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A/75-D/17 LRP-V Corps LRRP

Tom Brizendine

14424 Magnolia Creek Dr.
Foley, AL 36536

(334) 945-6764

Email: tdbriz@gulftel.com

—C/58 LRP - VII PS LRRP

Kirk Gibson

2441 Fishing Creek Valley Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17112

(717) 599-5894 home

(717) 986-2004 daytime

Email: khgibson@paonline.com

C/75 - E/20 LRP

Sam Pullara

7512 Haddon Way

Plano, TX 75025

(972) 943-3250

Emai: sampul@comcast.net

D75

John J. Kingeter

526 Lavina Dr.

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

(717) 766-1484

Email: Tom Delany: del_t@msn.com

E/75 - E/50 LRP - 9th DIV LRRP
Robert Copeland

8 Fieldstone Gate

Spruce Grove, AB Canada T7X2Z2
(780) 962-0114

Email: copela3@attglobal.net

F/7$ - F/50 - 25th DIV LRRP
Joe Little

10129 W. Highland Ave
Phoenix, AZ 86037

(623) 877-3797

Email: jclittlel@cox.net

= = RP
Steve Crabtree
5069 Kingsbridge Pass
Powder Springs, GA 30127
Email: stephen.crabtree@lmco.com

—E/52 — 1st RP
William T. Anton
11918 Hall Shop Rd.
Clarksville, MD 21029
(301) 854-3359
Email: polar_bear_01@runbox.com

Dave Hill
564 Everglades Ln.
Livermore, CA 94550
(925) 373-1363
Email: hill@lsil.com

K/75 — E/58 LRP — 4th DIV LRRP
Bill ‘Ichabod’ Bullen

PO Box 34

Palm, PA 18070

(215) 679-8856

Email: k75ranger@comcast.net

UNIT DIRECTORS

L/75 - LRP—

Randall White

N4256 Powell Lake Rd.
Wetmore, MI 49895

(906) 387-2318

Email: ranwhite@jamadots.com

M/75 - 71st LRP — 199th LRRP
Jack Fuche

3488 East M-72

Grayling, M1 49738

(517) 348-1220

Email: Steve Houghton:

(989) 352-7308

Email: escort@pathwaynet.com

Reed Cundiff
125 San Ysidro
Las Cruces, NM
(505) 523-5081
Email: rcundiff@zianet.com

Bailey Stauffer

175 E. Stauffer Lane
Safford, AZ 85546
(520) 428-3696

Email: feolrp@aznex.net

P/75 = 79th LRP

Bill Davis

50 Montell Street
Oakland, CA 94611

(510) 655- 8962

Email: beol@sbcglobal.net

D/151 LRP/RANGER

Tom Blandford

5882 Hollow Oak Trail

Carmel, IN 46033-9567

(317) 846-6374

Email: tomblandford@hotmail.com

E/51LRP

Russell Dillon

39 Pearl St.

Wakeman, OH 44889

(440) 839-2607

Email: redmjd2@accnorwalk.com

H h RA R
Tom Pendelton
Email: pendlett@att.net

1st Sth R RE:
Roger Brown

8588 McKee Road

Upatoi, GA 31829

(706) 561-4079

Email: Ranger18588@aol.com

Rich Hecht

16706 132nd Ave E.

Puyallup, WA 98374

(253) 536-9051

Email: Rich275RGR@aol.com

3rd BN, 75th RANGER REGT
Peter Squeglia

30 Meadow Brook Lane
Reading, MA 01867

(781) 942-0601

Email: suasponte@attbi.com

LRRP DETACHMENT- 3rd ID
Michael McClintock

1442 Cedarwood Dr.

San Mateo, CA 94403

(650) 341-7331

Email: oldIrrp62@aol.com

ARVN RANGER ADV, (BDQ)
Mike Martin

803 West Lincoln St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

(931) 455-3824

Email: bdq@75thrangers.org

The following individuals are appointed
by the President of the
75th Ranger Regiment Association to their
respective positions in order to facilitate the
day-to-day operation of the Association.

Bob Smyers

Coquina Key Arms
5023-C Starfish Drive SE
St Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 821-3744

hotel2alpha@msn.com

Association Advocate
Dan Nate
408 Elm Street
Woodbury Heights, NJ 08097
(856) 848-9174

Dannate@comcast.net

Id r Mother Advocate
Sandee Rouse

GoldStars75thRRA@aol.com

Gold Star Wife Advocate
Sandy Harris

SANDYS5790@aol.com

Association Legal nsel
John Chester
john.chester3@verizon.net

James Savage

! iation Phot I
Patrick Bassanti

743 King Street

Franklin, MA 02038

(508) 541-7046

bi earthlink.net
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75th Ranger Regiment Association
P. O. Box 921
Heflin, AL 36264

www.75thrra.org

President
Dana McGrath
68 Pondella Road
Ft Myers, FL 33903
941-574-7866

C! et

Vice President
Wayne Mitsch
826 Lakeshore Dr
Berkley Lake, GA 30096
w

Secretary
Ron Edwards
P. O. Box 921
Heflin, AL 36264
256-831-7146
e.ne

Treasurer
Joe Niblett
6746 NW 43rd Place
Coral Springs, FL 33067
954-796-7153
rgrioe1 75@aol.com

Patrolling Editor
John Chester
3208 Rueckert Ave
Baltimore, MD 21214
410-426-1391
FAX 410-426-0243

John.chester3@verizon.net

Patrolling is published quarterly by the 75th
Ranger Regiment Association, Inc., and is
mailed third class postage, under postal permit
#75, Duncansville, PA

The opinions expressed by the
Officers, Unit Directors, Editor and other writers
are entirely their own and are not to be considered
an official expression or position of the
Association. Advertisements for products or
services do not constitute an endorsement by the
Association.

