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TEAM 1, 173RD LONG RANGE SURVEILLANCE.

Standing, L to R: Team Leader SSG Jack Shimkus (former 2nd BN Ranger), Spc Aaron Buehler, Spc
Pete Baseman, Spc Joe Voccio. Kneeling L to R: Spc Mike Heyn, SGT Richard Tobar.
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Night Live Fire, (break contact)

Former 2nd Batt Boy
Chris Donohue, (Panama Vet),
Team 2 Leader.

Jumpmaster John Molan

Photos & text by: Pat Bissanti

The 173rd Long Range Surveillance (LRS) detachment is a function of the Rhode Island Army National Guard.
During War time the 173rd is attached to the 42nd Infantry Division and is the eyes and ears for the division
commander. The detachment consists of approximately 56 men, in three different MOS’ 31U/C Base Radio,
92/Y Supply, and 11/B Infantryman all of which are airborne qualified, Ranger qualification is mandatory for all
detachment officers, NCOS, team leaders and assistant team leaders. There are six teams, each of which has six

members.
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Tom Brizendine
14424 Magnolia Creek Dr.
Foley, AL 36536
(334) 945-6764
Email: tdbriz@gulftel.com

B/75 — C/58 LRP — VII CORPS L. RRP
Kirk Gibson

2441 Fishing Creek Valley Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17112

(717) 599-5894 home

(717) 986-2004 daytime

Email: khgibson@paonline.com

C/75 - Ef20 LRP
Gary E. Dolan

80 Yoakum Street
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(516) 249-4496

Email: gdolan@optonline.net

D/7s

John J. Kingeter

526 Lavina Dr.

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

(717) 766-1484

Email: Tom Delany: del_t@msn.com

E/75 - E/50 LRP — 9th DIV LRRP
Robert Copeland

8 Fieldstone Gate

Spruce Grove, AB Canada T7X2Z2
(780) 962-0114

Email: copela3@attglobal.net

~F/50 - D
Joe Little
10129 W. Highland Ave
Phoenix, AZ 86037
(623) 877-3797
Email: jelittlel@cox.net

= = h L,
Steve Crabtree
5069 Kingsbridge Pass
Powder Springs, GA 30127
Email: stephen.crabtree@lmco.com

H/75 - E/52 LRP - 1st CAV LRRP
William T. Anton

11918 Hall Shop Rd.

Clarksville, MD 21029

(301) 854-3359

Email: polar_bear_0l1@runbox.com

1/75—F/52 LRP — 1st DIV LRRP
Dave Hill

564 Everglades Ln.

Livermore, CA 94550

(925) 373-1363

hill@lsil.com

= = DIV L)
Bill ‘Ichabod’ Bullen
PO Box 34
Palm, PA 18070
(215) 679-8856
Email: k75ranger@comcast.net

UNIT DIRECTORS

L/75 — F/58 LRP — 1/101st LRRP
Randall White

N4256 Powell Lake Rd.

Wetmore, MI 49895

(906) 387-2318

Email: ranwhite@jamadots.com

M/75— 71st LRP — 199th LRRP
Jack Fuche

3488 East M-72

Grayling, MI 49738

(517) 348-1220

Email: Steve Houghton:

(989) 352-7308

escort@pathwaynet.com
= LRP—173rd

Reed Cundiff

125 San Ysidro

Las Cruces, NM

(505) 523-5081
Email: cundiff@zianet.com

Bailey Stauffer

175 E. Stauffer Lane
Safford, AZ 85546

(520) 428-3696

Email: fcolrp@aznex.net

Bill Davis

50 Montell Street

Oakland, CA 94611

(510) 655- 8962

Email: beol@sbcglobal.net

Tom Blandford

5882 Hollow Oak Trail

Carmel, IN 46033-9567

(317) 846-6374

Email: tomblandford@hotmail.com

F/51 LRP

Russell Dillon

39 Pearl St.

Wakeman, OH 44889

(440) 839-2607

Email: redmjd2@accnorwalk.com

HQ, 75th RANGER REGT
Tom Pendelton
Email: pendlett@att.net

1st BN, 75th RANGER REGT
Roger Brown

8588 McKee Road

Upatoi, GA 31829

(706) 561-4079

Email: Ranger18588@aol.com

2nd BN, 75th RANGER REGT
Rich Hecht

16706 132nd Ave E.

Puyallup, WA 98374

(253) 536-9051

Email: Rich275SRGR@aol.com

3rd BN, 75th RANGER REGT
Peter Squeglia

30 Meadow Brook Lane
Reading, MA 01867

(781) 942-0601

Email: suasponte@attbi.com

ETA -
Michael McClintock
1442 Cedarwood Dr.
San Mateo, CA 94403
(650) 341-7331
Email: oldlrrp62@aol.com

ARVN RANGER ADYV. (BDQ)
Mike Martin

803 West Lincoln St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

(931) 455-3824

Email: bdq@75thrangers.org

The following individuals are appointed by
the President of the 75th Ranger Regiment
Association to their respective positions in
order to facilitate the day-to-day operation of
the Association.

