanh Phong would only give you
one side of the story. Former
Secretary of the Navy, James Webb,
commented on the Kermey story and
cited the example of a VT assassina-
tion team attacking a peaceful meet-
ing of villagers in the hamlet of My
Loc, where a number of innocent
men, women and children were
killed. An event that was likely
never reported by the media. Webb
goes on (o say that “For many who
went through extensive combat in
Vietnam (the second gucssing by
journalists) brings back an anger
caused by memories nol of the war
but of the condescending amogance

PD
Unit Director.. Michael McClintock

CHMENT-3RD ID (CONTINUED)

directed at them upon their retum,
principally by people in their own
age group who had risked nothing,
and yet microscopically judged
every action of those who had risked
everything and often lost a great
deal.”

[ stand with Webb and Kerrey,
and beligve that for every My Lai
and Thanh Pheng there are probably
a hundred or more My Locs that
were never reported.  How many
times have you heard about My L
lately in companison o the Tet
offensive in Hue, where the
VONVA purposely slaughtered an
csmuied 5,000 civilians, including
public officials, school teachers and
olher community leaders? At the
endd of the History Channel’s presen-
tation on the Mike Force and the

Montagnards, it was noted that after
the fall of Saigon in 1975 the forces
of “liberation” systematically
slaughtered some 65,000
Montagnard tribesmen. 11l shed a
tear for the “victims™ of Thanh
Fhong when [ get a full accounting
of our MIA in Vieinam, ond when
Jane Fonda apologizes for Tet and
the I-cllhng fieldz of Cambodia.,

On a highter note, 1 would like
o know who the boeo was who was
supposedly pulling rear security for
the LERP icam shown on the
History Channel, and whose exposed
dog 1ags were flashing in the sun-
hight as he wmed © run into the
bush? If yvou dudn’t catch that,
vou're losing it Bro!

. e e

ARVN RANGER ADV, (BDQ)

Unit Director - Mike Martin
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Fellow Rangers and Co Vans:

Allow me the space in this anticle 1© reminisce on

He went on 1o become a major general, and the ranger

the forming of the modermn—day ranger battalions and

the Best Ranger Competition held at Fort Benning on

27—30 April 2001

“It"s a great day to ¢xcel.” exclaimed
Lieutenant Colonel Kenneth Leuer, 1o a
tormation of selected officers, noncom-
missioned officers, and enlisted rangers
some 27 yvears ago. “You have been hand-
picked to form the nucleus of the 1st of
the 75th Ranger Battalion the first
ranger battalion activated since World
War I1.°

Lever informed the small group, that
they would be the most elite light infantry
unit in the world. . Their bearing, stan-
dards, and professionalism would not only
epitomize them and the batalion, but wou

found influence on the entire army in the coming years.

battalion expanded into a regimental size unit.

As with their predecessors, their traiming, physical

hitness, and fighting ability would become legendary;

ld have a pro-

amd a8 Lever had predicted, as Ranger
Officers and *NCOs rotated overseas and
to other units throughout the army, their
expertise and leadership from squad to
army level was accentuated; Ranger stan-
dards became the norm, not the exception
in all commands——this ripple effect
continues today.

As one of the four original First
Sergeants of the 1st 75th Ranger
Baualion. | witnessed the start of the 19th
Annual Best Ranger Competition and
what MG Leuer had forecasted at the
beginning: that in the future Rangers

u-%::ru]d be the torchbearers, the standard carriers for all
elite forces and armies of the world: they would be

B
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America’s premier fighting force.

_W.'ttn.:hing the two—man teams struggling with their
cquipment and donning their parachutes for the
Airbu-mc phase of the competition, their uniforms wel
with perspiration, the heat—induced haze rising from
the tarmac and their already fatigued bodies, T won-
dered why a soldier who has proven himself in
Airborme and

under the most stressful conditions: these, like thou-

sands of other soldiers, are the backbone of America's
Army,

S0, as | viewed the Ranger Teams, silhouetted by
the hot Georgia Sun with a backdrop of southemn pines
and the red mother earth, heaving with exertion as they
wobbled to the waiting Black Hawk helicopters with

Ranger units would |
put himself through
such pain in this
phyvsically and men-
tally demanding
CoUrse——despile
their infensive teain-
ing and preparation,
most are shocked

by the intensity of
the event,

Conducted by
the Ranger Traming |

Brigade, it 1s &

sleep deprived, gru-
¢ching three day
course, consisiing
of a multitude of
Ngorous ests 1o
inglwede: intaniry
lasks, marksman-
ship. rappelling,
parachuting, land
navigation, helo.
casting, obstacle
courses and a road
niarch,

Named after famed Ranger, Lieutenant General
David E, Grange, Ir., U.S. Army retired, the Best
Ranger Competition is contrived to push the competi-
106 1o the limit physically, but a team effort and self-
discipline are the key elements in completing the
SVENL..iL is one course where you cannot fall back on
position or rank, only your ability to “drive on.”