Manuscripts, photographs and
drawings are submitted at the risk of the
individual submitting the material. Captions must
be submitted with any photographs or graphics.
The Officers and the Editor reserve the right to
edit submissions for clarity and space constraints.
Every precaution will be taken to preserve the
intent and scope of the author. The Officers and
Editor reserve the right to refuse any submission,
that is in bad taste, offensive or that discredits
unnecessarily any individual or group.

Deadlines are the 15th of February, May,
August, and November for the Spring, Summer,
Fall and Winter Issues respectively.

POSTMASTER
Send address corrections to: Patrolling, PO
Box 921 , Heflin, AL 36264

Patrolling is printed by:
A Plus Printing, Inc.
500 32nd Street
Altoona, PA 16602
(814) 942-7711

meolledge@aplusprintingi

WEB SITE & MAGAZINE NEWS

The Association web site and Patrolling magazine are the windows of the 75th Ranger
Regiment Association, Inc. They are the principal means of communication from the
Officers and Unit Directors to our members and the principal means of attracting new
members. These two media sources, like the Association itself, are the property and
responsibilities of all the members. We are going to highlight, in each issue, new features
of each, and what our members can do to support and enhance both.

Web site: The changes made to the web site are too numerous to list here. Please read
the section set aside for the Web Site. I’'m to a point where I need help on the web site.
If any of you members know how to construct a web site or work on it, please contact me
at ranger2c@mchsi.com or call me at (706) 323-5426. 1 need help in the area of
photograph processing, meta tag key word and description writing and gathering data in
preparation to post it to the web site. There are a few who are helping me now but there
is so much more to do. Take a look at you unit’s portion of the web site. If your unit’s
portion is missing the “Unit Directors Message”, contact your Unit Director to have him
post one. If your unit KIA’s are missing data or data is wrong, contact your Unit
Director.  I’ve heard nothing from all but C/75, F/75, G/75 1/75 and P/75. If your “Unit
History” is not accurate or missing all together, contact your Unit Director. If there are
no pictures in your unit “Photo Album”, contact your Unit Director. I’ve gotten a few
pictures from even fewer units. Gentlemen, this Association is a fraternal organization
made up of volunteers. All of us are volunteers. If the one who volunteers is not doing
all he can, he becomes a liability for all of us. This is your Association, step up and
contribute to the good of the team. The same goes with this Patrolling Magazine. Too
many people enjoy it so much but it is put together by so few. All of you should be
willing to supply data to it. We were all volunteers once, what happened? We need to
recapture the spirit that once propelled us the forefront and make this Association, web
site and magazine the best in the military community

Emmett

Patrolling Magazine: This is the first issue with the modern Ranger Battalions being
first in the unit report pages. We felt that this order of unit reports better reflected the
chronological order of what was happening, (Present happenings reported first). It is not
intended to be a slight to anyone, in fact the entire Board of Directors, including one of
the three Battalion Directors, are Vietnam or pre-Vietnam vets. There were very few who
were not in favor of the change.

Sid Smith has agreed to assist in selling advertising and sponsorship for the magazine. He
brings a great deal of promotional experience to the job and will be a great asset to the
publication.

I hate to harp on something, but I received several submissions with photos imbedded in
the text. I cannot open these photos. Please send the photos as separate files, or they will
not be in the magazine.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
By Dana McGrath

Rangers,

In the past weeks, ['ve had the
opportunity to visit Ft. Benning a couple
times and enjoyed every minute of my
time there (did I say "Thanks" for this
"job"? You tasked me with hanging out
with my personal Heroes more than I
otherwise would have had the chance!).

The Dedication / Memorial Services in
June were heart-wrenching in all
directions, sad as one gets for those who
gave it all, proud as one can be of those
who walked the walk of the last few
months, and both for those who "earned"
the Purple Heart for their Service.

They each have my (our) undying
Respect and Gratitude for their
commitments to the freedom of people
they don't even know, but are willing to
risk their own lives to gain something the
"newly-freed" don't even yet understand.
The French don't understand it after all
these years and we've freed them more
than once - don't mean nuthin', Rangers -
keep up the good work.

The Ranger Regimental Change of
Command / Rendezvous in August was
eye-opening for this old Ranger - [ saw
the first Mass Tactical Jump I'd ever seen,
coupled with some EXCELLENT
Boxing and Ranger-level games, had
some Ranger-time with the Rangers who
just came in from their most-recent world
tour (and couldn't tell me any stories -
don't you just HATE that?). You
Battalion Rangers are still NUTS as
Rangers have been for all time, and one
day you're going to have to tell us a story
(when you are allowed to so do, of
course!).

Our media and actors here in the U.S. are
helping the newly-freed understand how
badly we're treating them, so we won't be
listening to them, either. No movies for
me, Thanks - I'd rather watch a
Communist Training Film (re: Platoon,
CNN "News", Time Mag, etc.) for free,
because 1 at least know whose side
they're on and won't be paying at the
theatre for them to defeat us on the

battlefield from home. The United States
has freed FOUR Countries in the last 20
years and THAT no one will ever be able
to take from today's Soldier. This Ranger
is on a Hollywood boycott and it might
just last a lifetime.