Assocjation Chaplain
Bob Smyers
Coquina Key Arms
5023-C Starfish Drive SE
St Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 821-3744
hotel2aipha@msn.com

Associati
Dan Nate
408 Elm Street
Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097
(856) 848-9174
Dannate@comcast.net

Steve Morey

21709 132 Street, East
Sumner, WA 98390
(360) 897-2018
LRRP50@earthlink.net

Gold Star Mother Advocate

Sandee Rouse

John Chester
john.chester3@verizon.net

James Savage

_Association Photographer
Patrick Bassanti
743 King Street
Franklin, MA 02038
(508) 541-7046
bizphoto@earthlink.net
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75th Ranger Regiment Association
P. O. Box 921
Heflin, AL 36264

www.75thrra.org

President
Dana McGrath
68 Pondella Road
Ft Myers, FL 33903
941-574-7866
nger75@eyberstreet.com

Vice President
Wayne Mitsch
826 Lakeshore Dr
Berkley Lake, GA 30096
wmkma@bellsouth.net

Secretary
Ron Edwards
P. O. Box 921
Heflin, AL 36264
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edwards(@cableone.net

Treasurer
Joe Niblett

6746 NW 4314 place
Coral Springs, FL 33067
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Patrolling Editor
John Chester
3208 Rueckert Ave
Baltimore, MD 21214
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john.chester3@verizon.net

Patroliing is published quarterly by the 75th
Ranger Regiment Association, Inc., and is
mailed third class postage, under postal permit
#75, Duncansville, PA

The opinions expressed by the Officers,
Unit Directors, Editor and other writers are
entirely their own and are not to be considered
an official expression or position of the
Association. Advertisements for products or
services do not constitute an endorsement by the
Association.

Manuscripts, photographs and drawings
are submitted at the risk of the individual
submitting the material. Captions must be
submitted with any photographs or graphics.

The Officers and the Editor reserve the
right to edit submissions for clarity and space
constraints. Every precaution will be taken to
preserve the intent and scope of the author. The
Officers and Editor reserve the right to refuse
any submission, that is in bad taste, offensive or
that discredits unnecessarily any individual or
group.
Deadlines are the 15th of February, May,
August, and November for the Spring, Summer,
Fall and Winter Issues respectively.

POSTMASTER
Send address corrections to: Patrolling,
PO Box 921 , Heflin, AL 36264

Patrolling is printed by:
A" Printing, Inc.

500 329 Srect
Altoona, PA 16602
(814) 942-7711

mcolledge@aplusprintingine.com

WEB SITE & MAGAZINE NEWS

The Association web site and Parrolling magazine are the windows of the 75th Ranger
Regiment Association, Inc. They are the principal means of communication from the
Officers and Unit Directors to our members and the principal means of attracting new
members. These two media sources, like the Association itself, are the property and
responsibilities of all the members. We are going to highlight, in each issue, new features
of each, and what our members can do to support and enhance both.

Web site: If you have not visited the web site lately, you owe yourself a look. Emmett
has made many changes and additions. Here are some suggestions:

1.Visit the guest book. You just might find someone you knew that is looking for you or
for someone from your Company. If you click on the left side of the book graphic, it
will take you to view the guest book entries. If you click on the right Side of the graphic,
you can make an entry.

2. Leave a guest book entry. Someone who knew you and might not have left a message
could respond to your message.

3. Emmett is trying to update each unit page to include a list of all KIA’S from each unit.
The ultimate goal is to have a photo of the Ranger/LRRP and a photo of his name on the
Wall along with a photo of his brick at the Ranger Memorial.

4. Clicking on Uncle Sam takes you directly to an application.

CLICK HERE!

Patrolling Magazine: We have new graphics, courtesy of David Walker. Here are
some of the things we need:

1. 1t would be great to have a backup story or article from each unit. If you have a non-
time sensitive war story, personality profile, etc., send it to the editor and your unit
director. If a unit is not represented in an issue, I can plug in that piece.

2. Photos (with captions) are always welcome. We can use them to fill a partial page when
needed, and I always need cover shots, front & back.

3. Issues are published in March, June, September and December. Deadlines are the 15“’
of February, May, August and November.

4. We need advertising. Card ads and inside cover ads help pay the cost of printing and
mailing the magazine. The web site has a minimal cost, but the magazine costs
Thousands of Dollars per issue. We need to lower this cost through advertising. We have
grown, through the efforts of many people, from a newsletter to a slick magazine. It is
every members’ responsibility to keep it that way. Help us find people and organizations
to keep us going.

"D
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Dana McGrath

Rangers,

Never in our lives has so much happened
militarily in so short a time.

We’ve seen the highest of “ups” and the
lowest of “downs” all packed in the last
couple months, during “The Greatest
Show on Earth” put on by those who
serve this Nation’s Freedom and the
Freedom of our Friends. The battle
continues and the going will be hard to
accept as those who enjoyed the former
power in Iraq fight to regain it through
political and terrorist means as best they
are able. Our Soldiers remain at the
forefront, yet the Press has already turned
to other events for their daily gruel. Such
is the life of the Soldier, as it has been
forever and likely will be forever more.

We’ve seen our former Allies become our
adversaries in freeing those enslaved by a
dictator, and most realize it was all about
the money and NOT about the principles
held dear by people who desire Freedom
as their first requirement of life. Politics
makes for strange bedfellows, but money
and power still appear to be primary
motivation to those who would be King -
that will likely never change. What CAN
change is history’s record of forgetting
who stands with us and who stands
against us. President Bush made it quite
clear and I am hopeful he will continue to
get the support needed to finally hunt
down those who would be terrorists and
Kings wherever they are harbored in the
world.

Our Nation stood on the side of Freedom
at great cost to Soldiers and Families in
our Nation and those of our Allies, and
Freedom has won out. The cost will
NOT be forgotten by those who served,
nor those who wait and watch - the names
of the wounded and killed in the pursuit
of Freedom will ring out to us through
our Memorials and memories.

During the course of this mission, an old-
but-familiar Ranger difference showed
itself clearly. While other Families and
Soldiers communicated from the front at

times, Rangers and their Families did
not. Ranger Families had not a clue as to
the assignment of their Ranger, his
whereabouts or conditions under which
he lived and fought, whether he was
eating regularly (NOT), etc. The
75thRRA Officers and Unit Directors
were often contacted by those Families
for help in this “interesting” difference in
the Ranger Life. 1 sure have a new
appreciation for the hard parts of having
a current-serving Ranger in the Family.
To those who lost track of their Rangers
and had the experience from that
perspective, I salute you for your courage
and hold you in the highest regard. To
those who lost their Rangers forever, my
heart and soul goes out to you for your
loss. We are all willing to do what can be
done to ease the pain, and we all know
how little that is in these mournful times.