Motivation and the underlying ambition 1o - be -
the - best are some of the reasons that teams partici-
pate, hu_l truly it is the heart and spirit of the individuals
sompeting...the desire to excel, to test their endurance

Sergeant First Class John D. Minatra (11th BDOQ Bn.), receives the
Distinguished Service Cross in April, 1968 for his exceptionally valorous
actions during combat operations near Dak To. General W.C.
Westmeoreland (commander, US Military Assistance Command,
Vielnam) is presenting the award; Minatra is serving with the
Vietnamese Airborne when this photo was taken, he is the inductee for
the Ranger Hall of Fame in July 2001.

heavy rucksacks
dangling between
their legs, |
recalled General
Lewer as he spoke
in his command
vadce at that first
formation in 1974,
“RANGERS
LEAD THE
1“"‘#1‘!’.“

EVENTS. WARN.-
ING ORDERS
AND SITREFS

RANGER HALL
OF FAME: BDOQ
and an Airbome
Advisor MSGI(R)
John D, Minatra,
was selected for
the Ranger Hall of
Fame (25 July
Q11600 hrs,
Eanger Memonal),
From his service in
1953 as an
Airbome Rigger 1o
his retirement in 1973 as the NCOIC of the Patrolling
Committee, MT Ranger Camp, “Big John™ epitomized
the name Ranger. Minatra was an Advisor to the 11th
Vietnamese Ranger Bn. in 1964, 1967—68, he served
as an Advisor 1o the Vietnamese Aarbome Division and
in 1971, served his third tour in Viemam. He received
the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary hero-
ism at Dak To. Nominges from the BDOs for next
year's Ranger Hall of Fame are:

BD(Q Richard Wandke

BDQ Harris Parker

BDQ Walter A. Gunn, Jr.

- 0G5 -
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TEAM MEMBERSHIP: We zalute BIXQ Walt
Sanders (Senior Advisor) for having all his team mem-
bers “on board:™ we appreciate his efforts.... This is a
good example: seek out missing members; st a goal (o
locate your team

from black to tan you may wear this too, but for
BDOQ functions and reunions, we will continue 1o wear
the BDO) maroon beret: the one we wore in combat.
Many of you, as [ did, served as Instructors in the U,
Army Ranger School and wore the black beret and a

few of us served

members and
have them
become members
of the 73th
Ranger Regimemt
Azsociation
ASAP

UNIT
DIRECTOR; 1
have appointed
B Jim Waters
to contact BDO)
members in refer
ence W the selec-
tion of 3 BDO
Linit Director,
Ability and
evolvement with
the Bict Dong
Quan community
will be requined,
Jim will provide
details 1o the
mermbership.
Also, again, | take
this opporiunity
(o thank Jim for his support and the vast amount of
work he does daily for the BDOs and the Association,

PRESIDENT'S LETTER: The Viemamese
Rangers® publication, Tap San Biet Dong Quan, printed
Emmett’s letter of appreciation to their association for
their Color Guard performance during our Washington
DXC. reunion. I thank him for his time and effont 1o
express a part of the correspondence inlo
Vietnamese. . it was greatly appreciated by the
Vietnamese Ranger community.

BERETS: As a civilian, you have the right to wear
any lype or color that you desire the active duty
75th Ranger Regiment will present the tan beret 1o the
75th Ranger Regiment Association during their change

Can Tho (IV Corps) 3 April 1968--Vietnamese Rangers in the Mekong
Drelta are being equipped with the M-16 rifle to increase their fire power in
combat with the Viet Cong. Looking over one of the rifles at 4th Ranger
Group headquarters near Can The are, left to right, Licutenant Pham Van
Thuan of the Rangers, Sergeant First Class Alfred Hill, a Ranger Advisor,
and Sergeant Cha Van Mang, also of the Rangers.

in the Ranger
bBattahions when
they were formed
and the black
berel was authior-
tzedd. W salute

Al

VN RANGER
GENERAL
ASSOCIATION
I THE USA: An
excerpt from a
]11r."'-!-i.'|.b_'L' r}]'l:ﬂ'l'lt-
ed w the
American
Advisors by
| President Tran
Tien San:

£

Friends and
former col-
leagues, you have
all our respect,
We know that 1o
CiuTy out your
duties as
Advisors o each branch of the Armed Forces of
Victnam, you made a very noble sacrifice. We especial-
Iy want o focus on the Advisors o the Rangers because
we have fought and struggled wgether, We have shared
together the victories and the agonies, at times, the liule
food wie had and the worries when death was just
around the corner. Our military units and our country
were foreign to you. Qur living conditions and our tra-
ditions were so different from yours, but you were
always cheerful, always diligent in your duties without
a word of complaint, You were ready to help with your
superb knowledge and special capabilities and consid-
ered our units as your own, How can we ever forget the
ultimate sacrifices that you and your familics have
made for us, For that we are deeply grateful.
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the 52d Vietnamese Ranger B, Location is Nhon Trach, Souwlh Yielnam,
November 1966. On his next tour Chittester would be one of the key individu-
als in setling-up the U.S, Army Sniper progeam in Vietnam. The poncho is Tor
rain, the thatch for heat,

Sergeant John Sexton, of
Warren, Michigan is car-
ried by a Vietnamese
Ranger Advisor (LS
Colonel) towards an evacua-
- tion helicopter after he
walked into Loc Ninh, end-
g two vears of Viet Cong |
tivity: he had walked lor
hours withoul bools,

I believe that you still have in
wvour minds and hearts, both the
happy as well as the sad memories
of the tme vou served as BDQ
Addvizors o the Yietnamese
Rangers. Bun we haven't hved or
worked together singe thirty years
aga. Your duties as Advisors 1o the
Rangers have fimshed and we, the
Vicinamese Rangers, are trying o
live a new hife and adjust to life in
a new country. We believe all the
difficulties will be overcome
PBecause a5 vou know, we are
Rangers!™

“The unfailing formula for produc-
tion of morale is patriotism, self-
respoect, discipling, and self-confi-
dence within a mmliiary wnit,
jorned with Gair treatment and mer-
wed appreciation from withour...