RANGER HALL OF FAME: Now Is
The Time For All Good Men To Come To
The Aid Of Their Brethren (sorry, a lapse
to my Clerical days there). It's the right
time to get your RHOF Packets together -
believe it or not, the time is running fast,
and the window will close before you get
it done if you don't start NOW. The
recent RHOF Inductees were a vivid
example of Service and Combat Mentors
whose lives and actions are icons to us
all, especially that Ranger Trainee who
needs a light for the path he's trudging
along as | type this article - remember -
all he ever wanted to be was YOU.
Congratulations to those inducted - I was
honored to have met many of them and
they're all they seem to be, I assure you.
THANKS to Emmett Hiltibrand for
Chairing the 75th RRA Ranger Hall Of
Fame Selection Committee - if you think
that's easy, just say so and we'll give you
a turn in the barrel. I'll be doing that job
for the near term (unless somebody tells
me how easy it is), and will be putting
together a Committee of the same type
soon (don't answer your phone).

RANGER REUNION: This thing is

coming together -
SEATTLE/TACOMA/FT. LEWIS -
HOME OF THE SECOND

BATTALION, SUMMER, 2004. Dates
as of today (subject to immediate change
if we get dates for the Change Of
Command there) are 7/31/04 to 8/4/04.
LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE
DEFINITELY ATTENDING - we're
trying hard to project needs of space,
booze and Ranger games at Ft. Lewis -
NOW's THE TIME if you know you're
going. We're working on a Hotel in the
AO and will update through the Website
& the Unit Directors as things come
together. THANKS to the folks working
on this project (Buck, Hank & Rich and
many others) - it hasn't been easy and

won't be, but that's the Ranger world and

we'll do an outstanding job of it, as usual.

I attended the K/75th Ranger Reunion
(the best-looking Rangers ever, you
know) in Fayetteville, North Carolina
right after the Rendezvous at Benning.
You have to go from the Active-Duty
Ranger world to the RVN-days Ranger
Reunion to recognize that Rangers
haven't changed a bit in all the years such
Men have served. (Tom Herring and Ben
Defoe of WWII Rangers can still kick
some serious butt, by the way.) Our First
Sergeant, Don Keller (CSM Retired, but
always the First Sergeant to us) got us a
special visit to the Special Operations
Museum in Fayetteville, where the first
LRP/LRRP/Ranger display was newly
placed - a real fine job in the making and
well worth the visit if you are in the AO.
A couple of us offered the use of their
Berets and/or K/75th Aussie hats, Drive-
on Rags, etc., but Don said they were
"too grungy" for the display - imagine
THAT? The "Officers and Men of
K/75th Rangers" (why do they say that -
if not "Men", what are they exactly?)
presented a gorgeous plaque in
commemoration of First Sergeant
Keller's fine service in the early days of
Rangers in Vietnam. He's got a wall
FULL of such mementos and deserves
each and every one of them. Thanks,
First Sergeant, from Rangers everywhere
- we know who "Lead" us and we won't
forget soon. I don't know of a better way
to spend a few days of vacation than with
the folks we used to know so well - felt
like no time had passed since we were
bickering and picking on each other as
Young Rangers, although the beer
consumption dropped significantly since
the 60s and 70s. It's still awesome, but
not the same - the liver can only stand so
much, even over decades. DON'T MISS
YOUR COMPANY REUNION or the
75th RRA Reunions - I've never regretted
the money or the time, and I've attended
several after 27 years of no-Ranger
contact after DEROS/ETS. My Wife
now knows I'm not the only nut in the
world.

FAMILY FUND: Already this year, this
Fund is receiving donations from

w
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PARESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

Rangers, both Active and Former, and
folks who just believe in the Ranger
world and its Families. Please begin
thinking about what you can afford to
donate so the Christmas Season can be
brighter for the Active-Duty Ranger
Families, and we can help in other ways
throughout the year. We've helped in
areas where no other help was available
and will do so as long as YOU make it
possible to do it through your donations.
Most of us can remember when no such
support was available, so we sure know
why it's important now. Imagine your
Ranger wounded, in a hospital distant
from your home and you haven't enough
money to afford to stay near his bedside -
THAT's the kind of thing we helped with
recently with YOUR donations. Many of
us lived in the "Xin Loi, so sorry, tough to
be you" days of Service, and it's now up
to us to make sure it doesn't return.
You've done it RANGER LEVEL and I'm
sure we'll continue to be able to assist
today's serving Ranger and his Family
when called upon. A personal Thanks
from me for letting me walk point in this
project - I ain't worthy, but WE are,

UNIT DIRECTORS: Let's help these
beleaguered Rangers get the job done at
the Unit level. Call yours and volunteer
to do something to offload the ruck of the
guy who "volunteered" to do this job.
Emmett's working with the UDs to list
every KIA Ranger we can find, and the
effort is well-displayed on the Website
already for Units who have gotten the
data to Emmett. Other projects
(Company Reunions during 75th RRA
Reunion?) are being worked on as
possible, but there's only ONE Unit
Director for each Unit, and that's why
things take so long.

GUESTBOOK: Read the
www.75thRRA.com guestbook often and
you'll find interesting posts from former
Rangers you know, and rather demeaning
posts at times about other things (me, for
instance). We try to keep it "clean" of
those things no guestbook was ever
meant to include, but it's there and good
reading (especially the things about ME -
a lowly Clerk-turned-Field-Dude) for all.
Use "CTRL F", which will open a "find"

box - enter your name (or mine) and hit
"Find" - it'll scan the whole page for what
you're looking for - quick & easy. The
folks who post there often mention who
they're trying to find, but often get no
answer because so many don't visit the
Guestbook. Try it - you'll like it
(probably get sued for using that phrase,
now).