During this war, the Rangers lost several
fine Men in combat. To my personal
surprise, these losses were mourned and
noted nationally as were all the KIAs of
the battles - Memorial funds were set up
for the future needs of the Families of
these Rangers and this is, for me, a new
experience. My respect for those who
went the distance to have this done is
impossible to put in words, and I only
hope the future is as bright as possible for
those who lost their Husbands, Sons,
Dads and Brothers as a result of such
offerings. 1 also hope the Nation can
forever react similarly when a Soldier
gives all there is to give in the service of
this Nation. Captain Russell B.
Rippetoe’s Family named the 75th
Ranger Regiment Association as the
recipient of memorial donations in
Russell’s name and that fund has grown
beyond $4,000 for the assistance to
Active-Duty Rangers and their Families’
needs in the future. CPT Rippetoe was
the only Son of (Ranger LTC, Ret) Joe
and Rita Rippetoe and this act for future
Rangers is Above and Beyond the Call
when faced with such a tragic loss. | was
further humbled when I spoke with Joe
and found their worries at that moment
were for those wounded in the same
action which had taken their Son. That

sure threw me for a loop, but this is a
RANGER Family and [ guess you never
stop realizing just how different our
Rangers and their Families tend to be.

Lost were:

Ranger Staff Sgt. Nino D. Livaudais, 23,
3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment,
Fort Benning, Ga. Livaudais was from
Utah.

Ranger Spc. Ryan P. Long, 21, 3rd
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort
Benning, Ga. Long was from Seaford,
Del.

Ranger Capt. Russell B. Rippetoe, 27,
3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment,
Fort Benning, Ga. Rippetoe was from
Colorado.

My personal THANKS go to every
Ranger who was able to attend the
Memorial Services of those Fallen with
special emphasis on the following (those
in the area who I asked to be our
Representatives - many of whom found
others who wanted to attend). We all have
a tough time with these events, and those
I contacted made me proud to be a
Ranger when they were honored to have
been asked to Represent the rest of us at
the Memorial Services.

Ranger Karl Fee
Ranger Christian Grant
Ranger Bobby Jackson
Ranger Charles Laws
Ranger Jim Waters

[ have no-doubt failed to name a few of
you, and that is due to my poor Clerical
skills (I have references from my Clerical
days), and you have my apology for the
oversight, and my THANKS as a Man
and a Ranger for your willingness to
attend such a sad event in our lives.

Each Memorial Service was attended by
Members of Military Units, Generals and
Civilians who came to say a last
“Goodbye™ to Soldiers they either knew,
or wished they’d known, and the Honors

-3-
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bestowed were the best I’ve ever known.
It isn’t much to fill the huge void left by
the passing of a Hero, but I certainly hope
such feelings are shown forever for every
Soldier who gives all one can give.

We’ll remember those who were
wounded in this action, and we’re
keeping up with their progress as possible
- the support for all these Soldiers is the
best evidence of the Nation’s pride in
being a part of establishing the SECOND
free Nation in recent history through the
efforts and price paid by our Military
Men and Women. We are proud of our
Service to the United States, but I doubt
we’ve ever been prouder of the Military
and the Leaders of our Country than we
are today.

There are at least fifty other subjects I

should include in this article, but time and
space limitations keep me from doing so.
Here are a few anyway!

August 3 through August 7,2003 - Ft.
Benning - Regimental Change of
Command. Congratulations go to Col
“soon-to-be-General” Joseph Votel,
although leaving this position has to be
one of the toughest changes in a Military
career. This is the largest gathering of
Rangers on Earth, so if you can get there,
BE THERE.

75thRRA Reunion - we’re still working
on the dates, but plan to BE THERE (Ft.
Lewis AO), Summer of 2004.

KIA Project - Emmett Hiltibrand is trying
to gather as many of our KIAs as possible
through your Unit Directors. I know this

can be a hard thing to recall, but as time
passes it just won’t get easier. If you
have information about any of our Fallen
Brothers from your time, get it to your
Unit Director ASAP so we can do what
we can to build this historical database
for the future - we must NEVER forget
the cost of Freedom, and the best way to
do that is to perpetuate the memory of
those who paid the most for it.

May we NEVER forget those who died in
any conflict whose goal was FREEDOM,
and may we help those whose future is
limited by wounds received from their
Service to that lofty goal.

Dana McGrath
President

IS ANYBODY LISTENING?
By: Wayne Mitsch

I joined the Association around 1990. Those were the “old days”
with regard to this association as well as the Internet. Back then,
the only way of hoping to find our fellow comrades was calling
relatives or searching the telephone directory in the city where
you thought your buddy was from. Bill Bullen actually tracked
me down in Atlanta by his persistent efforts at dogging one of my
aunts in Philadelphia. Then along came the “web”.

Have you surfed our website lately? A lot of people have been
found through the advent of the Internet. Or should I say a lot of
people have found us through our website? Take some time and
look at the Association website, follow the links but pay special
attention to the Guest Book. And when you finish with the
Association’s Guest Book, go to your unit’s website and read that
Guest Book. My take on it is that we (our association) really
means something to a lot of people, even to many who do not
belong to our organization.

You can spend hours reading the Guest Book. Yeah, I know,
there are some sick characters out there too — with no real
purpose in life — just passing through the website leaving
unintelligible messages and other “graffiti”. I’m not talking
about them. I wonder what the statistics are for reading the
website and Guest Book but not signing it? My guess is we will
never know. Then we have those who sign the Guest Book who
are not members, some who are not qualified to be members and

some who are. We need to do a couple of things here — first of
which is try to get some of these people to join the association.
Also, those who need reaching out to, need to be reached out to
—even if they are not potential members. Is anybody listening?

