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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
By Dana McGrath

CURRENT EVENTS: The Columbia Is Lost - February I, 2003 ... No one
missed the feeling of loss as this event unfolded, and we add to the many thoughts
and prayers our own for these Men and Women and their Families. The
Astronauts know when they sign up the danger incorporated into the job, but none
are fully prepared when the inevitable becomes reality. The Families are brought
into the deal by proxy, and I personally hope they are taken care of by this Nation
as best we can. I hope their future care is not entrusted to the Veterans
Administration and our Representatives in Congress, lest their tragedy be never-
ending as it has been for my personal Heroes and their Families. 1 hope the
Families of the lost Astronauts can find some peace from the daily reminders of
the event by the time this article is published. I am additionally hopeful the Press
isn't successful in halting the Space Program, as we must continue to explore the
unknown with vehicles built by humans and sent into God's own creation to dis-
cover what we must know in the future. If there is anything the readers of this
article know, it's what RISK and LOSS is about and just how deeply each can
affect us all. My sympathies are heartfelt for the loss, as it is for the lesser-known
losses of the Soldiers who are RIGHT NOW serving, being wounded and dying in
Service to this Nation. Ihope their Families get the same level of compassion and
sincerity of purpose as time goes on.

RANGER CHRISTMAS/FAMILY FUND: THANKS for what you did for the
Ranger Family Fund this Christmas - the end result was a bit over $13,400 col-
lected for the Active Duty Rangers and their Families. These funds were used to
ensure a Ranger Family Christmas and the balance will be used throughout the
year as needed by the Battalion Families in need. I think that whole program was
one of the largest surprises to me as President, because I had so little information
about it before and didn't fully understand its uses. It is only a couple years as an
Association project at this point, but a GREAT success because of YOU.

MEMBERSHIP: We're growing, and we're beginning to increase our
Membership of the Active-Duty and recently-ETS'd Battalion Rangers. As this
happens, I notice more GREAT stories from the Battalion Rangers each issue, and
[ sure enjoy those "There I was" writings. 1 didn't know there was a word
"HOOAH" until the late 90's and these guys have taught me through Spirit and
Action just what is meant by the word. To them I say "HOOAH" and THANKS
for what you've done and are still doing - keep those articles coming and all of us
who are too old will keep dreaming we could do as well any day. This
Association was formed by Rangers who were beyond duty age when they decid-
ed to start it, but it's TODAY's recent-ETS and TODAY's Active Duty Ranger who
are our future. Without you, we have no future as a Ranger Association, and if
we ever forget it, you'd better take our job and run with the torch as you have with
the REAL torch. The 75th Ranger Regiment is going to be around long after most
of us pass from this world, and you'll sure want a place to gather and tell each
other Ranger stories in the next few decades. DO IT NOW - get involved, bring
your Ranger buddies and take a job if you can. If you find things you think
should be improved, we sure have room for more help getting it right. We cap-
tured a Battalion Ranger for Treasurer and he hasn't yet escaped.

REGIMENTAL CHANGE OF COMMAND: As of this submission, the only
date set is August 7, 2003, at the Ranger Memorial at Ft. Benning, GA. This will
be the Award Ceremony for Regimental Commander Votel and the beginning of
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[ MESSAGE (CONTINUED)
the Change Of Command Ceremony, with the as-yet-unscheduled "Mass TAC" displays which surround this event. Stay
tuned for dates as the schedule of events is set and plan to attend if you can. [I'll be there, as I want to see all three
Battalions as they do what they do "en mass". Col Votel has done a Ranger-level job of leading the Regiment and we hope
for him all the best in his future roles. The incoming Commander has some large boots to fill, but history shows he'll be
well-suited to fill them admirably.

THE RANGER MEMORIAL FOUNDATION: A Board Of Directors Meeting was held on February 12, 2003. The RMF
Board passed motions to increase Annual Scholarships from $500 to $750, and to increase the cost of Ranger Memorial
Bricks to $280 (from the current cost of $240) beginning in October of 2003. Roger Brown attended the Meeting as the
Representative for the 75th Ranger Regiment Association. Our thanks go to Ranger Brown for his commitment to the
Association and to this worthy project.

FINANCIAL MATTERS: We're doing well and improving as we go forward. As of this date, all contractual obligations
of Vendors/Supporters have been satisfied, some of which have been infamous by rumor and changed as necessary to get
it done. Milspec is back on board and has paid the obligation taken on a few years ago, a HUGE burden to both sides of
the deal, but paid as of today and off our "things to do" lists. This agreement caused strife through the years and only by
determination on both sides was the agreement able to change in order to satisfy the amount of the original deal. It was-
n't easy from day one, but all parties kept at it until it got done - it's what we do best. The Ranger-type items Pete sells
through Milspec have been of high quality and creativity, and I'm glad to have access to them again.