Keep Driving On and stay in range of
commo - use a Radio Relay where
necessary, but don't lose commo with
YOUR Association and Unit Director.
I'll see you in it again in the Summer of
2004 if not before.

Dana McGrath
An interesting email I recently received:

“We obviously don't pay enough tax. Not
one of these taxes existed 100 years ago
and our nation was the most prosperous
in the world, had absolutely no national
debt, had the largest middle class in the
world and Mom stayed home to raise the
kids.

Accounts Receivable Tax / Building
Permit Tax / Camping Fees (Tax) /
Capital Gains Tax / CDL license Tax /
Cell Phone Tax / Cigarette Tax /
Corporate Income Tax / Court Fines
(indirect taxes) / Dog License Tax /
Drivers license (indirect tax) / Electrical
Repairs Tax / Federal Income Tax /
Federal Unemployment Tax (FUTA) /
Firearm License to Carry (indirect tax)
$10. in Alabama / Fishing License Tax /

Food License Tax / Fuel permit tax /
Gasoline Tax (42 cents per gallon...Even
more?) / Gambling Tax / Garbage Fees
(Tax) / Hotel Tax / Hunting License Tax
/ Inheritance Tax / Intangibles Tax
(Savings Account Tax) / Interest Expense
(tax on the money) / Inventory Tax / IRS
Interest Charges (tax on top of tax) / IRS
Penalties (tax on top of tax) / Liquor Tax
/' Local Income Tax / Luxury Taxes /
Marriage License Tax / Medicare Tax /
Motor Oil Tax (proposed in Alabama) /
Plumbing Repairs Tax / Property Tax /
Real Estate Tax / Septic Permit Tax /
Service charge taxes / Social Security
Tax / Road usage taxes (Truckers) /
Sales Taxes (ex. Nails Tax, Tacks Tax) /
Recreational Vehicle Tax / Road Toll
Booth Taxes / School Tax / Sewage Tax
/ State Income Tax / State
Unemployment Tax (SUTA) / Telephone
federal excise tax / Telephone federal
universal service fee tax / Telephone
federal, state and local surcharge taxes /
Telephone minimum usage surcharge tax
/" Telephone recurring and non-recurring
charges tax / Telephone state and local
tax / Telephone usage charge tax / Toll
Bridge Taxes / Toll Tunnel Taxes /
Traffic Fines (indirect taxation) / Trailer
registration tax / Utility Taxes / Vehicle
License Registration Tax / Vehicle
License Plates (indirect tax) / Vehicle
Sales Tax / Water Tax / Watercraft
registration Tax / Well Permit Tax /
Workers Compensation Tax”

Makes a person wonder how we became
such a great Nation without protecting
the World, doesn't it?

K CO Reunion Attendees
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VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Wayne Mitsch

HOW STRONG IS THE BOND?

In my previous writing I talked about the bond that we formed in
"the war". T have told many of my friends about my experience as
to how strong I think this bond is. And a lot of you K/75 guys have
already heard this story but I think it is worth telling again. I hope
sharing this with you will give you the courage to seek out and find
those that you still have this bond with.

I had been found and contacted the previous year by Bill Bullen
and encouraged to join the Association. [ did join and was
watching the date of my first reunion rapidly approaching. Up to
this time, I had not been in contact with ANY of my team members
and close friends from the "war". 1 came back from Vietnam and
had no further contact with anyone until Bill contacted me. And 1
believe that was limited to one letter and one phone call up to that
point. I wasn't sure whether [ wanted to reopen that portion of my
life.

I took a lot of Super 8 movies in Vietnam (state of the art for the
time, I might add - no video camera invented yet). 1 would drag
them out occasionally over the years and set up the projector and
screen. One night while watching my movies with my wife Fran
and trying to decide whether or not to go to the reunion, a close up
of my best buddy showed up on the screen. Rick Noble was not
only my best buddy, he was my team leader, we spent so many
nights in the bush together, he taught me a lot about jungle life and
survival, and gave me his CAR-15 when he left country. But other
than sending him a couple of letters right after he left Vietnam and
I took over the team, I had no further contact with him.

So, I live in Georgia, he lives in California and we had no contact
from when I last saw him in AnKhe in 1970. Twenty or so years
later, while a close up of his face was on the movie screen, | said
to Fran: "If  knew that Rick was going to be there, I'd go." The
phone rang. 1 had to pause the projector while Fran answered the
phone. It was for me and the voice at the other end was
unmistakable. [t was Rick. He called to ask me if T was going to
the reunion! He said he had been out jogging and I came into his
mind and he had to stop and call me. Do you call it coincidence?
Or just how strong is the bond? You be the judge...... Sure, he
had gotten my telephone number from the Association previously
and was planning on calling me but to make that call at that
instant? Of course, we both went to the reunion and the 20 years
of no contact immediately disappeared as quickly as if it never
existed.

Take the time to try to find your buddies you have had a bond with
- because the bond is still there. Take the time to make that
telephone call - it could change your life. Plan on coming to the
next reunion - you never know who might be there.

I'wrote this article a couple of months ago for a future publication.
However, last weekend [ attended a reunion of the 4th Infantry
Division LRRPs in Fayetteville, N.C. (F1. Bragg). There were
FNGs there who hadn't seen their buddies in 30 or so years. It is
always overwhelming and fulfilling watching the bond and the
renewal of old times. If you don't believe me that the bond is still
there, just ask the new guys!