It will quickly wither and die if
saldiers come 10 belicve them-
selves the victms of mdifference
or injustice on the pan of their
government, or of ignorance, per-
sonal ambiton, or meptitude on
the part of their military leaders,”
~Creneral Douglas MacAsthur,
Annual Repont of the Chief of
Stafl. LS. Army, June M), [933

Small men speak rash words and
act inconsistently,

Mediocre men focus only on one
Wekpon of technque.

True warriors wse all skills, sharne
with thiir brothers,

learn from their beoers, and

understand all things for their
improvement,

—Emblems of the Three Bonds

(1432)

“SHOOT LOW I'll see you on the

High Ground.”

Mu MNau Mike Martin, Unit

Director
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Independence Day, July 4th, marks one of the most special holidays for Americans. On this
day, all Americans do well to recall the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on that date in
1776. Remember, too, that no small aspect of that freedom and independence was fought for and
won by Roger's Rangers ... the forerunners of the 75th Ranger Regiment.

Americans are big on independence.  We like freedom from the control and influence of oth-
ers. We like to do ‘our own thing’ without getting help from others.  We like to think of ourselves as
independent, thinking people.  We tend to act and work independently and as we please.  We want 1o
run our own lives and not depend on others,

But has it ever really been that way; or, should it ever be? How can there be a team of one?
What team in the field wanted to be out of radio communications or artillery range? When weren't
we thankful that someone was always there in the T.O.C for us? Whose heart didn’t beat faster when
a Huey was making its final approach to our extraction LZ? Didn’t we depend on and hope for get-
ting support from others? Who ever hoped that medivac choppers would all be standing down while
we were out? Don't we still rely on and trust on someone other than ourselves to care and help?

We have and will continue 1o fight for freedom.  But that does not mean independence from
what's good and right and needed. Freedom from the Law leads to anarchy. Two great laws remain.
"You shall love the Lord vour God with all your heart , and with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” And. "You shall love your neighbor as yoursell.” But well have we ourselves kept these
Laws? In the highest court, in God's court, who among us could not be court-martialed for failing to
follow orders 1o the letter and spirit of the Law?

But to our rescue, off in the distance, comes the "'whop, whop, whop' sound of someone who
cares; someone who comes 1o our rescue in our time of need. No guns are blazing, however. IU's not
sound of chopper blades.  It's the sound of a hammer driving nails into the hands and feet of Him who
determined that He would lay down His life to save others ... 1o save us and our loved ones. He ook
the hits that we had coming, He went down in the process of saving us. And, His resurrection from
the dead is proof of "mission accomplished™!

The waming order has been issued by none other than God Almighty. Christ's mission was
carried out perfectly. "For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should never perish but have eteral life.” Therefore, having been rescued, extracted
from guilt and sin and failure, we are set apart, not o be independent of others but there for others.
For even as our eternal life depends on God's rescue of us, others have and are depending on us 1o be
there for them.

Those with this faith lead the way by coming to the rescue of others with the determination
that the mission given will be accomplished! Like with Christ, it's the kind of thing that can get you
killed. And, like Christ, it's the kind of thing that makes the enemy afraid and establishes the love

and honor that can only be earned. It is such things as these that are the hallmarks of true independ-
ence.

In His service and yours,
Rev. Charles Keogh
Chaplan, 75th Ranger Regiment Association
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FAREWELL TO A FRIEND AND FELLOW LRF
By: Dan Nate

Unbenownst 1o the rest of us, our friend and comrade,
" Norton Burman Singman, died of natural causcs back in
1996, Because no one in his family knew of our friend-
* ship-ties, we were never notified. He is buned in the
\Chapel Hill, NC Antioch Baptist Cemetery. Maybe one of
" our members living nearby can pause and pay him a visit,
" a5 we have with so many others, in our relatively short
" lives. Dennie Callahan, another of “our guys™ ﬂ'_.'“".d.w'.
through SSEARCH, a privately owned unit specializing in
tracking down missing friends. :
We of F co. will miss him. Ms.Connic Moore, a friend
of Dennie’s has written the following poem to help ¢ase us
through this sad time. It is called:

THE WAY THINGS WERE.

You asked il He was my friend...

Yes, He was that and so much more.

We went through Vietnam together,

Not clear what we were fighting for.

We each had a job to do,

That was just the way things were.

He was good at what he did,

His aim was straight and sure.

It was a miracle in and of itself,

The fact that we both came home.

More than 58,000 others didn’t,

And their names are carved in Stone.

I went one way and He went the other,
That was the way things were.

We promised to keep in touch,

This one thing we could do for sure.

It’s funny how time gets away from you,
Traveling down the road of life.

You turn around once or twice,

And Time has stabbed you with its knife.
You start to think of better times,

And your mind goes wandering back.
You decide to find this friend and can’t,
Your search found him gone .. from a heart attack.
Of All the things it could have been ...
To Take Him after what we had to Endure,
I'll never forget Him, I'll tell you that!