WEBSITE: If you haven't visited and cruised through the changes to the site, you've missed a lot. Take a look at what
information is now available there (Thanks, Emmett) and tell others about it. I can't believe how much Veteran informa-
tion is already presented and it's being improved constantly. It's YOUR site - if there is something you'd like to see, let us
know and we'll give it a shot.

TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF MOGADISHU - this one is coming up this year and it is important, Rangers. Our history is
made from such heroism and we will be helping those who participated Honor the fallen and celebrate surviving the bat-
tle as we can. What can we do? I don't know yet, but sure want to. Few battles in history had the coverage of that one and
it's up to US to see to it the facts are not lost in the re-writing of its history. I have heard personal stories of the time which
haven't made it into the light as they should. I hope we can memorialize the event on our site and elsewhere as possible.

REUNION: Summer 2004 - Ft. Lewis. It's coming together a piece at a time - if you're in the West Coast AO and want
to pitch in, Buck Anderson is the Point Man doing the work on the ground. There's never enough help with this huge pro-
ject. Buck's trying to schedule it with 2nd Battalion's Change Of Command, so the show should be GREAT and the place
will be full of Rangers from history to today.

If you'd like to help, start with your Unit Director - no position I know of is in more need, as their job in enormous and it's
where the "meat" of the work is done to bring you this Magazine and organize our Reunions.

BEST RANGER COMPETITION — We just got Official Notice this event has been cancelled due to deployments and cur-
rent events. We’ll miss seeing the competition, but will start our planning to make next year’s event even bigger. Sign of
the times — change with them and Drive On.

See you at the the Change of Command Ceremony if you can make it. I’ll see you at Ft. Lewis in Summer 2004 for the
GRAND Reunion being planned there, too.

God Bless This Nation and its Soldiers in harm's way.
RLTW & Sua Sponte,

Dana McGrath

President, 75th Ranger Regiment Association
239-995-2436

email: ranger75@cyberstreet.com
www.75thRRA.com
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VICE PRESIDENT MESSAGE

By Wayne Mitsch

A CHALLENGE

I was sitting in church the other day looking around at all of the people around me. 1 couldn’t help
thinking that I had something in common with all of them. Then I thought about all the people I
know who are pilots like me — I have something in common with them. Fraternity brothers have
something in common. I have something in common with the guys I was in basic training with,
and on and on and on. However, the guys I was in Vietnam with are different. We have a special
bond — so much more than having something in common. A bond that is unexplainable, and a
bond that is unbreakable.

This bond is so evident when you make contact with someone you were in country with. It is also
evident if you have ever watched the reunion of two buddies from the “war”. Vietnam was 33
years ago for me — over half my life ago. Vietnam consumed one year of my teenage life — but a
lifetime of memories. All I had when I left Vietham was memories because there was no “orga-
nization” to rally around, no “organization” to reunite us, no organization to help us heal our
wounds.

But, then we got lucky. Our forefathers (a few good men) got together with an idea and formed
our Association. For nearly 20 years I had no contact with anyone from “the war.” Then I was
found. This Association has spent its entire life finding us — you and me.

Our present day active duty Rangers have such an excellent opportunity to be part of this organi-
zation. You can leave the Army and already be a member of this Association. Better yet, you can
become a member of this Association while you are still in the Army. There doesn’t have to be a
20 year lapse in continuing or renewing the bond. We must do whatever we can to get this mes-
sage to you. You are young and don’t understand. You really don’t know what you will wish you
did 20 years from now. You must be given the opportunity and wisdom and guidance that wasn’t
there for us. We have to be the ones to tell you that your memories will wane. We have to be the
ones to tell you to keep a dairy of your missions, to take pictures and to put names on the back of
their pictures because you will forget. You never should have or could have — you only can.

My challenge to the Vietnam era Rangers and before — our time is running out to complete the
mission from our founding organizers. We don’t have a lot of years left to find all those who need
finding. To the post Vietnam and the present day Rangers, it’s your organization too. It’s your
time to join and get involved. There is no better Association that has the ability to share and renew
the bond.