SECRETARY’S MESSAGE

By Ron Edwards

The 101st LRRP / RANGER Association
(my own unit) had their annual reunion in
Laughlin, Nevada this year. I rode in a
plane out to Las Vegas, though 1 just

don’t like to fly anymore, (it isn’t any of

the terrorist crap, | just find it harder &
harder to sit still in a confined space and
have my time completely controlled by
someone with a different agenda). The
booking agent (my wife) thought 1 said
the reunion was in Las Vegas so she only
booked a flight to there. By the time I
noticed, it was too late to change so [ flew
to Vegas and took a Rental Car down to
Laughlin. I have worn glasses or contacts
since I was in the eighth grade (1961) but
could see well enough to have been a
member of the US Army Rifle Team (for
a short time). [ must admit though that
lately I seem to have a lot more trouble
seeing anything at night. [ landed in

Vegas at 2300 hrs, got my rental car and
tried to find all the different controls as [
tried to find my way out of Vegas.
Driving in a strange city, in a strange car,
and not able to read the signs until just
before | passed them made it a
memorable, though not pleasant trip. |
made a circuit or two around Vegas but
finally got on the right road and fell in
behind a truck going in the right
direction. The truck might not have been
going as fast as I could have but I figured
he probably could see a hell of a lot better
so I followed his tail lights for most of the
way. The 101st held the reunion in
Nevada to try to get more of the west
coast guys involved but aside from a
couple of exceptions most of those that
came were from east of the Mississippi
River. Makes me wonder about the 2004
reunion at Fort Lewis and if the west

coast guys will show up in good numbers.

This past Memorial Day Sunday I
presented a Gold Star plaque for Jackie
Leisure, a KIA from the 1st Infantry
Divisions F/52 LRP, to his sister Patsy
Beauchamp who received it for their
mother who did not feel up to the
emotional strain of receiving it in person.
I will let some of Patsy’s emails tell the
story for me:

(5/26/03) I can't tell you what your visit
meant to us. After you left, Christy, our
daughter, said “Man [ hate to see him
leave, I could sit and talk to him all day
long”, and of course the rest all agreed.

The fact that you drove all the way down
here just to present the certificate in
person was overwhelming. I know you

5
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SECRETARY’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

said itk part of the job, but that wasn't
what I saw in your face and heard in your
voice and felt when met. I'm not the only
one that feels that way either;, although, 1
felt like I was greeting an old and dear
[friend upon your arrival, and as it goes, it
was like bidding farewell and a safe trip
to a member of our family, that we were
saddened to see leave. I felt that kindred
spirit when we said our good byes. The
comfort of a quick embrace from a
caring "family” member done this ole
girl a world of good. (I thought Woody
was gonna hug you there for a minute.)
He's that kind of caring person, I did see
the tear in his eyes when he shook your
hand goodbye. Did you hear what Christy
said to you just before you left? She shook
your hand and said” I want to thank you
Jor all you’ve done for our family AND
for what you have done for our country”.

You'll never know how much it means
to us now..especially me. I'm sooooo
very glad that you didn't let me talk you
into mailing it to me.

(6/4/03)
Hey Dave and Ron,

Mother said she was ready to see the
plague, so today I took it to her. She
agreed to let me take her picture with it.
Thought maybe you would like to see it.
She was very pleased with the way it
looked. She wanted to see it, but she
wanted me to bring it back home with me.
I offered her the shirt (that was so
generously given to us) and the pins. She
wanted me to have them at my house. |
told her I was planning on putting the
shirt and pin and ink pen in a shadowbox;
then hang them together, with the
American flag (incased) between them
plus a picture of Jackie. She thought that
was a great idea, so that’s the plan.

To end on a sad note, Patsy has notified
me that her mother died on August 16,
2003.

I was able to spend only a short time at
the Ranger Rendezvous but did attend the
Distinguished and Honorary Members of
the Regiment ceremony and the
Regiment BBQ at Lawson Field. Ross
Perot was there and was awarded
“Honorary Member of the Regiment” for
his support of Special Ops in the past and
his current support of Ranger Feldbusch

who lost his vision in the carbomb attack
that killed several other Rangers. The
moderator laid it out pretty straight that
Ross’ personal plane had been at the call
of the Feldbusch family, that Ross had
paid for modifications to the family home
to make it easier for Ranger Feldbusch to
live as normally as possible. That he had
covered the families travel costs and will
continue to help the family and cover
any medical expenses to assure Ranger
Feldbusch receives the best care
available.

We did not have advance notification of
the honor for Ross and it is quite possible
the Ross requested that it not be
publicized. There were the normal
family and Rangers taking pictures but I
do not recall seeing any except local
newshounds there. Ross came in with
the line of the 2003 Distinguished and
Honorary Members of the Regiment,
about 18 as I recall, and patiently waited
his turn (third from last). He first had
Range Feldbusch stand wup to
acknowledge who it was all about and
then gave a short speech about some of
the great special ops men he had known.
Ross received a standing ovation after the
moderator read his honors and Ranger
Feldbusch received one when Ross
introduced him. They were the only
standing ovations during the ceremony.

There had been some discussion of
awarding Ranger Feldbusch Life
Membership in the 75th Ranger
Regiment Association. Although Ranger
Feldbusch would certainly deserve it, so
would many others who were wounded
and permanently disabled from Vietnam
through the present. And we do have
many members who receive 100%
disability. A better answer (I believe)
was found when Roy Bissy, Bob Murphy
and the members from A/75 said they
would make the payment for Ranger
Feldbusch’s life membership.