I can almost hear Him say.......

Thanks to Connie Moore, May 14, 2001

POINTMAN'S JOB IS DIFFICULT

POINTMAN’S JOB IS DIFFICULT,
FILLED WITH CONSTANT TENSION

A tall, broad-shouldered soldier slowed o a Slop as he
approached the thickly vegetated ravine. He un-sheathed
his machete, and moved forward again, hacking viciously
at the tangled clump of vines blocking his path. Beads of
swizat swelled beneath the band of his helmet.

More than 100 miles to the north, another soldier was
crouching low in the swaying elephant grass, his rucksack
more than half his weight, pushing heavily at his shoul-
ders. As the rest of his plateon approached, he pointed om
the well-camouflaged Viet Cong booby-trap to each man,
and they moved around it quietly.

For both of these men, it was a familiar scéne, ina
iypical day pulling point =a day Dlled with constant ten-
sion, muscular motion and the realization that one mistake
could bring an abrupt ¢nd to both themselves and the
squad, team or platoon behind them.

In appearance. the point man looks just the same as
the infantryman that follows him, except perchaps if one
takes a closer look and notices the hands, scamed by cuts
and bruises left by breaking trails through the thick and
thomy brush, or the fact that he's just a bal more lean
because he sometimes has to walk twice as far as the rest
of his group. When the unit breaks for chow, he is the last
to eat. First he must move ahead to find the best route for
the group to take. He is then of course, the first o move
oul again.

1 look for four things in a good point man, says his
commanding officer. He must have intelligence, mental
alertness, good physical condition and guts, lots of guts. A
good point man will usually mean the difference whether
you surprise Charlie, or he surprises you. .

It is perhaps not surprising to find that this job is an
easy one (o get. Often all a man has to do is to volunteer.
Usually only the better men volunteer. They know the
task, have confidence in themselves, and wan to help the
rest of the unit. “1 walked point for six months before
becoming a squad leader, or ATL, and I'd say the mam
thing to remember is not to take Charlie for Ermwd- Just
when you think you have him figured out, he’ll change his
tactics, A point man must be alert every minute. You may

: : tact, but Charlie will
go for weeks withoul making con : T
always be watching you. He'll watch and Wl.h.hvilﬂmsm
you'll become lax and over-confident. All you
i "t give him any slack. You look for
is stay alert and don’t give hift g s
anything out of the ordinary, admonished
Leader.

- 69 -
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Hi Guys. Summer is here and time for another issue of
Patrolling. | hope you have liked the changes we have made
in the format and content of the magazine. Most of the com-
ments we have received are good and the “zingers™ are usual-
ly right after the magazine comes out and pertain to mistakes
we made in that issue.  Last issue 1 put the wrong unit down
for a couple of the new members, we messed up the name of
James A, Champion a MIA from 175, and really screwed up
the mailing address of Rich Hecht, Unit Director for 275,
and the email addresses he had put in his column. Hopefully
we will get it right this time.

Membership is always on my mind, and 1 am somy to repon
that we have lost about 125 members this year for non-pay-
ment of dues. 1 have notified their Unit Directors of the
nxmes, but do not think it appropriate to list them in this
magazine. A few have disagreed with the sctions of the asso-
ciation leadership in respect o the handling of the Black/Tan
Beret 13sue and some have moved and simply lost contact
with us, 1 am sure that we also have lost some simply
because they did not fieel able to put out $25 at this time.
That should never be the case because we have funds to
cover sifuntions like this. Many members pay more than
their dues and =y 16 vse the remainder to pay the does of

members in financial distress and the Association has already
carried several members this year at the recommendation of
their Unit Directors.

With the assistance of Jack Daniel. the Association is sending
out posteards to past members who have been dropped from
the active roll in the last 10 years, We hope to remind them
that the Association is still here, they are stll eligible for
membership, and we want them back on active status,
Hopefully there will be a good response and we will be able
to rebound from the loss of members this year.

This summer marks the halfway point in my tour of duty as
secretary of the association and already | am anxiously await-
ing my “turtle” replacement. Those of you who have a little
time left over in your daily schedule, should give thought to
pulling a tour in one of the leadership positions. 1 must say
that being computer literate 1o the point of sending and
receiving emails is just about a requirement for the secretary
position but you don’t have to be a web head or anything
close o it (I'm proof of that), Give it some thought and let
mie Know.

“See vou back in the world”, - Ron

TREASURER'S MESSAG
By Jack Werner

~uﬂ

e

My Comnades

They've gone away. ... scatered wide
Lost behind the hills of life

Lome have p.:.-nrd the gread divide
And given up the endless strife....