With that said, as this publication is going to press, I would assume that all of the Ranger battal-
ions are deployed. War is not inevitable, but sure appears eminent. What the future holds this very
minute is anyone’s guess. God’s speed Rangers. You are in our thoughts and prayers and we wish
we could give you the wisdom we already have. We will be here no matter what, with open arms
to welcome you back and into our Association.
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It is amazing what a little story can do. Last issue I told about losing a good friend in Vietnam and since then
I have talked to or emailed with both a sister and a brother in his family. This was all through the coordination
of Rey Martinez, author of “Six Silent Men” Book One about the early years of 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne
Division LRRPS. The 1/101 LRRPS turned into F/58 LRP in 1968 and into L Co, 75th Rangers in 1969. Rey
was long gone by the time Steve England and myself came to the company in 1970, but the connection is still
there with common friends and experiences. I had talked to Rey before in getting permission to use his photo
for the back cover of the fall issue of “Patrolling” and knew he worked on the railroad between Washington
State and Idaho and may have even mentioned I used to know a fellow from Pocatello Idaho. But it was not
until Rey received his copy of the winter issue of “Patrolling” and read my remarks about Steve being from
Pocatello, Idaho that sparks begin to fly. Rey mentioned the story to a fellow he worked with and that fellow
said he knew that name, his sister used to be best friends with Steve’s sister! Through Rey I made a telephone
connection with Steve’s sister and cleared up some misinformation for both of us. Later on Rey found out that
a close friend of his, one he had been hunting with for years, also knew Steve and had even mentioned in the
past that he had a friend that died in Vietnam though he hadn’t known what unit he was in. Also Rey’s wife
had worked with Steve’s mother many years ago. Coincidence happens but damn!!! Ireally want to thank
Rey for taking the time and effort to connect me with Steve’s family. I really don’t know how to say it but it
“helps”.

John Hastings sent in a comment about the National Vietnam Veterans Art Museum in Chicago, IL. They are
the ones that have a display of over 58,000 dog tags hanging from thin wires from the ceiling of the museum.
Their Website is www.NVVAM.org and you can submit photos or view photos of the Vietnam War. You can
also “sponsor” one of the dog tags of a specific person who died in Vietnam. Go to the website for more
information or call Jerry Kykisz, Director of Photography, (312) 326-0270

Ralph Harter from E/50 LRP, 9th Infantry Division has been making our plastic membership cards since way
before my time in office. Ralph is getting out of the full time card making industry, but is setting us up with
enough membership cards to keep us in good stead for a few more years. For the thousands of cards he has
made (including a full reissue to everyone in 2000) Ralph has charged us a grand total of zero, zip, nada, noth-
ing. He and his good wife Sylvia also volunteered to make new silver cards for all our association Life
Members and they will probably have them in hand by the time anyone reads this in “Patrolling”.

Here is another episode of my time with Team 1-1 in L/75.

There is a method of being picked up by a helicopter when the helicopter cannot land and the trees are
too high for the ladders to reach the ground. At that time it was usually called a McGuire Rig when using
your repelling Swiss seat or a Stabo Rig when using a set of straps worked in with your LBE. | know
SGT Terrance Smith (FISH) was the team leader on this one because everyone else in our company had
to use the Swiss seat version and he had acquired enough of the Stabo Rigs for our whole team. The
Stabo Rigs are much quicker, safer, and more comfortable to use. Fish had come to us from Special
Forces but he obviously still had some connections. This particular mission we were working along the
series of ridgelines on the eastern side of the A Shaw Valley. The night before our planned extraction day
we went right to the tip of a ridgeline overlooking the Valley. The ridgeline was only about 30 meters wide
and at the end dropped off on three sides like it was cut with a knife. That night we called in artillery on
some NVA trucks moving down the valley. | don’t know if we somehow gave ourselves away or more like-
ly the NVA knew someone had to be there somewhere and sent troops to check all the likely observation
points. We were scheduled second for pickup the next day. Another team had been on the same type
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mission a few miles north of us. They had to use McGuire Rigs and it took them 8-10 minutes to get
everyone hooked up. With our Stabo Rigs we were all hooked up and gone in about two minutes. As |
said, we were scheduled second for pickup, so once they were finally in the air and headed back, Their
cover Pink Team came on over to our location to find us and be ready when the slicks dropped the first
team and came back for us. A helicopter could only pick up three men at a time on “strings” so it took
two slicks to pick up a team. When the Pink Team arrived at our location they immediately reported that a
platoon of NVA were a couple hundred meters down our ridgeline coming straight towards us. The pickup
ships still had to drop off the other team and come back for us so we prepared for a fight. Because of the
sharp drop-off on three sides it was obvious that there was nowhere to retreat to and this was Team 1-1s
last stand. It seemed kind of melodramatic, but | very seriously took out my knife and stuck it in the
ground next to my position. As | said, there was no place to go... The other guys near me understood
and did the same. Fortunately our last stand was not necessary. The gunship kept the NVA pinned down
until our pickup ships finally got back and picked us up. That is a very dangerous time for the helicopter,
just hovering there, being a perfect target, while waiting for us to get hooked up. | know that feeling
because as the helicopter slowly lifts you up, you are also a perfect target just dangling there on the end
of a rope waiting for the bullets to hit you. It all worked out OK, and after clearing the area all we had to
worry about on the 25 minute ride back to a firebase was whether the rope might break, or a knot slip,
and how it would feel to fall 2000 feet into the jungle. That, and the fact that a strap had caught me
wrong between the legs and it was a very painful ride for me. When we reached the firebase the pilot
slowly lowered us so we could hit the ground first then pull the ropes out so he could land. Our pilot did a
good job, some pilots seem to forget you are down there and drag you a bit either taking off or landing.