I hope we can all take the time to respond to some of those
signing. It becomes more apparent every time I read through.
Let me give you some examples and quote a few messages just
as they appear:

“Hello, all.... Just checking in (first time here...) Impressed with
the site. Contact welcome™ or how about “I need info on
becoming a member” or this one: wi

understand I’m having a hard time typing can’t stop the tears! I

have been looking for this page for about 4 vears...” Is
anybody listening?

Do any of us take time to respond to these messages? As said so
many times before, it is your website. Your board of directors
and the unit directors can’t do it all.

One more thought on this, just in case you need more
encouragement about the power of our website and our
Association. Go visit the Association web site
(www,75thRRA.com), go to the guestbook and read the entry
from August 31, 2001. Then read it again. It’s time to get
involved. This guy — hopefully- got at least dozen’s of responses
from us — right? Is anybody listening?

-4 -
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VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE (CONTINUE

I’'m sure Roger Crunk (K/75) won’t mind if I quote part of a
message he posted on K Company’s website Guest Book
regarding our brothers in Iraq: “...in a life and death struggle
that in reality ma last mere minutes or even s

will remain with them for a life time. Sometimes the hardest
struggle comes afterwards.” That statement is a reflection from

the past, of the present and a vision of the future. We need to
respond and react to those needing this help now! Both those
from the past as well as our brothers who are returning now from
Iraq. The website and email is not the only answer but it sure is

)

And a great big thank you to Emmett for our outstanding website
and all of those other “techies” who designed, monitor and
maintain the individual unit’s websites. There is no telling how
many countless and thankless hours of work go unnoticed.

OK, I’'m through. I think I am going to take a week’s vacation
now and spend it sitting in front of the computer and visiting all
of the links in the Association website and the links that those
links take me to. Then when I run out of links I’'m going to log
into K Company’s site and start over again.

a start. Is anybody listening?

According to the media there has been a
whole friggin WAR since our last issue!
Combat, yes; firefights, yes; danger, yes;
but a WAR? In the good (?) ol’ days a
war lasted three, four, or even eight years.
Now it is over in a month (at least for us
non-combatants). I am not a big TV
watcher, oh I flip through and watch a
few Star Trek reruns, the History
Channel, and A&E, but that’s about it for
regular viewing (besides the all important
weather channel). And I have not seen a
single episode of any of the new wave of
reality shows (Survivor in Paris or
wherever). But I have to admit that real
military conflict, the ultimate “Reality
Show” got me glued to the TV. The first
two weeks I did not do anything before or
after work except continuously flip
through five different channels that gave
continuous war news. After two weeks
(duh) I realized that there was really only
five minutes worth of news, they just kept
saying it over & over with different
words. Then I managed to reduce myself
to just a morning and night fix and almost
got my life back to normal. I could get
started on expounding about the evil but
necessity of wars but I would be
“preaching to the choir” so I will let it be
without even a “but”.

Although 1 can stop myself from
pontificating about Operation Iraq
Freedom I cannot stop its ramifications.
Part of that is the death of three rangers of
3/75 and several others that were
seriously wounded. One of the KIAs,
Capt. Russell Rippetoe of A/3/75 was
aware of our association through the

Christmas / Family Fund donations to the
battalions, and according to his father
LTC (R) Joe Rippetoe, a former LRRP
himself, they had even talked about both
of them joining the association but had
just never got around to it. LTC Rippetoe
put out notice that in lieu of memorials to
his son that contributions should be made
to the 75th Ranger Regiment Association
in his name. We therefore started a
Rippetoe Fund to account for these
donations and as of today I have received
$3,500.00 in contributions. These funds
are being maintained as a sub-account of
the Christmas / Family Fund.

One Saturday in mid April 1 had the
pleasure of meeting Tom Kim, Russell’s
brother-in-law, and SSG Matt Minnick
the 3/75 liaison to the family. Tom had
been to Fort Benning to clear up Russell’s
affairs and to pick up Russell’s Harley
and return it to Colorado. Seeing that the
current official address of the association
is in Heflin, AL, Tom & Matt who was
traveling with him, called to say they
would be passing through the area on the
way. Being a lowly minion in the postal
system I have to work on Saturdays so
they stopped by the Heflin Post Office for
a few minutes to visit. I gave Tom a list
of the contributors to the Rippetoe fund
and he gave me a set of dog tags that had
been made to hand out at the memorial
for Russell. In trying to coordinate the
visit Tom had talked to my wife several
times and me once. I knew someone was
with him but I did not know who. When
Matt Minnick first introduced himself I
said 1 had heard his name before but

didn’t know where. Once I returned
home I went back through my emails and
sure enough one mentioned SSG Matt
Minnick as the family liaison. So I was
right Matt, I had seen your name; body
goes first, then the mind. Tom wanted a
picture so we got one of us three between
the two Harleys (good think I didn’t ride
any of my rice burners that day) Quite a
sight, these two slim & fit young fellows
on Harleys and a slightly over the hill fat
“used to be”. I don’t think I want to see
that picture.

The summer months are prime time for
reunions and I wish I could attend them
all (still a party guy I guess). The Sth ID
guys are set to have what sounds like a
great whing ding up in Montana, 4th ID
at Fort Bragg, VII Corps LRRPS at Fort
Campbell... Just can’t afford it or get the
time off. I did make the banquet at the
BDQ reunion in Huntsville, AL on May
3rd and got to meet several more
members I knew the name of but not the
face. Mike Martin and crew put together
a good dinner and honored their lost but
not forgotten comrades. Iam planning on
making the reunion of my unit the 101st
LRRP/RANGER Association in Nevada
in June. 1 was planning to make the
Ranger Rendezvous at Fort Benning in
August but that has been cut down to one
day, maybe, I can get off work. For those
of you who have never attended one of
these gatherings, I encourage you to do
so, but beware, they are addictive. Buck
Anderson already has his crew going full
speed on the biannual 75th reunion at
Fort Lewis, WA in the summer of 2004.