Of living in & troubled world
Where man myust wal and fight
To live in peace and freedom
And believe in what is right

In dreams 1 see their faces
Sometimes | speak their names

And though 1 can hear their voices
Suall, 1 call for them in vain

Someday, 1’11 cross that great divide

To beave this oubled world behimd
And then, perhaps they'll not retum

T the shadows.. of my mind

John C. Love
COL., USMC Retired

Ernend of Jack Wemer

T
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

The membership year runs from | July of the current year to 30 June of next year. If your magazine-mailing
label has 2001 on it your membership renewal is due on | July for the 1 July 2001 through 30 June 2002
membership year. Dues are now $25 and your subscription to PATROLLING is included. Members can send
in their dues ahead of time or wait until after July Ist. You can also pay for several years at a time if you
desire, your magazine label will always reflect your ending year,

For our newer members, ducs are not prorated or based on the month you joined. For simplicity in our
accounting, all dues run out on 30 June. That means that even tho you just joined in Jan or Feb of this year,
your renewal for the 2001-2002 membership year is still considered due on | July. HOWEVER. I will never
drop a member from active status before a full year has elapsed from the date he joined and he has received a
years worth of the PATROLLING magazine. That means that if those that joined in Jan or Feb want to wait
until then to send in their dues, they can do o and not miss an issue of the magazine. Most members send in
their dues in the July/August timeframe. The mailing address for your dues is on the application/renewal
form. Use the form to update any address changes or just mail your dues to: Secretary, 75th RRA, PO BOX
921, Heflin, AL. 36264,

THE BEAT OF YOUTH BY J) CRASH MAKOOL
By JJ "Crash" Makool

Many years ago when 1 was young, I had the Beat, and I'd Beep and Bop and 1 would Do Wop Do Wop Wop at dusk
and at dawn, and all day long. Then one day this old Uncle of mine, sent me a letter, and said Son you're gonna have o
come along,

So | said goodbye, 10 the Belle of my eye, and told the MotorHead boys, 1o save me some Whiskey and Rye. And |
parked my two 57 Chevy's upen blocks, and told my kid brother and sisters. not 1o wear holes in their socks, 1 kissed
iy Ii:'lnm on the cheek, gave her a hug, and told her not 1o worry, that | would pay attention, and leam well, and not get
in a hurry.

When all along I was pretty sure, that [ was nding The Express Train Straight to Hell's Fury. But | paid atention,
and 1 did excel, and somehow 1 did pretty damn welll flew and 1 crewed and 1 shot a hot 60, But somehow [ never did
get tore up by a 50,

They stuck a hot RPG up my sash, and that earned me the nick-name of lucky ol' "Crash” And somehow as | came
;f ;!E-:. The DoWops tumed into the British Invase, and Love Me Tender became Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club

and.

And the Beat Rolled On, and the young men died, while on the radio, They siill played Bye Bye Miss American Pie
And I remember when I came of Age, with a 5th of Old Crow, and an open up picture of Miss Mav. But somewhere L
along the way, I forgot 1o wmn the page, and I lost my place, and no longer recogmzed my face. And | lost the Beat, and
We must have suffered a Great Defeat, But I don't remember cause by then, I had Smoked my Mind, and had :
forgotien all about Time.

But I do Remember when [ got so Tanked, about all the Birds that They purposely had Sank! And the Dirag Racing
that I used 1o Love, was now not so Neat, and somewhere over there | had lost the Beat, In the midst of a great, terrible
unnecessary Defeal. ; ;

But the worst thing that happencd was [ Lost the Beat.

“Crash” Makool was with the 10151 AVN BN in Vietnam

=TN=
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NEW MEM

ol = ke

i:imm H. Bethke . . .
Chris A.Coy ......
Daniel C. Doyle ...
James W, Finney . ..
Tim Franke .......
Mitchell 5. Ganz ...
Jared Grzanich . ...
Curtis Jereczek ... ..
Tarren Kingsley ... ..
Jonathan W. Lauria ...

WBERS

[Rrsrs = S e wer ween

.. .BfAAS
. .RANGER REGT
. .HHC/3/T5

ASITS

. th INF DIV
Peter C. Ostasewski . . .
John T. Paschal . ....
David K. Probst . ......
Loren Rogers . ........
Shannon R. Saylor . ..
Bryl G. Trostel .......
Ted Trueblood . .. ...
Daniel K. Wagoner ...
Jeffery E. Walters . ..
Joesph R. Welke . ...
Frederick E. White ..
KurtBoume ........
Peter W, Perkins ...
Frank J. Salazar . .....
Jack McFarland . . ...

L5

P15

. RANGER REGT
. MNfTS
- LTS

ASLTS
.25th INF DIV
LTS5

. «Hh INF DIV

**Apologies to Rey Martinez and Chet Smith Jr. for
mis-Labeling their unit in the last issue. Rey served in
st Bde, 101st LRRPS and Chet in Co D LRP 17th Inf.

Abn

D-151 LRP RANGER
AUGUST 10, 11 & 12, 2001

LOCATION: CAMP ATTERBURY, INDIANA

CONTACT: GARY PORTER (765) 747-0584

E-MAIL: 22990267 @ STARBAND. NET

4TH DIVISION LRPS K/75 RANGERS
SEPTEMBER 14 - 17, 200

LOCATION: ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
DAYS INN CONVENTION CENTER

CONTACT: ROGER CRUNK (970) 858-4579
E-MAIL: RTCRUNK@AOL.COM

P/715 7%th LRRP
JULY 12 - 14, 2001

LOCATION: “A BEACH ODESSY™
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

CONTACT: KAY COUCH, BRYAN TOURS
1-B00-647-5296 or
JERRY &0 MARIE YONEKO (601) 992-6522

For complete information, please see the
Unir Directors’ reporis in this issue.