Again the good luck that followed me through my tour kept me from a bad situation. I was covering that trail
down the ridge and if the Pink Team had not come on ahead of the pickup birds and kept that NVA platoon
pinned down, we would have been in a hell of a fight.

If anybody has any questions I'll be at the bar - Ron

By Joe Niblett

Well Rangers this is my third short and sweet article since being railroaded err elected as Treasurer by that midget
I mean ughh.. The current President Dana McGrath. I am not a man of many words, except when I have been plied
with tekillya around a bunch of Rangers, then I don’t know when to shut up. I know a few of the members have
been the recipients of my wrath while I was being influence by that devil juice tekillya. Well on to my article, 1
have had the honor of meeting many of the members of this great association. I have also been seeking out old
Ranger buds and attempting to get them to join our association. Not much success so far, must be my reputation of
being an idiot. One major problem exists in getting specifically the so called “Battboys” to join... some of those
younger Rangers do not feel they are “worthy” of joining our association and being members with you guys that
led the way and set the example for us to follow. I know specifically that I am not worthy walking amongst you
giants...you guys just needed some battboy stupid enough not to run from the room at the last reunion to be the
Treasurer. So on to the task at hand, I NEED YOUR HELP.

I want each of you “OLD” Rangers to seek out a young Battboy and solicit him to join our association. We need
our membership to grow, we are the 75th Ranger Regiment Association.... We need more members that served in
or still serves in the Ranger Regiment to join this association. Now granted I never served in the Regiment, I was a
Battboy before the current Regiment existed, but there are a bunch of young men that you never got the chance to
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know that you mentored. All of you company Rangers/LRRPS are looked up to by these young men, so take the
opportunity to seek one out and get that man to join. But don’t just seek out the young ones....seek out your bud-
dies as well. We do have a great and financially sound organization. We also have a great quarterly magazine that
many people enjoy reading.... Except for the Treasurers article, I think we all enjoy it. I know that John Chester
does one hell of a job on editing this magazine. We need to get more participation from the post Vietnam era
Rangers and get them to join. I have seen you guys enjoy listening and watching the young Rangers in action, as
well as I have seen the looks in young Rangers eyes while they are mesmerized by your stories. Regardless of age
or unit affiliation we are all Rangers and therefore brothers in arms. Lets work to bring us all together.

Now on to another subject at hand, there is a certain group of Rangers... I will not name names...but they are
members of a certain website. Not ours, but well they like to tell lies about visits to my house, make terrorist
threats against my cement pond in the back yard and other lies about serving with me in my younger days. Well
they just generally lie. All lies I say. But I will say this they are useless and they don’t even have a hair on their...
errr I digressed.... If they do not join our association... Ok I said it guys....lets see those membership applications
coming in...

Regards,

Joe Niblett
Treasurer

1/75 80-83
Ranger Class 6-81

EDITOR’'S MESSAGE

By John Chester

PLEASE NOTE NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS
john.chester3@verizon.net

The big news for me this New Year is that we found another of our people from Vietnam. Welcome home to Brian
Radcliffe. I'd like to take credit for finding him, but it was really Mike Reiley who tracked him down. I got to talk
to Brian on the phone a few times at some length and it was good to catch up. I went on my first ever LRRP mis-
sion with Brian a couple weeks after I reported in to the unit. It was the first time I had been in Indian country with
four men instead of thirty. There was certainly a need to adjust my attitude. We were west of Duc Pho in I Corps
about 25 klicks from the coast. The Infantry Battalions didn’t even go there. We were just barely in range of the
105 MMs from one of the Battalion firebases, and at least 20 minutes from any kind of extraction or gunship sup-
port. We were moving through an area of foothills where scrub gave way to jungle. I was walking slack, and I
noticed that the point man, a LRRP named Gene Harris was getting a little too far ahead. I could barely see him. I
started to cautiously move up to contact him when I heard an M-79 shotgun round go off, obviously fired by
Harris.