This ain’t no shit now...continues;

It seems like any Ladder Extraction
always has a story to it, they just never
seemed to happen without another
“Learning Experience”. This one was
after 1 had been in the company long
enough to move up to Assistant Team
Leader. The mission was mostly
uneventful, we followed a trail and

reported several signal markers we saw.
We did have a problem with one guy who
had received some letters about his wife
running around on him. His mind was
just not on what was going on in
Vietnam. He was making too much noise
and other things like that. He had been
out with us before and did OK so we
noticed the difference. When we did
finally get back to base the team leader
agreed with me that it would be better to
go out a man short next mission than
have him in his present condition. The
interesting thing about this mission was
it’s ending. On the last day we went to a
likely PZ we had seen. The only problem
was one old scraggly tree about 20 feet
high. Without that one scraggly tree there
would be room for the helicopter to land
and pick us up. The plan was to use a
claymore mine to blow the tree down just
before the helicopter came in on final
approach to pick us up. That way we
would be gone before anyone had time to
investigate the noise. To blow a tree with
a claymore you attach the back of the
claymore to the tree( pointed away from
you of course) because at close range the
concave shape gives more power to the
backblast. Well, the helicopter started in,
we blew the claymore and when the dust
cleared that old scraggly tree was still
there. Something to remember-If you
think it will take one claymore to blow a
tree-USE TWO! Our pickup ship
couldn’t land but fortunately it was
already rigged with ladders for use on a
different mission. Being ATL now I held
one of the ladders while the team climbed
up than went to the team leaders side to
climb up myself. As I was reaching the
level of the floor of the helicopter, one of
the men moved to make room for me.
When he moved he accidentally fired his
M-16. The round could not have missed
my head by over two inches. A little
faster climbing and 1 would have caught
it right between the eyes.

Another day, another mission. This one
must have been about November of 1970
because bad weather had set in
(Monsoon). We were inserted during a
break in the clouds. We landed on a
narrow ridgeline somewhere up in I
Corps. I said “landed” I should have said
jumped off, because the helicopter never
stopped it just slowed down as it passed
over this very narrow ridgeline. Now that
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is also a thrill. To get out of the helicopter
faster it was SOP that as the helicopter
made its final approach two men on each
side would climb out on the skids. You
would be holding your weapon out ready
to fire if necessary and holding on to the
helicopter with the other hand. On a
mission like this in mountainous terrain,
even tho the helicopter was on finial, you
were climbing out on the skids while still
500 feet above the valley floor. As I said,
it was a thrill. After jumping off we
moved along a well-used trail towards the
top of the hill. Walking a well-used trail is
an invitation to trouble but I must say it
was necessary in this case. This ridgeline
was no more then 20-30 feet wide and
dropped off at an 80-degree angle on each
side. The sky we saw that day was the last
we saw for 5 days. During the night the

Jackie Leisure’s mother Clare Leisure with Certificate

weather settled back in and next morning
we were in the middle of a cloud. The
Team Leader did not want to move
because if we had contact we would not
have any support. We were well outside
artillery range and helicopters couldn’t
fly in that soup. Of course sitting on that
trail on the ridgeline was no prize either.
We found a slightly wider spot and sat
there for at least three days without ever
seeing the sun. Couldn’t see more than
10-15 feet in that soup. It is hard to sit in
one place for 3 days and not make any
noise. I had the lifesavers I used to help
me stay awake on guard rationed out so |
could have one every 20 minutes or so.
During those three days or so I went
through my memory and fantasized about
making love to every single female [
could remember. While we were there we

heard wood chopping in a valley just
beyond the next hilltop. I wanted to go
check it out but the ‘Team Leader did not
want to lose our fragile communications
by going into the valley. When we were
finally extracted during another break in
the clouds another team was inserted on
the other hilltop to check out the wood
chopping in the valley beyond. This team
ran into a pile of trouble while
discovering a missing NVA Regiment.
The team moved back to the hilltop and
was reinforced with more and more
ground troops. It turned into a full scale
battle before it was over, the whole
reinforced mass ended up surrounded and
had to break out to another PZ to finally
get out of there. Our dead on that mission
were Drapp and Stoddard. It was just
another lucky miss for me.

Secretary Ron Edwards presenting Gold Star Certificate to

Patsy Beauchamp sister of Jackie Leisure.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE
By John Chegter

Beginning on July 24, 2003 the 35th Infantry Association held its
reunion in Buffalo, NY. This is essentially the Association of the
3rd BDE of the 25th Div that swapped colors with the 3rd BDE
of the 4th Div in August 1968 at Duc Pho, RVN in I Corps. This
gets a little confusing since there are members who were only in
the 25th Div, some who were in only the 4th Div and some who
were in both. I attended because some of my people who were
LRPS in 1967-68 were going. One of them, Brian Radcliffe, |
haven’t seen since 1968. In all there were 4 of us there, Buck
Anderson, Brian Radcliffe, Mike Reiley, and me. We had a good
time, and it was great catching up with Radcliffe after all these
years. It didn’t hurt that he brought 50 pounds of smoked salmon

with him. We tried to look at the slides that he & 1 brought, but
of course, the damn slide projector wouldn’t work.

You will notice that the three active duty Ranger Battalions are
now at the beginning of the unit reports. It made sense that we go
from the most recent to the oldest. As I said in the last issue, there
is no intent to disrespect anyone or to minimize their
contribution, it is simply logical to start with the organizations
that are currently operational. If this Association is to perpetuate
itself, it will be the men coming from these battalions that will
accomplish that end. Remember, old Rangers never die, they just
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shift towards the end of the book into . . . and they all lived
happily ever after.”