General Information

The week of May 7, 2001, the History Channel Ran
a four pant special called Special Ops. 11 you do not
have cable & are interested in acquiring the sel go (o
TheHistoryChannel.com & click on Special Ops Set.
If you do not have intemet access the tapes can be
ordercd by calling 1-300-708-1776

E/75 - E/50 - 9TH DIV LRRP
JULY 25 - 29, 2001

LOCTION: HOTEL SUITES & ROOMS
FEDERAL WAY. WA TEL: 1-800-59-583-2272

CONTACT: BOB COPELAND (403) 962-0114
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ODE TO THE LONG
RANGE PATROL

ODE TO THE LONG RANGE PATROL

He's fe-fool four, he's six-foot five,

Ha weighs one-tan 1o fwo-o-lve.

His hair is paried in many ways; his
Pre-occupation i counting “his® days.

He's 50 % courage; ha's 50 % guls,

Or maybe he's just 100% nuts.

A mission is caled; he's ready in 10,

His tiger-suit, weapon, and four other men,
Rations for five, and survival needs-

Mo time 10 kook for his rosary beads.

The “chopper” is loaded, and off they go.

To slip through the jungle and challenge the foe.
Once off the “chopper” the transition beging,
He can'l be a man and 548 hope bo win.

He must ke an animal, crude in his ways:

In eating and seeping and passing the days,
He fights the VC in thedr terms, in their place,
The results in our favor; we're selting the pace.
The mission i over; He returns fo lament,

The misenes endured; the lives thal were spent.
A shower, and shave-dry clothes ane in need;
A cod beer to deink, some back-mad 1o read.
in 50 doing, he's accomplished his goal-

He's a hard-core member of LONG RANGE PATROL

Written by Sgt.James Marin HHC LRPD, Sth Sup.Div.
And published in “THE OBSERVER’, RVN, 1968,
Saved and submitted for "PATROLLING” by Dan Mate,

Hello,
May 2001

My name is Sandce Rouse. | am the Gold Star Mother of
Ranger James Markwell, 1/75Bn medic KIA "Operation Just
Cause” Panama 1989, Tam writing to fell you shout
"‘Extended Arms.” This sddition 1o your associalion was the
brainchild of SGM Hiltibrand. He asked me to bring this
ino existence and [ have agreed. [ have called it Extended
Arms because when [ thought about whal we are [rying 1o
accomplish, that was the picture that | saw. Gold Star moth-
ers, wives and Rangers reaching out to cach other with love
and support.

As a result of a Rangers unwavering commitment (o his
chosen profession our numbers will continee o Increase.
We hope this will be the link to these familics and the surviv-
ing Rangers o that we may be a comfon to each other when
needed and to also work side by side on issues and agendas
that affiect both the families and the association. By forming
a strong bond we will also continue to honor our fallen
hennes,

| welcome any suggestions you may have as to how you
think you can help these ladies and how we may help you. |
hope to have the Mission Statement for Extended Arms put
together in the near funther. 1f you know of the whercabouts
of any Gold Star mothers or wives please cither forward their
info and the info on their Ranger to me or have them

contact me ol GoldStsTShRRA @ soleom. Until next time
God Bless each of you.

RLTW
Sandes

THE Mawul oF AEm s

S
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Save, Earn, and Raise

NEW! 4.9 cents

State to State Long Distance Service

The 75th Ranger Regiment Association, Inc. and ACN, Inc., have
combined forces to raise money for the Ranger Association. You,
your friends, family, and neighbors can all save.

Benefits:
-No complicated forms -Discounted Local Toll rates
-Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week -Free Calling cards
-6 second billing, not rounded up -No 10-10-XXX Codes
-Toll-free service, just 10¢ min. -%4.99 monthly fee (Plan 1)
-Discounted International rates -Lowest rates automatically
Beating the Big 3
COMPARE Peak Off-Peak Cost Savings
Cost of 3.5 min call® M-F Tam-Tpm nights & weekends w/ ACN
Sprint Sense Anytime 10¢ 10¢ 48¢ 50%
AT&T One Rate T T¢ 37¢ 35%
MCI 5¢ everyday 15¢ 5¢ 36¢ 33%
ACN Global Connect (Plan 1) 4.9¢ 4.9¢ 24¢

All rates, facts, and figares are accurale as of July, 2000, Rates are subject 1o change.
L e ] o sdes !'ﬂ"l*l'ﬂlcd Fli.'i'l1i-.:l|1 of I'I'H"q.l'llhl'r-. r-p;urnn'l,: Lh?l.l'ﬂf baced o USRS of ,'_“;,l] Bifuies per ik, ANSUmes I"'"‘.'F"'- of 30 weekdanww i
FFE nights and weekends 3

The 75th Ranger Regiment Association earns up to 8% every
time you make a call!

If you are an infrequent caller, ACN has a program for you, too! 8.9¢ per minute for state to
state calls, with re monthly fee (Plan 2)

Enroll Now...