We all went into an immediate action drill, waiting for Harris to come running back through the formation so the
rest of us could pick up the fire and didi in our own turn. The drag man had a claymore with an 8 second fuse
ready to go and another around his neck to put down further along our back trail. No Harris. We hear some stomp-
ing around and muttering, but no Harris, no AK’S firing, no nothing. After a hurried conference, I went forward,
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(very slowly) to see what the hell was going on. I found Harris trying to stomp about 100 frogs into the ground. I
asked him what was wrong and he said “Frogs, G_D___ed frogs.” I rather forcefully persuaded him to rejoin the
patrol. When we got back, Radcliffe asked me what had happened. When I told him about the VC frogs, Radcliffe
says, “Oh sir, Harris hates frogs.” I was convinced then that I was among lunatics. We made a hard turn and a high
speed move out of the area.

A few months later it occurred to me that you needed to be a lunatic to do this kind of crap. It was much better
after I embraced my lunacy and accepted it. Brian was with me on a later mission on the night of 21 December,
1967, when a 7 man heavy team landed on the beach east of Duc Pho, moved inland and found a house in which
some sort of rally was being held. We got 23 VC, a Communist Party flag, many weapons and two large bags of
documents. One of the genius staff officers at the BDE asked me if we couldn’t have got some prisoners too. I told
him that I never could see the point.

I must add that Mike Reiley (who was also on the mission) & I have been arguing for the last 2 or 3 years whether
there were 6 or 7 men on the above mission. I swore it was six, Reiley said it was 7. I was so sure I bet him
$100.00 it was 6. Well, one of the results of getting in touch with Brian Radcliffe; Reiley was correct, it was 7. The
evidence was so strong that even I am convinced.

Just when you think you’ve got it all figured out, when you know that life sucks and then you die, when you figure
out that all the world is conspiring to mess up your life and that the world is full of thieves and scoundrels, some-
thing happens that messes up your comfort zone and makes you re-think the whole equation.

When I was in Law School many years ago I became friends with another student, a single mother with two chil-
dren. It was tough enough going to Law School without kids, so she had a tough row to hoe. I occasionally would
watch her youngest son (in school) while she did something she needed to do. One summer I even helped him learn
how to swim. Rick was a very personable young man even then. Over the years his mother and I became close
friends (despite our personality disorders), and Rick has grown up and has a family of his own.

For the last several years we have enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner together and last year Mary Anne and I did so
again. While at dinner I had a copy of Patrolling and Rick happened to read it after we left. Some time later I
received the following letter from him:

December 23,2002
Dear John:

It was great seeing you and Mary Anne at Moms for Thanksgiving. Thanks again to both of you for making and
bringing such great food.

The reason for this letter is that I picked up and read one of the Patrolling magazines that you had brought in to
give Dorothy.

I was really amazed and touched by all of the articles, emotions and effort you all are putting into making sure that
the Rangers can stay in touch with each other. Even as an outsider it is easy to see how important it is that you all
have a vehicle to keep in touch and share the bond that only you all have.

I can never imagine all of the sacrifice and pain that many of you went through in serving our country, I can only
offer my sincere and humble appreciation and gratitude.

I wanted to at least do something so I am sending in a small donation that hopefully can help you all search for
and help more Rangers become part of the association.

-8-
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE (CONTINUED)

Anyway, take care and Happy Holidays.

Sincerely,
Rick Tepel

Somehow the most unexpected things have the most profound effect. I was certainly touched.

Last issue we ran an article that dealt with the down side of contacting relatives of our KIA’S. To be sure, it can be
quite devastating to be forcefully rebuffed when your only intention was to do an act of kindness. Mike Reiley, one
of my guys from Vietnam, sent this e-mail to me. He had contacted relatives of one of the men killed in his
Infantry Company (before he was a LRRP) and the following letter was the result:

I have searched my log of old emails and was not able to retrieve the letter that I sent to 'Mike Riley'. But it went
much like this:

I am so grateful that you made that call. 1 know that it wasn't an easy one to make. Maybe it was even harder for
you than it was for me. There was a reason that you made the call when you did and that I was the one to receive
it. You see, I was ready. I went many years refusing to read about Vietnam, watch movies, or even discuss it. In
the past vear, I have found myself more open to learning more.