-5-
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SECRETARY’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

I’'m going to put in a call to GB and ask
him to put France on the back burner till
our reunion is over,

Anybody that takes the time to ready the
secretary’s comments has got to be a
serious member of the association. So
talking to you serious members,
membership is a primary concern of mine
and I am always trying to get and keep
members in our association. If you know
of someone who is qualified to be a
member but is not, send me his name &
address and I will send him a copy of
“Patrolling” and an application. If it
encourages him to join great! Ifhe is still
not interested, it has not been a great
intrusion of his privacy.

As usual I will include a small episode of
my time in the barrel. When the 101st
LRRPS first started they took only
combat experienced men, but by the time
I arrived in early 1970 L/75 was short of
men and would give most any volunteer a
chance. Thus we had newbies like me
learning on the job. Although I learned
and survived, it was not a good policy.

After our training mission [ was assigned
to team 1-1, SSG Delaney was my first
Team Leader. He was capable and
competent and had been in D/75 before
moving to L/75 when Delta deactivated.
He was probably the Team Leader when I
had my first contact. It was just the 1st or
2nd mission after I was assigned to team
1-1. It had been a quiet mission, we had
seen or heard nothing for 4 days. During

our travel we had passed a good PZ
(pickup zone), so on the night of the 4th
day we moved back to spend the night
there and wait for pickup the next
morning. It was late in the afternoon and
we were setting up for the night. [ was
going out to set up a claymore mine about
30 feet down a small finger. Since I was
going to be setting up the claymore the
SOP was that someone else would go
with me to watch the jungle and provide
“cover”. I was kneeling down placing the
claymore in front of a tree (so the back
blast wouldn’t hit us). My cover guy was
standing beside me to keep watch. The
enemy opened up on us. My cover guy
fell down beside me saying “I'm hit, I'm
hit!” T could not see any of the enemy so
I asked him “where, where are you hit?”
He said “I don’t know where, but I'm
hit!” “Come on, I said, give me an idea.”
“The shoulder, I think it’s the shoulder”
he said. I was looking at his shoulder but
I didn’t see any holes so I kept asking him
if he was sure he was hit. I finally found
it, the hole had been hidden in a fold of
his fatigues. The bullet went through
clean so there was only a hole smaller
than a dime going in and coming out. It
didn’t bleed much either. I was going to
help him back to the perimeter but the
team leader told me to stay there and
cover while someone else came up to get
him. At first I was looking but not firing
because I didn’t see anyone. The team
leader told me to shoot anyway. I was
thinking of conserving ammo, but in a
case like that the Team leader told me
later, he would rather have me waste the
ammo but maybe make the enemy duck

his head or at least spoil his aim. At any
rate [ stayed out on the finger shooting up
the jungle while someone else came out
and dragged my cover guy back. Once
they were back, everyone covered me
while I crawled back. That was a good
feeling in itself, I had been feeling very
lonely and vulnerable out on that finger
by myself. There were some old foxholes
on our little hilltop about mid-thigh deep,
not allot but better than nothing. The
Team Leader called for the immediate
reaction force and we kept up a sporadic
fire into the jungle. The wounded fellow
was yelling and cussing us all saying we
were leiting him die. Someone had
bandaged his shoulder and a Medic was
on the way so there was nothing anyone
could do, but he was still cussing us all.
As | said, he just took one round in the
shoulder that went straight through so he
wasn’t in danger of dying soon except
maybe from shock. The Medivac came
and got the wounded guy, the reaction
force arrived and since it was late in the
evening we stayed with them through the
night and were extracted the next
morning. They searched the area but did
not have any more contact. I did not
know it at the time, but the wounded
fellow had been with me in Basic
Training, AIT, Jump School, and had
been one of the six volunteers with me
for L Company. We had always been in
different platoons, and didn’t know each
other at all. His turned out to be the
“Million Dollar Wound”, the bullet
creased his lung and he was sent straight
back to the “World” the United States,
with a Purple Heart and a Bronze Star.

TREASURER’S MESSAGE
By Joe Niblett

As usual I am late in sending in my article, and John Chester is
no longer referring to me by my name. That’s what happens
when you go out of town for a couple of weeks. Your laptop hard
drive crashes and someone steals your cell phone. I had a nasty
message on cell phone when I replaced it this past Saturday, from
our fearless leader Dana telling me to get off my butt and do my
job.

We have lost many great men and women of our country over
the past few months. I offer my condolences to the families of
these men and women. As we look to the future we also need to
remember those still cﬁployed to Afghanistan. [ read an article
that featured the 126" Medical Company (Air Ambulance) of

the California National Guard. A photo in the article was of my
old teammate Ranger Teves. As association members, we need
to actively pursue old teammates to get them to join our
association. The future of our association is depends on
membership growth.

The Association is currently in sound financial position.
However, over the next few months I will be working with to
board of directors to assess our future outlook, specifically,
plotting trends and projecting the cash flows of our organization.

Ranger Leads the Way!
Joe Niblett
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE
By John Chester

Every once in a while we need to do
things that we don’t want to do. Some can
be very difficult; indeed they are things
that any normal person would shy from. I
experienced one such event recently. On
Wednesday, April 16, 2003, Mary Anne
and | attended the internment of SSG
Nino Livaudais, A CO 3/75th Ranger
Regiment, who was KIA in Iraq. It was
with profoundly mixed feelings that |
attended this ceremony. I was honored to
represent our Association and at the same
time, thoughts of other military funerals
that I had attended thirty or more years
ago intruded.