Believe it or not, I received a few articlds with photos imbedded
in the text. People, I cannot open those photos. The program I use
to set up the magazine, (Quark) will wrap text around boxes that
contain photos or graphics, but if there is a photo or graphic
imbedded, the text cannot be wrapped. My only recourse is to
isolate the text, usually by scanning it in, and to cut & paste it
into another document. That looses the photo. Whether you have
a perfect understanding of the foregoing or not, please, please
send everything separate. | would rather you send hard copies
than imbedded documents. I have not failed to return any photos
so far.

While I’'ve got a good bitch session going, I may as well keep it
up. Two things. There is a lot of effort on the part of a few people
to keep the magazine & the web site going and to keep it
interesting. This is where we get the bulk of our new members.
We need input from every one to keep it up. You might have
noticed (some did), that page 66 of last issue was a couple of
shots of me & one of my people. Some one actually had guts
enough to call me and say, “How come you get in the magazine
so much?” You want the short answer? I needed to add a page or
take out three. That’s all I had!!! We print this thing in a “4 up”
format. That means that each piece of paper off the press contains
4 pages, in other words the number of pages in the magazine will
always be divisible by four. If, for example, I end up with 67
pages, (which is exactly what happened last time), my options
are to cut it to 64 pages or increase it to 68. If I go up, I need
filler. I have asked for articles, photos, anecdotes, etc. in virtually
every issue since I have been editor. Those who know me are
aware of what a shy and retiring individual I really am. (Ask
Emmett.) They know it pains me to use material that pertains to
me and my people. So give me (and yourselves) a break and send
me some photos with captions, some anecdotal stories, articles
from unit newsletters printed at the time of the action, etc., and I
will have some interesting things to add to the magazine.

Here comes bitch number two. The last issue was a couple weeks
late. I need the material from the unit directors on time. It takes
me between a week and ten days to receive, edit and lay out the
magazine. During those ten days Mary Anne is what she calls “a
Patrolling widow”. Trouble is, during that whole time I am still
getting articles. In fact I will typically get articles (unit reports);
right up to the time I take this to the printer. In some cases that is
understandable, but not for unit reports. The deadline for each
issue is listed in the magazine (page 2), and on the editor’s page
in the web site. If the unit director is unable to write an article,
then ask someone else to write it. As long as the unit director
knows what’s going on, anyone in the unit can write the article.
We have several units that have their column written by someone
other than the unit director. I have one in Australia, and many
times he’s the first one in. If he can do it, everyone should be able
to do it.

1 coordinate with the printer when I will bring the magazine to
him. Ours is not the only publication he prints. If I miss the time
when he can begin work, someone else moves up & we are
bumped to the back of the line. If I strictly adhere to the
deadlines, I would publish less than half a magazine. Your call.
You tell me what you want to do. E-mail and phone numbers are
on page 2.

I was feeling sorrier for myself than usual the other day; I found
out that a friend was pretty sick, and I had just received my copy
of Vietnam Magazine. It had a story of an action at Duc Pho, a
village in I Corps. I happened to be there at the time and actually
participated in the action. There were some refugees involved
from a resettlement program, and there was a considerable loss
of life (the refugees). To make a long story short, scems the
District Chief and the MACV Senior advisor lied to the troops on
the ground (of which I was one), because they were afraid of
their security. Artillery shells caused most of the casualties, in an
effort to suppress mortar fire coming in on the MACV
Compound. They shot too close to the refugee camp, and lots of
them, mostly small children were killed and wounded. I had
nothing to do with the artillery fire, but PTSD knows no
boundaries and so I was more than willing to take responsibility.
As I was wallowing in my little misery pit, complaining about
life in general and the Vietnam Vet’s lot in particular, my wife,
Mary Anne, made the following observation. She said that the
WW II vets get the credit for being the “greatest generation”
(Brokaw’s book) but that that was a misnomer. She pointed out
that this “greatest generation” was in fact responsible for the
involvement in both the Korean and Vietnam wars, including the
less than successful conclusions, and the perpetuation of the idea
that war leaves no mark on the warrior. For the most part, they
never communicated what we all discovered later, that war is
hell. How many of us believed that we were operating under the
same mentality and politics of the “Good War? It took the
generation that saw service in Vietnam to finally have the
courage to look deep into ourselves, find the trauma and then do
something about it. We told/tell the truth as we experienced it.
They never told us. In spite of the government’s (at the time,
made up primarily of members of the “greatest generation”)
efforts to sweep everything under the rug, we faced what needed
to be faced, about ourselves and the nature of war.

They say that history is written by the guy that wins the war. The
guys that won the Vietnam War were the liberal press. For many
years they wrote the history of the war in a light most
unfavorable to the men and women who fought it. There has been
a quiet rehabilitation of the image of all veterans, Vietnam Vets
in particular, for the past decade or so, and the public has slowly
come to the realization that there was a purpose to the war and
that we were there to prevent a Communist takeover of the
country (which occurred almost as soon as we pulled out).