Your call was truly a gift for me and my family. For all these years we had the image that Danny, who was no
more than a boy, was killed in a foreign hostile country, alone, without family or friends. We couldn't imagine
that he could have had friends when he had only been in the service for six months. We grew up with a large,
close, extended family who had been with us from birth. It was hard to imagine that relationships could become
strong in such a short time.

So to realize that he had such a friend as you---who would remember him even thirty-five years later and call his
family is truly a gift. You have brought a great deal of comfort to those who loved him with this thought alone. It
offers us a particle of peace in the turmoil of our memories. If you had called at an earlier time, it might have felt
like opening old wounds. But at this time, it offered more of a closure or a feeling that we

could let Dan's spirit be free. As if he didn't need to held any longer by our guilt from not being there when he
needed us.

Since your call, which I shared with all my extended family, many others have been lifted up by your sharing.

Many men my age have Vietnam in their past and as I expressed my gratitude to them for your contact, they felt
there were people they should contact too. Please encourage others to do as you have.

I am glad that you didn't call my mother first. She would have had a hard time since she lives alone and might not
have had anyone around to talk with after the call. She was touched by your courage and thoughtfulness. We
always wondered who might have known him and what they were like and where and how they were.

Your call came to me when a close friend of mine since college in the 60's was in the intensive care unit here after
being mortally injured in a car accident. [ was in Germany when she died the next week. All these events made
me realize again how precious life is and that the most important things in life are the relationships we have.
Family and friends. Thanks for counting our family among yours.

Please come to Hardin and visit our family. [ live in Great Falls but spend the summers in Red Lodge. Try to
come during the Custer Battle Re-enactment, which is always the weekend near June 20. You would enjoy that and
it is the one time of year that Hardin has any action. Many members of our family still live in the Hardin area and
they would like to visit with you. Three of his male first cousins were his age and none of them

served for mostly physical reasons. They all have lots of unresolved issues. A visit with you might help them. 1
think you got a sense of this when you talked with Dennis.

My younger brother, Bob-47, still lives on the farm as does my mother who just turned 80 last month. My sister,

Y
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Jean Stolle-49, lives in Vancouver, Washington. Dan was three years younger than I. Thank you for the names of
the other men. I would like to talk with them too. When your reunion is held in an area that would be easier to
get to, I would like to attend so keep me posted.

Dan's body was buried at the Little Big Horn Battlefield National Cemetery near Crow Agency, Montana. It is a
lovely, peaceful, spot on the prairie about 12 miles from our farm. The site of the fort that was built after the infa-
mous battle was actually on our property and we spent many days in our youth gathering relics from the soldiers
that had lived there--shell casings, lead, boots, bottles, it was a real treasure hunt.

Thanks for calling again, I'm so sorry you didn't get my response immediately. You must have thought I was insen-
sitive to your efforts.

Donalee
So there can be happy endings when contact is made. I suspect that more people would welcome the contact with
friends of their deceased loved ones than would not. I do think we have a moral obligation to try. I also know it’s

difficult. I have a hard time contacting the live ones sometimes.

More of this article has been about Reiley than anything else. Mike, you get to write the next one.

Occasionally, for whatever reason, a unit column is empty. I have been trying to harass and intimidate the Unit
Directors to furnish me a filler piece that I could run in the event that a unit misses a submission. Since that didn’t
work, I'm going to try the members. The piece can be anything, a personality profile, a war story (substantiated) or
photos and captions. Make sure that it is not time sensitive, and make sure that you send it to me and to your Unit
Director at the same time. If I have one of these (or more than one) for each unit, there need never be more empty
unit pages. Those pages belong to your unit, use them.

You might have noticed that the
insignia and DUI graphics have
improved. I want to thank David
Walker for the much-improved
graphics. He sent me a short bio
and in the craziness of the last
couple of weeks prior to deadline,
I lost it. [ didn’t really loose it, |
just can’t remember where I put it,
and so I'll run it next issue.
Thanks again Dave.