It was a perfect day in April, warm, sunny
and with the breath of spring in the air.
The cherry blossoms were slightly past
their prime, but still impressive. The long
rows of perfectly aligned
headstones and monuments
dominate this garden of
stone. On that morning a
young Ranger was put to
his final rest and we were |\
all present here to honor ST
him and in so doing, honor ‘
his commitment to his "% -
country and to his chosen
profession, the profession
of arms.

As I looked around me, and

[ saw several General

Officers, one of whom is

the Chief of Staff of the

Army. SSG  Nino

Livaudais probably never

met the General while alive, but he was
there to honor his death. The sounds of
Taps echoes among the monuments, and
even though 1 knew it was coming, [ still
jumped at the crash of the first volley
from the firing detail. My wife’s hand on
my arm brought me back to the present;
my war is over. This one belongs to
younger men. Younger but not really
different, they are still risking everything
for what they believe in, just as we did,
and just as our Fathers and their Fathers
did.

The ceremony proceeded with Military
precision, the Old Guard, resplendent in

their immaculate dress blues carefully
folded the flag and presented it to SSG
Livaudais’ pregnant wife and their two
little boys, not yet six years old. Another
was presented to his mother, the widow
of a survivor of the Bataan Death March.
Service is indeed a part of Nino
Livaudais’ heritage.

At the close of the ceremony a line of
people, lead by the Chief of Staff of the
Army and his wife, filed by the bereaved
to pay their respects and to extend their
condolences. Mary Anne and I were at
the bottom of the crowd as the CSA and
his wife passed by in his black beret and
greeted us. We exchanged a few words
and he moved on, his demeanor as
solemn as the proceedings.

Firing Detail, Funeral of S5G Nino Livaudais
April 16, 2003, Arlington National Cemetery

If anyone thinks that there is such a thing
as a cheap war, there was an article in our
local paper recently that will dispel that
notion. It seems that Gertrude Janeway,
93, recently died in Blaine, TN. She was
the last surviving widow of a Union
veteran of the Civil War. Her husband
had died more than 60 years ago. They
were married when she was 18 and he
was 81. And this was long before Viagra.
She died in the 3 room log cabin in which
she had spent most of her life. She
described her husband, John Janeway, as
the love of her life. She never remarried
after his death more than 60 years ago.
She received a $70.00 check each month

from the Veterans Administration. The
punch line? The last Confederate widow,
Alberta Martin, 95 is still alive in Elba,
GA. Remember, this war ended almost
140 years ago.

I have recetved—aTummber—ot-inquiries
about the prosecution of wannabes or
imposters, persons claiming to be former
Rangers, Seals, Special Forces, etc.
There is an excellent book that has been
very recently published, Fake Warriors,
by Henry Mark Holzer and Erica Holzer
(Xlibris Corporation). (See review in this
Issue). The authors are both attorneys, so
there is some technical jargon
throughout. They go into quite a bit of
detail about Federal Statutes that are
available to prosecute phonys, but State
law can differ greatly among the States.
It’s worth reading.

I have been meaning for
some ume 10 write an
. informal summary of some
_ of the changes that occur
- when a veteran’s disability
has been adjudicated as
- 100% service connected. I

. could be mean & do it here
in the largely unread
regions, but if you look in
the regular articles section,
it will be there.

I want to welcome Sampan
Ltd to the magazine, They
purchased a card ad & now
have a link from our
website ( 75thrra.org ) to their website. I
purchased some NVA & VC flags from
them last year. The quality was great and
the service was first rate. Give them a
look, their website is www.sampan.com .

Were you a LRRP? Or were you a LRP?
Or maybe a Ranger? Thirty plus years
after the fact, there still seems to be a
little cyclone of controversy over the
distinction. During the Vietnam War all
three of the above did the same thing in
the same AO, carried the same weapons,
wore the same uniforms and
accomplished the same missions. Yet we
still fight over the names we called
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EDITOR’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

ourselves. A great philosopher once said,
“Men don’t fight because they have
causes, men have causes so that they can
fight.”

I have talked to a number of people in the
last couple of weeks, two of them Unit
Directors, and they have said that a
significant number of the people that are
members of their unit associations won’t
join the 75th Ranger Regiment
Association because of the emphasis
placed on the Ranger Battalions, and
because they were LRRP’S or LRP’S and
don’t identify with the present day
Rangers. That’s a little like being angry
with your son because he wasn’t there
before he was born. Whether we like it or
not, the present day Rangers trace their
lineage to us old broken down LRRP’S
and LRP’S. And yes the old broken down
Rangers too. If you want to be real
technical, the mission for all three of the
Vietnam era organizations was a whole
lot closer to the present day Long Range
Surveillance Units than to the present day
Rangers. But you know what? I’'m damn
proud of both of them, I don’t care what
they’re called.

Is there a common ground here? After all
it was the Army that arbitrarily changed
the names from LRRP to LRP and finally
to Ranger. I was a LRRP and then I
became a LRP. 1 was doing the same
thing after the change. I got a young man
into the unit when we were LRRP’S. He
was there when we became LRP’S. He
was killed, after [ left and after he became
a Ranger. Should I forget him because he
was a Ranger when he was killed and 1
was a LRP? [ still mourn him, though I
had nothing to do with his death, and I
visit him each time I go to the wall. To
me, he is just one of my people who
didn’t make it and I will probably always
blame myself a little bit for his death,
regardless of what he was called and
despite the fact that I was 12,000 miles
away when it happened.