Call...1.877.794.1900... Anytime, from the phone line you wish to switch.
Follow the simple instructions from the automated authorization system.
Select either Planl (4.9¢) or Plan 2 (8.9¢)...when prompted, enter the Ranger ID

0348054

For commercial accounts, or any questions, call Craig Brucks (ACN)
Toll Free 1.800.556.5642

Bew 1 005, 16005

=F e
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75 th Ranger Regiment Association. Inc Membership Application Ferm
PO, Box 921 Annual dues: $25.00
Hellin, AL 36264 Life membership: $250.00

]

Subscription Only: $25.00
Checks Payable to:
T5th Ranger Hegiment Assoc,

PERSONAL INFORMATION

LAST NAME FIRST MAME L] DATE
STREET ADDRESS oy STATE FIPF LS
AREA OGDEMOAME FHONE AREA CODEANDREER PHONE CHOCLIPATION

UNITS SMENATURE e s Sl DIATE
FROM (DATE) TOHEATE) fusrr {(Company or [Batialicn) MAMES OR QRIERS
FROM (DATE) TOH (IIATE ] UNIT (Company oo Battalien) MAMES OR ORDERS
FROM (DATE) TOHDATE UNIT (Ceempany or Battalion) MNAMES OF GROERS

REMARKS - 5

CHECK O5F; SEW AFPLICATHRY _ HESEWAL AUESCRIFTION MEMBER

SEICS RN RSP OO TISG ST LT PRl O S0 100 R0 0 SANEE (W TS IO A0S VO SR WITH s T LTS RETED I TS SEWSLETTER. USNETs MUST
CAMEY THE LINEAGE O BE Iy THE FTORY. Wi A6 50T FUST A STETS O PR AT TION, AB L USTTS OF THE 29TH R R RECIMENT ARKE FLRIRLE FOR MEMREESHIT

Ranger Wemorncal
al
Pont-De-Fac
Nornmandy, France
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Aspbody remember this stuff? A whole pocket-
ful of woney & yow'e still not vick, Personadly,
I usged to thak a lot about the wowan on the
cends notes, She was vather zlrttr;'fm}g.
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Special Operations Memorial

MacDill AFB, Florida
USSOCOM Special Operations Memorial Foundation, Inc.,
75th Ranger Regiment Association,
Special Forces Association,
Special Operations Association,
UDT/SEAL Association.

_'I'hc.w.lll.x flanking the central generic SOF wanior will hold individual engravings in addition to special operations organization-
al hstories, Engravings may be purchased, and designed 10 reflect either the buyer's name andfor orgamization, or may memoralize
:1|'|ﬂ1l|-=.'r (past or present) special operater. To maximize the available space, the same individual will not be m-;ulunriuﬁ:r.n:d mone .I:h'm
ORCE. I'h-c mumn.ri:t.l is located sdjacem to the entrance to the US Special Operations Command Headquarters complex, MacDill .-".E;I!-
Ensl‘:mljgﬁ are limited to eighteen (18) letiers per line (including spaces): the number of lines may be purchased as follows: .

2 lmas‘_, (4" x 127) - $100.00; 3 lines (8" x 12") - $250.00; 4 lines (12" x 12") - $500.00
The Foundation will center the verbiage, and reserves the right 1o medify engrivings to retain uniformity. :

Special Operations Memorial Foundation, PO Box 6696, MacDill AFB, Florida 33608-0696

e 3 4 5 B 7T A 9 10 NN B 1405 ST

EEiEsEe=] T T 7 T T T T T e ] i)
T I N Y S PNy ) S o ) | | 2 Lines - $100[_|

=T [ 1 T T T T T T T o]
||l['||--l[!.|||lll|Ilqunasvssuulzl

Did the Honoree serve with SOF? (Yor M) If YES, which unit: — -7

Mama:

Telephone: M-
—_—— MO SFA
i SOA ___ UDT/SEAL ___ RGR___

Amount: §




Rangers from Bravo Company 3rd Battalion fly off into the sunset aboard an Air Force HH-53 Sea Stallion
heltcopter during CSAR (Combat Search and Rescue) training at FL Benning Ga

T Photo by Panck Bissanti

R e ————— ")
ARBORNE TETH RANGER KEGIMENT ASSO TTHIN

ANGER A I8 B2 FHSRT 511

T HEFLIY, AL 3264 o T HRLAE
KANG R .
I':FHI_:l UL S ANSVILLLE Iy

LLHS FERMIT 875

ADNDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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The beret issue still seems to be dogging us, it just won't go away. One by-product of the conflict was an increase in the
dialog between Associations in the Special Operations arca. That's something that we can use (o our advantage and can-
not help but make us stronger. I think the Association took the high road on this issue and I think that our President,
Emmett Hiltibrand did a great job as our representative. Anger might keep you alive on the battlefield. but it can kill you
in the boardroom, and Emmett did what needed to be done. 1 know by the volume of e-mails he generated, that he put in
many, many hours on our behalf.

You will notice that the pages for each unit column are adomed with the patches, scrolls and unit crests that h:llﬂng Lo
cach unit {I hope). 1 am not an expert at this, so bear with me, if [ got something WIONg or left mn:ull:m; oul, L_t was
without any attempt 1o slight anyone, Just send me an ¢-mail (or hardcopy) of what is correct, and we -mll_gul ﬂhng‘nt for
the next issue. | want to thank Geolf Barker for his book, A Concise History of U. 5. Army Special Operations Forces.
Much of the insignia and Unit Histories came from his book. Geoff is also one of the guiding lights of the Special
Operations Memorial  at MacDill AFB, Florida. (See related piece in this issue.) The T5th Ranger Regiment
Association has become a sponsor of the Memorial at no cost to the Association. We get credit if our members buy
engraving space on the memonal.