PLEASE NOTE NEW E-MAIL
ADDRESS

john.chester3@verizon.net

From left: Will, Mike Reiley, (kneel-
ing with carbine) Brian Radcliffe,
John Chester, Frank Holmes, Gene
Harris (the frog man).
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WEB MASTER

By Emmett W. Hiltibrand

MRBORNE
RANGER

If you have not visited the web site recently, you’ve been missing out big time. I made myself a goal to
make the web site as dynamic as John Chester has made the Patrolling Magazine a first class publi-
cation. Dana gave me a bit of advice, that was, to make the site a portal rather than an end destina-
tion. Didn’t quite realize what that meant or entailed at first but I forged ahead anyways. 1 didn’t
have a clear idea of what I wanted or a set design in my head in the beginning, I just began. As I
started to build, it began to take on a life of its own. Then it began to expand and grow. I'm at a
point now where I don’t know when to cut it off.

Most of what I'm going to cover in this issue is what has happened in the “Interesting Links”
tab as seen above. When you click there you will see many new menu’s on the left side. At top is
the old single Interesting Links title. That will eventually go away in time. I took most of what
was in there and placed it in their own categories below. I began with Veteran Service
Organizations. These are important to you as veterans in that they can assist and support you in
your claims. Below that I listed all the Association Units as they were listed on the “Other
Associations’ tab, which will eventually go away also. This will free up this whole tab for other
items down the road. I placed more detail in the Units section and allowed a break-out for LRRP,
LRP and Ranger lineages. There are a lot more graphic’s now and much improved graphics thanks
to David Walker of N/75. He has re-worked all the graphics until they are now first class. From
this location a member can e-mail his Unit Director, view his message, see unit photo’s, unit histo-
ry and if the unit wishes a unit roster.

Next below this, I began a list of Military Links to all Divisional and lower units other than
Association Units. This section needs to grow a lot and will in time. Below that I listed the
Related Links that will connect you to all the other Ranger Associations along with links to the
Ranger Hall Of Fame and the Ranger Memorial Foundation. Next, and even though we are not to
become ‘Politically’ aligned, I listed links to all our major US Government entities. From there
you can link to any one from the President to members of Congress, Senate or the Presidents
Cabinet. What you want to know, do or say from that point is up to you. All I'm doing is provid-
ing you the source.

The next link down is where I sort of got carried away. Mega Links takes you to a page that
lists major categories of links at your disposal. I kind of, sort of had fun here. You can conduct
Major Searches using any number of search engines and find anything you ever wanted to find.

On this page are also listed Major News Agencies for all the news you ever wanted to know about.
This page sees no end in sight. Next on the Mega Information Links are things like the Discovery

Channel, TLC, History Channel, Weather Channel or a Merrian Dictionary maybe. Thinking about
traveling in the future? Well check out the Mega Travel Links. Airlines, hotels and cars galore are
there for you. More to come. Ever wondered where something was on the World Wide Web or

/lwww.75thrra.com/

http

how to get something you needed? Check out the World Wide Web Links next time. There are a lot of down-
load sites there now and more to come. Finally, in the Mega Links, I place some Legislative sources for you.

- 11 -
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Interesting Links
Veteran Service
Organizations
Association Units
Military Links
Related Links
US Government
Mega Links
Personal Links
Sponsor Links
Memorial Links
Health & Wellness

Add a Link

3

Jist

Other area’s of interest are on the “About Us” tab. There we have posted

The next menu item on the left side is where all the Personal Links or personal
web pages are located and any Sponsor Links. Just below that are any Memorial
Links that people have sent in. I felt they deserved their own site. 1 hope more
will be added to honor our friends as time goes on.

The last item on that page is the Health & Wellness Links. This we hope will be
of the most help and benefit to the members. We have topic’s on there like HEP C,
Diabetes, PTSD, Agent Orange, Cancer, Physicals, VA claims and many more to
come. There is a team of guys like Dan Nate, Steve Morey, John Chester, Jim
Savage and Mike Wise who are writing these articles up for you.

So, a lot has happened and you may have been missing the boat. If so, then stop
wasting time and go to your web site today and see what it has to offer. The com-
puter is the way of the future. Get out of the Stone Age and get with the program.
If your still operating off an old computer, may I suggest you upgrade. If you’'re
still using a dial up ISP may I suggest upgrading to fiber optic’s or what is called
DSL. You have to get with the program. You have to be informed. One cannot
make an informed decision unless they have all the facts. Get with the program.
Visit your web site and see what it has to offer you. If you see that you have a tal-
ent that we can use there, please contact me soonest to offer your support.