If it’s possible for a bunch of old warriors
to lay down their weapons and make
peace, maybe this is as good a time as

we’ll find. There is a new generation that
has done a magnificent job fighting a new
war, and in spite of the differences we do
have a common ground whether you
were a LRRP, a LRP, a Ranger or a LRS.
That common ground is the word Range.
It is in every name. That’s what we are.
We are the people that Range out in front
of every one else, who find the enemy,
find the danger and protect those behind
us. We did it then and our sons and
brothers are doing it now. As Shakespear
said, “After all, what’s in a name?” If you
want to stay bitter and remain isolated
from the rest of your family, don’t use a
name as an excuse. The LRRP’S, LRP’S
and Rangers of the Vietnam era will most
probably never be awarded the Ranger
tab. Deal with it and get over it. We all
know what we did and the price we paid.
If you choose to be bitter now, you are the
only person who will suffer. The rest of

us are going to read the magazine, enjoy
the web site, talk to our friends, both old
and the new one’s we’ll make, go to the
reunions, help the people we can and
sympathize with the one’s we can’t. In
short, we’re going to have a life. You're
invited to join us. Welcome home.

The above doesn’t apply to every one, but
if you know someone it does apply to,
maybe you can share it with him. We are
strongly considering placing the unit
reports in reverse chronological order, in
other words, the present day Rangers will
be at the beginning and the first LRRP’S
will be at the end. I wrote the above
anticipating a storm of controversy. There
is no slight or precedence intended for or
against anyone. It simply makes sense to
go from the new to the old. Your
comments are invited.

SoMENMES t
FEEL LIKE A

HUMAN  Doof
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WEB MASTER
By Emmett W. Hiltibrand

I’m getting almost good at this stuff. I've made so many changes to the web site that I’m not sure if | can remember to list them
all here. I think I'm having too much fun. Once I learned that writing source code for a web site wasn’t rocket science, | went wild.
I’m starting to get a little fancy with some of the stuff on the site. For you old time computer geeks, you’ll notice there is a lot more
Cascading Style Sheet code on the pages. It seems to be the way web site development is going. ['ve taken two HTML ~(__
courses and passed them and now beginning the CSS series. Next in my education will be in the line of XHTML and then
straight into XML. Lastly, | want to round off my web knowledge with some JavaScript. OK, no more fancy talk.

Association Officers & The Top Tabs lead you to 7 major regions in the web site. The Left Side Menu of each
Unit Directors region leads you to different sections within that region. Each section of the left menu is a
Association Units complete or self-contained thought or idea. You're going to have to explore each portion to
see what is there.
As you can see to the left, I've changed some of the Left Side Menus on the sheets to
make things more assessable. You’ll have to check each page to see what’s new there.
I’ve also added a little Uncle Sam guy to all pages and left side menu’s so you or anyone
Application Form can click straight into a Application Form from almost anywhere and join the Association.
S g My next trick will b to add a Guest Book icon so regardless of where you are, you can

Association History
Ranger History
Ranger Creed

shoot to the guest book to make an Entry or View Entries.

On the *Home” Tab, I've place some direct links to places within the site that
are either new and interesting or important for you to see and know about.

/Iwww.75thrra.com

— Click on them and see what they are and where they take you. I will change
TOP SITE CHOICES these from time to time. Just above the Top Site Choices are the most current
news entries. These automatically change to reflex the newest entry and are = =
Association Officers ever changing.

Association Units
Ranger History
Veteran Service Organizations
Mega Links

|| F/75 RANGER | | F/50 LRP || || 25th DIV LRRP |

http

AIRBORNE

. ¥ |\ RANGER [ 75
0 INE

(s

— — e ] = ——
History Photos | Roster | KIA | WebSite |
|| UNIT DIRECTOR - Joe Little  (Joe’s Message) ||

The table graphic you see above is located as a header for several pages. Each is related to a specific unit and from this header the
links will take you to pages of interest concerning that unit. David Walker has done a fantastic job on reworking all of the graphics for
unit crests and patches. I think I’ve created another monster because he’s starting to like this stuff. The History portions probably need
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WEB MASTER MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
to be reworked by the members of the unit. I will post photos lf .the Unif Directdr éends tl&eiﬁ to me. Roster is optional if the unit
wants one posted. Simple name and dates plus if they are located or not is all that is needed.

I’ve been working for months on these KIA rosters. So before you start getting upset because I’ve left off a name, misspelled a name
or have a wrong date; I’m working off data I rounded up. I’ve sent the pages to the Unit Director for his review. Some have responded
back and most have not said anything. Are there Unit Directors even out there? Most Unit Directors do not have a message posted
and it is not because I have failed to post it. In most cases, I post information sent to me that very same day.

Below is a table located on the “About Us” tab, left menu, ‘Ranger History’ top item. It lists all the KIA’s for this Association. 1
have them broken out by Alphabetical, by Year, by Month and by Unit of death. If your not sure when someone died, there are several
ways to find your friend.

IN “RANGER” MEMORIAL
Listed Alphabetically || Listed by Year ﬂ Listed by Month m Listed by Unit

As an example, if you were to click by Unit, you would see the table below. There it lists all the units. Just click on the unit
of choice and view that units KIA’s.

THIS UNIT IN “ RANGER” MEMORIAL

l HOME C/75 | | RGR, E/20 LRP I E/75 RGR, E/50 LRP F/75 RGR, F/50 LRP, 25 DIV LRRP

G/75 RGR, E/51 LRP
K/75 RGR, E/58 LRP,4 DIV LRRP

N/75 RGR, 74 LRP, 173 LRRP

2BN 75 RGR REGT 3BN75 RGR REGT

Without a doubt, the most interesting tab on the web site is the “Interesting Links”
‘i tab. I have spent a lot of time securing links to about any place of interest you might want to
| goto. Even more important on this left side menu is the ‘Health & Wellness’. This link just

might save your life. It’s not completed yet but we are working on it. Visit it often. Matter
of fact, I suggest you go into your browser and set the Association Home page as your web
| site ‘Home Page’. That way, when you start up your web browser, it automatically opens to

. our Association Home page and you can see what’s current.