We have added some cartoons drawn by former Ranger CWO2 Michacl Shane. He has had an interesting Army carcer.
He started life as an Army illustrator, decided that the Infantry was the place to be, and ended up a Ranger for 6 years.
After making E-6, Michael decided to go to flight school and is now a Cobra pilot and safety officer in the 17th Aviation
Brigade. We are trying out the concept of injecting a little humor to lighten the message in the magazine. If you have a
funny story, (doesn’t even need to be true), ancodotal or otherwise, send it 1o your unit director, and we'll get it in the
magazine.

Speaking of the magazine, | had no idea that there was so much involved in putting one of these things out. And remem-
ber, I'm sleeping with the printer’s sister. | have been very fortunate so far, in solving problems as they develop. There
is always something that [ want 1o do, that the computer won't let me do. 1 learn as [ go. | did figure out that most of
the time, not always, but most of the time, I'm doing something wrong. [ spent 4 hours on the phone with tech support
last week. There was a problem with my (new) computer. The only real sman thing 've done all year was o buy the
best service policy [ could when we got the computer.

We still need photos and articles for the magazine, especially photos in color for the front and back covers and insides.
Hard copies are better to reproduce. If you look closely at the photo of David Niclsen on the cover of the last issue, you
can see some of the pixels. It was semt by e-mail as a GIF file. I got it as the issue was @ the printer and forwarded it o
him. Because of the beret issue, and considering David's march to Washington I decided to run it anyway. The bigger
you blow up one of those type photos, the more visible the pixels become. 1 have not failed to return the photos that
were sent in. You can mail them to me direct. 1 can scan them and send them 1o Emmett and Ron, My address is in the
front of the magazine. The longer 1 have before an issue goes to the printer, the easier it is to do a professional job on
the layout, so get me some stuff for the September issue as soon as you can, Pul your name and address on the back of
!hc photos, along with a caption, (who, where, when, what), | actually start on the next issue as soon as the previous onc
15 al the mailer, 1 start bothering Emmett and Ron about content, articles, ete. | try to find outside sources for items that

-:-wld be nI interest 1o our members, The interesting thing is, 1 get 75% of my total inpat the 5 days prior to the dead-
line. Imagine what we could do if I got it all a month ahead of the deadline.

e ﬂmr:;m?m note, we have a new Website and a new Webmaster. The Webmaster is Peter Parker. You will
notice of a quantermaster ad in this issue, We are, for the time being, without B i ik
membership when the quantermaster is replaced. B a quartermaster. We will notify

The June issue of Popular Mechanics has a preity good on the S
i modern R . 5 5 he
technical and weapons perspective, but it is interesting. 2 S L amucs # mosily o ¢

8-
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I've had a number of inquiries about former Senator Kerry from people that know that I'm a Vietnam veteran. I'm asked
what [ think of the 'ikiﬁ_l..ll'.‘. did he do i1, was he gl.lul:].l".' OF course the people ;El.:_'jng the quggﬁmq wouldn't understand the
answer anyway. The lines contributed by Kenn Miller from Henry IV are a pretty good answer. The inevitable next ques-
tion; did anything like that ever happen to you? I've made it a point not 1o second-guess decisions that | made 33 years
ago. | found that being aggressive kept my people alive and that was what [ wanted to do. Maybe there are a few rounds
I'd call back if 1 could, but I can’t. Most important, in light of the objective of keeping my people alive, I can live with
the consequences. There were times that | wondered whe the enemy really was, the NVA or the Staff Officers at Brigade
or Division who wanted things done that a four man team just couldn’t do and wanted to commit teams far beyond the
Division or Brigade capability 1o support them. These people who had never been on the ground in any war, including
the present one, yet got to make the decisions that got other men killed. They got to put soldiers in positions where sur-
vival was dependent on how fast you retumed or initiated fire, When survival is measured in milliseconds, mistakes will
be made.

If the politicians didn’t send young men and women to clean up their mistakes, those decisions would not need 1o be
made. The basic fact is, the politicians never take the blame. They are responsible for the circumstances, but are able 1o
distance themselves from the consequences. Let's blame those who are really responsible for a change.

They say that any military force, in order w0 be successful, must be able 1o move, shoot and communicate. Which of
these is the most important? Each, in its own moment of need, is the most pressing, but communication may be the one
thing that makes or breaks an operation. | was leading a team about 10 - 12 klicks southwest of LZ Mile High near
Kontum. After we were inserted we moved off the LZ when I heard one of the gun ships that had covered the insertion
open up a couple klicks away. | immediately got him on the radio 10 see what was going on. This very Deep South voice
says, “We saw a couple danks (dinks) moving toward you.” I thought he said “tanks™. There was quite a degree of con-
cern, as you can imagine, | probably shot more antillery that day than I had in my tour up to that point. [ never did find
oul if we got the “danks™.

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS: If a ILT outranks a 2LT & a LTC outranks a MAJ; & if gold is more valuable than silver,
why is the insignia for a 2LT & a MAJ gold, while the insignia for a ILT & a LTC silver? In the 18th & 19th Centumnes,
the insignia were attached to epaulettes (worn on the shoulders). Junior Company & Field grade officers had silver
epaulettes, hence gold insignia. When epauleties were abolished, the insignia were retained “as is'