The web site is evolving. It is far from complete. There is much to do and we
are working on it as fast as we can. You will notice the direction we are going with
it and what we have accomplished so far. Check back often to view the changes. If
you have idea’s as to what you’d like to see, let us know. This is your Association
and it will only be as good as the men who make it run and get involved. Now is
not the time to be shy.

the newly approved
Association Bylaws. Also on that page is the start of a Ranger History menu item that is in its
developmental stages. Go ahead and see what you’ve been missing. Take the tour today. Make
the 75thrra.com your web browser home page. It has so much more to offer.

I'm just about finished learning HTML and going into XHTML. Next will be CSS and then
JavaScript. I plan on touching up my skills with a little PDF and mastering Dream Weaver 4
Ultra DEV. See you soon.

Emmett W. Hiltibrand

& 1 2=
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Hello from Your Gold Star Mom:

Hope this finds each of you well and ready for spring. Spring, a time of new life and Growth. May we rise
to the occasion.

I am so pleased to report some of our Rangers are initiating contacts with the families of Steve Hathaway and
Frank Harold Miller. We also have a unit that is going to try and contact some of their Gold Star families and
have the presentation ceremony at their upcoming reunion. WAY TO GO GUYS! ! !

You will never regret it and the families as well as yourselves will find it a most rewarding experience. (See
our editor John Chester’s column if you haven't already)

I am your Gold Star Advocate and am here to help you in anyway I can but this is a Mission only you can do.
WE ARE DEPENDING ON Y-O-U !

At the end of this article you will find a form that you may use when making Gold Star contacts. Several of
you have asked what the procedure is. Hopefully this form will help.

I am sorry to report that we waited too long to make the presentation to Jackie Leisures mother. His sister
Patsy has informed us her mother is in failing health and has only a short time until her and Jackie will be
together again. Patsy has been our contact point. She is such a great lady and loved her brother dearly. She
would have loved for her mother to get what she was entitled to from us. I will stay in touch with her and
have assured them they are all a part of us.

Please, DO NOT ALLOW THIS TO HAPPEN TO YOUR FALLEN BUDDIES FAMILIES! Time is of the
essence.

Starting with the next issue I will try and profile at least one of our fallen Rangers family for you.

This month I am sharing a poem Sarah Moore, mother of Ranger Harvey Moore, shared with me after she saw
the poems in our December issue of Patrolling.

The life, the death 92/& Ue@ﬁ/ O% @ %@V?’%

So much is given, so much is taken away. So here we stand Sergeant Moore, waiting, searching,
Each day a new objective, the next challenge, forever more, looking to the Heavens for the brightest of stars,
to conquer. to guide our way... The Airborne Ranger in the Sky.
'0 if | could wish upon a star,
Somewhere there is a Ranger in waliting, That no Ranger would ever die.
for instructions from higher.
Separated from his men by some unforeseen circumstance. How it would be dark and treacherous,
Where is the contingency plan? With no precious starlight.
As it is there are to many stars,

'0 Sergeant your platoon is waiting, But they do not burn in vain.

to be released from this hellish mission. For every Ranger knows that the night is his friend.
It's over, time to go home, the job is done. Farwell for now, for we will drive on,

We have everything that's not worth anything, Just as you have it.

but you.

May God keep and bless you, Sergeant Moore, until we
'0 God, each day we sacrifice, for many reasons, All can join you as Airborne Rangers in the Sky.
No one but ourselves really know,
yet this we chose, freely. Rangers Lead the Way!
Gladly we would march a hundred miles.
Pay any price but not give up our own. Ranger Regan Edens and 3rd Platoon
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RANGER NAME

GOLD STAR FAMILY PROFILE

UNIT

DATE & LOCATION KIA
FAMILY CONTACT NAME
RELATIONSHIP TO KIA RANGER

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER
EMAIL

PERSON WHO CONTACTED FAMILY
DATE FAMILY WAS CONTACTED
WHO WILL ARRANGE PRESENTATION
WHERE PRESENTATION WILL BE MADE
DATE OF PRESENTATION

Use this form to gather all of the needed information. Please forward all info to your unit director,
Dana McGrath, Ron Edwards and Sandee Rouse or Sandy Harris.

I will contact Emmett and see if he can get this form at our web site so you could just cut and paste it and fill out the
info once online and send it to us.
For right now just use this as your model.

We give one lifetime membership and one Gold Star pin per family.

Gentlemen it is an Honor and privilege to serve you.

God Bless & RLTW

Sandee

DUE TO OPERATIONAL SECURITY CONCERNS,
~ WE WILL NO LONGER RUN PHOTOS
THAT IDENTIFY ACTIVE DUTY RANGERS
OR THEIR SPOUSES
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