The “Other Association” tab is blank. There is nothing there. I'm open for

: suggestion’s as to what you guys want there. It’s your web site. If you have some HTML

N - skills or more advanced skills, please let me know if you would like to help with the site. If

_ ¢ you have pictures of your unit and want them posted, route them through the Unit Director

- - and he will send them to me. Oh, by the way, if your Unit Director has not posted his Unit
: Directors Message, ask him why he hasn’t done so yet.

i

: The web site is evolving. It is far from complete. There is much to do and we are
- working on it as fast as we can. You will notice the direction we are going with it and what
" we have accomplished so far. Check back often to view the changes. If you have ideas as to
{ what you’d like to see, let us know. I can use all the help I can get. If you see an error in any

' AddaLi'!'f ! of your unit data, let your Unit Director know so he can contact me to fix it.

[lwww.75thrra.com/

We are peddling this bike as fast as we can so please be patient. Please go to the Guest Book often and just post a
simple comment. Write to me and give me suggestions. Submit articles through your unit to the site. Contribute and be a
working part of your Association. It will only be as good as you make it. This Association has come a long ways since it first
began and that is due to men like you. Now is not the time to sit back and be timid. The only thing that kept you guys alive
was your boldness and aggressiveness. Now put it to good use and help your fellow brothers. Until next time. Emmett
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

DISCLAIMER: This series of articles entitled ‘LEGISLATIVE HELP LINE’ is meant to be an informative aid in assisting you in protecting your
rights. It is also meant to keep you informed of the ever—changmg legislative forum that may affect you. There is a caveat here. The 75th Ranger
Regiment Association is not allowed to assist you in this effort. Our Constitution has a stipulation that forbids this. I quote: “2. Politics. The
Association shall not engage in any political activity. Directors and members ecifically prohibited from engaging in any form of activity that

relates the Association to political activity.” Therefore, no Officer, Unit Director, Advocate or Member may present himself as a representative
speaking for or on the behalf of the 75th Ranger Regiment Association. Now, thls does not prevent you from actmg for yourselfon your own behalf,
I quote: The foregoin not reclude theA sociation from bein

foregoing prohibited activities will result in loss of vested right to membership.” As I said, this section is provided as a service to inform you. You

must act on your own. Do not attempt to act on behalf of the Association. Thank you, Emmett W. Hiltibrand - President

Miscellaneous Legislative News

VA Copay Refund: Veterans insured by the Hartford Life Insurance Company or the USAA Life Insurance Company may be eligible
for a refund of their VA co-payments. In a recent settlement with the Department of Veterans Affairs and a coalition of insurance
industry groups, Hartford and USAA paid VA approximately $11.1 million. The settlement involves payments for care provided by VA
to insured veterans with Medicare or Tri-care supplemental coverage from Jan. 1, 1995 through Dec. 31, 2001. The settlement clarifies
the claims reimbursement process. It not only resolves the litigation but also reimburses those veterans whose co-payments to VA
should have been covered by their insurance. Veterans insured by Hartford or USAA who paid VA co-payments for VA medical care
they received from Jan. 1, 1995 through Dec. 31, 2001 may ask VA for a refund of their co-payments on a first-come, first-served basis.
All requests for refunds must be postmarked by April 1, 2004. VA will notify by mail those veterans who may be eligible for refunds
according to records on file. Other veterans who believe they may be eligible for a refund may obtain a claims application form by
calling 1-866-258-2772 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., EST, M-F. They also may download the application from the VA website at
www.va.gov/hottopic . [Source: VA News Release 25 APR 03]

Medicare Rehabilitation Therapy Caps: Barring quick action to change the law in the next two months, Medicare is making plans
to institute an annual cap of $1,500 on outpatient services for occupational therapy and speech and physical therapy on June 30. For
TFL beneficiaries, this means that after the cap is met, TRICARE will become first payer, leaving patients with a 20 or 25 percent cost
share until the $3,000 TRICARE annual out-of-pocket catastrophic cap is met. It is estimated that 13 percent of all Medicare
beneficiaries will be impacted. H.R. 1125 (Rep. English, R-PA) and S. 569 (Sen. Ensign, R-NV) have been introduced in Congress to
stop the implementation of these caps, which were originally put in law in 1997. The effective date has been delayed several times but
will go into effect unless the new legislation is approved. [Source: MOAA’s Leg Up for May 2, 2003]

CRSC Update 3: At an informal meeting of various veterans’ service organization representatives and DoD officials this week
procedures governing the new special compensation for certain military retirees with combat, operational or training-related disabilities
were discussed. CRSC, pro-announced as “kursek” is on track for the 1 June implementation date. DoD hopes to be able to release
the new rules sometime after mid-May. A clarifying point was made regarding Purple Heart recipients. The example involved a retiree
who received a Purple Heart for an injury for which VA awarded a 20% disability rating and the retiree incurred a subsequent combat
related disability that was also VA rated at 20%. Under these circumstances, the retiree’s CRSC monthly payment would be the amount
of the 20% VA disability rating only, which for 2003 is $201. DOD’s logic for this is that the combined disability rating total of 36%
rounded off to 40% is less than 60%, which is the qualifying percentage requirement when no Purple Heart was awarded. However, if
subsequent increases in disability are granted that are specifically derived from a Purple Heart related injury, the CRSC will be adjusted
accordingly. Although the draft procedures were not released to the participants, the below outline of the process emerged during the
informal talks.
Officials stressed that this is preliminary, unofficial information only, and that procedures/forms have not been officially approved:
1. Application instructions should be released in the next few weeks.
2. Instructions will be available via the Web and retiree newsletters. Once approved, applicants will be able to fill out and print an
electronic application on the web at https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/crsc for mailing to the retiree’s parent service for consideration by its
review board. The website is currently under construction and will be operation no later than 31 May 2003. There are no provisions
for electronic filing.
3. Each Military Department will establish review boards to award or deny the special compensation for retirees with at least 20 years’
active federal service who have VA-rated disabilities that are associated with a Purple Heart (10% or higher) or that are related to

-12 -





































































































































