Historians are now of the opinion that the United State’s
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involvement in the Vietham War was a major contributor to the as it narrows the mind. And when the drums of war have
downfall of the Soviet Union and the destruction of Communism reached a fever pitch and the blood boils with hate and the
in all but a few countries. So, maybe now I’ll try to stop feeling mind has closed, the leader will have no need in seizing the
sorry for myself and start being proud of the fact that I am a rights of the citizenry. Rather, the citizenry, infused with fear
Vietnam Vet, and of the things that my people and I and blinded by patriotism, will offer up all of their rights unto
accomplished. There are a few bullets [ would call back if I the leader and gladly so. How do I know? For this is what T

could, but [ can’t, and so I'll have to live with them. have done. And I am Caesar”

The greatest generation? As Mary Anne said musingly, the “To announce that there must be no criticism of the president,

greatest generation will be the one that figures out how to do or that we are to stand by the president, right or wrong, are not

away with wars altogether. only unpatriotic and servile, but are morally treasonable to the
American public.”

—Theodore ‘Teddy’ Roosevelt
Just when I get to the point that I’'m feeling OK, some one comes

along & does something to p_ me off again. (I’ve been in “Between two groups of men that want to make inconsistent
quite a state lately.) I just read in the morning paper the former kinds of worlds, I see no remedy except force......... It seems to
PFC Jessica Lynch just signed a one million dollar deal for the me that every society rests on the death of men.”

book rights to her life story. I wonder how the guys that risked Oliver Wendell Holme

their lives to haul her sorry butt out of there feel? Or the pilots
and crew members of the aircraft that picked her up or flew cover
for the mission. First, the 9/11 victim’s families get a million
plus dollars for their loss, while the servicemen & women killed
in the line of duty get a few thousand and a couple attaboys (or
girls), and now this. Go figure.

Some words to consider. Oliver Wendell Holmes was perhaps the
greatest of all Justices of the Supreme Court. He was also a
veteran of the Civil War and was wounded at the Battles of Ball’s
Bluff, Antietam and Fredericksburg. The other two you probably
already know. They were veterans too.

“Beware the leader who bangs the drums of war in order to
whip the citizenry into a patriotic fervor, for patriotism is

indeed a double-edged sword. It both emboldens the blood, just | At the Banquet, 35th Inf Assn. L to R, Brian Radcliffe, Buck
Anderson, Andy Cardinale (35th Inf) and me.

A~ G . R \ ‘-. I%
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Niagra Falls. We were going to ride Buck over the falls, but {
they wouldn’t let us into Canada. From L to R: Mike Reiley, L fo, S5

Brian Radcliffe, Buck Anderson, three 35th guys, me on the far | At the banquet. That award presentation lasted forever. Brian
right. Radcliffe and Buck Anderson, (asleep).
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By Emmett W. Hiltibrand

NEWS, UPCOMING INTERESTING OTHER
OF ConTACT B EVENTS & REUNIONS LINKS ASSOCIATIONS

Asout Us

Have you ever wanted to know where to find the following things?

MAROR SEARCH ENGINES: CEO Express, VNIS, Google, Altavista, Excite, Alltheweb, Beaucamp,
Lycos, Yahoo, Ask Jeeves, Military.com, Billboard, WhoWhere?, Download.com, Teoma, Ancestry.com........

ALL THE NEWS: ABC, CBS, CNN, MSMBC, MBC, Fox, New York Times, Reuters, USA Today,

Washington Post, Los Angles Times, Drudge Report, Chicago Tribune, Early Bird.......

INFORMATION CHANNEL: Discovery, Travel, Health, TLC, Merrian Webster, NOAA,

TRAVELING HELP: Cheap Tickets.com, Contiental, Delta, Expedia.com, Travelocity.com,
Discount-Airlines-Tickets.com, United, Priceline.com, Alomo, Avis, Budget, Dollar, Enterprise,
National, Payless, Hertz, Hotwire, Mapquest, Hotel.com, Best Western, Hampton Inn & Suites, Hilton,
Holiday Inn, LaQuinta Inn & Suites, Marriott, Radisson, Sheraton........

WEB STUFF: MS Internet Explorer, Netscape, Opera, MSN, AOL, CNET Download.com,
Tucows, ZDNET, DogPile, HotBot, QuickTime, ProFusion, NorthernLight, Symetic, McAfee........

LEGISLATIVE SEARCH: Congress.org, Thomas, First Gov, Library of Congress, Numbers
USA, US Census Bureau.......

CHARTERED VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS (VSO): Gold Star Mothers, Gold Star
Wives, American Legion, American Red Cross, American Veterans, Blinded Veterans, Disables
American Veterans, Legion of Valor, American Ex-Prisoners of War, Military Order of the Purple
Heart, National Amputation Foundation, National Veterans Legal Services Program, Non-
Commissioned Officers, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Swords to Plowshares, The Retired Enlisted
Association, Vietnam Veterans of America, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Veterans of the Vietnam War,
Fleet Reserve Association, Navy Mutual Aid Association, National Association of Black Veterans,
Woman’s Army Corps Veterans Association, Military Chaplains Association, Marine Corps League,
Jewish War Veterans of the USA, Air Force Sergeants Association, Blue Star Mothers of America,
Catholic War Veterans.......

NON-CHARTERED VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS: Air Force Association, American
Merchant Marine Veterans, American Military Retiree’s Association, Association of the 199" Light
Infantry Brigade, Association of the US Army, Blinded American Veterans Foundation, NAM-POW’s,
National 4™ Infantry Division Association, National Association for Uniformed Services, National
Coalition for Homeless Veterans, National Gulf War Resource Center, Naval Reserve Association,
Navy League of the United States, Reserve Officers Association, The Retired Officers Association,
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors, United States Army Warrant Officers Association........

LINKS TO ARMY UNITS: Divisional, Regimental, Brigade, Battalion, Company and others.

[Iwww.75thrra.com/
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